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Statement of Rep. Henry A. Waxman
November 5,2008

When the new Congress starts in January, we will face unprecedented opportunities and

challenges. The public expects Congress and President-elect Obama to work together to find
solutions to the nation's most pressing problems. But the issues we will confront are immensely
difficult. We will need the very best leadership in Congress and our committees to succeed.

That is why after long thought I have decided to seek the chairmanship of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce. Some of the most important challenges we face - energy, climate
change, and health caÍe - are under the jurisdiction of the Commerce Committee. In large
measure, our success as Congress will depend on how the Commerce Committee performs.

Enacting comprehensive energy, climate, and health care reform will not be easy. But my record
shows that I have the skill and ability to build consensus and deliver legislation that improves the

lives of all Americans.
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