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popu la t ron ,  wh ich  has  been
increasing by 4 percent to
7 percent a year, now tops
570 and has spi l led beyond
the park into areas that were
bear-free for decades. In
2007 lhe Yellowstone griz-
zl ies were del isted. While
opportunit ies for grizzly

confl icts with humans are on
the r ise, we are st i l l  more of
a threat to these magnif icent
animals than they are to us"

The Yellowstone Associa-
tion offers year-round field
courses on topics ranging
from calderas and cl imate
change to wolves and wild-
f lowers. The next "Dumps to
Recovery" course is planned

for Spring 2009 (approxi-
mately $250; lodging at the
park is an addit ional $25 per
person per night for a shared

Hannah Hoag
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$m {her sml,l{ilnr m hnrrk of the
Lamar River in Yellowstone
National Park, afemale grizzly

bear forages for tubers, snout
to the ground. For a day and
a half, she eats and dozes in
the same spot, ignoring the
huge herd of bison that graze
nearby. Much like humans,
grizzlies are clever scavengers,
feasting on rodents, trout,
roots, nuts, berries, insects,
and dead animals. But they
paid a price for their omnivory,
at least at Yellowstone. During
the course "Grizzlies: From
Dumps to Recovery?" at the
Yellowstone Assocration Insti-
tute last September, I spent a
weekend tracking grizzlies and
learning about their reversals
of forlune in the park.

A dozen of us-including a
student, an adist, a car sales-
man, a mining archaeologist,

and some retirees-stayed
in log cabins at the Buffalo
Ranch in the Lamar Valley,
an area c,ften called North
America's Serengeti. Led by
wildlife biologist Mark Harold-
son-who once spent three
months deep in Yellowstone
observing bears and sleeping
in trees-we started our days
well before dawn, setting up
spotting scopes at roadside
pullouts to scan the meadows
and ridges. ln the afternoons
we hiked to unoccupied bear
dens and visited the sites of
former garbage dumps that
were attractions for both bears
and tourists from the 1 930s to
the 1960s. Back then, vrsitors
would gather on bleachers
around these open pits (also
known as " lunch counters") to
watch bears feed.
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lowstone grizzly scientists
dished out detai ls on the
bears' diet and reproduc-
t ion and the populat ion's

ups and downs. The bears'
favori te dumps were closed
l . r o t r a r a o n  l  O A A  r n r i  1 0 7 1  '

during that period the grizzly
populat ion in Yel lowstone
plummeted from 312 to
172 an imals .  Hungry  bears
staded breaking into garbage
cans,  ambl ing  on to  ranches ,
and damaging property.
Some bears were relocated;
others were ki l led by private

cit izens as a nuisance or
shot  by  hunters .  In  1975
the  U^S.  F ish  and Wi ld l i fe
Service l isted the gnzzly as a
l h r o a f a n o r l  c n o n i o c

Since then, the bears have
thrrved under government
protection and management.
The Yellowstone grizzly cabin).
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