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Lexington, Kentucky’s Sample Letter to Businesses

April 26, 2004

Dear Business Owner: 

There’s a pure, simple joy that comes from being physically active.  And it’s more important than ever to encourage our kids to be physically active each and every day. 

The rewards of physical activity include positive self- esteem, a healthy weight and overall better health.  To help Lexington children reap these rewards, we are organizing a communitywide summer event called the VERB Summer Scorecard, a great advertising opportunity that we’d like to invite you to join. 

What is the VERB Summer Scorecard? 
VERB is a national media campaign designed to get kids more active. It has a 75% recognition rate among youth.  The Verb Summer Scorecard is a local initiative.  Tweens (between the ages of 9–13) will be given brightly colored scorecards with 24 squares on them. Their goal will be to participate in fun physical activities throughout the summer. Each time they do, they can have their card stamped by participating businesses. Their parents can initial up to 12 of the squares each time they do an hour of physical activity at home. If they fill the card by August 10, they will be eligible for prizes.  A grand finale celebration will be held at Applebee’s Park on August 10, where participating children will have their names called as they run the bases.  Fun activities, healthy food and prizes will also be part of the festivities.

What’s in it for you?
	More business!

	Participating businesses will be listed in the VERB Summer Scorecard packet, which will be widely distributed to young people and their parents throughout Lexington.


	Participating businesses will be listed in ads in the Lexington Herald Leader.

The VERB Summer Scorecard will be advertised on local radio stations.
	There will be a Web site beginning June 1: www.verbsummerscorecard.com


	Don’t be left off this list of fitness-related businesses that families will be turning to this summer to make their plans.  And once kids and families get in the habit of being active, we think they’ll keep coming back for more.


How can I participate?

We are asking Summer Scorecard participants to do a few simple things, all of which will increase your business.

v	Offer a special deal throughout the summer for VERB Summer Scorecard holders. Some examples:  $1.00 off your regular price or two for the price of one at your slowest time of day.

v	Offer something a bit out of the ordinary on June 21, the Longest Day of Play. Some examples: special prices on June 21 invite a celebrity or offer a special clinic or game.

v	Offer a prize for us to include in our package.  Again, another great way to get the word out and create loyalty to your business.  It could be one big prize we use for a drawing (a bicycle) or small prizes that we give to all participants (a coupon for $2.00 off your product).   

v	Come to the August 10 grand finale celebration at Applebee’s Park and event. Set up a table for your business or offer some fun activity for youth to try out.  This one is optional but don’t miss a great promotional opportunity.

v	Be a distribution site for VERB Summer Scorecards. This includes putting up a Scorecard poster, distributing Scorecards and stamping Scorecards. We’ll provide everything you need.

To join in the VERB Summer Scorecard fun, simply fill out the attached form and mail in the SASE by May 5, 2004.  Together we can give Lexington youth a summer to remember.  

Sincerely,



Anita Courtney, M.S., R.D.				Nancy Hapgood
Director of Health Promotion			Special Events Coordinator

VERB Summer Scorecard Sign Up

Name of Business: 										
Contact Person:											
Phone:___________________   FAX:______________  Web Address:				
E-mail:___________________  Mailing Address:							

	Offer a special deal throughout the summer for Summer Scorecard  participants. Some examples:  $1.00 off your regular price or two for the price of one at your slowest time of day.  

	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Offer something a bit out of the ordinary on  June 21, the Longest Day of Play. Some examples: special prices on June 21,  invite a celebrity or offer a special clinic or game.
	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Offer a prize for us to include in our package.  Again, another great way to get the word out and create loyalty to your business.  It could be one big prize we use for a drawing or small prizes that we give to all participants (a coupon for $2.00 off your product). 

	__________________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
	Come to the August 10 grand finale celebration at Applebee’s Park and event. Set up a table for your business or offer some fun activity for youth to try out.  (Optional, but a great promotional opportunity.)

	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Be a distribution site for Summer Scorecards. This includes putting up a Summer Scorecard poster, distributing Scorecards and stamping Scorecards. We’ll provide everything you need.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Business Representative: _________________________________________

Signature of Summer Scorecard Representative:  ________________________________

To be included in the program, pls mail this form back by May 5, 2004, to
Nancy Hapgood/ 398 Stratford Drive /Lexington, KY 40503





