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RIN 0938-AP11

Medicare Program; Prospective Payment System and Consolidated
Billing for Skilled Nursing Facilities; Correction

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS.
ACTION: Final rule; correction notice.

SUMMARY: This document corrects technical errors that
appeared in the August 8, 2008 Federal Register entitled,
"Medicare Program; Prospective Payment System and Consolidated
Billing for Skilled Nursing Facilities for FY 2009.”
EFFECTIVE DATE: This correction is effective October 1, 2008.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Bill Ullman, (410) 786-5667.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background
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In FR Doc. E8-17948 of August 8, 2008 (73 FR 46416),
there were two technical errors that this notice serves to
identify and correct. The corrections in this correction
notice are effective as if they had been included in the
document published on August 8, 2008. Accordingly, the
corrections are effective October 1, 2008.

I1. Summary of Errors

On page 46430 of the August 8, 2008 final rule, we are
correcting the title of Table 10. This table i1llustrates the
skilled nursing facility (SNF) prospective payment system
(PPS) payment rate computations for a hypothetical “XYZ” SNF
located in Cedar Rapids, IA. In the table’s title, the wage
index value for Cedar Rapids, IA is incorrectly identified as
0.8924. Accordingly, in section 111 of this document
(““Correction of Errors™), we are correcting the wage index
value In the title of Table 10 to reflect the correct wage
index value of 0.8919. We note that the entries for this
value that appear iIn the “wage index” column of the table
itself, as well as the corresponding entry for CBSA 16300 in
Table 8 (“FY 2009 Wage Index for Urban Areas Based on CBSA
Labor Market Areas,” which appeared as an addendum to the
August 8, 2008 final rule), both correctly reflect this value

as 0.8919.
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In addition, In the addendum to the August 8, 2008 final
rule, we are revising an entry in Table 9 (“FY 2009 Wage Index
Based on CBSA Labor Market Areas for Rural Areas”) iIn order to
correct a technical error made to the wage data for one
inpatient hospital provider in rural New Hampshire. We are
revising the wage index value displayed in Table 9 for rural
New Hampshire from “1.0182” to the corrected value of
“1.0219”. Since this revision involves only a single entry in
Table 9, we are not republishing the table in i1ts entirety iIn
this notice; however, we note that the corrected version of
this table is available on the SNF PPS Web site, which can be

accessed online at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/ .

I11. Correction of Errors
In FR Doc. E8-17948 (73 FR 46416), make the following
corrections:
1. On page 46430, in Table 10, the wage index value “0.8924”
displayed in the title is revised to read “0.8919”.
2. On page 46462, in Table 9, in the wage index column for
New Hampshire, State code 30, the wage index value “1.0182” is
revised to read “1.0219.
IV. Waiver of Proposed Rulemaking and Delayed Effective Date
We ordinarily publish a proposed rule in the Federal

Register to provide a period for public comment before the


http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SNFPPS/
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provisions of a rule such as this take effect in accordance
with section 553(b) of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA)
(5 U.S.C. 553(b)). We also ordinarily provide a 30-day delay
in the effective date of the provisions of a notice in
accordance with section 553(d) of the APA (6 U.S.C. 553(d)).
However, we can waive both the notice and comment procedure
and the 30-day delay in effective date it the Secretary finds,
for good cause, that a notice and comment process 1is
impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest, and incorporates a statement of the finding and the
reasons for i1t in the notice.

We find for good cause that it Is unnecessary to
undertake notice and comment rulemaking because this notice
merely provides technical corrections to the regulations. We
are not making substantive changes to our payment
methodologies or policies, but rather, are simply implementing
correctly the payment methodologies and policies that we
previously proposed, received comment on, and subsequently
finalized. The public has already had the opportunity to
comment on these payment methodologies and policies, and this
correction notice is intended solely to ensure that the
FY 2009 SNF PPS final rule accurately reflects them.

Therefore, we believe that undertaking further notice and
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comment procedures to incorporate these corrections into the
final rule is unnecessary and contrary to the public interest.
Further, we believe a delayed effective date is
unnecessary because this correction notice merely corrects
inadvertent technical errors. The changes noted above do not
make any substantive changes to the SNF PPS payment
methodologies or policies. Moreover, we regard imposing a
delay iIn the effective date as being contrary to the public
interest. We believe that it is iIn the public interest for
providers to receive appropriate SNF PPS payments in as timely
a manner as possible and to ensure that the FY 2009 SNF PPS
final rule accurately reflects our payment methodologies,
payment rates, and policies. Therefore, we find good cause to
waive notice and comment procedures, as well as the 30-day

delay iIn effective date.
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(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Program No. 93.773,
Medicare--Hospital Insurance; and Program No. 93.774,

Medicare--Supplementary Medical Insurance Program)

Dated:

Ashley Files Flory,

Deputy Executive

Secretary to the

Department.

BILLING CODE 4120-01-P



	BILLING CODE 4120-01-P


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata pogodnih za pouzdani prikaz i ispis poslovnih dokumenata koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


