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‘VITAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1974 

VOLUME II - MORTALITY 

A brief summary of the contents for each section is listed below for the convenience of the reader. A 
complete contents page is at the beginning of each section and is identified by a narrow black edge which can 
be located easily by fanning the pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section number as the 
identifying prefix. 

PART A 

Section 1. General Mortality 

Summary tables containing crude, age-specific, and age-adjusted death rates; death rates by cause; 
maternal mortality; and deaths for the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas. Detailed 
tabulations of deaths by cause for the United States and each State. Data shown by age, sex, color 
and race, cause of death, month, date of death, and report of autopsy. 

Section 2. Infant Mortality 

Tabulations of infant deaths and infant mortality rates by age, color, sex, aud cause of death, and 
by State and the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas. Additional frequency tables by 
month of death and by population-size groups in metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties. 

Section 3. Fetal Mortality 

Tabulations of numbers of deaths and ratios by color, age of mother, legitimacy status, geographic 
areas, and population-size groups; and fetal-death rates by plurality and sex. Numbers of deaths by 
additional categories-month, birth order, attendant, period of gestation, and birth weight. 

Section 4. Accident Mortality 

Deaths from motor vehicle accidents by type of vehicle and from nontrausport accidents by place 
of accidents and by person injured. Data shown by cause of death, age, color, and sex for.the 
United States and by color and sex for each State. Deaths from accidental poisoning by age, color, 
and sex. 

Section 5. Life Tables 

Abridged life tables and interpolated values of the I, and d, by single years of age for the national 
population by color and sex. 

Section 6. Technical Appendix 

Text discussion of factors affecting the collection, classification, and interpretation of the mortality 
statistics published in Volume II. Includes population tables for computing vital rates. 

PART B 

Section 7. Geographic Detail for Mortality 

Total number of deaths, deaths from selected causes, infant deaths, neonatal deaths, fetal deaths, and 
selected rates and ratios. Tabulations shown by each State and county, specified urban places, 
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties, population-size groups, and standard metropolitan 
statistical areas. 

Section 8..Guam, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

Trend of the crude death rate. Frequency tabulations for most of the characteristics shown in other 
sections of Volume II. 
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Guide to tables in Section 2 

[All data are for infant deaths occurring in the United States. Exclude fetal deaths. Data for geographic areas within 
the United States are by place of residence. Data for 1972 are based on a SO-percent sample of death certificates] 
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Guide to tables in Section 3 

[All data are for fetal deaths occurring in the United States. 
States are by place of residence unless otherwise noted. 

Data for geographic areas within the United 
Data by place of residence exclude deaths occurring 

to nonresidents; however, data by place of occurrence include deaths of nonresidents] 
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Guide to tables in Section 4 

[Frequencies only. All data are for accidental deaths occurring in the United States during 1974. 
Data for geographic areas within the Unjted States are by place of residence] 
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Guide to tables in Section 5 

[Life tables. Data for 1972 are based on a 50-percent sample of death certificates] 
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Guide to tables in Section 6 

[Population tables. Populations exclusive of Armed Forces stationed outside the United States and 
estimated as of July 1 unless otherwise noted] 
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jPopulation enumerated as of April 1, 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970, and estimated as of July 1 for 

all other years. 
"For United States and each State only. 



Guide to tables in Section 7 

[All data are for deaths occukng in the United States during 1974. Exclude fetal deaths. Data for geographic 
areas within the United States are by place of residence unless otherwise noted. Data by place of residence 
exclude deaths occurring to nonresidents; however, data by place of occkrence include deaths to nonresidents] 
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Guide to tables in Section 8 

[All data are for deaths occk-ring in Guam, Puerto Rico, or the Virgin Islands. 
residence unless otherwise noted] 
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SYMBOLS USED IN’ TABLES 

Data nof available------- - - - 

Category not applicable . . . 

Quantity zero-- - _ 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05- 0.0 
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reliability or precision * 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 13. Death Rates by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1965-74&h. . 1. 
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Table l-4. Deaths at Ages 85 Yam and Over, by Single Years of 
Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974 

Table 1-5. Mortality From 15 Leading Causes of Death: United 
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Table 1-6. Age-Adjusted Death Rates for Selected Causes, by Color and Sex: United States, 1974 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by .5-Yea 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 19741&n. 
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Table 1-8. .Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by S-Year 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: @ited States, 1974-Con. 
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Age Groups. Color, and Sex: United States, 19744&n. 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 
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Table l-8. .Beath Rates for 69 ‘Selecfed Causes, by 5-Year 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 
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Table I-S..Death Rates for 69 ‘Selected Causes, by S.Yw 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-c&,. 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 19X-Con. 
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Table l-9. Death Flaks’for 69 Sel~~crmseS, by IO-Year 
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Table 1-9. Death Rates for 69 Selded Cam, by lo-Year 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 197pcOn. 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: U&ed States, 197~Con. 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 
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Age:Groups, Color, and Sex: Unite4 States, 1974-Con. 
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Table l-9. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, l;y lo-Year 
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Age Groups, Color, and sex: United States, 197PCon. 
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Table l-9. ikath Rates for 69 Selected Cam, by IO-Year 
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Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 197~Con. 
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Table l-9. Death Rates for (39 S&&d Causes, by IO-Year 
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Table I-11. Death Rates: United Skates, Each Division and State, 1965-74 
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Table I-12. Deaths and Death Rates by Age: United States, Each Division and State, 1974 
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Table l-15. -Maternal Deaths and Maternal Mortality R&s for Selected Causes. by Age &d Color: ‘Uxiikd States, 1974 
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Table l- 16. Maternal Mortality Rates by Color: Birth-Fkgistration~ States or United States, 19 1.5-74 
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Table 1-18. kaths and Death Rates for the 50 Largesh Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the United States ad Their Componetit 
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T&h 1-18. Deaths and Death Rates for the 50 Largest Standard Metropolitan SWisiical Areas in the United States and Their Component 
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Table l-19. Deaths by State of Occ~&ze, Dist&&xi Acco&g to State of Residence: United States and Each State, 197~Con, 
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Table l-20. Deaths by Month end State of Occurrence: United St&s and Each State, 1974 
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Table 1-21. Deaths by Month, ‘S&r, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974 
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Table 1-2 1. Deaths by Month, Color, and Sex: united States ~163 Each State, 197~Con. 
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Table l-21. Deaths by Month, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974~Cm. 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1974-Can. 
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by Color and Sex United States, 1974-Con. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and De@ Rates for Each cause, 
[~&es pez 100,000 populatirm residing in apea for specified group. ~,,c~vdes eaeb three-digit category of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assigaed and salacted four- 
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I by Color and Sex: Untted States, 197~Con. 
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by Color and Sex: Untted States, 1974-Con. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cauw, 
[Rates per 1OOW P0pnlaki-m residing in area for specified group. h~ludes each three-a@ category of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assIgned and solcctdfmrd 
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NEPHRlSlS AND NEPHROSIS-----------------------------58o-5w. 

U”TE N6PHRlTlS------------ ----------------------------~~----------~-~~~ 
NEPHRDTIC MNDROIE-------------- ---------------------------------581 
CHRDMC NEPHRITIS--- -~------- ----- ----58t 
Nm4nlrrs. “mnJALIFIEO 
RENAL SCLEROSIS, “NP”*LIFIEb----- ; ____ -__---__________I_______~~~~ 

OTHER DISEASES CF unisnw SYSTEM- -------------------------------------------~q~-qqq 

*p&EC*,aNS OF K,ONEY--------------------------- --590 

OwEq DyELONEPHR,T,S, PYEL*TIS, *ND py,,“,,,t,,,,-------I---I---I-I--------- 
CIWJNI‘ PYELONEPHRITIS------ 

I m%=Am4EY AND PERUIENAL rrssy-Y-- _---- ---- -----590.2 
___-_--_------- -_ ---590.9 

HYOsONEPHR05,5r ___-__ -_-- ___c----- --___-_-_L_- ---- -------------%l 
CALC”L”S OF KIDNEY AND URETER--------- __-----___----_- ---592 
OTHER DISEASES OF KIDNEY AND URETER _-__-_-~- ---593 

RENAL m4AILFIS”--I- --------------------------------------~-~q~.~ 
ACUTE TUBULAR NEPRROSI s------------------- 593.1 
CITHER RE’IAL DISEASE---- ___---4-_-_- -_- ------5x3.2 
cmSTR0C,10N OF URETER NOT ELSEHHEPE ct.Assl=I*BLE--------------------------------593~3 
“mRO-“RETER--------- ------ I__--- ---- --pn.+. 
OTHER DISEASES OF URETER--- __----_--___--_--- __--_ ---5q3*5 

c*Lc”L”s fy OTHER p*RTs #JF “RlN*w sys~Eu--------------------------------------~----6q~ 

tlSnTIs-- ----- _---__ ---595 
DMEP. DlSEASE4 OF BLADDER-- ------------------------------------------------~q6 

FlST”LA OF BLAOLER---------- ______-________________________I --*596.0 
OI”E!iTICllL”H OF 8LADDER ,ACP”I’IED1--- _--_------___-__--- ---- *5q*.* 
tONTR*cTLmE OF BLADDER I*PHlNCTERI--- ------------------------------------------*~~A-~ 
D*R*LyS,S OF BL*DDER-------------------------,------------------- ---W96.3 
OTHER AND “NSPECIFlED DISE*SES OF BL*mEII-------------------596.9 

“RETHPITII (N~~“ENEIIE*LI-------- _----_----_--_------ --------5q, 
STlrICTuRE OF’“RETHR*----- - ---- ---- ------ -598 
OTHER DISEISES OF “RINARI TR*CT---Y- ---L---------------~qq 

WINARY TRbCT I~FECrroN NOT ELSCWHErlE Cl.*hSrFI*BLF--------------------------5~9.O 
FTSTULA, ‘URINARY. NOT ELSEWHERE cLAssIFI**L------------- ------599.1 
EARUNCLE C’F “RETHIt*-- __-_-- ______ -_----- --r599.2 
rJTHER Al UNSPEtlFlEO DISEASES OF URINARY TRACT-------------------------------------w99.9 
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Table 1-28 Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table I-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 

tOPP~*C4TmNS OF PREGNINcY--CoN. 

tINEHIP. OF mEbN*NCY-- ----------------------------------------------------~~~ 

WntRDClTIC INEIIIP. OF PREGNIWCY------------------ ~~~~-633.~ 
IWN DEFIClENCY FJEm.4 OF PREGNANCY -_-- ----s3.1 
“TIER mm “NSPECI.=IEO INE”ILS OF PPEGN4Nce-----------------------------------b33~9 

“MEP CO”PLIC‘lTIONS OF PREGNbNc.-- -- --------b)4 

HIDATIDIFcnH ImLE ----- ----+63U3 
PLACENTPL PBNDRHLLITlES NOT ELSEHHERE CLbsSIFI#.BLE------------------------- ---8634.1 
“ISSEO *BORTI”N PNO HISSED DELIVERY-------------- __----- *.534.2 
HWP4HN,“S------------------------------------*~~~-~ 

PREMATURE R”PTWlE OF HEHBRbNE WITHOUT D+I”ERI--- ---------------------------------~~~~-~ 
RH INCOHP*,*BrLTTY---------------------------. ---------*&3.$.5 

“AB,T”LL *mRTER, “NOELIYEREO-------- -------*634.b 

FALSE LABOR-------- ---____ ------------------------------------~~~~.~ 

&II EwmLISM OURING PREblbNcY---------- -___---__-_---__-___---- --I_ e634.8 

“7HEb------ --------------*~~&g 

“~llumv IMECTlONS .&ND TOXEIIIAS OF PREGNANCY &ND THE P”ERPER~~---------~~~-~~~ 

“RINlRY ,YFECTIONS ARTSING ““RING PREGN4NcY t.ND THE P”ERPERI”H----------------------------b’5 
PELITIS .wO PYELO*EPHRITIS-- ___-_i----_-__- ----__-- --------+35.0 

CYSTI.TIS ~__--_p---_--___ -----------1635.1 

OTAER PhO UNSPECIFIED-------- ----- _------_------- ------*635.g 

RENAL OISEASES lRfs.ING OURING PREGNANC” &NO THE PUERPERIUII--------------------------------6X 
PlEECLlMPSlA. ECL4HPSIPI. AND TOXEMIA. “NSPECIFIE- -_------ ----- -----a7 

PREECLnMPSIn --__-----___ --------L--z--~~,.~ 
ECLIHP5II-------------------------------------------~~~-t 

TOXEMII. UNSPECIFIED---- ____-_I -------------b3,.9 

HYPEREHESIS GRAW”AR”~------- _-_-u___ -----.-----------638 

WITH NEmrTTs-- -----------‘-------------------------638 

WIMOUT IGNTION OF M”RfTIS--------- ------------------~30.0 

OTHER TOXEPIAS OF PREGNlNCY AND THE P”ERPERI”II--- -------------639 

ACUTE rZND SUBACUTE NECRDllS OF LIVE=- _--_--___ -----------------------ti~~.O 

IITHER--------------- _-_----- ---------------b39.9 

II 

hsomioss------ _----- ---- --__ -----.----------------640-645 

ABORTION llO”CED F”* IEDIClL INDICITIONS----- -------------6&O 
HIT” sEPSfs------=--- ---I--------------------------~--~~~-~ 
HITH mXEflIA------------- -------------~~~*~ 
WITH SEPSIS *No TOXElfA--- --------- -----640.2 
HITHD”T “Em*ON OF SEPSIS OR Tm(EnI~------“-----------------------------------~----~~~.~ 

ns”RTI”N IN”“cE0 FOR clT”ER LEGlL INOIC~TTIDNS-------- -------------&$1 
WITH SEPSIS----- -----641.0 
WITH TOXEWIA ---------------------------------------------------~~,.I 
VITH SEPSIS *No T”XE”lb------~- -- --------------64,** 
UIW”“i VENTION (IF SEPS*s OR T”XE*l*----------------------641.9 

ABoRTrON lND”CEO FOR OTHER REIIONS----------- ------------------------------612 
WITH SEPS~4-------------------- ------------------------~~~.O 
WITH “EMOR!l”PGE-- ---- ---------6,*.1 
wnl4 SEPSIS *w HEIIORRHIGE- ---------------------------------------5~~.~ 
WITH LlCERdTION OF PELYIC OrN3.N WITH cm WITHOUT lENTION OF SEPsfS OR HEMoReHPlGEl-----------65*.3 
NIMO”T YENTION OF SEPSIS, HEHOPRHPGE, w LICEP*T,m~---- ----------+,+Z.g 

SPONTANEOGS ABORTION-------- --------------------------b43 
HIT” SEPS15----- -----------------------------~~~.~ 
WITH TOXEnI.3 ------------6+3,1 
WIT” SEPSIS AND TUXERIR .--- --------------------~~~.~ 
!dITHO”T HENTIDN OF SEPSIS OR TOXEHI@r---- -----------------------------643r9 

ABO?TION NCT SPECIFfEO 12 INOUCEO OR SPONTANEo”S------ -------------&t# 
WITH SEPST5-------------------7--------------------------------------------------~~~*~ 
WITH mXEHm----,----- -v-------------br*.f 
WITH SEPSIS AND TOXEMIb---------- ---- ---------~+~.~ 
HIT!iO”T eEmION OF SEPSIS OR To?xRIA--- ---------------------------------------6~~.~ 

OTHER ABORTIONS----------- _---- ----.-----------645 
Y*TH SEpZ14--p------- --_- __ ------ - ------b&5.” 
HIT” TOXEMIA------- --------------------------------------------------~~~., 
MIW SEPSIS &fgj TOXE”fb----------------------------------------~~~.* 
UITHOUT IE*I”N OF SEPSIS aa T~XE”Ib-- ----- -----------4*5.9 

OELIVERIES------ -----------650-662 
OELIYERY WIl?iD”T WEMIDN OF CO”PLIC~T*TIw-------------------------------- --------by) 
OELIVERY C”nPLIC*TEO BY PLKENTA PRNlA OR LNTEPART”” HE”ORRnm&--------------------651 

PLPCEW4 ‘REYfe------- ~---__- -*(151.0 
Pw34IT”PE SEPbRr\TIclN OF PLACENTA ~----~ ----------------l---*~~,.t 
OTHFR lNTEPART”l “EmORRH*GE------ --___ ---.------651.9 

OELIVERY CCWPLICLTED BY RETPINED PLACENTA --------- -652 
OELIVERY COHPLICPnTED BY OTHER POSTPlRT”” “EnObR”bGF--------------------------------653 
DELIVERY CCWPl.IClTED BY ABYORII,aITY OF BONY PELVIS-------------- -654 

AN0~0I0----- ___-~_---~ ----------t654.0 
IMHROPOIO- -----------------------------~~~~.t 
FLI\T---- - ----------;-------------------*~~~.* 
COWRINED TYPE--- ------------+654.3 
OTHER AND UNSPECIFIED 

DELIVERY COHPl.ItlTEo Pa FETOPELVIC olSPROIORTION- 
-------L*~~+.~ 

------------------------655 
OELIYERY COHwItnfEo BY H.u.PRESEMITION OF FETUS---- 656 

SREECH PREsENTPITIoN-- --------------------*~~~,~ 
TRANSVERSE Pa.ESEM&TIoN~--- --------------------------Jb56.1 
mm PRESENTd~ION-----------------I----------.* 
FACE PRESEN-mT~DN --. *G&.3 
CWPOUND OR SHOULDER PRESENTWTION- --_--____-_L-------...-.. ---%%.li 
(ItHER SPECIFfEO------------ -- --- ----1656.8 
“NSPEtIFIEo- __l___l_ --f656.9 
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Table l-23. Deaths and De+ Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 popvlation residing in area far specified group. Includes eaehtbree-digit category of the Detailed List%o which deaths may be assigned and sslectsd four- 

nattonal cfa$sfficatfon af DLaeases (Km) aI% 
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OX-ES INFLAkMATORY CONOITI(INS OF SKIN BNNO S”Bt”TdNEOU* TISSUE--CON. 

PER”4TITIS HERPETIFORRIS-------- ----_-_-- ------ -----6.q 

ANHIDR”SI+Z------- ------ -A-_-- 
.“_ 

_----- ----705-c 
PRICKLY “EAT --~-------------~~~~, 

OTHER---------- -- --_-_______-_-__-___----------- ---------705.4 

OT”EP Att&=------------- 
BEBdCE”Lld CYST------ 

------ _---- -------- --- -----, 06.1 
-----7”A-, 
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by Color and Sex: UnitedStates, 1974-Con. 
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Table 1-23. I&& and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 ~okmlattcm residing in area for specified group. Bcludes each three-digit category of the Detafkd List to which deaths may be assigmd and selected four- 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 

ONGENlTdL t%NO”bLIES OF RESPIP4TmY SYsrW------ ------------------------------------~~~ 
Cw3Pw.L LTRESIDI--- _---- __- ---- ------------748.0 
“THER %Nw4lLIES OF NOSE -_____ _----- -748.1 
WEB OF LLPYNX---- -----------------------------------------,~~-~ 
OlwL INOMILIES CF LARIM(, TRICHEA. &ND PPIlNCR”S -----w1.3 
C0NGEIIT.N CYSTIC LUNG---------- _-_-- ---748.4 
&GENESIS CF LUNG----------- ---------------------------------------7~~-~ 
DMER mOw4sEZ OF LUNG-------- A------------,+8.6 
mH5R SPECIFIED A,WOw.LIES CF RESPIPATmY SYSTEM------------ ---------,+&R 
UNSPEtIFlED &NOM&LIES OF RESPI’AT~FY susrEn--------------------------------- ---------~*rJ*q 

LEFT PALATE dim CLEFT LIP-------------- ~-----------y+~ 
CLEFT CWJTE------ -----749.0 
CLEFT Lip- ---- -_---- -------------------------------------,~~-, 
CLEFT PIlATE WITH CLEFT l.IP------------------- ----------------7f+q.E 

ITER CONGENIT4L INw4u.IES OF UPPER ILIMEWARY TRACT ---------------~--~~o 
lNDHbl.lES OF TONGUE---- ---------------------------------------------~~~.~ 
pyLOR,t STENCSIS------- ______ --------A-- ---- -------750.1 
TRACHEwESDPH4GEaL FISTULA------- --------- -------*,5&2 
ESOPHlGElL ATRTRESII AND .wEN0SIS----------- ---------------------------------------~-~~~~.’3 
CITHFR SPECIFIEI) ANOHdLlEs OF UPPER ALIMEMARY TRICT--------------------750.8 
UNSPECIFIED INOYLLIES II= UPPER dLlWEMdRY nacT--- ------------750.q 

THER CONGENlTAL ANOMALIES OF OIGESTIVE SYSTEH-------------------------------PI 
HECKEL,S DIMqICUlJI”------ ----- -_--- --------I-- --- -751.0 
kwnabres OF TNTESTTNAL FIXATION ___________----------- ----------*75,.1 
Hlff5CHSPRUNG’S DISE&SE ____ ---_---- ____________ - _____------ t751.2 
ArnRESIL AND STENOSXS GF RECTUH 1NO .wlL CIWJ. __________-______-__--- ---6751.3 OmER dNDpqlLI<S OF INTEST,NE------------------------------------------------------~~~-~ 
4TaES16 FF BILI&RY oucTs--- ~_______________ --------f751.5 
OTHER AhCM&LIES OF GAl.LBLADOER, BILE OUCTS, AND Lt”ER------------------------f75l.6 
lNOHflL,ES OF P~NCPEIS---------i------------------------- ---------------,51.7 
DMER BPEClFIED AN[IRALIES OF DIGESTWE SYSTEM-- -----75 1.8 
UMSPECIFIED PNOHALIE.5 OF DIGESTIVE SYSTE*-------------------------------751.9 

ONGFNI,bL AYOMALIES (IF “9INbW SYSTE:I----------------- -----------,53 
REN&L *GENESIS- ---- __--__- ----_------ __ _---_-_ -753.0 
CYST,C KlDNEY DISEISE----- __---_--__ -753.1 
CRSTSCCTIYE DEFECTS OF “RlNbRY T&XT--------- --_--_----__ ---------i---753** 
DMER spEciFIE0 momu~s riF umw- --__--------- -753.3 
OTHER SPECIFIED mOmLIES CF UQETER- -753.4 
EXTROPHY IIF “PINAW BLAODER-- ----------------------------------~~~.~ 
4TRESIA ANO STEtJOSIS OF URETHRL PiNI eLlaOH? NECK _-____-~ -753.6 
OIWR SPECIFIEO AScwl.IES CF RLlDDEe am UWTIR- _____--- --753.8 
(JNSPE,=IFlED ANOHALlES OF URrN&?y SYSTEII-----------------------------------------~~3.9 

LUQFOOT ,CONGENIT9~1------------ 754 
TILIPES ctavus-- - ---__--- -*754.0 
SALTPES EPUINO”wcUS- ----------------------------------------.~ 
TALI PES CALCANEOYALGUS------ ---------- C154.2 
TdLIPES, IITHHER SPECIFIED TYPES. N@T ELSFUHERE mlssIFIABr.E- _- ---- ------+755.8 
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Table l-24. Deaths From 281 Selected Causes, 
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IRRHCSlS CF L,“ER.. ........................................................... “,E 
*LtOHDL,‘.............-........................-...........................~,l .. 
OTHER SPECIflED............*...........*.~....-.-........--*............-.*~~l .. 
UNSPECIFIEO...............................................................~~,l .. 

10LELlTHIdSIS, C”OLECYSTITIS AND CHOLANGITIS.. ........................... .574.575 
WER DISE&sSES OF OuxsrIYE SYSTEII ..... 526510,5~~.53L.5~,,564-5,0.57~,~~71,J,L.57~ 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 197~Con. 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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! Table l-29. Deaths From 69 Selected Causes, by Number and Percent for Which AutopsiesWere Reported and 1tem”Findjngs Us&Was on 

, Certificate, by Number end Percent for Which Autopsy Findings Were Used: United States, 1974 
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Table 130. Deaths Occumfng in the United States 
[ceaths in& those to nonresidents Of the lJnihl states. 
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From Selected Causes, by Date of Death: 1974 
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Table 2-2. Infant Mortality Rates by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974 

Table 2-3. Infant, Neonatal, and Postneonatal Death and Rates by Spechied Race 0; National Origin and Sex: United States, 1.974 
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mum 28 DAYS 
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Table 24. Infant Mortality Rates by Age and Color: United States, 1965-74 
[sates per 100,p00 live birvm ill specified pomp] 

AgetiC- 19741 1973’ Lw2=.= 19n= 19701 l¶Es 1968 1967 1966 1965 

nlml 
under I ------------------------------------------. 1,6,0.1 l,,,LS 1,84,.0 1,9lL, 2,wl.l 2,085.2 ZJ.78.4 2,24&s z,?.71.5 2,469.6 

6 ae98------------------------------------------- 

7-13 ~---------------.--------.-------..--.- 

14-m ~------------------------------------- 

2&g ~--------------------------------------- 

2 Kmth;--------------------------------------------- 
3 rn~-------------------------------------------------- 
4 montbh------------------------------------------------ 
5 mcptb--------------------------------------- 
5 Mmtbs-------------------------------------------- 
,mrmths------------------------------------------- 
Bmmiths---------------------------I---------------------- 
9 montbs------.-.----------.--------------~.~.~~-~~~~~~~.~- 
Lo mrsrths------------------------------------------------- 
u Mmths------------------------------------------------ 

-dFmB 
under lpar --------------.---..---.- - -.-- --- 1,4.x.9 1,5,7.4 1,636.6 1,70,.1 1,775.t 1,e.m.9 1,919.6 lJJ68.6 Z,OB.O 

under 98 asss------------------.----.----------- r,lx3.s 1Je3.9 L&-5&8 ynz.5 1J76.8 I&s.6 1,473.z 1gal.8 1,560.8 1,rnB.f 
under 1 asy--------------------.--.----------------------- 603.0 652.7 709.9 747.6 798.5 827.7 868.9 871.8 sm.6 9JO.l 

,50.6 52.5 56.0 54.7 55.5 51.1 m.1 

B aays-------------.---..--..-------------------------- 
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Table 2-5. Infant M&t&y Rates for 65?&&d Causes by Color: United States, 1974 

mseases ortlrame ~---------------------------------------------------------------.----------------------------------------------------~~I 

henCepbalua ______________-__------------------------------------------------...-- - ______ - ---------------------------------------------, 40 
8&n M~~----------------------------------------------.-------------------.----------------------------------------------------------,~, 

Au &.er l&%m,&l Erntit,%rnS lrmelated to pcegnancy ----____________------------------------------------------- 761.2,761.4-761,7,76.9 1 
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Tible 2-6. Infant Mortality Rates by Color: United States. Each Division and State, 1970-74 
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Table 2-7. Neonatal Mortality Rates by Color: United States, Each Division~and State, 1970-74 
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Ninnesota-------------------------- 
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&k&e. -__-_-_--__-___-- - --_---__----- 
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Il.4 la.5 
12.7 
12.0 2:: 

lo.8 16.2 
Il.7 3.7.7 
12.7 lL* 
12.2 la.0 

lo.4 1*x 
l0.l. *Il.?. 

9.3 lo.5 
lo.2 16.9 
Il.9 ll:5 
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~~~~------------------------- I 

~~~~~~-~----~~~-~--~-~----- 
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cherc&ee------- ---------- - 
m@,m _______ - ___________ --- ______ 
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nap----.------------------------- 
w&e _-___ - -_-_-_ --_--_--- -_-_ - 
F~~yth------------------------ 
-~~~-------------------------- 
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paulding------------ _________. 
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Lo.9 Geeent-----------..--------------- 13.1 Miami------------------------------- 
II 10.7 ale--------.--------------------- 
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OulcLBmas, oeg _------_----___-_____ -_ 
“nahiogtol, h _-__ - ___---__--______ 
Cleak, ~~~---.-----------.--------- 

Flwldeace-w---t, R.I------- 
Reet------------------------------- 
Fwvi&m~e---- ------_ - ---_-------__ 
==a~------------------------------ 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974 
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MN--- 

“HITE--------- 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under I Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Death Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 

HtJE--- 
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“Ham-------------.-- 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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‘k&de 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Ham, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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M&E-- 
FE”lL E-- 

IHI,E--------- __--____- 
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Table Z-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974-C&. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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a Id Sex United States and Each State. 1974-&n. 
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,EGP-------------------------------- 

I&L%- 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 197~Con. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and-Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
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- i I : i : : 
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Table Z-10. Deaths Under .l Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the untted states: 197~Con. 
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Table 2-10. Dea& Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the United States: 1974-Con. 

JIN. FEB. 

- - 

YLR. 

- 
- 

OCT. ND”. CFC. 

“NOER 7 OAYS-- 
““IT--- 
ILL QTTHER-- 

UNDER 1 HO”R----- 
“WCTE------ 
AU OTHER-- 

1-23 HO”RS----- -- 
UHITE------ 
ALL OTHER-- 

I OAF- __--- 
~WHITE----- 

ILL OTHER-- 
p ~~y~----------~~ 



SECTION 2 - INFANT MORTALITY 2-31 

Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under-28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under.1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the kited States and.F.ach Stafe; and by Age and Sex for 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Ye” and Unde’r 2s Days, by Month and Color, fdr the United States and Each State; and by‘Age and.Sex fir 

FEB. AR. 

- 
MEA. KS. AND CCLOR 

M1CHlt.w 

“NpR 1 yE&R------.--- _------------- 

HHITE----- 
AU OTHER-- 

UNDER 28 0IY.F----- 
WHITE---- 
AU OTHER--- 

“NDER , YEAR- _----------- ~ _-_-_--- 

WHITE------ 
ILL OTHER-- 

UNDER 28 o,$y+--- _----------- 

HHITE--- 
ALL OTHEP-- 

NISSIS.sIPP~ 

“NOES 1 YEnR------------------------- 

WHITE---- 
ILL (ITHER-- 

UNDER *a DIys-------------------- 

HHITE--- 
ALL OTHER- 

UNDER 1 YEAR--- --___----- 

WHITE---- 
ALL OTHER-- 

UNDER *a DIys-------------------- 

CIHITE- 
ALL OTHER-- 

UNDER 1 YE.&+------------------- 
WHITE---- 
*u OTHER-- 

UNDER 28 D&F?----- ------___--_-- 
U”ITE------ 
*IA OTAEP- 

UNDER 1 yE&p--------p---- 

HHITE----- 
ILL OTHEP-- 

“,,DER ze oIys-------------------- 

HH,TC------ 
AU OTHER- 

NEH WEXICC 

UNDER 1 YEI\R------------------------- 
WHITE-- 
ALL OTHER-- 

“NDER 18 D*yS------------------------- 
WITS---- 
ILL OTHER- 

NEW YORK 

UNDER , YE4R-------------------- 
WHITE----- ILL OTHFR-- “NOER 28 savs---------------------- 
UHITE----- ALL OTHEP-- 



2-34 SECTION 2 - INFANT MORTALITY 

Table Z-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States end Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the united states: 1974-&n. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United St&es and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the United States: 1974-Con. 
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Table 2-11. Infant Mortality Rates for 65 Selected Causes: United States, 1968-74 
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6.7 x0.2 x0.3 “0.1 

4.7 I 
5.3. 6.0 3.6 4.5 4.6 
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Table 2-12. 

eai 

Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
[Numben after causes of death are catemory numb& of the Ekhth [Numben after causes of death are catemory numb& of the Ekhth 
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Table 2-12. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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Table 2-13. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, From 65 Selected Causes, by Color, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Mhths, 
[Numbers after causes of deathfve categmy numbera Of the EIghl 

51 
9 

I.512 

IS 
‘: 

5 

4 
5 

; 
54 

5 

II 
3 

9 

i 5 

: 
Z6 

: 

13 

i 



SECTION 2 - INFANT MORTALITY 

Fro& 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United Stak and Each St&, 1974-&n. 

2-91 

XI T “TN “IRG1NIA 

7 : 1 T 
- 

WHITE I I 1 AU 
OTHER 

,- 

- 

WHITE ILL 
OTHER 

WHTTE 

t 

T 



2-92 SECTION 2 - INFANT MORTALITY 

1 

Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 

Au. CAUSES---- -_- 

IARRHEAL DISEIISES----- --------------------009 
HODP,NG tO”t”-------------1----031 
ENINGOCccCAL ‘NFEc.T‘GN%--- ---------ox 
FTdNUS---- -----___ -------------og7 

759 474 

2 

: 
3 

9 

1 

63 too 

: 
1: 
4 

. ; 
i 



SECTION 2 -INFANT MOXiALITY 

Fmm 65 Selected Causes. by Color: United States and Each State, 1974-Con.‘ 

I L7 
- 28 
- 29 
- 30 

.- 31 
1 31 
- 33 

- 34 
- 35 
- 36 
- 37 
- 38 

- 39 
- 40 

- 41 
- 42 
- 43 
- 44 
- 45 
- 46 

- 47 

- 48 
- 49 
- 50 
- 51 
- 5* 

- 53 
- 54 
- 55 
- 56 
- 57 
- 58 
- 59 

- 61 
- 62 
- 63 
- 6.5 
- 65 

i 



Table 

3-1. 

3-2. 

3-3. 

3-4. 

3-5. 

3-6. 

3-7. Fetal-death ratios by color: United States, each division and State, 1970-74-- 3-8 

3-8. Fetal deaths by. State of occurrence. distributed according to State of resi- 
dence: United States and each State, 1974 -------------------------L--- 3-9 

3-9. 

3-10. 

3-11. 

3-12. 

3-13. 

3-14. 

3-15. 

3-16. 

3-17. 

Page 

Minimum period of gestation for which fetalideath registration is required 
and fetal deaths by period of gestation: United States and each State, 1974 -- 3-3 

r _ 
Fetal deaths and fetal:death ratios by color: United States, .1942-74 --------- 

Number and percent distribution of fetal deaths, by age of mother, for speci- 
fied periods of gestation: Selected areas combined, 1974 ----------------- 

&taI deaths and fetal-death ratios, by legitimacy status, age ofTmother, and 
c-,1&.: Toti of 38 reporting areas, 1974 ______ -___-_- ___-_--_- -mm------ 

3-4 

3-4 

3-5 

Fetal deaths and fetal-death rates, by plurality of birth, color, and sex: 
Unit&States, 1974 --__----_-------_-_------------------------------- 3-5 

Fetal deaths by period of gestation and color, and fetal-death ratios by color, 
for metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties in the United States and each 
geographic division; and for population-size groups in the United States: 
1974 ---------------------------------------------~----------------- 3-6 

Fetal deaths by month and color: .United States and each State, 1974 --------- 3-12 

Fetal deaths by age of mother; total-birth order, color, and sex of child: 
United States, 1974 ,,------,--------------,,,,-,--------------~---------~- 3-16 

Fetal deaths by age of mother and color: United States and each-state, 1974 -- 3-18 

Fetal deaths by total-birth order and color: United .States and each State, 
1974---------------------------------------------------------------- 3-22 

Fetal deaths by attendant,- gestation group, and color: United States and each 
state, 1974 -------------_----__------------------------------------- 3-26 

Fetal deaths by birth weight, plurality of -birth, color, and sex: United States, 
1974 __-___,_-_--------------,-----,-----------------------~---------- 3-29 

Fetal deaths by period of gestation, plurality of birth, color,. and sex: United 
states, 1974--------------------------------------------------------- 3-30 

Fetal deaths by birth weight and color for the. United States and each State; 
and by sex for the United States: 1974 ---~------------------------------ 3-31 

Fetal deaths by period of gestation and.color for the United States and each 
State; and by sex for the United States: 1974 ------r--------------------- 3-34 

3-l 



SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 3-3 

Table 3- 1. Minimum Period of Gestation for which Fetal-Death Registration Is Required and Fetal Deaths by Period of &station: United St&s 



3-4 SECTION 3 : FETAL MORTALITY 

Table 3-2. Fe&J Deaths and Fetal-De&i R8ios by Colo’r: United St&es, 1942-74 

Table 3-3. Number and Percent Dihibution of FetalDeaths, by Age of Mother, for Spzified Periods of Gestation: Selected Areas Combfned, 



, 

, 

Table 3-5. Fetal Deaths and Fetal-De& Rates, by Phality of Birth, Color, and Sex: United’States, 1974. 



3-6 SECTION 3 ; FETAL MORTALITY 

Table 3-6. Fetal Deaths bi Period of Gestation and Color, and Fetal-Death Ratios by Color, for Metropolk and Nonmetro~lttan Counties in 

the United States and Each Geographic Division; and tar Population-S&e Groups in the United States: 1974 
[Ratios per 1,000live birUleinspeeified~"p.Urhanplaces inmetropDlltaneoonttesarethosenithpopulatlonso* 10,000 or more; llrbanpklcesinn~nmetropo,*tan counttss'ara 

"msetitbpopvlatiansof: 10,OOOor more butless "m~50,000. Fordefinltlonofareas; see Technical Appendix] 

Lm.an ploces--.---.--------.----.-------------------------------------------- 
~~---- 

An other-. 



SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 3-7 

Table 3-6. F&l Deaths by Period of Gestation and Color, and Fetal-Death Ratios by Cdlor, for Metropolitan and Nonmetr~p~lih Counties in 

the United States and Each Ge&r&~hic @vi&i; and fop Populatio&ze Gr?ups in the United States: 197PCon. 
EMios per 1,000 live bidhe in specifi&l group.urban pkaces In metmpoutan COlmtie8 areulase with popuhnons Of I&ml or more; urban phces in nonm~tr0~utan counties are 

those with populations of 10,000 or more but less than 50,000. For dealiiaoo of areas. see Technical Atloentil 

East loutll cent~------------------------------------------------------------------ 



SECTION 3 - .FETAL MORTALITY 

“*&is’---- __________ --_. 
west V~-------------------- 
mrtb c- ---- -- -_-_-_- -- ___. 

--_i_---_-______- 

East S&h central: 
Ken--------- ___-_- --_-_ 
~enneiiile~---------------------. 
A&& -___ - __________ --. ____________. 
Mississ*~~L-------.----------- 

west so&b oeu.trek 
~~aasl-----------------;----------- 
~wl”~------------------------- 
we------ --___-- - _--_-__ 
~-------------------------------- 

b&mQtain: 



‘SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 3-9 

Table 3-8. Fetal Deaths by State of Ocourrence Diititited According to State of Residence: United States and Each State, 1974 
[Fetal deaths includi only those with’stated or presumed period of gestation of i0 weeks or more; me Techoiczd Appendix. Unit cd residence is de”ned as the c.mdy or county 

equtvalent of which the mother ms a resident. Data by p!aee.cd residence exclude deaths occurring in the United States ia nonresidenta; however, data by 
include deaths to nonresidents] 

place of accnrre,,ce 

; 

. . . 

2 

; 
.- 

; 

; 

. . 

. . . 

4 

; 
I 

; 

_ 

; 

. . . 

1 

; 

; 

. . . 



. . . 

i 

; 

i 

.- 

i 

3 

i 
. . . 

i 

._ 5 
I 

z 

i 

- 

“0. 

- 

32 
= 

; 

; 

2 

I 

i 

. . . 

i 

I 

- 

mr, 

- 

8 

i 

5 

. . 

- 

Aev. 

- 

B 

; 

i 

. 

; 



SECTioN 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 3-11 

Term. Tex. “tab vt. LT. S.C. &; 

5 55 c 

- - 
_ _ 
_ _ 
- - 

_ - 
- _ 
_ - 
- _ 
_ _ 

- 22 
_ _. 
- _ 
_ _ 

- _ 
- - 
_ _ 
- _ 

; 1 
_ _ 
- _ 
- _ 

_ _ 
_ _ 
- _ 
- _ 

_ _ 
- - 

- 10 
- _ 

_ _ 
_ _ 

- ; 
. . . - 

- . . . 
- - . . 
_ _ 
_ _ 
_ _ 

_ _ 
_ _ 
_ _ 
_ _ 
_ _. 
_ _ _ 

E 
- - 

; 

2 

. 

; 

I 

53 

_ 



3-12 SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 
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Table 3-9- Fetal Deaths by Month and Color: &ted States and Each State, 197PCon. 
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Table 3-9. Fetal Deaths by Month and Color: United States and Each State, 1974-Con. 
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‘Table 3-10. Fetal Da&s by Age of Mother, Total-Birth Order, Color, and Sex of child: United States, 1974 
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Au other __________________________________ 1 
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Table 3-10. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother, Total-Birth Order, Color, and Sexof Child: United States, 1974-‘&n. 

l 
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Table 3-11. Fetal Deaths. by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 1974 

l 
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Table 3-l 1. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 197~Con. . 

IDL”D--------- -__-_- - 

UHITE--- 
ALL OTHER- 

I 5 -5-49 
EKG 
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Table 3-11. Fetal De&s by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 1974-Con; 

MISSOURI--------- ------ 

WHIT- 
LL OTHER- 

f4ONTbNl --_-- 

“HIT- 
&L OTHER- 

NEBR*SK&------------ 

““IT- 
ALL OTHER- 
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Table 3-11. Fetal Deaths b; Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 197PCm. 

“EL:’ IS-19 
YEdRS 

m-24 
YEARS 

743 

87 
s 



3 7 
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Table 3-12. Fetal D&s by Total-Birth Order end Color: United States end Each State, 1974-Con. 

IDA"0 ------- ------ ---_. 

WHITE---- 
%L OTHER-. 

ILCINCIS -- 

WH*,E----~ 
AU OTHER- 

IO"*-------- -- 

HHITE--- 
ALL OTHER- 

KANSAS---- ------_ --_------__ 

"HITE--- 
ALL OTHEG- 

KENTUCKY--------------------- 

UHITE--- 
AU OTHER- 

HAM' -------- 

UHITE------ 
AU OTHEP- 

HARYLAND----- ~--_--__-__- 

WITI!-- 
ALL OTTHER-- 

"ASSACHUSSTTS-------- 

YHITE----- 
ALL CITHEP- 

WHITE---- 
ALL OTHER-- 

HINNESOTA------ ------ ---- 

UHITE-- 
AL‘ OTHER-- 

5 
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RHOOE IQLAND------- .------- 

WHITE----- 
XL OTHER- 

SOUTH CPROLINb------- 

WHITE------ 
ALL OTHER- 

SO”T” DUOTP---------------- 

TENNESSEE------------ 

WHITE----- 
AU OTHER-- 

“TAH---------- ____ ____-____--- 

HHITE----- 
PLL OTHER-- 

VERHONT~-- --------__- 

HHITE----- 
bLL OTHER- 

VIRGINIA=----- -_~ 

NHrrE------ 
PiLL OTHER-- 



3-26 SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 

Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attendant, Gestation Group, and Color: United States and Each State, 1974 

ion 

UNITED STIES--- 

WITE---- 
I\LL OTHER-- 

*L&B*&+------------ 

WHITE--- 
ALL DTHER-- 

7 

; 

4 

4 

.- 

1 

I 

nRKnNsns4----------- 
WHITE------ 
PlLL OTHER-- 
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Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attendant, Gestation Group, and Color: United St&q and Each State, 1974-Con. 

3-27 

"*CHIG*h------- 
"HITE------- 
ALL OTHER-- 

H*NNESO,&-- -_ 
HHITE----- 
ALL OTHER-- 

.*Ps*ss*PP*~-------- 
HHITE---- 
4l.L InHER-- 

",SSrJ"R,---------- 
WHITE----- 
t.LL CIMER-- 

NEBR*sKk------ 
WI TE--- 
LLL OTHER-- 

NE"bOd------- 
I(HITE------ 
4l.L OTHER- 

NEW HAHFSHIRE------ 
WHI,E--- 
ILL OTHER-- 

NEW JERSEY __ 
UHITE--- 
ILL CITHER- 

NE" HEX,C------ 
HHITE-- 
ILL OTHER-- 

NEW Yd------ 
WHITE---- 
ILL OTHER-- 

O"IO----------- 
"HITE-- 
ALL OTHER-- 

OKL*nOHP 1 
"HITE--- 
ALL oyrl-- 

OREGON'-- _- 
"HIT'E----- 
ALL oTtme- 

PENN.sYL\IIN,*--------- 
HHI,E--- 
6v.L OTHER- 

RHOLIE ISLlND -- 
""‘,&----- 
ILL OTHER-- 

SO"," CARcL*NA------ 
HHITE--- 
ILL LITHER-- 

mulli DLKOTL-------- 
MHITE-- 
ILL OTHER- 

L 

; 

I 

I 

I 

, 

. 
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Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attenhnt, G&station Group, and Color: United States and Each State, 197PCqn. 
[F&d deaths kc*“& c&y those f 

TENNESSEE- ‘- 

WrrE------ 
ALL OTHER-- 

TEXP- -- 

WHITE---- 
e.LL OTHER-- 

VERMmd-- --__-- 
WIT&----- 
AL!. OTHER-- 

VmmIA~---~ 
“HITE----- 
AU OTHER-- 
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-Table 3-14. Fetal Deaths by Bii Weight, Plurality of Bii, Color, and Sex: U&d Stat& 1974 

Fetal. c%%d.hs in !M.n@c ~~-~es---------------- 
F&al deaths in twJ.n deliwrles---------------- 
Fetal. de&be in other plurel ueli-s ---------- 
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Table 3-15. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation; Phrality of Birth, Color, and SEX: United States, 1974 

Pered ok gestatirm= 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Birth Weight and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 1974 
. ..- 

IF&~ d&b in&& ati~ 6-e witi stated oi presumed peri?d o[ @&at& of 20 we& k more; see &ho& ~mendiil 

1 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Birth Weight and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 1974-&n. 
I¶ tb 

L,501- 
!,OOO 
iRb”S 

3.501- 
4,000 
GRINS 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Birth Wetght.md Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 197PCon. 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the Untkd States: 1974 

92 
91 

1 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of G&&ion and Color for the United States and Each St&; and by Sex for the United States: 197~Cm 

.-. 
WIT%---- 
AU OTHEI-- 

NER’PISKC------------------- 

WHITE----- 
ALL CTHEll-- 

_ . 
*HlTE--- 
ILL CTHER- 

NEH HLwsHHIPE------ -_-___ 
“HITE---- 
ALL OTHER-- 

NE” .lE-.PEY-- --- 

HHITE------ 
ILL OTHER-- 

NE” NEXIG(I----------------- 

UHITE----- 
ALL OTHER- 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation andcolor for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United Statea: J974-Con, 
[F&l deEA rlho 

T 

m-23 
WEEKS 

x-27 
WEEKS 

32-35 
WEEKS 
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4-4. 

4-6. 
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Deaths from motor vehicle accidents, by person injured, cause of death, 
Color, and sex: Unite&States, 1974 ;- ~~_~~~~_~__~_~~~ ------------------ I 

Deaths from motor vehicle accidents, by person injured, age, race, and sex: 
United States, 1974 ---------------- --___. ________-__----- ------------- 

Deaths from motor vehicle accidents, by’person injured, color, and- sex: 
United States and each State, 1974 --------------------------------- 
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4-4 

4-12 

Deaths from accidental poisoning, by .age, color, and sex: United States, 
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Deaths from nontransport accidents, by place of accident, cause of death, 
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4-2 SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Table 4-1. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex Unifed States, 1974 
ijmhules each three-dfgtt category from E310 to E823 of the Eighth Revfsian&~~~al~as~~ of Diseases, Adapted, 1963. Numbers after person injured am fourth- 

st.her ncaco-~ aeeulents-------------. 
--- 

white--~ 
Pimae-. 

All ather--xale--- 
Panale- 

If lmspecilie* nah --------.-.___________ ~~I: 

Faulle-- 
whitS~~~~~~.-. 

FemEk- 
All other--n¶le--- 

Peaale- 
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Table 41. Deaths From M&r Vehicle Accidents, by Person.Injured, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-Cdn. 

EBh)-E82: 

- 

D 

I 

I I 

w 



SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Table 4-2. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents; by Person 

1 All lnotca vehicle accidentr-------------------------BBU)-E~ 
I 

(E,,&J2 

&iSh (.6) ________________________ ---_----_-- ______ -- ________ -_ 

bkle---- 
Ed*-- 

White-------M&-- 
FEmnlue-- 

l&sm------e---- 

Female-- 
other races-+mle---- 

P&e-- 
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I 

Injured, Age, Race, and sex: united states, 1974 I a6 - 

E 

: 
i 

: 
: 
I 

- 

4-5 



4-6 SECTION. 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Table 4-2. Deaths From Motor Vehicle hccidents, by Person 

28 passenger in motor wMcle other tbao motc.rcycle LlL---------------- 
es “de--- 

2 
white-------4fale--- 

Fd-- 

:: &pa------- Fen&e- 
:: Mher races-44ale--- Female-- 
37 Uotorcpu*t (.2)--------------------------------------- 
zi ---- Fd- 
z ~tc-------- PemQ.k-- 
ii l&PZ-------Nale-- Feolale-- 
:: other racea-4ale-- ~~-- 
45 peBseoBez anmotorcycle (.3’--------------------------Hsle--I 
:: Female- 
:: Ilhite--4kk--- FEXZXl-- 
z WgXO------e-- Pemal.Z-- 
2: other mea-Male---- Femsle-- 

64 Rider of Mimal or occupmn~ Of animal-dram vehicle (.5)----------------- 
z 

wale-- 
Female-- 

z 
!G&te------- 

Fd-- 
69, Ii~~O-------M&+-- 
E Femsle-- other -s--- 12 Pd- 
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Injured, Age, Race, and Sex United States, 197~Cm. 
Adapted, 1965. 

I 
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Table 42. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person 

_ _ - _ _ _ l- - _ - _ - _ _ _ - _ 
-I - 
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Injured, Age, Race. and Sex: United States, 1974-&n. 
1066. 

E 

33-34 

:atepr 

60-64 
year= 
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Table 42. Jkaths From Motor Vehicle A&d&, by Person 



SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

l&red, Age, Race, and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 

: 
3 
3 - t z ; : - _ _ - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ 
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Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex United States and Each State, 1974 

~----------------------------- 
a-- 
&male- 

Whi*----d(sle--- 
FemsLe-- 

1111 bthu-a*---- 
Paale-- 

Deorgio----...------------------------------- 
. ----. 

Ppmale- 
mj.te----+f&+-- 

F-C+-- 
All other--Hale---- 

P&-- 



IdnhO-------.-------------------------------- 

“tile--- 
Penale- 

white -----_ l&l.e-- 
hmale- 

All other--me--- 
F&e-. 

Illtmia- -----_______________________________ 
n*--. 
PenaLe-. 

white ----- aale ___, 
Female-~ 

All other-d(sle---. 
&male-. 

~~oua----------------------------------------~ 
b&k---. 
Female-. 

whit,e~~~~~~Male --_. 
Bmae-. 

All at&P----. 
Faale-. 

~saa-------------------------------------~ 
----. 
E&de-- 

m*e.--a---. 
Penale- 

P.ll other-&ale---- 
&sale-- 

~~--------.----------.------------------ 

lal.3~--- 
SSW.b+- 

lm.te---------- 

Paale-- 
All other------ 

Female-- 

-ai-------.-.---------------------------- 
Male---- 
P&e-- 

ihrce------e-- 
I‘emsle-- 

All other-M@J.e---- 
&male-- 

Mllryland --____________________________________ 
we--- 
Female-- 

WMte ----- -D(aLe ____ 
&male-- 

All other--wue---- 
Penale-- 

Table 4-3. Deaths From. Motor Vehicle Awiden@,, by Person Injured, Color, end Sex: United States end Each State, 197PCon. 

SECTION 4 - AC&ENT MORTALITY 4-13 
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Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle 
Dmlths are those assigneli to category numberi E9,0-5% 

Hins-------------------------------------- 
m&-- 

Female- 
Hhite --____ Male __.- 

Female-- 
All other--Mae----- 

Fd-- 

Montana------------------------------------ 
Male---- 
P-e- 

Wbite----M&& ---- 

Fe- 
All other-Al&e--- 

Female-- 

mite---a&e-- 
lkmak-. 

w other-a----- 
P-- 

&” MedeO---------------------------------- 
----. 
Femsle-- 

.&l*------ ___. 
Female-. 

An other-xae-- 
Fti-. 

Bcw Eor~------.-------------------..---------. 
wile---. 
Female- 

mhite-----qQ.le--- 

Female-. 
All other--hl*e---- 

Pde-. 

cidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 19X-Con. 
L the Eighul Retisbn International ChssNleation cb Diseases, Adapted, lp65. Numbers after person injwad sr. 

Iourth-digit S”bcategOry numbers] 



~eM8----------------------------------------- 
ntie---- 

Virsiaib-.----------------------------------- 
m&e---- 
F-Z+- 

mite-----Mole-- 

&male-- 
Al.1 otbz-MP.le---- 

Female-- 

I . 

SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 4-15 

Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, end Sex: United States and Each State, 197PCon. 
_ btbs are tbose assigned to category numbers Em-Ems or the Eighti? Revision InternatIonal classificati.m a1 Diseases, mapted, 1965. Numbers after person injured are 

.fourth-digit subeategorg numbers] 
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Table 4-3. Deaths From Motor Vebtcle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex: Untted States and Each State, 197GCon. 
@eatbe are tboae assigned to category numbers Em-Bs2q of the Eighth Revision ILltelnanoMl aassifkatim of maeases. AdaPt@ 1965. Numbers after parwm Injured am 

bmtb-digit mbcategoxq numbers] 

I I 
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Table 4-4. Deaths From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and Sex United States, 1974 

.6 Rvg.eEhgem ---------.-_____________________________-~. 
n&e-- 

eaale- 
white -_-__ - ____ 

Pen&e-- 
All .ather-4Lae---- 

&smele-- 

BalicylateS ala “-rs------------------------‘----- 
Me&---- 
Female-- 

uhit.+---Male---- 

Female- 
All ot&r-4&.l.c~~~- 

Female-- 

.0,.2-.9 

B~titurateB-----------------------------------------~ 
---. 

Female-. 
WhW,e---I4&+-. 
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.1 

FL356 

.4 

.0-z., .8,.9 

B 

SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Table 4-4. Deaths From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and Sex United States, 1974-Con. 

~sn~ers-~~~~~~~-----~~~~~~~~~~----~-~~~~--~~-~ 
---- 
P-e-- 

White--.----- 
F-e-- 

m other-4kle---- 
anele- 

w other central ne- syeten aepEssantr an* 
st~a----.-...----------.---------...----------- 

---- 

1 

I 

i 
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T&e 4-4. Deaths From Accidenti Poisoning, by Age, C&r, ad sex: United state, lgi%-Con. 

: 

; 

; 

: 

.; 

: 

; 

I. 

; 

; 

4 8 7 
z : i 
: ; ; 1 : ; 

- 1 : - 
; I ; _ _ ; - - _ - - _ 
- 1 - 

; I 
; I I : _ _ _ _ _ _ 

- _ _ _ 
_ _ _ - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - - - 



4-20 SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Y&m dcle exheest Bss---------------------------- 

Bile---- 

Pemalc-- 
white.-.~~4ble---- 

Ezmae-- 

All other-wnle---- 

Female- 

p Ealztal monaaae - inecmplete ew oi 
metis -------------------------------- 

S&b----- 
PemaLa-- 

m&---l&k-- 
Fs%ae-- 

All otheF--- 
Pemole- 

y a- cwbaD moMldde---------------------------- 
--- 

mnale-- 
White-----e-- 

Bnale-- 
Au other--Male---- 

Pmcale- 

y other B”ea and vapors-------------.------------ 
--- 

F-C-- 
UMt+---.+-- 

Female-- 
All dhel---- 

SRl!Z%b-- 

y lmspecified. gases ma vq.yrs--- ______________________ 
Hsle--- 
FensLe-- 

White.-------- 
FEmle-- 

All other------ 
Paale- 

L 
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T&e 45. Deaths Fmm Nontrqrt Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, C&r, and Sex: United States, 1974 

y antibiowcs aIla other lulti-infeeti~~--------------------------------- 
--- 
Pensle- 

mli+e----e-- 
Penale-- 

ml other-dlale--- 
Female-- 

.o InI&-, any--- ------__-_______-_-_------------------------------- 
Male-- 

F@ilb9LB.- 
w&i* ____- we ____ 

Bemsle-- 
Au other-+le.le---- 

Femsla-- 

---- 
Female-- 

wbii,%---Male-- 
Fe-- 

All otber-~e---- 

pemale-- 

r hmmones and synthetic subltituter----------------------.---.--------- 
---- 

&sale-- 
m&te --___ +J$& ____ 

Bemale-- 
All other--wale---- 

FernaLe-- 

ROgWtogeps ------- -__- _______- - -_-_____________ -_-___- __________ 
l Male--- .6 

.0-s,.,-. 

prs WLThllLT anahematolcgic scents----------------------------- 
I&&--- 
RDd.~-- 

W,ite-----44@.&-- 
Female-- 

Ail ather--Mole---- 
nmal.e-- 

y analgeaice and ~~~-~=s---------------------------------------. 
--- 
Fenale-. 

white .._.__ - ___. 
Ffssle-. 

all other--x&e---. 
P-e-. 

.L SalicyhteC and c~en~*------------------------------------~-------~ 
Male-- 

.0,.2-8 All other analgasics and sntipyret,ics -_________________________________ 
Male-- 
mE3k- 

bIbitS------- 
Female-- 

All other------ 
Dkd.~-- 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 

E.5.54 

.o 

.I.-.9 Au &her B&3%hwS anaqpploticr-----------------------.------ 
M&L+--- 
FEn&e-- 

~~e----~~--~ 
Female-- 

P.Ll other--Male---- 
P--- 

~ers------------------------------------------------- 
Male-. 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death; Color, and Sex; United States, 197PCon. 
@mbdes each three-digit category and selected &m-digit sub~ategoriesf~~~ E.Wi to ~929 of the E1p1M.h ~etisi~n ~nternam cla~~ifi~ati~n of mseases.&obd.~m. mmbers 

; 

0 

7 

7 

; 

; 

: 

; 

Female-- 
White------ElaLe-l- 

F-e-- 
All &her--Mae---- 

F&a-- 

by cleallsing and poliehing ~~~~-.-----....----------------------------- 
Idale--- 
Femsle- 

inate ------ Male-- 
FETOQ.b-- 

All other?-Msile---- 
&male-- 

Em. 

ty heavy metd.s and their ames------ ------------........________________ 
I&.&---- 
FEW&-- 

Nhite---&h-- 
PElL%la-- 

All --Male--- 
Femple-- 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex United States, 1974~Con. 

I * n-Q, B~es------------------------------------------------ 
WA&--- 
F&-- 

wit&------- 
--- 

. w other-a---- 
Pemsle- 

r&m vehwe e&p.v.s* ~-------------------------------------- 
---- 
PU-- 

Hhite----ale--- 
*%d.e- 

Au. --l&k---- 
FeTcale- 

, Csrbcm mcmmdde arm incnnplete c.zsauBtm Of amestic mela--------- --- 
--- 

mte------ 
Fonsle- 

m *---- 
Female-- 

r other cartmu m~~~------------------------------------------------ 
Male--- 
Female-- 

Wbit~---MElS---- 
Female- 

All *--Male---- 
=-e-- 



SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY: 4-25 

Table 4-S. Deaths From Noritransport Accidents, by PIa& of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: Ux$ed States, 1974-Con; 
,hhdes each “me-d&U categorg and selected foufWt svbeategoriea from Essd to ES9 

after @aces Of accfdent are 

I I 

all’% = - et&s al. step8---------------------------------.------ 
---- 

Pemle-- 
WDite---d&b---- 

Pade-- 
All other--Male---- 

Pemale-- 

w.lfmmorc”ltc.ibuild3nqarotbeFs tructure-------------------------- 
Maa---- 

= intO me m &hcr opalfng io -f~.-----------:------------------ 
ml--- 

Female-- 
mte -__--- l&k ---- 

Female-- 
All other--Msls---- 

Ppmdr-- 

r 

: 
z 

: 
; 

z 
; 
1 

- 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United Skates, 1974-&m. 

69901 

, cmtrdlea fire in pL.imt$ ~~----------------------------~ 
ualc--. 
P&C. 

me------M*e--. 
Pea&e-. 

. w uther-4sle---. 
PemaLe-. 

, cantl.al.lea fire in othez building op stm&!xe ---__-___-_________----. 
---. 
Tti-. 

Ilhite-----Hale--- 
ptmale-. 

,ul L.ther-E.le--. 
PEnale- 

y unspecified fire--------------------------------------------~ 
It&+- 
FenaLe-. 

7&i*-------- 

w ---?I 
Fanale- 

mesfiw hest------------------------------------------------- 
Ilale-- 
Fd- 

White------- 

All. .=ther-E 
Female- 

\-cessiw eold---------------..-.--.--------------------------------.-- 
Hale--- 
Female- 

white------- 
Female- 

w ---ale--- 
Female- 

- 
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Table 4-5. Deaths F&n Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United Stat&, 1974-C& 

n&l al.3 lmr air ~~cure---.--.-.--------------------------~-~-~---- 
wak---- 
Female- 

were.------- 
Eb&¶le-- 

All other-~e---- 
Pemale- 

wfects oi travel snd~------------------------------------------- 
l&k-- 
Female-- 

white---ME&-- 

&male-- 
All other--u&e---- 

&male- 

hmger, air*, apaure, and@a@.ect -----------____________ ----~:r~~ 

--- 
Hbite--------- 

--- 
All other--ale---- 

I 
R.&r accident* EmJsed kq ~-------------------------------------- 

&%&-A 

ESd.e-- 
Wbit~-----Nnl~--- 

Fenale-- 
All other--Ms.le---- 

Female-- 

m ---_---_-_- - ____ - _____-_-_-------__: -_________________________ 
me--- 

eciclcnhl dmming and ~~~~------------------------------------ 
I&&-- 
&male-- 

Hhite----&& _-_- 

Pfmnle- 
All other-ae.w?.--- 

Esude-- 

mr-*tional activitied--------------------------------------- g&Q1 
Nale--- 1,796 
male-- 

white---&l~ _--_ ,,g 
Fooale-- 

Au other-a---- 2i 
mmale-- 54 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontmspmt Accid&ts, by Place of Accident, Cause of D&h, C&r, and sex: &ikd St&es, 1W$-&n, 
fhdudes each three-ditit catel?nrv and selected four-dicit subeatelmries from I3854 to E9a9 Of the Eik%th Revltion IntelnatIonal clasdfieation of Dlseases.*dn~*~,ted.,O15. ~“rdmrs 

rhhlatioll and iogestion of other Ob3e& eaoaille Ob~ioll ot 
supmur~~~-------------------------------------------------- 

“a--- 
&male-- 

wdte-----&Je--- 
Female-- 

All other--Hale---- 
c Female-- 

EEldentAl mecanieal ~~~~~an~~------~--------~----~~~ 
“El=---- 
BmBIe-- 

m*---U*e-- 
Pemnk-- 

All other--Male---- 
Ff3m.L+-- 
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:ciaent enused by cuttfn# or pierc* ins-+------ ---------------- 
I&&--- 
Feati-- 

wee ______ - ____ 
Femnle-- 

An. other-Male---- 
amale-- 

Table 4-S. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Caui of Death, Color, pnd Sex: United States! 1974-Con. 
bcludes each three-digit category aIN3 selected four-digit s”bc*egories *ram Em0 to ma of the Eighth ltevlsioa hterwa”onat Classmcat*on cd Diseases,Adapted,1as5. Numbers 

after places of aceident are spedal fifttl-dlgit s”bcategory ccdeq 

0th hand toms----------------------------------------------------- 
Male---- 
Paale- 

wMte------ 
FernaLe-- 

All &her--Male---- 
F-e-- 

--- 
Rmale- 

White---l&le-- 

PE%@l~-- 
All. other-dale---- 

Fcme.le-- 

sspecffied----------------------------------------------------------- 
M@&-- 

I 

I 

: 

I 

: 

; 

1 

; 

- 

; 

B 

.; 

; 

._ 

: 

i 

; 

i 1 1 Y 
I 

E 

% 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents. by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, end Sex: United States, 1974-&n. 
[h&des each three-digit category and selected four-digit subcategories &xn E8W to E929 of the Eighth Revislm hternatiolul Clabtication cd Manses,AdPpted~99(5.N~~~ 

after places of accident are spedal filth-digit subcategory code4 

.o 

.9 

.z 

.8 

.9 

*ecltitsllv .~--ted------------------------.---------------I 5l.2 
Male---- 46: 
Female- I 

white----Male----- 191 
P--- 

All other--Male---- :: 
Female-- i 

Other -6 (nKpeeiiied----------------------------------------------- 2,ca.l 

Male---- 1,55( 
Female- 34, 

white-----4&h---- I/29( 
pemaze-- 

An *-a-.-. 
l?d-- 

cs&nt eauaed m em=hivema--------------------------- 
M&e---- 
PETS&- 

White----- 
Female-- 

All ---- 
FenaLe-- 

F~-~---------------------------------------------------- 
Male--- 
Femsle-- 

~~--~~e-~- . FdC.. 
An other-e---- 

L%ndc-- 

Blasting materilrl------------------------------------------------- 
---- 
Female-- 

mte---a--- 
F-e-- 

w other----- 
Female-- 

Eq&dve &as ______ - __________________._ ---__.-__-__-L-__-_- 
Male-.-- 

Female-- 
me----t&&.--- 

Femnle-- 
All oth.%l---Mek---- 

Female-- 

l 
other----------------------..--.--------.-.---------- 

---- 
Female- 

miti------ 
Female-- 

w .at&elL-m--- 
Female- 

Unspecified --------I------------ -__--_---- ______ - _____ -__ 
%lM-- 
Pew&-- 

Whit~-----hlE---- 
Femnle- 

All other-wale--- 
Female-. 

.cciaent cn~ea’byhot substance, cmmsive liquT.3, an.3 steam--------- 
we--- 
Female-- 

White------- 
Female- 

u ofhar-e--- 
FmaLe-- 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Calm, and Sex: United States, 197PCon. 

.9 ull~~~ev~ed------------------------------------------------------------ 

hiale---- 
Female-- 

Whlte---4ele-- 

Feaal.e-- 
An other--Male---- 

*‘emsle- 

.I 1 
1 

Toni=~------.------------------------------------------------------ 
Me&---- 
Female- 

.&it= _____ tie-- 
Femnh-- 

AIL otller-me---- 
Female:- 

I 

chicle acciaent.s not elseimere classipiable---------------------------- 
m.le---- 
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Table 4-6. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place 

Ame’ (O)-------------------------------------------- 
me-- 
F&e-- 

WhiiX$~---~--- 
Female-- 

Egt+---4hle---- 
Female-- 

other mes--ale---- 
FElW.b-- 
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I of Accident, Age, mace, and Sex: United States, 1974 
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Table 4-6. Deaths From Ncrhnsprf Accident& by place 

. 

I 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontr~%~~~ti Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1974 
Deaths are those assigned to caNor numbers Fmo-E328 Of the Eighth Revision International classiacatioo Of Meeases, Adapted, m5. 

wmdal fw.h-dielt S”LlC&gdW ccdssl 
N”*rs after places oi addsnf am 

Delerare---------------------------- 
Male--- 
F&-- 

Wblte------ 
Pe@sle-- 

All wther--Male---- 
Pti-- 
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“auaii---------------------------~ 
Male---. 
Ekmah-- 

white _--__ -Maze ___. 

--- 
All other--e---- 

F--. 

~-a--------------------1-------- 
Mm--- 

%nnle-- 
mit.e-----4&-- 

Female-- 
r0.l other----- 

Ed-- 

-------------------------------- 
&k&e-- 
&?l.¶l~-- 

Hblte ----- a-- 
PQmle- 

Au &er-4lale--- 
Peaale- 

mnaaa -----------------__-_______ -_ 
I&k-- 
Ppmale- 

White ----_ a--- 
F-e-- 

All otll~-N*---- 
Penale-- 

Ma- _________-----____________ 
M&e-- 

F-*-- 
Hhit~-----44,G!+-~ 

Ppmale-- 
All other--mle--- 

Pemle- 

“ains ---------------_--_____________ 
Male-- 

Panale-- 
White----!a&+-- 

BmBle-- 
All other--nnle--- 

F&e-- 
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Table 4-7. Deaths From Nontcensport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, end Sex United State+ end Each State, 1974-Con. Table 4-7. Deaths From Nontcensport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, end Sex United St&q end Each State, 1974-Con. 
[maths ue those assigned to category numbers E850-E929 of the Eighth Revfston ?aternatiomt Classtfteatton of Diseures, Adapted. 1965. [maths ue those assigned to category numbers E850-E929 of the Eighth Revfston ?aternatiomt Classtfteatton of Diseures, Adapted. 1965. Numbers after placws of acddwnt are Numbers after placws of acddwnt are 

special fiftlPdrgit sobe*gorg ml&] special fiftlPdrgit sobe*gorg ml&] 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontraqxxt Accide& by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1.974-&n 

Fl$lUL@-a ------__________ ~I_I 

P6nae-- 
Whlte-----4&k.--- 

F.?lWA3-- 
All other-.M@.le---- 

nmnlc-- 

Rho& ~s~~~~~~~~~~-----------~---~ 
M&k--. 

bl&le-- 
tie-- 

FEeale-- 
m*e------- 

Peoele-- 
All other--M*---- 

F-e-- 

BOUth D-*----------------------- 
M&e-- 
PrmaLe-- 

white---*&-- 
Fcmnle- 

All other--Male---- 
F--- 

TcMcsoce------------------------- 
“@AZ---- 
T&-- 

White--_---Male ---- 

FE%Sle-- 
All otller-MBle---- 

lfme.le-- 

~~---------------------------- 
M&e--- 

nae.le-- 
. !&j,&---a-- 

Pemale-- 
All other--Mae---- 

remale-- 

ut*---------------------------- 
M&.e--- 
Bdae- 

!+j&------- 
%mnl.e-- 

Au other--sale---- 
F&e-- 

Hale-- 
Fen!E&-- 

wltC---dlaLe---- 
Pea&e-- 

All &her-a*--- 
Pd-- 

vrrpinia-------------------------- 
Male---- 
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Table 4-7. Deaths From Nonlmnspoi+ Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 197hon. 
[Deaths are thme assigned to categafg llumber* E85chE329 at the Eighth l3evisi.m IntermnmlaI aaasiacation Of Dkeases, Adapted, 1885. 

sDecmfifttl-ai~tssubcatem~cQdesl 
hlumbers ti$!ter plreea Of ac&l*nt ape 

Lrlilr,r T 

“ar~~~~-----------~--~----~- 
Hale--- E 
FE+D%k-- 270 

ubite---a-- 526 
Fd-- 245 

All othn-44&e---- 32 
Fenale-- 21 

met “irgnia----------------------- 510 
?kle---- 375 
Female-- 

~t,e------- ii: 
Ed-- 131 

Au *-l&J.e--- 17 
. Female-- 5 
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Explanation of the Columns’of the Life Table 

Column l-Age interval (x to x + n).--The age 
ink-d shown in column 1 is the interval between 
the two exact ages indicated. For instance, “20-25” 
means the 5-year interval between the 20th birthday 
and the 25th. 

Column ZiProportion dying (“qx).-This column 
shows the proportion of the cohort who are alive at 
the beginning of an indicated age interval and who 
will die before reaching the end of that age interval. 
For example, for males in the age interval 20-25, the 
proportion dying is 0.0106-out of every 1,000 males 
alive and exactly 20 years old at the beginning of the 
period about 11 will die before reaching their 25th 
birthday. In other words, the “qx values represent 
probabilities that persons who are alive at the begin- 
ning of a specific age interval will die before reaching 
the beginning of the next age interval. The “propor- 
tion dying” column forms the basis of the life table; 
the life table is so constructed that all other columns 
are derived from it. 

Column 3-Number surviving (&).-This column 
shows the number of persons, starting Ah a cohort 
of 100,000 live births, who survive to the exact age 
marking the beginning of each age interval. The Z, 
values are computed from the “qx values, which are 
successively applied to the remainder of the original 
100,000 persons still alive at the beginning of each 
age interval. Thus out of 100,000 male babies born 
alive, 98,126 will complete the first year of life. and 
enter the second; 97,808 will begin the sixth year; 
96,595 will reach age 20; and 14,611 will live to age 
85. 

Column 4-Number dying (“dx).-This column 
shows the number dying in each successive age inter- 
val out of 100,000 live births. Out of 100,000 males 
born alive, 1,874 die in the first year of life, 318 in 
the succeeding 4 years, 1,020 in the 5-year period 
between exact ages 20 and 25, and 14,611 die after 
reaching age 85. Each figure in column 4 is the differ- 
ence between two successive figures in column 3. 

Columns 5 and 6-Stationary population (,L, 
and TX).-Suppose that a group of 100,000 individ- 
uals like that assumed in columns 3 and 4 is born 
every year and that the proportions dying in each 
such group in each age interval throughout the lives 
of the members are exactly those shown in column 2. 
If there. were no migration and if the births were 
evenly distributed over the calendar year, the survi- 
vors of -these births would make up what is called a 
stationary population-stationary because in such a 
population the number of persons living in any given 
age group would never change. When an individual 

left the group, either by death or by growing older 
and entering the next higher age group, his place 
would immediately be taken by someone entering 
from the next lower age group. Thus a census taken 
at any time in such a stationary community would 
always show the same total population and&e same 
numerical distribution of that population among the 
various age groups. In such a stationary population 
supported by 100,000 annual births, column 3 shows 
the number of persons who, each year, reach the 
birthday which marks the beginning of the age inter- 
val indicated in column 1, and column 4 shows the 
number of persons who die each year in the indicated 
age interval. 

Column 5 shows the number of persons in the 
stationary population in the indicated age interval. 
For example, the figure given for males in the age 
interval 20-25 is 480,456. This means that in a sta- 
tionary population of males supported by 100,000 
annual births and with proportions dying in each age 
group always in accordance with column 2, a census 
taken on any date would show 480,456 persons be- 
tween exact ages 20 and 25. 

Column 6 shows the total number of persons in 
the stationary population (column 5) in the indicated 
age interval and all subsequent age intervals. For ex- 
ample, in the stationary population of males referred 
to in the last illustration, column 6 shows that there 
would be at any given moment a total of 4,863,303 
persons who have passed their 20th birthday. The 
population at all ages 0 and above (m other words, 
the total population of the stationary community) 
would be 6,814,371. 

Column 7-Average remaining lifetime (&).--The 
average remaining lifetime (also called expectation of 
life) at any given age is the average number of years 
remaining to be lived by those surviving to that age 
on the basis of a given set of age-specific rates of 
dying. In order to arrive at this value, it is first neces- 
sary to observe that the figures in column 5 of the life 
table can also be interpreted in terms of a single life 
table cohort without introducing the concept of the 
stationary population. From this point of view, each 
figure in column 5 represents the total time (in years) 
lived between two indicated~birthdays by all those 
reaching the earlier birthday among the survivors of a 
cohort of 100,000 live births. Thus the figure 
480,456 for males in the age interval 20-25 is the 
total number of years lived between the 20th and 
25th birthdays by the 96,595 (column 3) who 
reached the 20th birthday out of 100,000 males born 
alive. The corresponding figure (4,863,303) in col- 
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umn 6 is the total number of years lived after attain- 
ing age 20 by the 96,595 reaching that age. This num- 
ber of years divided by the number of persons 
(4,863,303 divided by 96,595) gives 50.3 years as the 
average remaining lifetime of males at age 20. 

Care must be exercised in drawing conclusions 
from the figures in column 7. Thus in observing that 
the average remaining lifetime of white persons is 
greater than for those in the all other category, one 
should not conclude that the oldest ages reached by 

white persons necessarily exceed those attained by 
the most long-lived of the all other group. The differ- 
ence in the average length of life results from the fact 
that a greater proportion of all other persons die be- 
fore reaching old age. For example, the number sur- 
viving to age 65 out of 100,000 born alive is far 
greater among white persons than among all other 
persons; yet the average length of life remaining at 
age 65 is nearly the same for both groups. _ 
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TableS~1.Abridg~LifeT~l~byColorandSex:UniiedStates,1974 
- 

T T 
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Table 5-1. Abridged Life Tables by Color and Sex: United States, J974-Cpn. 

15-20---------- -_-__- ---- 

*o-25---------------------- 
~5-3,p..--------- ------ 
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Table 5-1. Abridged Life Tables by.Color and Sex: United States, 1974-Con. 
- 

T 
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Table 5-2. Number of Survivors at Shgle Years of Age, Ok of 100,000 Born Alive, by Color and Sex: United States, 1974 
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Table 53. Fkpectaticm of Life af Single Years of Age, by Color and Sex: United Sfates, 1974 

r 
71.9 
12.1 
71.2 

2: 
68; 
61.4 
66.4 
65.4 
64.4 

26.6 
25.8 
25.0 
24.2 
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18.91 
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33.1 

32.2 
x *& 29.0 28.2 17.5 26.7 26.0 252 
25.5 
23.8 
23.1 
22.4 

:::: 

9.9 
9.6 
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Table 5-4. Life Table Values by Color and Sex: Death-Regktration States, 1900-1902 to 1919-21, and U&d States, 1929-31 to 1974 
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Table 5-4. Life Table Values by Color and Sex: DeatLRegistraton States, 1900-1902 to 1919-21, ar,d United States, 1929-31 to 1974 

=i= 
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Table 5-5. Estimated Average Length of Lie in Years,-by Color and Sex: Death-Registration States, 1900-1928, and United States, 1929-74 
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SECTION 6 i TECHNICAL APPjENDIX 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Death and fetal-death statistics 

Mortality statistics for 1974 are again, as for alI 
previous years except 1972, based on information 
from ah death records received by the’ National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). The records are 
furnished by ah the States, the District of Columbia, 
and the registration area of New York City. Mortality 
statistics for 1972 were based on information ob- 
tained from a 50percent sample of death records 
instead of from ah records. The reduction to a 
50-percent sample resulted from personnel and bud- 
getary restrictions and was in effect only for 1972. 
Fetal-death statistics for 1974 were based, as always, 
on all fetal-death records received. 

Although the Umted States vital statistics system 
covers the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Island, and Guam in the statistical 
tabulations, in this report United States refers only to 
the aggregate of the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. 

Death statistics for Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and Guam were not included for 1972 but 
are included in 1973 and 1974 reports. The Virgin 
Islands was admitted to the “registration area” for 
deaths in 1924; Puerto Rico, in 1932; and Guam, in 
1970. Tabulations for Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands have been regularly shown in the annual 
volumes from the year of their admission through 
1971, except for the years 1967 through 1969. 
Tabulations for Guam have been included only for 
the years 1970 and 1971.. Information-for 1972 for 
these three areas is published in the respective annual 
vital statistics reports of the Department of He&h of 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Department 
of Health of the Virgin Islands, and the Department 
of Public Health and Social Services of the Govern- 
ment of Guam. 

Another change from procedures for prior years, 
begun for 1971 and continued for 1972 ‘through 
1974, is that tabulations of deaths are based on 
information from two sources. Before 1971 tabula- 
tions of deaths and fetal deaths were based solely on 
information obtained from copies of the original 
certificates. The information from these copies was 
edited, classified, and tabulated. For 1960 and for 
each year thereafter through 1970. ah mortality 
information taken from these records has been 

transferred by NCHS to magnetic tape for computer 
processing. 

However, beginning with 1971 demographic data 
tabulations are based on information derived from 
computer tapes of data coded by. an increasing 
number of States and provided to NCHS through the 
Cooperative Health Statistics System. The year in 
which utilization of State-coded data was begun is 
shown below for each of the 16 States now furnishing 
demographic data. 

1971 
Florida 

1972 
Maine 
Missouri 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 

1973 
Colorado 

c 

iMiChigan 

New York (except New York City) 

1974 
Iihnois 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Oregon 
South Carolina 

In 1974 Iowa and Michigan also sent in State-coded 
medical data. 

For the remaining 34 States, the District of 
Columbia, and New York City- (5 burroughs), mortal- 
ity statistics for 1974 are again based on information 
obtained directly from copies of the original certifi- 
cates received from the registration offices. AII 
fetal-death data are obtained directly from copies’ of 
the original certificates. 

Standard certificates 

Standard certificatus ‘of death and fetal death, 
issued by the Public Health Service, have served for 
many years as the principal means of attaining 

6-3 
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uniformity in the content ‘of the documents used to 
collect information on.these events. They have been 
modified in each State to the extent necessitated by 
the particular needs of the State or by special 
provisions of the State vital statistics law. However, 
the certificates of most States conform closely in 
content and arrangement to the standard certificates. 

The first issue of the Standard Certificate of 
Death appeared shortly before the formation of the 
registration area. Since then. it has been revised 
periodically by the national vital statistics agency 
through consultation with State health officers and 
registrars; Federal agencies concerned with vital statis- 
tics: national, State. and countv medical societies: 

social welfare, demography, aud insurauce. This 
revision procedure has assured careful evaluation of 
each item in terms of its current and future usefulness 
for registration, identification, legal, medical, and 
research purposes. New items have been added when 
necessary, and old items have been modified to 
ensure better reporting or in some cases have been 
dropped when their usefulness appeared to be lim- 
ited 

New revisions of the standard certificates of death 
and fetal death have been recommended for State use 
beginning-January 1, 1968. These standard certifi- 
cates are shown in figures 6-A and 6-B. The certificate 
of death shown in figure 6-A is for use by either a 

and- others ~orking~in the fields of public health; physician or a medic&examiner or coroner.. 

FIGURE 6-A. 
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Two other forms of the Standard Certificate of 
Death are available; ‘they are similar to the one shown 
except that the section on certification is designed for 
the physician’s signature on one while the other is 
designed for the medical examiner’s or coroner’s 
signature. 

HISTORY 

The first death statistics published by the Federal 
Government concerned events in 1850 and included 
the entire United States. These statistics were based 
on information collected during the decennial census 

of that year. Similar decennial collections were made 
by’ census enumerators at each census up to and 
including the census of 1900, but because of the time 
interval between the occurrence of a death and census 
enumeration, these reports were inaccurate and 
incomplete. 

In 1880 the U.S. Bureau of the Census established 
a national “registration area” for deaths. This original- 
area consisted of two States-Massachusetts and New 
Jersey-the District of Columbia, and several large 
cities having efficient systems for the registration of 
deaths. By 1900 eight other States had been admit- 
ted. For the years l880, 1890, and 1900, mortality 
data were received from the States and cities included 
in this expanding ‘area, but the figures for the entire 

FIGURE 66 
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country were stiII compiled from the reports of 
census enumerators. 

The annual collection of mortality statistics for 
the registration area began with the year 1900. In 
1902 the Bureau of the Census, which had previously 
functioned only in census years, was made a perma- 
nent agency by an act of Congress. This act author- 
ized the Director of the Bureau of the Census to 
obtain ammaIIy copies of records filed in the vital 
statistics offices of States and Cities having adequate 
death-registration systems. At that time not all States 
had enacted laws requiring the registration of deaths, 
and in many States the existing laws were poorly 
enforced. The growth of the registration area is 
indicated in table 6-l. 

The death-registration area for 1900 consisted of 
10 States, the District of Columbia, aud a number of 
cities located in nonregistration States. ln 1900 the 
registration area included 40.5 percent of the popula- 
tion of the continental United States. The original 
registration area was predomiuautly urban aud was 

characterized by a high proportion of white persons. 
If the reporting cities located in nonregistration 
States are excluded, the population coverage of the 
death-registration States is rimch lower, only 26.2 
percent of the total population of the United States. 

Statistics of fetal deaths (the term “stiIIbirth” was 
used for many years) were first published for the 
birth-registration area in 1918. However, they were 
not included in the reports issued for the succeeding 
3 years. Beginning with 1922 statistics of fetal deaths 
have been published each year for the birth- 
registration area. 

Table 6-l presents for each year through 1932 the 
estimated midyear population of the United States 
and the estimated midyear population of the States 
included in the registration system. Both registration 
areas included the entire United States for the first 
time in 1933. 

Prior to 1940 most of the national mortality 
tabulations published by the Bureau of the Census 
were based on data collected from the registration 
areas. However, ‘beginning with 1940 aII publishec‘ 
material given in statistical series for the United 
States prior to the completion of the death- 
registration area omits data for registration cities 
located in nonregistration States and includes only 
statistics for the registration States. This change 
decreases the mortality statistics coverage of the 
United States by the exclusion of cities in nonregis- 
tration States, but it has advantages in that more 
reliable population estimates are available for the 
registration States than for the registration areas. 

Rates for the expanding group of death- 
registration States are approximations of rates for the 

entire Nation, and general comparisons over a long 
period of time can be made. More exact trends for 
parts of the United States can be secured through the 
use of some constant area such as the original 
registration States or the registration States in 1920. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DATA 

The principal value of vital statistics data is 
realized through the presentation of rates which are 
computed by relating the vital events of a class to the 
population of a similarly defined class. Vital statistics 
and population statistics must therefore be classified 
according to similarly defined systems and tabulated 
in comparable groups. Even when the variables 
comhoti tb both, such as geographic area, age, race, 
and sex, have been similarly classified and tabulated, 
differences between the enumeration method of 
obtaining population data and the registration 
method of obtaining vital statistics data may result in 
significant discrepancies. 

The general rules used in the classification of 
geographic and personal items for deaths and fetal 
deaths are set forth in two I&z! Statistics Instluction 
Manuals, Part 3, “Classification aud Encoder lnstruc- 
tions for Live Births and Fetal-Death Records, 1974,” 
aud Part 4, “Demographic Classification and Encoder 
Instructions for Death Records, 1974.” 

The dassification of .certain important items is 
discussed on the following pages. 

Classification by occurrence a& residence 

Tabulations for the United States and specified 
geographic areas in -this report are by place of 
residence unless stated as by place of occurrence. 
Before 1970 resident mortality statistics for the 
United States included all deaths occurring in the 50 
States and the District of Columbia, with deaths of 
“nonresidents of the United States” assigned to place 
of death. “Deaths of nonresidents of the United 
States” refers to deaths that occur in the United 
States to nonresident aliens, nationals residing 
abroad, and residents of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and other possessions of the United States. 

Tables by place of occurrence, on the other hand, 
include both deaths to residents and to nonresidents 
of the United States. Consequently, for each year 
during 1970-74, the total number of deaths in the 
United States by place of occurrence is somewhat 
greater than the total by place of residence. For 1974 
this difference amounts to 2,088 deaths. 
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Mortality statistics by place of occurrence arc 
shown in tables l-10, 1-19, l-20, l-30, 3-1, 3-8, 7-1, 
and 7-7. 

Except for the years 1964 and 1965, deaths to 
nonresidents of the United States occurring in the 
United States have been treated as deaths to residents 
of the, exact place of occurrence, which in most 
instances was an urban area. In 1964 and 1965 deaths 
occurring in the United States-to nonresidents of the 
United States were allocated as deaths to residents of 
the balance of the country in which they occurred. 

Residence err&.-Results of a 1960 study show 
that the classification of residence information on the 
death certificates corresponded closely to the resi- 
dence classification of the census records for the 
decedents whose records were matched.1 

A comparison of the results of this study of 
deaths with those for a previous matched record 
study of births* shows that considerable improve- 
ment in the quality of residence data had taken place 
since 1950. The results were the same-an overstate- 
ment of eventsin urban areas by NCHS compared 
with the U.S. Bureau of the Census classification. The 
magnitude of the difference was substantiaBy less for 
deaths in 1960 than it was for births in 1950. Two 
factors contribute to this difference in magnitude. 
First, addition in 1956 of an item asking if residence 
is inside or outside city limits on the standard 
certificate aided in properly allocating the residence 
of persons living near cities but outside the corporate 
limits. The second factor is that there is more 
likelihood of movement for hospital utilization for 
births than for deaths. 

Geographic classification 

The rules followed in the classification of geo- 
graphic areas for deaths and fetal deaths are con- 
tained in the two instruction manuals referred to 
previously. 

The geographic codes assigned by the National 
Center for Health Statistics during data reduction of 
source information on birth, death, and fetal-death 
records are given in Vital Statistics Instruction Man- 

lNational Center for Health Statistics: Comparison of the 
classification of place of residence on death certificates and 
matching census records, United States, May-August 1960. 
Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. IOOO-Series Z-No. 
30. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Jan. 1969. 

2National. Vital Statistics Division: Matched record com- 
parison of birth certificate and census infomiation, United 
States, 1950, Vtal Statistics-Special Reports, Vol. 47, No. 12. 
Public Health Service. Washington, D.C. Mar. 1962. 

ual, Part 8, “Vital Records Geographic Classification, 
1970.” 

For 1974 there is also available upon request an 
unpublished computer listing of the geographic codes 
contained in the computer tapes. The 13-d&$ codes 
iu this listing are not the same codes as the B-digit 
codes for the State-city or State-balance of county in 
the above-mentioned manual entitled “Vital Records 
Geographic Classification, 1970.” Instead each of 
these l%digit codes is a conversion of the two 5-digit 
codes into a combination code for the State-county- 
city (7 digits), together kith codes for “population 
size,” SMSA’s and MSEA’s, and metropolitan and 
nonmetropolitan counties. This listing for 1974 is the 
same as that used for 1970-73. It is planned to use it 
also for each of the remaining years in this decade. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas.-Except 
in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area (SMSA) is a county or a group of 
contiguous counties containing at least one city of 
50,000 inhabitants or more or “twin cities” with a 
combined population of at least 50,000 in the 1970 
census. In addition’ to the county or counties contain- 
ing such a city or cities, contiguous counties are 
included iu an SMSA if, according to specified 
criteria, they are essentially metropolitan in character 
and are socially and economically integrated with the 
central city or cities.3 

In New England the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget uses towns and cities rather than counties 
as geographic components of SMSA’s. The National 
Center for Health Statistics cannot use the SMSA 
classification for these States because its data are not 
coded to identify ail towns. Instead the metropolitan 
State economic area (MSEA) established by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, which is made up of county 
units, is usedP 

- 

For tables in this report numbered 7-4 and 7-8 
the SMSA’s and their ,component counties are those 
established by the Gffice of Management and Budget 
as of 1970 (except in the New Englano States) and 
used by the Bureau of the Census. 

Tables l-18 and 2-8, however, are limited to the 
50 largest SMSA’s and MSEA’s (in the New England 

3For a more complete discussion, see U.S. Bureau of the 
Census, U.S. Census of Population, 1970, Number of Inhobi- 
tants,. Final Report, PC(l) -Al, United States Summary, 
Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1971, and U.S. 
Bureau of the Budget, Standard Metropoliti Statistical Areas, 
Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967. 

4For discussion of MSEA’s see U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
State Economic Areas, Washington, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1951, and the first reference cited in footnote 3. 
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States) established by the- Cffice of Management and 
Budget for 1974. These 50 largest units and their 
component counties for 1974 are different from 
those for 1971-73. 

The lists of 50 largest units for 1971-73 and for 
‘1974 abo differed from the list for 1970. Moreover, 
the county components for some of the SMSA’s and 
MSEA’s that appear on both lists are different for 
1974 from the components for 1970. 

As a result, sometimes the number of deaths 
shown for the same-named SMSA or MSEA in tables 
7-4 and 7-8 based on units established for 1970 will 
differ from the number of deaths shown in tables 
l-18 and 2-8 based on units established for 1974. 

Standard consolidated ureas.-For the metropol- 
itan complexes around New York and Chicago, 
several contiguous SMSA’s and additional counties 
that do not appear to meet the formal integration 
criteria for SMSA’s but do have strong interrela- 
tionships of other kinds have been combined into the, 
New York-Northeastern New. Jersey and the Chicago- 
Northwestern Indiana Standard Consolidated Areas.5 

Metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties.- 
Counties included in SMSA’s or in New England 
MSEA’s are called metropolitan counties; all other 
counties are classified as nonmetropolitan. 

Population-size groups (fomze~ly ‘rurban’1 and 
“rura[” areas).-Vital Statistics data for cities and 
certain other urban places in 1974 are classified 
according to the population enumerated in the 1970 
Census of Population. In this report “Population-size 
groups” refers to two groups, “Urban places” and 
“Balance of area.” “Urban places” consists of the 
following places: 
1. 

2. 

3. 

Eachincorporated city and other urban places of 
10,000 inhabitants or more. 
Each town in New England and each township in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania that had no incor- 
porated municipality as a subdivision and had 
either 25,000 inhabitants or more or a population 
of 10,000 to 25,000 and a density of 1,500 
persons or more per square mile. 
Each county in States other than the’ New 
England States, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania 
tbat had no incorporated municipality within its 
boundary and had a density of 1,500 persons or 
more per square mile. (Arlington County, Vii- 
ginia, is the only county classified as urban under 
this rule.) 

“Balance of area” consists of aB other places. 
Before 1964 places were classified as ‘Urban” or 

he footnote 3. 

“rural.” The Technical Appendixes for earlier years 
discuss the previous classification system. 

Age 
The age recorded on the death record is the age at 

last birthday. With respect to the computation of 
death rates, the age classification used by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census is also based on the age of the 
person in completed years. 

Race and color 

Deaths in the United States in 1974 are classified 
by race for vital statistics into white, Negro, Indian, 
Chinese, Japanese, and other races. 

The category “white” includes in addition to 
persons reported as “white,” those reported as 
Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, and all other Cauca- 
sians. The category Indian includes “American,” 
L‘Alaskan,” ‘Qnadian, ” “Eskimo,” and “Aleut.” If 
the racial entry on the death certificate indicates a 
mixture of Hawaiian and any other race, the entry is 
coded to Hawaiian. If the race is given as a mixture of 
white and any other race, the entry is coded to the 
appropriate other race. If a mixture of races other 
than white is given (except Hawaiian), the entry is 
coded to the first race listed. This procedure for 
coding the first race listed has been in use for each’ 
year of the period 1969-74. Prior to 1969 if the entry 
for race was a mixture of Negro and any other race, 
except Hawaiian, the entry was coded to Negro. 

Most of the tables in this report, however, do not 
show data for this extended classification by race. In 
som% tables the divisions are “white,” “Negro,” and 
“other.” In other tables where the main purpose is to 
isolate the. major group, the classifications are simply 
“white” and “all other.” 

Race not stated.-For 1974 the number of death 
records for which the race was not stated was 5,833 
or 0.3 percent of the total deaths. Of the 5,833 
records, 4,939 come from New York. Death records 
with race entry not stated were assigned to a racial 
designation as follows: If the preceding record was 
coded white, the code assignment is made to white; if 
the code is other than white, the assignment is made 
to Negro. For years prior to 1964 ah records with F 
race not stated were assigned to white except records 
of residents of New Jersey for 1962-64. 

New Jersey, 196%64.-The State of New Jersey 
omitted the race item from its certificates of live 
birth, death, and fetal death in use in the beginning of 
1962. The item was restored during the latter part of 
1962. However, the certificate revision without the 
race item was used for most of 1962 as well as 1963. 
Therefore figures by race or color for 1962 and 1963 
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exclude New Jersey. For 1964, 6.8 percent of the’ 
death records in use for residents of New Jersey did 
not contain the race item.. 

Adjustments made in vital statisti=- take into 
account the omission of the race item in New Jersey 
for part of the certificates filed during 1962-64 are 
described in the Technical Appendix of Vital Statis- 
tics of the United States for each of these data years. 

Fetal deaths 

In May 1950 the World Health Organization 
recommended for adoption for international use the 
definition of fetal death as “death prior to ,the 
complete expulsion or extraction from its mother -of 
a product of conception, irrespective of the duration 
of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the fact that 
after such separation, the fetus does not breathe or 
show any other evidence of life such as beating of the 
heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite 
movement of voluntary muscles.“6 The term “fetal 
death” was defined on an all-inclusive basis to end 
confusion arising from usage of such terms as 
still-birth, abortion, and miscarriage. 

Shortly thereafter this definition of fetal death 
was adopted by the National Center for Health 
Statistics as the nationally recommended standard for 
registration purposes. Previously the nationally rec- 
ommended definition had been “A fetus showing no 
evidence of life after complete birth (no action of 
heart, breathing, or movement of voluntary muscle), 
if the 20th week of gestation has been reached, 
should be registered as a stillbirth.” The new defini- 
tion has been adopted by about half the States. In 
most other States, a fetal death is defined as a birth 
of a minimum gestation period which is not a live 
birth, and live births are defined in varying detail.7 

As another step toward increasing the compar- 
ability of data on fetal deaths for different countries, 
the World Health Organization recommended that in 
classifying fetal deaths for statistical purposes they be 
grouped as early, intermediate, and late. These groups 
are defined as follows: 

6National Office of Vital Statistics: International Recom- 
mendations on Definitions of Live Birth and Fetal Death. PHS 
Pub. No. 39. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Govem- 
ment Printing Office, Oct. 1950. 

‘For definitions used by the States, see National Center for 
Health Statistics, .State Definitions of Lice Births, Fetal 
Deaths, and Gestation Periods at Which Fetal Deaths Are 
Registered; Public He&b Service, Washington, D.C., May 
1966. 

Less than 20 completed weeks of gestation 
(early fetal deaths) ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group I 

20 completed weeks of gestation but less 
than 28 (intermediate fetal deaths) . . . . . . Group II 

28 completed weeks of gestation and over 
(late fetal deaths) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group III 

Gestation period not classifiable in groups 
I, II, and III . . . . . . . . . . .._...._......................... Group IV 

Until 1939 the nationally recommended proce- 
dure for registration of fetal death required the filing 
of both a live-birth and a death certificate. In 1939 a 
separate Standard Certificate of Stillbirth (fetal 
death) was created to replace the former procedure. 
This was revised in 1949, 1955, 1956, and 1968 (see 
figure 6-B). Separate certificates of fetal death are 
now in use in all States. 

Comparability and completeness of data.-State 
requirements for registration of fetal deaths vary. The 
majority of States required re8istration of fetal deaths 
of gestations of 20 weeks or more. Table 3-l in 
Section 3 shows the minimum period of gestation 
required by each State for death registration. There is 
substantial evidence that not all fetal deaths for 
which registration is required are reported.8 

Underregistration*is more of a problem near the 
lower limit for States having a minimum gestation 
period requirement. Failme to register fetal deaths 
near the lower limit results to a large degree from 
underestimating the gestation period. This is illustra- 
ted by the fact that for areas requiring registration of 
all fetal deaths, the total number reported for 20-23 
weeks is higher than the numbers reported for 24-27 
and 28-31 weeks. For most of, the other areas, 
however, the opposite is true. 

In order to maximize the comparability of data 
by year and by State, most of the tables in Section 3 
are based on fetal deaths occurring at gestations of 20 
weeks or more. These tables also. include fetal deaths 
of not stated or unknown gestation for those States 
requiring registration at 20 or more ‘weeks only. 
Before 1969 all fetal deaths of unknown gestation 
were ineluded. Beginning with 1969 fetal deaths of 
not stated gestation were excluded for States requir- 
ing registration of all products of conception, unless 
there was evidence such as high birth weight, that 
those fetuses were of 20 weeks or more gestation. 

8unpubIished fetal mortality data contained in a thesis for 
Harvard School of Public Health, Apr. 1962, by Carl L. 
Erhardt. Sc.D., Director, Bureau of Records and Statistics, 
Department of Health, N&v York, N.Y. 
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The data in table 3-3 include only fetal deaths to 
residents of those areas in the United States which 
report all periods of gestation. The areas are Arkau- 
sas, Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Maine, Mississippi, 
New York, Oregon, and Virginia. However, Arkansas, 
Colorado, and Maine are excluded from this table. 

Arkansas has had a form for confidential report- 
ing of abortions beginning with data year 1971. The 
abortions reported on tbis form are not limited by 
legislation to those described as “induced.” It is 
believed, therefore, that most spontaneous abortions 

, occurring in this State are also reported on this form 
rather than on fetal-death certificates. The introduc- 
tion of this confidential form resulted in more 
complete reporting of all terminations of pregnancies. 

Although fetal deaths for all periods of gestation 
continue to be required for Colorado, only five fetal 
deaths under 20 weeks gestation are shown. This 
undercount is attributable to the fact that Colorado 
did not intend to forward any copies of fetal-death 
certificates for periods of gestation under 20 weeks to 
the National Center for Health Statistics for data 
years 1973-74. As a result the percentage of all fetal 
deaths under 20 weeks gestation decreased from 65 
percent for 1972, to. 2 percent for 1973, and to 1 
percent for 1974. 

The large increase in the number of fetal deaths 
reported for Hawaii for 1974 over the number 
reported for 1973 results from the fact that to obtain 
the total number of fetal deaths for 1974, the cause 
of death section of both the short and long forms of 
the fetal-death certificates used by this State were 
examined. Hawaii became a legal liberalized abortion 
State in 1970. For the years 1970-73, NCHS accepted 
the short form as, an “Abortion form” without 
examining the cause of death. When the short forms 
for 1974 were examined, it was found that they were 
used to report other fetal deaths as well as abortion. 

For Maine the increase in the number of fetal 
deaths under 20 weeks gestation from 17 for 1973 to 
257 for 1974 results from NCHS erroneously classi- 
fying some induced abortions as fetal deaths. Inas- 
much as most of these abortions probably occurred 
before 20 weeks gestation, their erroneous inclusion 
should not affect appreciably the data for fetal deaths 
of 20 weeks or more gestation. 

Some liveborn infants who die shortly after birth, 
particularly those born prematurely who die before 
the umbilical cord is severed or while the placenta is 
still attached, may be erroneously reported as fetal 
deaths. This type of error may be more of a problem 
in States lacking a precise definition of fetal deaths. 

Massachusetts.-Figures for 1967 exclude approx- 
imately 100 fetal deaths recorded in Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, primarily to residents of the 

city of Worcester. Figures for 1966 and those for 
1963 exclude approximately 300 fetal deaths that 
were recorded in Boston, to residents of Suffolk 
County, for the most part. Microfilm copies of these 
records were not received by NCHS, and as a result 
numbers of fetal deaths for these cities and counties 
and for the State are understated. The fetal-death 
ratio for the State is understated by about 8 percent 
for 1967, and by about 23 percent for 1966. 

Period of gestation.-The period of gestation is 
the number of completed weeks elapsed between the 
first day of the last menstrual period and the date of 
delivery, irrespective ‘of whether the product of 
conception was livebom or born without evidence of 
life. The first day of the last normal menstrual period 
(LMP) is used as the initial date since it can be more 
accurately determined than the date of conception, 
which usually occurs 2 weeks after LMP. When the 
period of gestation is reported in months on the 
certificate, it‘ is allocated to gestation intervals in 
weeks as follows: 

1 - 3 months to under 16 weeks 
4 months to 16 - 19 weeks 
5 months to 20 - 23 weeks 
6 months to 24 - 27 weeks 
7 months to 28 - 31 weeks 
8 months to 32 - 35 weeks 
9 months to 40 weeks 

10 months and over to 43 weeks and over 

With the adoption of the 1968 revision of the 
fetal-death certificate and the increased use of the 
first day of LMP by the reporting areas, the errors in 
reporting length of gestation have been minimized. 
The proportion of fetal deaths assigned to gestation 
of 36 and 40 weeks has diminished,, while the 
proportion of gestations of 37-39 weeks and 41 
weeks and gestation length not stated has increased. 
In 1974 the areas using LMP were as follows: 

Alaska 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
District of 

Columbia 
FlOrida 

Hawaii 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 

North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
utah 
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 



SECTION 6 - TECHNICAL APPENDIX 6-11 

Birth weight.-In practically all registration areas 
birth weight is reported in terms of pounds and 
ounces rather than in grams. However, the metric 
system has been used in tabulating and presenting the 
statistics to facilitate comparison with other data 
published in the United States. The equivalents of the 
gram intervals in pounds and ounces are as follows: 

500 grams or less 
501- 1,000 grams 
1,001 - 1,500 grams 
1,501 - 2,000 grams 
2,001 - 2,500 grams 
2,501 - 3,000 grams 
3,001- 3,500 grams 
3,501 - 4,000 grams 
4,001- 4,500 grams 
4,501- 5,000 grams 
5,001 granls or more 

= 1 lb. 1 oz. or less 
= 1 lb. 2 oz.- 2Ib. 3 oz. 
= 2Ib. 40~. 3 lb. - 4.x. 
= 3Ib. 51x.- 41b. 602. 
= 41b. 71x.- 51b. Sm. 
= 5 lb. 9 oz. - 6 lb. 9 OZ. 
= 6 lb. 10 oz. 7 lb. .- 11 oz. 
= 7lb.1202.- 8lb.13oi. 
= 8 lb. 14 oz. 9 lb. - 14 oz. 
= 9 lb. 15 oz. 11 lb. - 0 oz. 
= 11 lb. 1 OZ. ormc~~e 

Race and color.-The race of the fetus is ordinar- 
ily classified to the race of the parents. If the parents 
are of different races, the following rules apply: (1) 
When only one parent is white, the fetus is assigned 
the other parent’s race. (2) When neither parent is 
white, the fetus is assigned the father’s race with one 
exception: If the mother is Hawaiian or Part- 
Hawaiian, the fetus is classified as Hawaiian. 

When the race of only one parent is missing or 
ill-defined, the race of the other determines that of 
the fetus. When race of both parents is missing, the 
race of the fetus is allocated to the specific race of 
the fetus on preceding record. 

Total-birth order.-The number of a birth or a 
fetal death in the total-birth order is the sum of the 
births and fetal deaths which a mother has had 
including the birth being recorded. For example, if a 
mother has previously given birth to two live babies 
and to one born dead, the next event to occur, 
whether a live birth or fetal death, is counted as 
number four in the total-birth order. 

In the 1956 and 1968 revisions of the Standard 
Certificate of Fetal Death, the item on previous fetal 
loss included all fetal deaths regardless of .gestation 
period. The majority of States have adopted this 
change on their certificates of birth and of fetal 
death. In these States the proportion of mothers of 
first livebom children reported as having had a 

. previous fetal loss has increased because of this 
change. For this reason, the data in tables 3-10 and 
3-12 are not completely comparable with similar data 
published for years before 1956. 

The following registration States requested infor- 
mation on all previous fetal deaths (fetuses born dead 
at any time after conception) on certificates of 
live birth and fetal death in use during 1974. 

Alaska Maine 
Arizona 
Arkansas 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 

Colorado 
Connecticut 

Michigan 
Minnesota 

Delaware Mississippi 
Florida Missouri 
Georgia Montana 
Hawaii Nebraska- 
Illinois Nevada 
Indiana New Hampshire 
Iowa New Jersey 
Kansas New York 
Kentucky c North Carolina 
Louisiana North Dakota 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 

The total number of fetal deaths shotin in tables - 
3-10 and 3-12 is limited to those with stated or 
presumed period of gestation of 20 weeks or tnore. 
The determination, however, of the total-birth order 
for these fetal deaths is based on the number of 
previous live births and fetal deaths for all periods of 
gestation, except for those live births and fetal deaths 
occurring to residents of the District of Columbia and 
the following seven States: Alabarns, California, 
Idaho, New Mexico, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin. 
The fetal-death certificates of these States provide 
total-birth order information only for previous live 
births and fetal deaths of 20 weeks or more gestation. 

Thus the total-birth order for the District of 
Columbia and these 7 States is based on fewer fetal 
deaths than would be the case if their fetal-death 
certificates had requested the number of previous 
fetal deaths for all periods of gestation, as do the 
certificates used by the other 43 States. It follows, 
therefore, that the total-birth order given in .table 
3-12 for these 43 States is not strictly comparable 
with that given for the District of Columbia and the 
remaining 7 States. 

Legitimacy status.-Tabulations with leg&macy 
as a characteristic include only States which provided 
for reporting this item on their certificates of live 
birth and fetal death in 1974. These States are as 
follows: 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Colorado 
Delaware 
District of 

Columbia 
Florida - 

Hawaii 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
North Carolina 



6-12 SECTION 6 -JTECHNICAL APPENDIX 

North Dakota South Carolina 
Oklahoma South Dakota 
Oregon Tennessee 
Pennsylvania Texas 
Rhode Island Utah 

Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

There are no quantitative data on the character- 
istics of unwed mothers who may misreport legiti- 
macy status of the fetus or who fail to register fetal 
deaths. Underregistration may be greater in the 
illegitimate group than in the legitimate. 

Age of mother.-The fetal-death certificate asks 
for the mother’s “age (at time of delivery),” and th; 
ages are edited in NCHS for upper%nd lower limits. 
When mothers‘ are reported to be below 10 years of 
age or age 50 years and above, the age of the mother 
is considered not stated and is assigned as follows: 
Age on all fetal-death records with age of mother not 
stated is allocated according to the age appearing on 
the record previously processed for ‘a mother of 
identical color and having the same total&i order 
(total of fetal deaths and live births). 

Cause of death 

Beginning with data year 1968 the cause-of-death 
statistics published by the National Center for Health 
Statistics have been classified in accordance with the 

-Eighth Revision International Class$ication of Dkeas- 
es, Adapted for Use in the United States (ICDA)P 
which is based on the 1965 Revision of the Interna- 
tie-nalC&ssification of Diseases (ICD).l o The ICDA 
gives greater detail and specificity in some categories 
than is provided by the Eighth Revision of the ICD. 
Complete correspondence between these two classi- 
fications was maintained at the three-digit level, but 
new four-d&it subdivisions were created in various 
parts of the ICDA. Where necessary, existing four- 
digit subdivisions are renumbered to accommodate 
the additional subcategories~in logical sequence. In 
the ICDA, subdivisions which do not correspond 
exactly with the ICD are identified by asterisks. In 
this report the fourdigit subcategory numbers which 
differ from those in the ICD are also shown with 
asterisks. 

gNatioml Center for Health Statistics: Eighth Reuision 
International Clussifcation of Diseases, Adapted for Use in the 
United States. PHS Pub. No. 1693. Public Health Service. 
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office. 1967. 

1 OWorld Health Organization: Manual of the Zntemntiond 
Statistical CZassifption of Diseases, Injm-es, and Causes of 
Death, Based on the Recommendations of the Eighth Revision 
Conference, 1965. Geneva. World Health Organization, 1967. 

In addition to specifying that the Classification be 
used, the World Health Organization recommended 
special lists for mortality tabulations-the Detailed 
List, consisting of all three-digit categories; List A, 
the List of 150 Causes for Tabulation of Morbidity 
and Mortality; List ‘B, the List of 50 Causes for 
Tabulation of Mortality; and List P, the List of 100 
Causes for Tabulation of Perinatal Morbidity and 
Mortality. The recommended tabulation lists have 
been modified for use in the National Center for 
Health Statistics. 

The EachCause List is made up of each three- 
digit category of. the Detailed List to which deaths 
may be assigned and each four-digit subcategory of 
the ICDA to which deaths may be assigned. For 
category 412 the fourth digits .l, .2, .3, and .4 are 
used instead of the fourth digits .O and .9 which 
appear in the ICDA. The each-cause table (l-23) does 
not show the fourth-digit subcategories provided for 
Motor vehicle accidents (E810-E823). However, these 
subcategories, which identify persons injured, are 
shown in the accident tables (Sec. 4). Special fifth- 
digit subcategories are also used in the accident tables 
to identify place of accident when deaths from 
nontransport accidents are shown. 

The List of 281 Selected Causes of Death is an 
extension of List A designed so that with one 
exception the original groups can be obtained by 
combining titles. The individual titles in List A for 
Certain causes of mortality in early infancy are shown 
as one group title in tables using the List of 281 
Selected Causes. The individual categories are shown 
in tables using the -List of 65_Selected Causes of .__ 
Infant Death, which was created by extending some 
titles in List P and by combiig others. Titles in List 
P not shown in this list may be found in the 
each-cause table with the .exception of causes of 
death in List P that are applicable only to fetal 
deaths. 

The List of 69 Selected Causes of Death is an 
extension of List B; however, certain causes of low 

frequency .in the United States are not shown 
separately. These causes are Cholera, Typhoid fever, 
Plague, Diphtheria, Smallpox, Typhus and other 
rickettsioses, and Malaria. 

The List of 34 Selected Causes of Death for 
Detailed Geographic Areas was created by combining 
titles in the List of 69 Selected Causes. 

These lists were designed to be as comparable as 
possible to the NCHS lists most recently in use under 
the Seventh Revision. In several instances this could 
not be done. No attempt will be made here to 
enumerate these changes. However, the following 
changes are especially worth noting. The group title 
Major cardiovascular diseases (ICDA Nos. 390-448) 
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includes all of the titles iu “Section VH. Diseases of 
the circulatory system” of the Eighth Revision except 
the following one: Diseases of veins and lymphatics 
and other diseases of circulatory system (ICDA Nos. 
450-458). 

The most nearly comparable group title in the 
Seventh Revision is Diseases of cardiovascular system 
(ICD Nos. 330-334,400-468). 

Both of these group titles include the first and 
third leading causes of death-Diseases of heart 
(ICDA Nos. 390-398, 402, 404, 410-429) and Cere- 
brovascular diseases (ICDA Nos. 430-438). They 
also both include Diseases of arteries, arterioles, and 
capillaries (ICDA Nos. 440-448). The comparable 
title in the Seventh Revision for these latter diseases 
is Diseases of arteries (ICD Nos. 450-456). But the 
group title Diseases of Cardiovascular system (ICD 
Nos. 330-334, 400-468) in the Seventh Revision 
includes also the title Diseases of veins and other 
diseases of circulatory system (ICD Nos. 460-468). 
These diseases of veins and other diseases of circula- 
tory system (assigned by the Eighth Revision to 
ICDA Nos. 450-458) are not included, however, 
under the Eighth Revision group title Major cardio- 
vascular diseases (ICDA Nos. 390-448). 

Effect of decennial list +evdsions.-The Inter- 
national Lists, in use in this country since 1900, have 
been revised decennially in order that the disease 
classification may be consistent with advances in 
medical science and changes in diagnostic practice. 
Each decennial revision of the International Lists has 
produced some break in comparability of 
cause-of-death statistics. For the first five revisions, 
the continuity in the mortality trends is not consid- 
ered a problem of great concern. Van Buren described-, 
some of the major shifts in the cause-of-death 
statistics up to the Fifth Revision (1938) due to 
changes in the classification of causes of death-l 1 
Dunn and Shackley measured the change in mortality 
statistics by ‘cause due to the Fifth Revision.’ 2 This 
was done by coding mortality records for 1940 by 
the 1929 and 1938 revisions. The results of the study 
have been useful in evaluating the effFcts of the Fifth 

llU.S. Bureau of the Census: Some things you can’t prove 
by mortality statistics, by G. H. Van Buren. Vital Statistics- 
+ecioZ Reports, Vol. 12, No. 13. Washiigton, D.C., Jan. 1940. 

12U.S. B&au of the Census: Comparison of cause-of-death 
assignments by the 1929 tid 1938 Revisions of the Jr&ma- 
tional Lists, deaths in the United States, 1940, by H. L. Duti 
and W. Shackley. Vitnl Statidics-Special Reports, Vol. 19, No. 
14. Washington, D-C., June 1944. 

Revision and changes in the joint-cause selection 
procedure. 

Sixth Revision.-The Sixth Revision of the Inter- 
national Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death w& 
adopted by the World Health Organization in July 
1948 and used for mortality data in the United States 
from 1949 to 1957. This revision represented a more 
sweeping change than any previous revision. The 
classification scheme was expanded considerably to 
provide specific categories for nonfatal diseases aud 
injuries in order to provide a classification which 
could be used for coding morbidity as well as 
mortality records. 

In addition to the expanded scope of the Sixth 
Revision of the International Classification, there was 
a major change in the method of selection of the 
cause of death for- primary tabulation. A large 
proportion of death certificates filed annually in the 
United States report two or more diseases or con- 
ditions as causes of death. General statistical practice 
requires that cases involving more than one cause of 
death be assigned to a single cause, making it 
necessary to select the one cause to which the death 
will be assigned. The method of selection has an 
important effect upon the resulting statistics. 

In 1948 the World Health Assembly adopted, 
along with the Sixth Revision of the International 
Lists, a form of medical certification and rules for 
classification of the underlying cause of death for 
international use. The form of medical certification in 
the Standard Certificate of Death is shown in figure 
6-A. It is designed to facilitate the selection of the 
underlying cause of death when two or more causes 
are. recorded. In general if the certification is com- 
pleted properly, the underlying cause of death en- 
tered by the physician is the cause to be tabulated. 
This procedure, used in the United States beginning 
with deaths in 1949, differs markedly from that used 
in previous years. Formerly, definite priority relation- 
ships were set up for combinations of causes reported 
on the death certificate. The single cause to be tabu- 
lated was chosen according to these fixed rules. 

Comparability between the Sixth and Fij?h Revi- 
sions.-In order to maintain a time series of mortality 
rates for comparable causes, the International Con- 
ference for the Sixth Revision of the International 
Lists recqmmended that deaths for a country as a 
whole in the year 1949 or 1950 be coded according 
to both the Sixth and Fifth Revisions. In the United 
States, 1950 mortality data were used for the dual 
coding. The differences resulting from the use of the 
two revisions are expressed by a factor termed the 
comparability ratio. This is the number of deaths 
assigned to a particular cause under the Sixth 

. 



6-14 SECTION 6 - TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

Revision divided by the number of deaths assigned to 
that cause using the Fifth Revision.’ 3 :l* 

Seventh Revision.--Beginning with 1955 the de- 
cennial conferences for revision of the International 
Lists are held in years ending in 5 rather than iater in 
the decade as had been done previously. This is to 
make possible the use of the revised classification for 
mortality data beginning with years ending in 8. The 
new cycle provides time to assess the effect of new 
provisions and variations in interpretation before the 
next census. Thus stable mortality data will be 
available for use with the population figures from the 
decennial census. 

Changes in the Seventh Revision were held to a 
minimum because of the relatively short experience 
with the Sixth Revision. In compliance with a 
recommendation of the Expert Committee on Health 
Statistics, the changes were limited to essential ones 
and amendments of errors and inconsistencies. Provi- 
sions previously contained in au addendum15 were 
integrated into the matmaLls Since these provisions 
had been used with the Sixth Revision, they did not 
represent classification changes. The only’ change 
made in three-digit categories consisted of rewording 
a few titles. In a few cases the rewording included 
redefining morbid conditions classifiable to these 
categories and transferring certain terms from one 
category to another. The three-digit categories which 
were affected are listed in Section 1, Volume I, of 
Vital Statistics of the United States, 1958. There 
were also a number of changes in four-digit sub- 
categories, consisting mostly of the addition of 
subdivisions to provide more detailed classification of 
malignant neoplasms of specified sites. The three-digit 
categories for which there were additions, de&ions, 

l3 National Center for Health Statistics: Comparability of 
mortality Statistics for the Fifth and Sixth Revisions, United 
States, 1950, by M. M. Faust and A. B. Dolman. Vital 
Statistics-Special Reports. Vol. 51, No. 2. Public’ He&b 
Service. Washington, D-C., Dec. 1963. 

I*NationaI Center for He&h Statistics: ~mparability 
ratios based on mortality statistics for the Fifth and Sixth 
Revisiobs, United States, 1959 by M.M. Faust and A. EL 
Dolman. Vital Statistics-Special Reports, Vol. 51, No. 3. 
Public Health Service. Washington, DE., Feb. 1964. 

15World Health Organization: Manual of the Intematioml 
Statb5cat Classification of Diseases, Injunk, and Causes of 
Death, Addendum 1, Supplementary Interpretations and 
Instructions for Coding Causes of Death. Geneva. World 
Health Organization, 1953. 

I ‘jWorId Health Organization: Manual of the International 
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of 
Death, Based on the Recommendations of the Seventh 
Revision Conference, 1955. Geneva. World He&b Organiza- 
tion, 1957. 

or changes in the four-digit subcategories are also 
listed in Section 1 of the 1958 report. 

The international rules for seIecting the cause of 
death for primary mortality classification were recast 
for use with the Seventh Revision to simplify them 
and to organize them from the viewpoint of the coder 
making the cause-of-death assignment. The intent of 
the rules remains the same, that is, to code the cause 
which the medical certifier judged to be the under- 
lying cause starting the train of events leading directly 
to death. In recasting the rules, some interpretations 
were modified-mainly those involving selection of 
the underlying cause for improperly completed certi- 
fications. In adapting coding procedures to reporting 
practices in the United States, some additional 
changes in interpretations were made. 

In the majority of cases, application of the rules 
for the Sixth Revision and those for the Seventh 
resulted in the same code assignment. There were 
some differences in individual assignments affecting a 
number of categories. Many of these individual 
assignments were compensatory and resulted in no 
detectable discontinuity of trends for various causes 
of death; the comparability of a number of categories 
was affected to a limited extent. 

Comparability between the Seventh and Sixth 
Revtionr.-In order to estimate the magnitude of the 
effect of the Seventh Revision upon the comparabil- 
ity of mortality trends for various causes, a lo- 
percent sample of deaths in 1958 was classified using 
both the Sixth and Seventh Revisions. The 
comparability ratios for selected causes and a dis- 
cussion of the results of this study are published in 
“Comparability of Mortality Statistics for the Sixth 
and Seventh Revisions, United States, 1958.“’ 7 

Eighth RevzGon.-The Eighth Revision contains 
major modifications in several sections of the lists. 
Also, the international rules for selecting the under- 
lying cause have been simplified. In addition, changes 
have been introduced in the special rules and deci- 
sions which adapt the coding procedures to reporting 
practices in the United States. 

The Detailed List of the Eighth Revision consists 
of 671 categories of diseases and morbid conditions, 
182 categories for classification .of the external cause 
of injury, and 187 categories for characterization of 
injuries according to the nature of the lesion. These 
detailed categories are designated by three-digit num- 

“National Center for Health Statistics: Comparability of 
mortality statistics for the Sixth and Seventh Revisions, 
United States, 1958, by M. M. Faust and A. B. Dohuau. Vita6 
Statistics-Special Reports, Vol. 51, No. 4. Public Health 
Service. Washington, D.C., Mar. 1965. 

. 
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bers. There are also four-digit subcategories in the 
ICDA that provide further specificity or more infor- 
mation regarding etiology or manifestations of the 
disease. The classification is arranged in 17 main 
sections, or chapters. The important changes are 
summarized for each of these sections in the intro- 
duction to the ICDA, pages xxiv-xxviii. Following are 
some of the many changes made: 

Infective and parasitic diseases.-In the Seventh 
Revision, list titles for diarrheal conditions were 
scattered over several sections of the Classifi- 
cation. In the Eighth Revision all the Seventh 
Revision subdivisions for these conditions, includ- 
ing those for infants, are brought together under 
one category, Diarrheal diseases (009). 

Diseases of the nervous system and sense 
organs.-Vascular lesions affecting central nervous 
system (330-334) in the Seventh ,Revision has 
been transferred in the Eighth Revision to Section 
VII, Diseases of the circulatory system, where 
hey appear as Cerebrovascular diseases 
(430-438). 

Certain causes of perinatal morbidity and 
mortality.-Tbis section represents an integration 
of Section XV (Certain diseases of early infancy) 
and Classification of causes of stillbirth 
(Y30-Y39) in the Seventh Revision. The age 
qualifications used in previous revisions fo classify 
the same conditions in or outside this section 
have been deleted. For example, Pneumonia of 
newborn (763) of the Seventh Revision is no 
longer in this section. Instead, it is included in the 
Eighth Revision with Pneumonia (480-486), to 
which pneumonias are assigned without regard to 
age. 

Accidents, poisonings, and violence.-A new sub- 
section (E980-E989) has been introduced for the 
classification of deaths where it was not possible 
for the certifier to determine whether the injuries 
were accidentally or purposely inflicted. 

Comparability between the Eighth and Seventh 
Revisions.-In order to measure the degree of discon- 
tinuity in cause-of-death statistics resulting from the 
introduction of the Eighth Revision, -provisional 
estimates of selected comparability ratios based on 
dual coding of a stratified sample of 1966 death 
certificates by the Seventh and Eighth Revisions of 
the International Classification of Diseases were 
computed. These ratios appear in the Monthly Fital 
StatLtics Report of the National Center for Health 
Statistics, Volume 17, Number 8, Supplement; and in 
Comparability of Mortality Statistics for the Seventh 

and Eighth Revisions of the International Classifi- 
cation if Diseases, United States, Vital and Health 
Statistics, Series 2, No. 66, DHEW Pub. No. 
(HRA)76-1340. 

Coding in 1974.-The National Center for Health 
Statistics usually prepares for its cause-of-death cod- 
ing clerks an instruction manual which contains 
decisions and interpretations that apply each year. 
These manuals are revised annually chiefly to bring 
coding procedures into alignment with new develop- 
ments in reporting practices and in medical opinions 
as to the etiology and causal relationship of diseases 
and to eliminate inconsistencies in coding proce- 
dures.l* No significant coding changes occurred for 
1974. 

Si&zificant coding changes during the Eighth 
RevzXon.-Beginning with 1969 a special four-digit 
subcategory Chronic obstructive lung disease 
(*519.3) has been added to obtain the number of 
certificates on which medical certifiers have entered 
this ‘more general term rather than a more specific 
diagnosis of chronic bronchitis, emphysema, or 
asthma. The number of certificates assigned to 
(*519.3) increased from 2,704 for 1969 to 14,299 
for 1974. It is necessary to add together the number 
of deaths assigned to this new four-digit category and 
the number of deaths assigned to Bronchitis, emphy- 
sema, and asthma (ICDA Nos. 490-493) to obtain a 
measure of mortality from all chronic obstructive 
lung diseases. 

To provide that deaths would not be assigned to 
Chronic obstructive lung -disease (*519.3) if a more 
specific diagnosis such as chronic bronchitis, emphy- 
sema, or asthma also appeared-on the death certifi- 
cate, the coding procedures. were updated for 1971 
and 1972 data years in accordance with the linkages 
below: 

*5 19.3 Chronic obstructive lung disease with- 
out mention of asthma, bronchitis, 
or emphysema 

Excludes conditions in “5’19.3 with conditions in: 
490 Bronchitis (491) (Chronic bronchitis) 
491 (Chronic bronchitis) (491) 
492 (Emphysema) (492) 
493 (Asthma) (493) 

But the limitation imposed by these linkage provi- 
sions did not alter the upward trend in the number of 
deaths assigned to Chronic obstructive lung disease 

18National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, 
instructions for classifying the underlying c&e of death, 
1974. NCHS Imhuction Manual, Part 2a. Public Health 
Service. Rockville, Md., 1973. 

.* 
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without mention of asthma, bronchitis, or emphy- 
sema (*519.3). The number of deaths assigned to 
(“519.3) increased from 6,321 for 1971 to 8,210 for 
1972. 

Under the Eighth Bevision of the ICDA, deaths 
assigned to “chronic obstructive lung disease,” or 
“chronic obstructive pulmonary disease,” were as- 
signed to Other diseases of lung (ICDA No. 519.2). 
Despite the transfer of these deaths from tbis 
category to the new category Chronic obstructive 
lung disease (*No. 519.3), the number of deaths 
assigned to Other diseases of lung (ICDA No. 519.2) 
also continued ‘to increase-from 1,306 deaths for 
1969 to 1,977 for 1974. 

Also beginning with 1971, a special four-digit 
subcategory (*E854.8) has been added to identify 
“Acute narcotism, not otherwise specified,” whether 
or not the circumstances were undetermined. Also, a 
preference will be given to Drug dependence (ICDA 
No. 304) when a statement of drug dependence or a 
synonymous term appears on the certificate with 
mention of poisoning by certain addictive drugs. 

In addition, beginning with 1971, the term 
cerebral sclerosis (general) is classified to Generalized 
ischemic cerebrovascular disease (ICDA No. 437) 
rather than to Other demyelinating diseases of central 
nervous system (ICDA No. 341). As a result of this 
transfer the number of deaths assigned to this latter 
category decreased from 569 for 1970 to 96 for 
1971. 

For 1973 the significant coding changes were 
concerned with the “sudden infant death syndrome” 
(SIDS). 

SIDS, frequently called “crib death” or “cot 
death,” has been defined as the sudden and un- 
expected death of a previously healthy infant (usually 
between 1 and 6 months of age) which remains 
unexplained after careful post mortem studies. SIDS 
almost always occurs during sleep periods. This 
phenomenon seldom occurs in an infant under 1 
month or over 1 year of age. There are no specific 
symptoms identifiable with SIDS. Therefore SIDS 
cannot be predicted, even by a physician, and in the 
light of present knowledge SIDS cannot be prevented. 
An autopsy usually reveals congestion and edema of 
the lungs .and minor inflammatory changes in the 
respiratory system. In about 85 percent of the cases 
intrathoracic petechial hemorrhages are found. How- 
ever, evidence of a conventionally. accepted lethal 
lesion(s) is lacking. Because of these characteristic 
features, experts and researchers in the field consider 
SIDS a clearly identifiable distinctive entity even 
though the cause and mechanism of death remain 
UIlkIlOWll. 

Estimates of the number of SIDS deaths vary, but 

the figure most commonly quoted by researchers is 
about 10,000. Efforts to obtain accurate data on the 
incidence of SIDS have been hampered by a number 
of factors. Among these are 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The failure of a number of physicians, coroners, 
and medical examiners to diagnose and/or report 
SIDS as the cause of death. 
TheIack of uniformity in the terminology used to 
describe SIDS. 
The absence of a category in the Eighth Retion 
International Clawfication of Diseases, Adapted 
for Use in the United States (ICDA), which 
identifies SIDS. 
The reluctance on the part of certifiers to report 
conditions that they feel may be regarded as 
unacceptable by vital statistics offices. 
The reporting of conditions, including incidental 
autopsy findings, that were in fact unrelated to 
death on the certificates of death for infants who 
actually died from SIDS. 

NCHS has modified the ICDA and the procedures 
for classifying information recorded on the death 
certificate to facilitate the identification and analysis 
of data related to known and suspected cases of 
SIDS. 

Three fourth-digit subdivisions have been created 
under ICDA category 795 (Sudden death). These 
subdivisions together wijh the inclusion terms are as 
follows: 

*795-O Sudden infant death syndrome, under 

*795.1 

1 year of age 
Acute fatal infant syndrome 
Cause unknown 
Cot or crib death 
Died without sign of disease, so 

stated 
Found dead (in bed, cot, cradle, crib, 

etc.) (infant) 
Infant found in bed 
Other unknown and unspecified 

causes, so stated 
SDII, SID, SIDS, SUD, SUDI, SUID 
Sudden death (infancy) (infant) (syn- 

drome) (unattended) (unexpected) 
(unexplained) 

Undertermined (cause) (in infancy) 
(infant) 

Unexpected death (in infancy) (in- 
fant) 

Unexplained death (in infancy) (in- 
fant) 

Unknown (cause) 
Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of 

age 
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The same terms listed under “795.0 
when age is 1 year. 

*795.2 All other sudden deaths, age 2 years 
and over 

Died suddenly -Fell dead 
Dropped dead Sudden death 

It should be noted that two of the above subdivisions 
(i-e., “795.0 and *795-l) include several terms that 
were previously included under ICDA categories 
796.2, Found dead (cause unknown), 796.3, Died 
without sign of disease, and 796.9, Other unknown 
tid specified causes. The decision to include these 
terms in the categories that have been created for 
Sudden infant death syndrome, under 1 year of age, 
and Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of age, was made 
after cons&ation with experts in the field. This 
decision was based on conclusions drawn from a 
recent study that relatively few infant deaths that 
were not sudden and unexpected are. certified as 
found dead, “died without sign of disease,” or other 
~known and unspecified causes. 

The third subdivision (i.e., *795.2) does not 
include terms previously classifiable to ICDA catego- 
ries 796.2, 796.3, or 796.9. Coders should continue 
to classify these terms to categories 796.2, 796.3, and 
796.9 if the decedent was 2 years of age or over. 

A distinction has been made between Sudden 
infant death syndrome, under 1 year of age, and 
Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of age (but less than 
Z), because there is some difference of opinion about 
whether ‘SIDS does in fact occur at ages 1 year and 
above. National data for 1973, the first year NCHS 
used the new coding rules show 3,264 and 75 deaths 
coded to categories “795.0 and *795.1, respectively. 

Apparently, some vital statistics offices have, 
perhaps unintentionally, created the impression that 
SIDS is not an acceptable cause of death. This is 
unfortunate since it is important that SIDS be cited 
officially as the cause of death when the certifier 
believes this to be the case. This diagnosis as well as 
other terms that are being used to describe SIDS 
should be accepted as a valid cause of death without 
querying the certifier. Past experience has shown that 
some certifiers are reluctant to use terminology that 
they have reason to believe will be queried by vital 
statistics offices. 

Since 1968 the use of an automated system for 
obtaining the underlying cause requires special coding 
procedures in NCHS. (See Quality Control Procedures 
under Quality of Data.) The automated system was 
designed t9 assign the underlying cause according to 
the international rules just as if a manual process were 
‘to be used. 

Medical certification.-Tee use of a standard 

classification l$, although essential for State, re- 
gional, and international comparison, does not assure 
strict comparability of the tabulated figures. A high 
degree of comparability between areas could be 
attained only ‘if all records of cause of death were 
reported with equal accuracy and completeness. The 
medical certification of death can be made only by a 
qualified person, usually a physician, a medical 
examiner, or a coroner. Therefore the reliability and 
accuracy of cause-of-death statistics are, to a large 
extent, governed by the ability of the medical 
attendant to make the proper diagnosis and by the 
care with which he completes the death certificate. 

The quality of the basic data reported on the 
death certificate is of fundamental importance in the 
interpretation of cause-of-death statistjcs. A pilot 
study was based on a sample of deaths occurring in 
Pennsylvania during 3 months of 1956. A representa- 
tive sample of certificates was selected for particular 
causes of death. Questionnaires were sent to the 
physicians who had signed the certificates asking for 
the diagnostic methods and pertinent findings on 
which the medical certification of death was based. 
The returns were reviewed along with the original 
cause-of-death statement and rated for quality (type 
and amount) of supporting diagnostic information. 
For 39 percent of the cases the diagnostic data given 
were sketchy, and for 58 percent the information was 
considered good or very good. The quality of the 
diagnostic information varied considerably with the 
cause of death. It we concluded that in Pennsylvania 
the diagnostic data for many disease categories 
provided an adequate base for medical certification of 
the cause of death.19 

In a later follow-back study conducted by NCHS, 
a national sample of deaths occurring in July and 
August 1960 was selected from the lo-percent 
Current Mortality Sample. A qu&tionnaire was sent 
to the physician, coroner, or medical examiner 
signing the death certificate and to the hospitals and 
others suggested by the medical examiner as possible 
added sources of diagnostic information. Eighty-seven 
percent of the medical certifiers returned a question- 
naire with some kind of response. Of those returned, 
14 percent contained no useful information. The 
forms were reviewed by two cardiologists to deter- 
mine whether or not .the cause of death assigned was 
supported by the diagnostic information provided by 
the certifier. The results showed that “for cardio- 
cascul;u;-renal diseases as a whole, it is estimated that 

lgFor a more cdmplete report, see “Inquiry Into Diag- 
nostic Evidence Supporting Medical Certifications of Death,” 
by I. M. Moriyama and others, Am. J. Pub. Health, Vol. 48, 
No. 10, pp. 1376-1387: 
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70 to 75 percent of the deaths so classified may be 
considered as a reasonable inference or better.“* o 

One index of the quality of reporting causes of 
death is the proportion of death certificates coded to 
the Eighth Revision category numbers 780-792,795, 
and 796, which are the rubrics for symptoms and 
ill-defined conditions. while there are cases for which 
it is not possible to determine the causes of death, 
tbis proportion indicates the care and consideration 
given to the certification by attending physicians. It 
may also be used as a rough measure of the specificity 
of the medical diagnosis made by the physicians in 
various areas and to a smaU degree the extent to 
which autopsies are performed and their findings used 
in determining the underlying cause of death entered 
on the death certificate. In 1974, 1.5 percent of alI 
reported deaths in the United States were assigned to 
ill-defined or unknown causes. However, this percent- 
age varied among the States from 0.3 to 7.0 percent. 

Ranking causes of death.-The causes included in 
the List of 69 Selected Causes of Death have been 
ranked on the basis of the number of deaths assigned 
to each cause. Two group titles, Major cardiovascular 
diseases and Symptoms and ill-defined conditions, are 
not ranked. In addition,, category titles that begin 
with the words “Other” or “AU other” are not 
ranked. The remaining titles are ranked to determine 
the leading causes of death. When one of the titles 
that represents a subtotal is ranked, as in the case of 
Tuberculosis, alI forms, its component parts (in this 
case, Tuberculosis of respiratory system and Tubercu- 
losis, other forms) are not ranked. 

Maternal deaths 

Maternal deaths are those for which the certifying 
physician has designated a maternal condition as the 
underlying cause of death. The maternal conditions 
are those assigned to Complications of pregnancy, 
childbirth, and puerperium (630-678). 

Report of autopsy 

Prior to 1972 the last year for which autopsy data 
were tabulated was 1958. For 1972-74 all registration 
areas requested information on the death certificate 
as to whether autopsies were performed. For 1974 
autopsies were reported, however, on only 355,515 
death certificates (18.4 percent of the total, table 

2oMoriyama, I. M., and others: Evaluatiops of Diagnostic 
Information Supporting Medical Certification of Cardiovascu- 
lar Disease Deaths. Paper presented at a m&tiug of the 
American Public Health Association, Kansas City, MO., Nov. 
13,1963. 

l-28). All but eight registration areas (New York 
City, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia) also requested for 
1974 information on nearly all their certificates as to 
whether the autopsy findings were used in determin- 
ing the causes of deaths. 

The distribution of deaths for which autopsies 
were performed according to the entry for the item 
“autopsy findings used” was as shown in the table 
below. 

Entry for item “autopsy 
findings used” 

Number Percent 

All autopsies ........... 

Autopsy findings used .......... 
Autopsy findings not used. . _ _ _ . . _ 
Item not checked ............ 
Item not on certificate. ......... 

Data presented in table l-29 on “findings used” 
refer not to all deaths for which autopsies were 
performed (355,515) but only to those for which 
information on “fmdings used” was also requested on 
the certificates (278,616 deaths for which autopsies 
were performed). 

For only seven of the cause-of-death categories 
shown in table l-29 were autopsies reported as 
performed for 50 percent or more of ail deaths: 
Meningococcal infections; Meningitis; Abortions; 
Other complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and the 
puerperium; Congenital anomalies; Homicide; and 
Other external causes. 

There were nine other categories for which 40 
percent or more death certificates reported autopsies. 
Autopsies were reported for only 11.4 percent of the 
major cardiovascular diseases. Among ah causes other 
than the major cardiovascular group, autopsies were 
reported for 26.1 percent of aU deaths. 

Mortality by month and date of death 

Deaths by month have been regularly tabulated 
and published in the annual report for each year 
beginning with data year 1900. For 1974 deaths by 
month are shown in this report in tables l-20, 1-21, 
l-24, l-30,2-10,2-12, and 3-9. 

Death rates by month reflect most clearly the 
influence of the respiratory diseases. Again for 1974, 
as for each year since the early 1920’s, when the 
summer peak of mortality was eliminated, the curve 
of mortality falls to a low during the summer months, 
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and reaches a peak during the winter months. The 
curve by month for the number of deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia for 1974 parallels quite 
closely that for the curve for the number of deaths 
from a.6 causes. The greatest number of deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia occurred in March for 1974 
(table l-24). 

The year 1972 was the first data year for which 
not only month of death but also date of death were 
published (table l-30). Unpublished data for selected 
causes, ,by date of death, however, for 1962 are 
available in NCHS. 

Number of deaths by date of death in this report 
are shown for 1974 for the total number of deaths 
and for the number of deaths for the following three 
causes, for which the greatest general interest in date 
of occurrence of death has been expressed: Motor 
vehicle accidents, Suicide, and Homocide. 

These data in’ table l-30 show the frequency 
distribution of deaths for the selected causes by day 
of week. They a&o make it possible to identify 
holidays with peak numbers of deaths from specified 
causes. 

QUALITY OF DATA 

Completeness of registration 

Although every State has adopted a law requiring 
the registration of births, deaths, and fetal deaths, 
these laws are not uniformly observed. In most areas 
practically all births and deaths are registered. For 
some areas, however, there is enough underregistra- 
tion to affect the use of the statistics for certain 
purposes. 

Quantitative information on completeness of 
death registration is not available. One condition for 
admission to the national registration areas was a 
demonstrated registration completeness of at least 90 
percent although the method used in testing com- 
pleteness was subject to considerable error. It is 
believed that in the past death registration for the. 
United States has been more complete than birth 
registration, but the difference now may be rather 
small. There is evidence, however, that in certain 
isolated areas, incomplete registration is still a prob-, 
lem. For example, a study made in a few selected 
counties of Tennessee, where the death rates for 1949 
to 1951 were unusuaIly low, served to locate a 
number of unregistered deaths.n 1 A similar situation 
may exist in other States. 

21Tennessee Depa+nent of Public Health: ‘Results of 
survey of death-registration completeness. The Spotlight, Jan. 
1954. 

As stated above, reporting requirements for fetal 
deaths vary from State to State, and registration is 
probably incomplete in all areas. 

Massachusetts data 

The 1964 statistics for deaths. exclude approxi- 
mately 6,000 ‘events registered in Massachusetts, 
primarily to residents of the State. Microfilm copies 
of these records were not received by NCHS. Figures 
for the United States and the New England Division 
are also somewhat affected. 

Quality control procedures 

Demographic items on the death cert$ic&es.-As 
indicated above, for 1974 the mortality data for these 
items were obtained from two sources: (1) microfilm 
images of the original certificates furnished by 34 
States, the District of Columbia, and New York City; 
and (2) records on data tape furnished by the 
remaining 16 States. For the 34 States, the District of 
Columbia, and New York City, that send only 
microfilm images of the original certificates, the 
demographic items on a lo-percent sample of the 
certificates were dependently verified. For the nine 
States (Colorado, Florida, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, 
New Hampshire, New York, exclusive of New York 
City, Rhode Island, and Vermont) that furnished 
records on data tape prior to 1974 the demographic 
items on about 200 records per State per month were 
independently verified.‘For the seven States (Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, and South 
Carolina) that furnished records on data tape for the 
fist time for 1974, the- demographic items were 
independently verified for a 50-percent sample for 
the first 3 months, and for about 200 records per 
State for each of the last 9 months of 1974. 

Except for cause-of-death coding discussed below, 
the above-mentioned verification procedures involve 
controlling two types of error (coding and entering 
into the data record tape) at the same time, and the 
error rates are a combined measure of both types. 
While it may be assumed that the entering errors are 
randomly distributed across aU items on the record, 
this assumption cannot be made as readily for coding 
errors. Systematic errors in coding infrequent events 
may escape detection during sample verification. This 
type of e.rror is partially controlled by reverifying 
randomly selected lots from each operator’s work. 

Medical items on the death certijicate.-The 
“Automated Classification of Medical Entities” 
(ACME), a computer system for assigning the under- 
lying cause of death which was introduced in 1968, 
was used for assigning the 1974 underlying causes of 
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death.* * The’ ACME rules for coding conditions are 
very specific, fewer in number, and far less compli- 
cated than the international rules for selecting the 
underlying cause of death.* 3 

The coder produces condition codes which the 
ACME computer program matches against decision 
tables to select the underlying cause of death for each 
record according to the international rules. These 
decision tables serve two primary purposes. They 
provide a comprehensive guide for the relationship 
between conditions classifiable to different categories 
in ICDA when applying rules of selection and 
modification, and they also provide decisions used 
when the underlying cause is assigned by the ACME 
system. The tables were developed from the decisions 
and conclusions employed by NCHS in arriving at the 
underlying causes of death. Relationships between 
medical conditions involve varying or contradictory 
opinions. Therefore further refinements of the deci- 
sion tables will be required periodically. 

The decision table instruction manual for 1970- 
71** was again used for 1973 and 1974. 

For the States that did not fu ish State-coded 
T medical data, the medical items we-e coded for 100 

percent of death records. Then the medical items on a 
lo-percent sample of the records were independently 
verified. 

For the States (Iowa, Nebraska, and Michigan) 
that furnish State-coded medical data, the medical 
items were independently verified on a 100-percent 
basis for the first 3 months, and for about 200 
records per State, for each of the last 9 months of 
1974. 

For cause-of-death coding, systematic errors in 
coding infrequent events is controlled by listing the 
rare and impossible codes from the computer and 
reverifying the cause-of-death assignment. 

Demographic items on fetal-death certificates.- 
As stated above, fetal-death certificates for 1974 are 
based on all fetal-death records received. Moreover 
the coding and entering on data tape of fetal-death 
records was verified completely because of their 
relatively small number. (Again for 1974, as for prior 

22Aatoxnated Classification of Medical Eatities (ACME) for 
Selection of Causes of Death. Unpublished paper presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Houston, Tex., Oct. 1970. 

*‘National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, 
instm&ons for classifying the underlying cause of death, 
1974. NCHS Instruction Manual, Part 2a. Public Health 
Service. Rockville, Md., 1973. 

!*National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, 
ICDA Eighth Revision decision tables for .classifying underly- 
ing causes of death, 1970-1971. NCHS Instruction Manual, 
Part 2a. Public Health Service. Rockville. Md., 1972. 

years, medical items on the fetal-death certificates 
were not coded.) 

Other control procedures.--After completing 
coding. and entering on data tape, record counts are 
balanced against control totals for each shipment of 
records from a registration area. Impossible codes are 
selected out during the editing processes on the 
computer and are either corrected by reference to the 
source record or adjusted by arbitrary code assign- 
ment. All subsequent operations in tabulating and in 
table preparation are verified either during the com- 
puter processing or by statistical clerks. 

Estimates of errors arismg from 50-percent 
sample for 1972 

Death statistics for 1972 in this report (excluding 
fetal-death statistics) are based on a 50-percent 
sample of all deaths occurring in the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

A description of the sample design and a table of 
the percent errors of the estimated numbers of deaths 
by size of estimate and total deaths in the area are 
shown in the Technical Appendix of Vital Statistics 
of the United States, Volume II, Part A, 1972. 

COMPUTATION OF RATES 
AND OTHER MEASURES 

Population bases 

The death rates shown in this report were 
computed on the basis of population statistics pub- 
lished or made available by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census. Rates for 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970 are 
based on the populations enumerated as of April 1 in 
the censuses of those years. Rates for all other years 
are based on the estimated midyear (July I) popula- 
tion for the respective years. 

Population estimates for 1974.-Estimates of the 
total resident population of the United States by age, 
race, and sex in 1974 are published by the Bureau of 
the Census in Current Population Reports, Series 
P-25, Number 529, and are shown in table 6-2. Total 
estimated populations for States shown in table 6-3 
are published in Series P-25, Number 533; popula- 
tions by broad age groups were prepared by the 
Bureau of the Census for NCHS and do not appear in 
the P-25 Series. 

The populations of the 50 largest SMSA’s and 
their component counties were obtained from the 
Bureau of the Census for July 1, 1974, as shown in 
selected reports from Series P-26. 

Population estimates for 1971.-The rates by age, 
color, and sex in Section 1 of Vital Statistics of the 
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United States, 1971, were based on provisional 
estimates of the 1971 population; but the life table 
values for 1971 in Section 5 were based on revised 
estimates of the 1971 population. These revised 
estimates are shown in Current Population Reports, 
Series P-25, Number 519, Washington, D.C., 1974. 
These revised estimates differed considerably from 
the provisional estimates for a number of age-color- 
sex groups. Table 6-4 of the report for 1971 shows, 
for example, that the .revised estimates are 7 to 25 
percent lower than the provisional estimates for 
persons other than white in the youngest (under 10 
years) and oldest (80 years and over) age groups. The 
limited number of statistics for 1971 shown in this 
report are based on the revised populations. Also 
available in NCHS is a set of unpublished trend tables 
for which the rates for 1971. are based on the revised 
population. These tables include age-color-sex-cause 
specific death rates for both the List of 69 Selected 
Causes of Death and the List of 281 Selected Causes 
of Death. 

Population estimates for 1961-69.-Comparison 
of revis,ed poptdations for 1969 (and several earlier 
years since 1960) with the provisional populations 
which were used to calculates annual death rates for 

* these same age, color, and sex groups indicated a 
similar problem. Caution should be exercised in 
utilizing death rates published in Section 1 and life 
expectancy values in Section 5 of the 1969 and other 
volumes until such time as revised rates are published. 

Rates and ratios based on live births.-Infant, 
neonatal, and maternal mortality rates, and fetai- 
death rates and ratios are computed on the basis of 
the estimated number of live births instead of the 
estimated population under 1 year of age. 

New Jersey--As indicated previously, data by 
race or co?or are not available for New Jersey for 
1962 and 1963. Therefore for 1962 and 1963 the 
National Center for Health Statistics estimated a 
population by age, color, and sex excluding New 
Jersey for rates shown by color. The methodology 
used to estimate the revised population excluding 
New Jersey is discussed in the technical appendixes of 
the 1962 and 1963 reports. 

Age-adjustid death rates 

Age-adjusted death rates shown in this report are 
computed by using the distribution in lo-year age 
intervals of the enumerated population of the United 
States in 1940 as the standard population. Each 
figure represents the rate that would have existed if 
the age-specific rates of the particular year prevailed. 
in a population whose age distribution was like that 
of the United States in 1940. The rates for the total 
population and for each color-sex group were ad- 
justed separately, using the same standard population. 
It is important not to compare age-adjusted death 
rates directly with-crude rates shown in other tables. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available-- ______________________ - _________________ - - - 

Category not applicable __-______________ i _________ il . . . 

Quantity zero ____________________ - __________ -__-__- ________ - 

Quanitity more than 0 but less than 0.05 _______ 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability 
or precision ___________ - ____ i ____ -__- __________________ --- * 
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Table 6 1. Population of Birth- and Death-Registration Stat es, 1900-1932, and United States, 1900:1974 
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Table 6-2. Es&mates of Total Resident POpulation of the United States, by Age, Race, and Sex: July 1, 1974 
$@lres *“*“de Armed Forces eta”o”ed I” the United states and *u& those stationed out&e the United states. Due to mundinrr to ‘tile nearest thovsand. detailed mures may 

. 
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Table 6-3. ib@es, of Totai Fle$ent .Population, by Age, for the United %ates, Each &iiion and State, Guam, Puerto Rico, and 
vi&l L?hn& July 1, 1974 
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