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VITAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1970 

VOLUME III-MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

A brief summary of the contents for each section is listed below for the con- 
venience of the reader. A complete table of contents is shown at the beginning of 
each section and is identified by a narrow bIack edge which can be located easily 
by fanning the pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section 
number as the identifying prefix. 

Section 1. Marriages 

For the United States: 
National trend data. 
Marriage totals and rates for each State, division, and region. 
Marriage totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Monthlymarriage totals for each State, division, and region. 

For the marriage-registration area: 
Marriages classified by major demographic characteristics of bride 
and groom and by characteristics of marriages performed in each 
participating State; marriage rates specific for sex, age, and 
previous marital status. 

Section 2. Divorces 

For the United States: 
National trend data. 
Divorce totals and rates for each State, division, and region. 
Divorce totah for each county or county equivalent. 
Trend of national totals of children involved in divorce. 

For the divorce-registration area: 
For each participating State, divorces classified by major 
demographic characteristics of husband and wife, characteristics of 
their marriage, and number of chiklren. 

Section 3. Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

Marriage and divorce totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Marriages classified by major demographic characteristics of bride and 
groom. 
For Virgin Islands only, divorces and annulments classified by char- 
acteristics of husband and wife, duration of marriage, and number of 
children. 

Section 4. Technical Appendix 

Historical and contemporary sources of marriage and divorce statistics, 
design of the samples of marriages and divorces and annuhnents, varia- 
bility of sampIe estimates, and uniformity and completeness of the 
reporting forms and the collected data. Tables of the population esti- 
mates used as bases for rates. 



Guide to tables in Section 1 -Marriages 

[Data are for marriages occurring in the United States. Data for geographic areas are by place of occurrence, unles? 
otherwise stated] 

Geographic area: 
Marriage-registration area----- 

R~gi~~~-..----------.-----.---~ 

Divisions-----...-------.----.- 

Registration States------------ 

*11 StBteS-----...-------.----- 

arriage*---.-.------ 

Marriage *Bte*----....-----..-- 

Percent distribution----------- 

Medians, means, and quartiles-- 

Percent change-..-------------- 

Single-year age g+oups------- 

s-year age group*-------------- 

lo-year age gToups------------- 

Resident 5tat"5---------------- 

Place of residence------------- 

Month of marriage-------------- 

Day of "eek---...----...-----.. 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 



Guide to tiles in Section I-Marriages-Con. 

[Data are for marriages occurring in the United States in 1970. Data for geographic areas are by place of occurrence] 

PAGE: 1 

Geographic area: 
Marriage-registration area 

Regions-----------.------- 

Division----------.------ 

Each State---------------- 

Each registration State--- 

Total selected 22 States-- 

Yeal3: 
lS,O---------------------- 

Brides by groom---------- 

Marriage rates------------ 

Percent distribution------ 

Characteristics: 
Age----------------------- 

Single-year age groups-- 

5-year age groups------- 

10-year age groups------ 

m-year age grcups------ 

Marriage ordcr------------ 

First marriages----------- 

Remarriages--------------- 

Previous marital status--- 

Resident status----------- 

Month of marriage--------- 

Day Of week-----.--------- 
I I , 

Color or race------------- 24 25 
I 

33 34 



Guide to table6. in Section l-Mqrria(resr,Con. 

[Data are for marriages occurring in the United States in 1970. Data for geographic areas are by place of occurrence1 

TABLE: 1 

PAGE: 1 

Geographic area: 
Marriage-registration area-------------------- 

Registration States--------------------------- 

*11 states------------------------------------ 

All counties and equivalent areas------------- 

United States--------------------------------- 

Type of-entry: 
TOtal CO"*tS--------------,~------------------- 

Characteristics of bride and groan------------ 

Characteristics of bride by characteristics 
Of grool-------------....-------------------- 

Characteristics: 
Age at marriage--------------.-~-.---.-------- 

sMyea* age groups-.--.---------------------. 

lo-yea* age groups-----------..--.---------- 

Marriage arder-------------------------------- 

Previous marital ~tat~l*-------------~--------- 

Single-------------------------------------- 

Widawed------------------------------------- 

Divorced------------------------------------ 

Nunbe= of this marriage----------------------- 

Race o* color--------------------------------- 

Resident StatUS------------------------------- 

Nativity status-----------------------------.. 

,,fonfh ,,f marriage----------------------------- 

lSingle-year age groups. 

39 40 41 46 i47 48 

39 41 46 47 40 

39 40 41 46 47 48 

45 46 47 48 49 50 51 

39 42 43 49 



Years: Years: 
1920-70------------------------------------------------------- 1920-70------------------------------------------------------- 

1953-,0------------------------------------------------------ 1953-70------------------------------------------------------ 

1965-70------------------------------------------------------- 1965-70------------------------------------------------------- 

Type of entry: Type of entry: 
Average number of children per decree------------------------- Average number of children per decree------------------------- 

Number of annulments and percent of total divorces and Number of annulments and percent of total divorces and 
annulments--------------------------------------------------- annulments--------------------------------------------------- 

Number of children involved in divorces and annulments-------- Number of children involved in divorces and annulments-------- 

Nu,,,,,er ,,f divorces a,,d annulments----------------------------- Nu,,,,,er ,,f divorces a,,d annulments----------------------------- 

Percent distribution of divorces and annulments--------------- Percent distribution of divorces and annulments--------------- 

Rates per 1,000 populatian------------------------------------ Rates per 1,000 populatian------------------------------------ 

Rates per 1,000 children under 18 years of age---------------- Rates per 1,000 children under 18 years of age---------------- 

Characteristics: Characteristics: 
Color--------------------------------------------------------- Color--------------------------------------------------------- 

j&~--t-Jo* of marriage------------------------------------------ j&~--t-Jo* of marriage------------------------------------------ 4 4 

Median age at time of decree and at time of marriage---------- Median age at time of decree and at time of marriage---------- 5 5 

Nun&r of children reported----------------------------------- Nun&r of children reported----------------------------------- 1 1 

Geographic area: Geographic area: 
Divisibns----------------------------------------------------- Divisibns----------------------------------------------------- 

Registration States------------------------------------------- Registration States------------------------------------------- 

Guide to tables in Section 2-Divorces 

[ha are for divorces and annulments occurring in the United States. 
OCClXCl-eUCe] 

Data for geographic areas are by place of 

TABIE: 2 -1 -2 -3 -4 -5 -6 -7 -8 -9 -10 

PAGE: 2 -5 -6 -7 -8 -8 -8 -9 -9 -9 -9 

'With percent changes from preceding year. 
&Median duration. 



Guide to tables in Section 2-Divoaes-Con. 

[Frequencies only. Data are for divorces and annulments occurring in the United States in 1970. Data for geographic 
areas qre by place of ~ccurrencel 

TABLE: 2 

PAGE: 2 

Geographic area: 

Divorce-registration ~==a----------------------------------------- 

Registration Stafes----------------------------------------------- 

United States----------------------------------------------------- 

Characteristics: 
Age at time of decree--~------------------------------------------ 

Age at time of marriage------------------------------------------- 

$fmth marriage performed------------------------------------------ 

Number of children reported--------------------------------------- 

Number of this marriage at time of decree------------------------- 

- = 

-17 - 

-14 - 

- 

17 
- 

17 
- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 - 

- 

17' 
- 

- 

= 

-18 

-16 - 

18’ 

18’ 

- 

18 

- 

- 

- 

-19 

-17' 

19' 

19' 

19' 



Guide to tables in Section 3-Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 

[Data by area of occurrence] 

PAGE: 3 

Geographic area: 
Puerto Rico------------------------- 

Virgin Islands---------------------- 

Frequencies------------------------- 

Characteristics 
Month of marri __________ 

Day of week------------------------- 

Residence Status-------------------- 

Marriage order---------------------- 

First marriage of both-------------- 

Age--------------------------------- 

Previous marital status------------- 



Guide to Tables in Section 4-Technical Appendix 

TABLE: 4 

Page: 4 

central files of records established-------- 

Collection of data, 1867-1970--------------- 

Growth of marriage- and divorce- 
r-gistr-tio* ==eas-------~----------------- 

population data----------------------------- 

States reporting selected itws------------- 

Data completeness: 

Comparison of items shown on State records 
with those shown on standard records, 
1970------------------------------------- 

Percent of not stated events for 
specified characteristics, 1970---------- 

Sample specifications and estimates: 
Number of sample records------------------ 

Estimated number of events---------------- 

sampl*ng ==tes---------------------------- 

sampling errors of estimtes-------------- 

1'Narriages. 
%vorces. 

. 

-3 
- 

-15 

- 

- 

3' 
- 

31 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5* 5* 7= 7= 

5l 5l 72 72 

6l 6l a= a= 

Symboh Used in Tables 

Data “Of =vdafJle _____-__---_---_-------- --- 

caq,,q not q,p~~&le --___ - w------------ . . . 

Q”antiryzero---------------------------- - 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05~--- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
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l-2. 

1-3. 

l-4. 

l-5. 

l-6. 

l-7. 

l-8. 

l-9. 

l-10. 

l-11. 

1-12. 

1-13. 

l-14. 

1-15. 

Number of marriages and marriage ‘rates with percent changes from preceding 
year: United States, 1920-70, and marriage-registration area, 1957-70 ------ 

Marriage rates per 1,000 men and women 15 years of age and over: United 
states, 1g40-70 ________-_____-_-_-------------------------------------- 

Marriage rates per 1,000 unmarried women 15 years of age and over and 15-44 
years of age: Ul;itedSbtes, 1940-70-------------------------------------- 

Number of marriages and marriage rates, by month, with and without seasonal 
adjustments: United States, 1961-70 -------_------------------------------ 

Marriages and marriage rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 
1966-70 _-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Marriages and marriage rates by place of residence of bride and groom: United 
States, each region, division, and State, and outside United States, 1970 ----- 

Marriage rates by age of bride and groom: United States, marriage- 
registration area, each region, division, and State, 1970 ------------------- 

Marriage rates by age of bride and groom with percent change: United States 
a&each region, 1960 and 1970 ------------------------------------------ 

Marriages by month: United States, marriage-registration area, each region, 
division, and State, 1970 ------------------------------------------------ 

Percent distribution of marriages by month marriage performed: United States 
and ea& region, 1960 ad 1970 --__---_---------_------------------------ 

Percent distribution of marriages by month marriage performed and resident 
status of bride and groom in State where married: United States, marriage- 
re@skation area, ad each region, 1970 -------------------- ------- ------ 

Median age of bride and groom by specified age of spouse, all marriages, mar- 
riages of both residents and of both nonresidents of State where married: 
United States, marriage-registration area, and each region, 1970 ----------- 

Median and mean age of bride and groom, by specified age of spouse: United 
States, 1960 and 1970 ---_-_-_---_-_-____------------------------------- 

Median and first and third quartiles of age at &a.rriage for brides and grooms: 
United States, each region, division, and State, 1970 ---------------------- 

Median age of bride and groom by resident status in State where married: 
United States, each region, division, and State, 1970 ---------------------- 
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1-16. Number and percent distribution of marriages, by age of bride and groom: 
United States, 1960 and 1970 ______________-_____------------- - _______--- 1-18 

l-17. Number and percent distribution of marriages, by age of bride and groom: 
Each region, 1960 and 1970 __________-_______--------------------------- 1-19 

l-18. Percent distribution of marriages by resident status of bride and groom in State 
where married: United States, marriage-registration area, each region, and 
State, 1970 -- ____________________-------------------------------------- l-20 

1-19. Percent distribution of marriages by day of week marriage performed: United 
States and each region, and 1960 and 19’70 -------------------------------- 1-21 

l-20. Marriage rates by previous marital status and age: Marriage-registration area, 
1970 ---_________________---------------------------------------------- l-22 

1-21. Median and first and third quartiles of age at marriage for brides and grooms, 
by previous marital status of each partner: Marriage-registration area, 1970 l-22 

l-22. Median and mean age of bride and groom, by specified age of spouse at first 
marriage of both: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ----------------------- 1-23 

l-23. Percent distribution of marriages by previous marital status of bride and 
groom: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1970 -------- 1-23 

1-24. Percent distribution of marriages by marriage order of bride and groom, by 
race: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1970 ---------- 1-24 

l-25. .Percent distribution of marriages by month marriage performed, by marriage 
order and race of bride and groom: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ------- 1-25 

1-26. Percent distribution of all marriages, first marriages, and remarriages of 
bride and groom, by age at marriage, and median age: Total of 22 selected 
States, 1961-70 ____________________------------------------------------ l-26 

l-27, Marriages by age of bride and groom: United States, marriage-registration 
area, each region, division, and State, 1970 ------------------------------ 1-27 

l-28. Marriages by age of bride, by age of groom: United States, marriage- 
registratioln area and each region, 1970 ___-_----- - _-_----- ---------------- l-30 

l-29. Marriage by age of bride and groom, by resident status of bride by resident 
status of groom in State where married: United States and each region, 1970 l-34 

l-30. Marriages by age and resident status of bride and groom: United States, each 
region, and St&, 1970 -__________________-___ __________---__----------- l-36 

1-31. Marriages by resident status of bride and groom in State where married: United 
States, marriage-registration area, each region, and State, 1970 ----------- 1-44 

l-32. Marriages by day of week marriage performed and resident status of bride and 
groom in State where married: United States, marriage-registration area, 
each region, and State, 1970 ____________________------------------------ l-45 

l-33. Marriages by marriage order, age, and race of bride and groom: Marriage- 
registration area, 1970 _________________-_--- ____________-_____--------- l-54 

l-34. Remarriages by age, previous marital status, and race of bride and groom: 
Marriage-registration area, 1970 ___--___-_--__--- ----------------------- l-54 
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l-49. 
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1-51. 

1-52. 

l-53. 

Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom: Each marriage- 
registration State, 1970 -__-__-______------------------ - ---------------- 

First marriages of both .bride and groom, by age of bride, by age of groom: 
Marriage-regi&acon area, 1970 --------------- ------- -------- ------ --- 

Remarriages by age of bride and groom, by age of spouse: Marriage- 
registration area, 1970 ------------------------------------------------ 

Marriages by age and previous marital status of bride, by age of groom (all 
grooms and single grooms): Marriage-registration area, 1970 ------------- 

Marriages by age and previous marital status of groom, by age of bride (all 
brides and single brides): Marriage-registration area, 1970 --------------- 

Marriages by age of widowed and divorced brides, by age of widowed and di- 
vorced grooms: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ------------------------ 

Marriages by age of bride and by age of groom, by color: Marriage- 
registration area, 1970 ---- --------- -------- ---- - ----- -------- --------- 

Marriages by previous marital status and race of bride and of groom: 
Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1970 -------------- 

Marriages by previous marital status of bride by race: Marriage-registration 
area, 1970 _-_-___----------_----------------------------------------- 

Marriages by number of this marriage of bride and of groom: Marriage- 
registration area and each registration State, 1970 ----------------------- 

Marriages by marriage order and race of bride and groom, by month marriage 
performed: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ---------------------------- 

Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by month marriage 
performed: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ---------------------------- 

Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by resident status 
of bride and groom in State where married: Marriage-registration area, 1970 

Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by resident status 
in State where married: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ---------------- 

Marriages by previous marital status of bride and groom, by resident status 
in State where married: Marriage-registration area and each registration 
State, 1970 ----------------------------------------------------------- 

Marriages by marriage order of bride and groom, by nativity status in State 
where married: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1970 

Marriages by marriage order and nativity and resident status of bride and 
groom in State where married: Marriage-registration area, 1970 ---------- 

Marriages by nativity and resident status of bride and groom in State where 
married: Each marriage-registration State, 1970 ------------------------- 

Marriages: United States, each State and county, 1970 ---------------------- 
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Sampling Variability of the Marriage Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from probability samples of 
marriage records, smaU frequencies have high sampling variability, which Emits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table 4-6 in the Technical 
Appendix. It is suggested that any number smaller than those shown be inter- 
preted simply as “small” rather than as any more precise value. The true number 
would very probably be within 60 percent of the figure shown below. Figures for 
States shown as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and thus data are 
not subject to sampImg variability. 

Marriage-registration area.. ........... 

Alabama.. ..................................... 
Alaska .......................................... 
California ..................................... 
Connecticut ................................. 
Delaware ...................................... 
District of Columbia.. .................. 
Florida ......................................... 
Georgia ........................................ 
Hawaii .......................................... 
Idaho.. .......................................... 
IlIinois .......................................... 
Indiana ........................................ 
Iowa.. ........................................... 
KZiIlSaS .......................................... 
Kentucky ..................................... 
Louisiana (includmg 

New Orleans) ........................... 
Maine ........................................... 
Maryland ...................................... 
Massachusetts ............................... 

150 

100 
0 

225 
50 

0 
15 

100 
225 

15 
50 

225 
100 
50 
50 

100 

50 
15 

100 
100 

Michigan ..................................... 225 
Mississippi ................................... 50 
Missouri ...................................... 100 
Montana.. .................................... 15 
Nebraska ..................................... , 50 
New Hampshire ........................... 15 
New Jersey.. ................................ 100 
New York (including 

New York City). ..................... 225 
North Carolina ........................... 100 
Ohio ............................................ 225 
Oregon ........................................ 50 
Pennsylvania ............................... 225 
Rhode Island .............................. 15 
South Dakota. ............................. 15 
Tennessee ................................... 100 
utah ........................................... 15 
Vermont.. .................................... 0 
Viginia ....................................... 100 
West Virginia .............................. 50 
Wisconsin ................................... 100 
Wyoming.. ................................... 0 

l-5 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-l. Number of Marriages and Marriage Rates With Percent Changes From Preceding Year: 
United States, 1920-70, and Marriage-Registration Area, 1957-70 

Table I-3. Marriage Rates Per 1,000 Unmarried Women 
15 Years of Age and Over and 15-44 Years of Age: 
United States, 1940-70 

Table 1-2. Marriage Rates Per 1,000 Men And Women 
15 Years of Age and Over: United States, 1940-70 



1-8 SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES 

Table l-4. Number of Marriages and Marriage Rates, by Month, With and Without Seasonal Adjustments: 
United States, 1961-70 

d mcmth. The number and rates of marri; 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-5. Marriages and Marriage Rates: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 1966-70 

1-9 

1963 I.!367 1970 

10.8 

3.96’3 

lo.6 

196, 



l-10 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-6. Marriages and Marriage Rates by Place of Residence of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, 
Division, and State, and Outside United States, 1970 

[Based on si w 
-r 

Area Of resideoce 

WmalTi~S cccurrins in the “sited 
stBtes------------------------------------ 

i+qq 

Area Of residence . . 1,1e.?,P56 . w * 2,086.273 * west North Centra.l--Cm.: 
3&.tp, ~~~~-------------------------------. 
Smy$h D*.~~a-------------------------------~ 
*Yebra~ira-----------------------------------~ 

I 11 xnns& ________________ - _.______________..__. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-11 

Table l-7. Marriage Rates by Age of Bride and Groom: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, 

x.5 

I: .r? 
11:.1 
I.,?. .: 

:7..: 

9.0 

3.E 
7.2 
4.8 
3.5 



1-12 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-7. Marriage Rates by Age of Bride and Groom: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, 
Division, and State, 1970-Con. 

rmed 0n 8a.de w. *tes are mar*e~ peg I ,000 U-rkd p0pulati0i2 residing ia ivea for ~pe~ifled pr0ufl 

Area 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES I-13 

Table 1-8. Marriage Rates by Age of Bride and Groom With Percent Change: United States and Each Region, 
1960 and 1970 

7o.c 
z65.i 
240.1 
la.1 
u,.; 
40.1 
3.7 

Il.1 111.4 140.4 
3.2 ml.1 95.4 

15.8 53.0 42.4 
-54.1 12.7 15.7 

-.q %ss.*! 95.J 



I-14 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-9. Marriages by Month: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, Division, and State, 1970 

llev Enghd.: 
Ibarne---------------------------------------- 

HavaTi------------------------------------~-- 

hta bynm* Include estimates. 
*Data by meaul 8y-8 estimated. 
=mTing. licenses issued. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-15 

Table l-10. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Month Marriage Performed: United States and Each Region, 

Arm. an36 zeeu 

mitcd str.txc: 
1sx1’---------------------------------- 
]9~----------------------------- 

19Eo------------------------------ 

IlOrtb cmw: 
~,O------------------------------- 
19~,------------------------------ 

sartb: 
19,~--------------------------------- 
19dD----------------------------------- 

‘XC&Z 
L9,1)“-------------------------------- 
lqFn____--__------------------------ 

Table l-11. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Month Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and 
Groom in State Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, and Each Region, 1970 

7.‘ 
7.7 

7.5 

7.6 
7.4 

7.8 

1.9 
7.5 

7.5 

7.4 
7.5 

7.4 

7.a 
7.7 

7.7 

7.9 



1-16 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-12. Median Age #of Bride and Groom by Specified Age of Spouse, All Marriages, Marriages of Both 
Residents and of Both Nonresidents of State Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, 
and Each Region, 1970 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-14. Median and First and Third Quartiles of Age 
at Marriage for Brides and Grooms: United States, 
Each Region, Division, and State, 1970 

Unitea s&m’------- 

Bq,Lw: 
-best------------ 
north centiq.l-- ----__--- 

sou.. 
We&----------- 

“ortha&zt.: 
I,cu &@n.3 -_____--- --- 
“iadh Atlzntio-------- 

north ce*r31- 
Eae mrth central------- 
we-t mrth cedmL------ 

south: 

Table 1-15. Median Age of Bride and Groom by Resident 
Status in State Where Married: United States, 

Each Region, Division, and State, 1970 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGSS 

Table 1-16. Number and Percent Distribution of Marriages, by Age of Bride and Groom: United States, 

1960 and 1970 
[Based 0” sax EY r 

Bride Gram 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-19 

Table 1-17. Number and Percent Distribution of Marriages, by Age of Bride and Groom: Each Region, 



l-20 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-18. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 

United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970 
ies, see 
- 

All 

ilo1 
- 

T 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-21 

Table l-19. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed: United States and Each Region, 

“ted 
=r 

6.7 
7.3 

4.4 
4.8 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

4.” 
74.4 

105.7 
161.0 

.x.3 
15.F 

23.6 
27.8 

Table 1-21. Median and First and Third Quartiles of 
Ageat Marriage for Brides and Grooms, by Previous 
Marital Status of Each Partner: Marriage-Registration 
Area, 1970 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-23 

Table l-22. Median and Mean Age of Bride and Groom, by Specified Age of Spouse at First Marriage of Both: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

Table l-23. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 
Area and Each Registration State, 1970 



l-2 4 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-24. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Race: Marriage-Registra- 
tion Area and Each Registration State, 1970 

ample data; *or frapencies, see table I-62. compute* 011 toti exe w f&m-m for marriage order not staa ludi 
T= 

other races t 

-- 
lsgSS 

I 

16.4 
= 

l 

28.1 

u.0 
x 

2.1 

8.3 
* 

Is.6 

56.4 

f 

l 

Il.1 

27.8 
I 

10.5 

la.8 
f 

6.3 
___ 

In.8 
* 

32.0 

2z.r 

25.0 

15.8 
___ 

lo.5 
___ 

* 

x5.5 

3L.2 
l 

Il.6 

* 

25.0 

7.1 

hi.0 

l- mite mgm 

* 
c 

I 

* l 

78.6 2L.4 
_-- _-- 

85.0 15.0 
* * 

91.5 8.5 
x * 

x * 

85.2 14.8 

64.3 35.7 

: : 

72.7 PT.3 
81.8 le.2 

l * 

Lca.0 - 
-_- _-- 

80.0 20.0 
x * 



SECTION I- MARRIAGES I-25 

Table l-25. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Month Marriage Performed, by Marriage Order and Race of 
Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

All -iaec~------------------- 

wbltf---- 

Nrrt mp.ri4aEE* __--- - _-_---___ - ----- -- 
wbitc------ 
“~pD.----- 
Other mm-- 

Bororriaees---------------.----------- 
mi*c--- ___- 
II------ 
other ?s.cec--- 

wbitc------- 
&----- 
other r3ces-- 

First marriagE=------------------- 
!4ut!e------ 
@p---- 
mher race*--- 
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Table 1.26. Percent Distribution of All Marriages, Fist Marriages, and Remarriages of Bride and Groom, by Age at 
Marriage, and Median Age: Total of 22 Selected States, 1961-70 

LBasea on saIr& data. Selected states are Alabama, *k&a, canoeetlcd, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, r.ddo, kwa, Kansas, Mains?, Maryland, Miekigar., iumtana, New 
Bar&,ire, New York? Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, “tab, Vermont, Virgin& snd VJyomiag. Medians compute, on data by single years of age for 1970 andon gr~,,ped 
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Table l-27. Marriages by Age of Bride and Groom United States. Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, 
Division, and State, 1970 

[Bued on sample data] 

Mcm-iw-re$~tr3tl=,n cu.s------ 

R.&on;: 
“orth~3;t------------------- 
“&h cEntril------------------- 
Safe----------------------- 
.~~~t3-------------------------- 
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Table I-27. Marriages by Age of Bride and Groom: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, 
Division, and State, 1970~Con 

WciFle: 
WBshLogtcn ______ - -___ - ______ --. 
Oreo----------------------- 
c-~a------------------. 
-lra---------------------------. 
-i------------------------- 
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Table l-28. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: 

70 
2 

I 4,135 
ii 

30,266 

70 North centrsil---------------------------------------- 
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Unifed States, Marriage-Registration Area and Each Region, 1970 
BanIDLe dual 

i 

l-31 

PY 
years 

56-38 
yeam 

50.51 

jrlrr 

31,172 45,796 
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Table l-28. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: 
[Baaed on 

I 

29 2L ~~.---------------------------------------------- 

XI 22 -=-------------------------------------------- 

31 25 ye~i;---------------------------------------------- 

32 24 -=---------------------------------------------- 
33 25 ye*a------------------------------------------- 

t* 26 years--------------------------------------- 

35 21 yeLvs--------------------------------------------- 

36 28 y-s--.--------------------------------------------- 

37 29 yearc-------------------------------------. 
58 m-34 fears-------------------------------------- 

59 55-59 paps--.-.-------------------------------------- 

40 40-M pars------------------------------------------ 

41 4+&s ye------------------------------------------- 

&Z 5n+%4 years------------------------------------------ 

43 55-59 yeas---------------------------------------.-. 

44 a)-64 ~-_-----------------------------.-------- 
45 65 aod - ---------------------------------- 

4s lot stated---------------------------------------- 
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United States, Marriage-Registration Area and Each Region, 197GCon. 
siwme dataI 

1-33 

2”l 
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Table l-29. Marriage by Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status of Bride by Resident Status of Groom in 
State Where Married: United States and Each Region, 1970 
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Table l-29. Marriage by Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status of Bride by Resident Status of Groom in 
State Where Married: United States and Each Region, I970-Con. 



1-36 SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES 

Table l-30.Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State. 

-I -I -I - 

55-64 yesE*-----------------------------------------~ 
55 Fax.6 ana oMT--------------------------------------~ 
No+ stated---------------------------------------------. 
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Table I-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State, 

under la spozs----------------------------------- 
l&19 bird------------------------------------- 
20-a yf~%------------------------------------. 
25-2, ye~5-------------------------------------- 
30-36 ~~~-------------------------------------. 
3544 ~~j-----------...._---------------------------. 
45-S ycse:.-.----------.-_--------------------- 
55-a ~*‘5-------------------------------- 
65 ye-. mnd we---------------------------------- 
Ilot StSLEd--------------------------.--- 

Rho&z Tcl3n~------------------------------. 

“Cdcr IS )~~~----.--------------------------------. 
l&ICI ?E~~----------------------------------------. 
ED+* 3-E~---------------------------------------~ 
2510 jTv:----------------___________________ 
304% ~Icv:---------------------------------. 
a44 l~.v;------------------------------------~ 
45-51 BEAM.---.--------------------------------. 
55-M ~cvj-------.-------_-----------------~ 
d5 >Tx-E .ld ~.~=----------------------------------. 
mt 0~~~------------------------------ 



.:- 

1.38 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State, 
1970-&n. 
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Table l-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bnde and Groom: United States. Each Region, and State, 



l-40 SECTION 1 . MAFWAGES 

Table l-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State, 
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Table l-30.Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State, 
1970-Con. 

-__ 
-__ 
-__ 
-__ 
-__ 
-__ 
-__ 

59,cm 
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Table l-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bride and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State, 

l&l& 18 yeBvh-----------....----------.----------------~ 

18-19 ~~1--------------------------------------------- 

___ 
___ 
___ _-_ 
___ 
___ 
___ 
___ 

___ 
___ ___ 

--_ 
--- 
___ 
___ 
___ 

u,422 

la,508 

___ 
__- 
___ 
___ 

-__ 

___ 
___ 
__- 
__- 
___ 
__- 
___ 
___ 

55-64 yeQT~----------..--------...---------------------- 
65 years end --.....-----------.---------------------- 
IlDt stBted------------.....--------.----.-------------- 

___ 
___ 
___ 

___ 

__- 
_-- 
__- 
__- 
_-. 
___ 

--- 
___ 

--- 
--- 
___ 
--- 
--- 

18,508 

___ 
___ 
___ 
___ 
___ 
___ 
___ ___ 
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Table l-30. Marriages by Age and Resident Status of Bnde and Groom: United States, Each Region, and State. 

T II 
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Table 1-31. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: United States, Marriage- 

“*.&& Staterl--------------- 

west N&h centnrl: 
Minnesotar.-----.---------------- 

Mr=aouri--------.-..---.---------- 

North D*ta----------~----------- 

sahh D*ta--------------------- 

Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970 
[Based 01 sample dab] 

Euidc rcsrdelrt or- 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 

Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970 

- 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-Con. 

*ll 
-inAps 

- 
lr 

Thurd@.v Saturday 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 

Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-Con. 

All 
merrispes TF 

f 
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Table I-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-Con. 

Tuesday Ridoy 
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Table 1:32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-&n. 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Regisn, and State, 197C-Con. 

All 
marriages 

- 
-lr 

Sunday 5 wednesday Not std.33 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United Sta’ss, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-&n. 

Relist------------------------------------ 
Honre61dent---...----------..--------------- 
Resident status not stated------------------ 

REaidem----------------------------------~ 
Bo-sident---...----------.--------------~ 
ResIdeIt *tati not *tated-----------------. 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-Con. 

Resident-----------------.-.---------------- 
~-sident-------------......------------ 
Resident status not ~~tatcd------------.----- 

Irmreside”t.-.----------.-------------------- 
Resident shatus .I& StBte*------------------ 

15 

12 
3 

69, 

Z8 
4551 

wednesaay 

M 

290 
164 

250 

w 
51 
2 

hide+. 
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Table l-32. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State 
Where Married: United States, Marriage-Registration-Area, Each Region, and State, 1970-con. 

Rcj‘~~?lit------------------------------~ 
il-rldent---------------------------. 
RE:Mcnt zt3tuc mt CtZM-------------- 

mmm; 

;:,~;t3:“t--------------------------- 
RQ:i,pn$ :tlt.x n,t ;%.&:a -I----------_ -- 



1-5 4 SECTION 1 

Table l-33. Mqiages by Marriage Order, Age, and 
Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 

Area, 1970 
l&wad on sampie data. Fires by race exclude dab *or California, Michigan, New 

York, Ohio, parts Of mi”Oiis, and *or marriages performed after Ally 1, 1970, 
for Ya.ryland. 
tion 41 

These data are included ia race not stated; see tam 4-9, see- 

= 

MARRIAGES 

Table l-34. Remarriages by Age, Fkevious Marital Status, 
and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 
Area, 1970 

- 
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Table 1-35. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration State, 1970 



l-56 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-35 Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration State, 1970-&n. 

25-29 ~~=----------------------~ 

Jo-34 yeBy=-----------------------~ 

55-4, ~-------------------------- 
,544 EM----..-.------‘.-------- 
55-6, yeM------.-.-.-----------~ 
65 yavl aa OYlr-----------------v 

- 20 ~err~--------------------~ 

m-2, yEars---------------------~ 

25-29 yaus-----------------------~ 

30-x YC~~-----------------------. 

364, ~~~-----------------------. 

65 years Imd mrm----------------m 

BlAPmAGE mm HOT *mm 
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Table l-35. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration State. 197a-Con. 

._ 

1 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

._ 

.__ 
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Table l-36. First Marriages of Both Bride and Groom, by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Marriage-Registration 

Area, 1970 
[Based OR sample data] 

Table l-37. Remarriages by Age of Bride and Groom, by Age of Spouse: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 



Y 

SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Age and Previous Marital Status of Bride, by Age of Groom (All Grooms and Single 

Grooms) : Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 
Eased on sample data. Figures *or wined alId divoroed ex&& data. for the District Of Columbia, Miehigarl and Ohio; these data 

states 
are included in previous marital swxs mot 

hFofn== 
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Table l-39. Marriages by Age and Previous Marital Status of Groom, by Age of Bride (All Brides and Single 
Brides): Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

used cm sample data. Fiwmb far WidOvled and divorced eXcl”de data for the District of~Col”mbia, Mibhigm and Ohio; these data are Inch&d in previous marital status “at - 
I 

r 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-40. Marriages by Age of Widowed and Divorced Brides, by Age of Widowed and Divorced Grooms: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

hssea on ample data. Figures exclude data for tie District of Cohmbia, b?i*igul and ObiGj 

I 

Table l-41. Marriages by Age of Bride and by Age of Groom, by Color: Marriage-Regishation Area, 1970 
[Baaed .,n sample data. Figures exc,ud? tit? for CNornia, Miehlgul, New York, Ohio. parts of Illinois, md for rmrriages performed titer July 1, IWO, iO1 bkYh.@ 8~2 
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Table I-42. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 

Each Registration State, 1970 

JuBska-------....---------------- 

Whitte.-..----- 

c~-rag-....----------------- 
Nhlte-..---.--- 
Ikgc------- 
Other races------ 
Race not *ated?-- 
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Tablq I-42. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 

I 
Each Registration State, 1970-Can. - 

[Based Cm sample slat&] 

,;en~~~--------------------- 
wh%ti-------- 
Ire&+ ____ -- ---- 
other races----- 
Ram not stztca-- 

, 
, 
, 

I 
/ 

1 
, 
, 

a 

> 

: 

> 

; 

, 
, 
, 

, 

I 

) 
I 
I 

L 

1 
, 
, 
, 
, 

) 

; 

: 

: 

ohi.‘,C---------------------- 
ml*--------- 
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Table l-42. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 

r 
Each Registration State, 1970~Con. 

[Based M sample d& 

Revious lnarital status Of bH.dQ prevlavs marit* status aI- wL?Jx 

TT I Revlou* married r 
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Table l-44. Marriages by Number of This Marriage of Bride and of Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 

- 

Each Registration State, 1970 
[Based on sample d&z, 
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Table l-45. Marriages by Marriage Order and Race of Bride and Groom, by Month Marriage Performed: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

mv. 
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Table l-46. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Month Marriage Performed: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-69 

Table l-47. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status of Bride and 

Groom in State Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 
bed on sample dati, 

Rcsidcnt bridr: c-sid.znt bride Reaide~* st.*s not SeAed 
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Table l-47. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status of Bride and 
Groom in State Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970-Con. 
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Table l-48. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where 
Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 
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Table 1-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970 

- 
lb T - 

RI 

ad 

- 

Diymced------------------------ 
wmowed m tivorce.9 not. statea-- 

First msllisge or mmarrisse 
& *tated-------------------.... 

Pivoreed----------------------.. 
wi&wea or di*Eed not .tate*-- 

Pirat marrbge m remarriage 
n& Jt~~ted----------------------. 
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Table l-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

lZCDXKb 

Bride------------------- 

F-t nvTiqej----------- 

R-i~=5---------------------- 

si-E-------------.-..-..--- 
Divmecd----------------------- 
Widm.Cd or divorced not ststed- 

plrrt narrQp3 or r.aTarr@ 
mt stntcd--------------------- 

&St mylw- _______ -- ____ - 
wuriaces---------------~ 
~i~~-----------------~ 
D~uolFed-------------------. 
Vidarcd or di*rced nut StSted. 

irEt larriqe or -Tee 
“a stat&------ _-_-- -. 
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Table I-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, I970-Con. 1 R i 0 

I 
; ; , : 

All 
uriages 

DiWIEed----------------------- 
Nidoued or dlvoced not stated. 

sir* marriage or rwarriaee 

~~vmc~~~------~-----~-~~~~~~. 
liidowed or divmced not Stated. 

First -isge or -iage 
not ststed--------------------. 
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Table l-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

imt marriagei;~~~~--.------~~~~ 
aLarriages......---------------~ 
xidove*.-......------------~~~~ 
~“~c~*----------------------- 
Xidmred m d.i.,v.ced not stated- 
Lx% m.rrleae or remrri%c 

Diwrced----------------------. 
Yidared or dirorcel not *atea. 

irst -iQge or .warrieae 
“& stPte~.---------------------. 

vid-d--------------......---. 
Di”-ed------------.....-.------ 
widuae.3 or diYmced not atate.3. 

b-at -iage or r-iage 
n& atatEd----.----..-...-.----- 

-W 

irat loarri~*----------------~ 
-illge~--------------------~ 
Widond------------------------ 

D~-ced---------------------- 
Yldrved m divmeed not atAt.e*- 

Firat marriage or L-emrur~ 
not *tdted---------------------- 

m YcmK 
Bride------------------------ 

lbPt -1~~~------------------ 
R~sBB8---------------------- 

D~-Es*---------------------- 
Yldmd or divorced ant *aed- 

Firat maTilge m raaarriage 

wst Nur~ages~~.~.-.~.-----.-~~ 
Penarriages--.----..---.--------- 

w-a------------------------ 
Diwrce~----------------------- 
Widower m divbrced not strtea- 

First -iage or r-iw 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

1,235 

745 

i% 
5.%5 

5 

20 

TJ 

5 

5 
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Table l-49. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Regiskation Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

[3aBased on Sample data] 

Fezldcnt st.SLus in std,? rrhec msl-rica B?siacnt stax in Wats? Where mariea 
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Table I-50. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Regiskation State, 1970 

‘*St -iBges _______ - ________ 
l~-lBge*------------------- 
larrlage order not seated------- 

‘&St loarriaees----------------- 
:~Bec~-------------------- 
,mringe or&r nd statea------- 

amum 

: 
h’ 

i I 
i E 
: N 
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Table l-50. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

-.-- 

Firsti ,mm.i~cs---------------- 
R~ioCcs------------------~ 
Mami;lcc cQd2r not St&d------. 

YrnsAs 

BrTd~-----------------~ 

Fj.&$ -iye*---------. 
&emsrrlaces------------------ 
IaTI%C ceer @cat stated------. 

First m-xnges ____ --___--_ 
R~sEe6----------------- 
Mmna,p order not stated------ 

-m 

Bride------------------ 

pLrst m-ws---------- 
Rem-Loee;---------------- 
Elvriqe order not ststea------ 

w;t m~~wr----- _____ 
RCm-lBF,eC--------------I---- 
Msrriqy older not st;rteil------- 

F&& ~~qes--------- 
BWYTliBge=------------------ 
N-e ord.ez not strated----- 

150 l4ESOEW 

1x, Bride------------------- 

_ Flpm& m.¶l.r11ges------....... 
Remat.f&es--------- ___. 
m.rriqe o*r not stated------ 
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Table l-50. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

ml First n-i~e9------.-......... 
40 &8larrlaces--------------------- 
lc Marrie+Te order nwt dated------- 

2lc SOWlIDAKoTl 
170 4. Bride----------------------- 
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Table l-50. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 197O-Con. 

: 

, 
, 
, 

, 
, 

‘*St muriw; -____ -- ------- 
kmn.i~;------------ 
!klrrirz~ m&r not ctetel------ 

Table l-51. Marriages by Marriage Order and Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where 
Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1970 

Awl- 

Bride--------------------. 

. . . 
224 

GM 

born-----------------------. 
stntc OP birth not stated------- 

2.51 
. . . 

. . . 
98 

6ui 

s5*605 
. . . 

mi rerid@nt cd state SW%.? 
b----------------------. 33,605 

2.317 
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Table l-52. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Each Marriage- 
Registration State, 1970 

[iwed OR sample da!a] 

Resident stntw I” state til.2 nmrried 

,- 
. 

.- .- 

.- 

.- 

.- 

._ 

.- 
. 
.- 

. 

. 

L 

_... 

1,441 

120 
81 

. . . 

. 

B) 

20 
4a 
. . 

. . . 

2 

; 
. . . 

. . 

1 

: 

. . 
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Table l-52. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Each Marriage- 

Registration State, 1970~Con. 
[Based on sample d&j 

Rcsidcnt stmtus in std”? -dhm.? “%THed 
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Table l-52. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Each Marriage- 
Registration State, 1970-Con. - 

1 
- 

T 
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Table l-52. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Siatus of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Each Marriage- 

Registration State, 1970~Con. 

- 
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Table I-52. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Each Marriage- 
Reqistration State, 1970-Con. 

am D-------.-------------- 
.¶t.te .a* llirth Ilot It*tedF--------- 
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Table 1-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970 

-oh-------------------.-----..--------- 

Chiltm--------------------------------.---- 

-_-_ 

II+----------------------------------------- 

6~*tCI1C----------------------------------- 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 

agate----------------------------------- 
~=...-.-.--------------------------------- 
Lee..........----------------------..... 

-II 

Candler------------------------------------- 
cnrroll-------------~----------------------- 
cotaosa------------------------------------- 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
[ma are EcmuU 0‘ m*rrl8se. prfDrme.d .“ppUed by StateB except IB ncd.d] 

hhrrbg.lm - -iaaes - 

1lLin0in--xrL Indians--con. 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970‘-Con. 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
rmh me cmts Of mar-ri8ms oerformed 6UD0~ied bv stds extent as n~teai 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 

II 

-~rm---------------------------.---~---- 
M ~~-------------------------..-.---------- 
“3 ~*-----------------------.--------------- 

vh.ti~----------------------------------- 
U~beu---------------------..--------------. 
Iellmratrnc--------------------------------- 
YelLms*aoE mt.imol Parr-.----------------- 
&lmty not Stated---.------------.---------- 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970~Con. 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State #and County, 1970-Con. 

Ohio--con. 

Plh---------------------------------------- 
-e _____________________________________ 
Reble-------------------------------------- 
AIBa-------------------------------------- 
Biebland------------------------------------ 

Ed------------------------------------ 
8E-------------------------------------- 
Senecb------------------------------------- 
Shelb3-------------------------------------- 

8tar*-------------------------------------. 
8111it-----------------------------------~ 
rrmblll----------------------------------~ 
-(v----------------------------------. 
ulrim-------------------------------------~ 
vsn ye*-....-..-..-.----------------------. 
“intm---.-.--.---.------------.-------~- 
y--------------------------------------. 
uss-m---------------------------------. 
Ir-----...-..--.----------.-------~-~-. 

Ye-.-------.-.------------------------. 
Ye----------------.--------------------. 
wysodat __________________________________ __ 

c~bap...-.....-.--------------------------- 
cam------------------------------------ 
Carter-------------------------------------- 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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B 

f 

II 

TWlD~~.SE~--COlC. 
11, P2~--------------------------------.-- 
423 Dibson--.----------------------------------- 
,2 Giles--------------------------------------- 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, I970-Con. 
[ma are ewnts cd marriages performed suppliedby state.5 except as noted] 

err-------------------------------------- 
y~I~-------------------------------- 
~---- ______ --___- _--__ - -_--__-_-- 

NYeCE:-------------------------------- 
Ochlltree--------------------------- 
oLdham---------------------------------- 

~snec---------------------------------- 
pal0 pinto----.-------..------------- 
-a------------------------------------- 
parhu------------------------------- 
p----------------------------------- 
pecos--------------------------------- 
--------------------------------- 
pan=------------------------------- 
Resldio----------------------------- 
R*;--------------------------------- 

~--------------------------------- 
n=-----------------------------. 
R=~----------------------------------- 
Rca River------------------------------ 
Reeue;------------------------------------ 
~~~----------------.------------------ 
RobfIts--------------------------------- 
EoheTtsDn------------------------------ 
Rm----------------------------------- 
~~------------.----------------- 
Rusk-------.------------------------ 

see motnate at end Of tA3.c. 
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Table l-53. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1970’-Con. 
[Data are Counts Of marriages performed supplied by states except as nateed] 



Sectiotz 2. Divorce5 
Table 

2-1. Estimated number of divorces and annulments and rates, with percent changes 
from preceding year: United States, 1920-70 ----------------------------- 

2-2. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, each region, division, and 
S+&e, lgf+~,-J ----___-_----__-__-------------------------------------- 

2-3. Reported annulments: United States, each region, division, and State, 1965-70 

2-4. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by duration of marriage: Di- 
vorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970 ---------_------- 

2-5. Median ages of divorced husband and wife at time of decree and at time of 
marriage: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970 ------ 

2-6. Median duration of marriage prior to divorce or annulment: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1970 ----------------------- 

2-7. Divorces and annulments by color of husband, by color of wife: Divorce- 
registration area, 1970 -----_-_---------------------------------------- 

2-8. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1970 ----------------------- 

2-9. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments: United 
States, 1953-70 -----------_-_-____------------------------------------ 

2-10. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by number of children re- 
ported: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970 -------- 

2-11. Divorces andannulments byageof husband and wife at time of decree: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1970 ----------------------- 

2-12. Divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at marriage: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1970 ----------------------- 

2-13. Divorces and annulments by race of husband and wife: Divorce-registration 
area and each registration State, 1970 --------- ----- ---- ---- ----- ---- ---- 

2-14. Divorces and annulments by number of this marriage of husband and wife at 
time of decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1970 

2-15. Divorces and annulments by duration of marriage: Divorce-registration area 
and ea& registration State, 1970 __--------- - -__-------_ - _---_--__ - ----- 

2-16. Divorces and annulments by number of children reported: Divorce-registration 
area and each re@stration State, 19’70 -------- ------ --- -_---------_------ 
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2-1’7. Divorces and annulments by duration of marriage and number of children 
reported: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 19’70 ------ 2-14 

2-18. Divorces and annulments by month marriage performed: Divorce-registration 
area & each registration State, 1970 ----_--_____----------------------- 2-16 

2-19. Divorces and annulments: United States, each State and county, 1970 --------- 2-17 
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Sampling Variability of t:he Divorce Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from probability samples of 
divorce records, small frequencies have high sampling variabiity, which limits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table 48 in the Technical 
Appendix. It is suggested that any number smaller than those shown below be 
interpreted simply as “small” rather than as any more precise value. The true 
number would very probabIy be within 60 percent of the figure shown below. 
Figures for States shown as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and 
thus data are not subject to sampling variability. 

Divorce-registration area ............. 80 

Alabama.. ..................................... 100 
Alaska .......................................... 0 
California .................................... 100 
Connecticut ................................. 15 
Georgia ........................................ 50 
Hawaii.. ........................................ 0 
Idaho ........................................... 15 
Illinois.. ........................................ 100 
Iowa ............................................ 15 
Kansas.. ........................................ 15 
Kentucky ..................................... 50 
Maryland ..................................... 50 
Michigan ..................................... 100 

Missouri ..................................... 50 
Montana ..................................... 0 
Nebraska.. ................................... 15 
New York.. ................................. 100 
Ohio ........................................... 100 
Oregon ....................................... 50 
Pennsylvania ............................... 100 
Rhode Island .............................. 0 
South Dakota ............................. 0 
Tennessee ................................... 50 
utah ........................................... 15 
Vermont ..................................... 0 
Virginia.. ..................................... 50 
Wisconsin .................................... 15 
Wyoming .................................... 0 
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Table 2-1. Estimated Number of Divorces and Annulments and Rates, With Percent Changes From Preceding Year: 

l!y&---------- 

?xQ--.---.-.--------- 

ISB---------------. 

L96,------------------- 

1968---- _._- --_- ____. 

1965------.-----------. 

1961----------------.------. 

I 
+lO.8 

+9.4 
rll.1 

+1.8 
M.2 

+6.4 
+5.1 
i3.6 
-0.z 
+5.3 

a.5 
+1.3 
-3.6 
-0.3 
tl.3 

4.5 
-2.8 
4.5 
r2.9 
-1.1 

United States, 1920-10 
- 

r21.5 
1ll.4 
ill.8 

t9.6 
ill.0 

+5.i: 
+2.9 
-2.0 
e.5 
*ad 

tc.9 
r25.6 

ia.6 
-12.6 

4.1 

-4.8 
r2.8 
Q.0 
+6.J 
+5.5 

tZ.6 
t3.5 

ili1.9 
-6.7 
-6.4 

--- 
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Tab16 2-2. Divorces and Annulments and Rates: United States, l&h Region, Division, and State, lg&~O 
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Table 2-3. Reported Annulments: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 1965-70 

maber Pcrccnt Of t*ll divorcls and awlulments 

B3.d “m-th CentraL: 
obi~------------------------------- 

RcUiC: 
w3;hmcren--------------------------- 
oreoon---------------------------------- 
c~p~~*-------------------------- 
. . 
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Table 2-4. Percent Distribution of Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage: Divorce-Registration Area 
and Each Registration State, 1970 

bsea on sample data; for freq”encifs, see tam s-19 

T 

t 

Illa------------------------------------. 
c*ifomia---------------------------------- 
C-~CtlCllt-------------------------------- 

Table 2-5. Median Ages of Divorced Husband and Wife 
at Time of Decree and at Time of Marriage: Divorce- 
Reuistration Area and Each Reoistration State. 1970 

Table 2-6. Median Duration of Marriage Prior to Dt- 
vorce or Annulmenti Divorce-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 1970 

[Based on sam,,le data; far frqmemie~, 818 Llble 2-15. Med,ans comprted on data 
by sill@ years] 

Dimrce-re.istraticm -e--------------------------------____---- 6.7 

*la---------------------------. 
calif~b---------------------- 
Ccamectieut---------------------- 
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Table 2-7. Divorces and Annulments by Color of Hus- Table 2-9. Estimated Number of Children Involved in 
band, by Color of Wife: Divorce-Registration Area, 1970 Divorces and Annulments: United States, 1953-70 

@Based on sample data. Michigan and Ohio did not require reporting of c010lj [For 1960-70, estimated from freque,,cies be.3 on sample; for earlier yeam es% 

znated from total counts. For estimating ~mcedure see Techdc& Amanti 

Table 2-8. Estimated Number of Children Involved in 
Divorces and Annulments: Divorce-Registration Area 
and Each Registration State, 1970 
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Table 2-11. Divorces and Annulments by Age of Husband and Wife at Time of Decree: Divorce-Registration 

Area and Each Registiation State, 1970 
[Baaed an sample data] 
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Table Z-12. Divorces and Annulments by Age. of Husband and Wife at Marriage: Divorce-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 1970 

g3as.d on hlmple daq 
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Table i-13. Divorces and Annulments by Race of Husband and Wife: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 
Registration State, 1970 

[Based an sample data] 

T 
Pace 

not 

Stated other 
races 

Table Z-14. Divorces and. Annulments by Number of This Marriage of Husband and Wife at Time of Decree: 
Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1970 

T- 
- 
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Table 2-15. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Regisiration 
State, 1970 

[Based on sample dabI1 
I II 

Table 2-16. Divorces and Annulments by Number of Children Reported: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 
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Table 2-17. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of Children Reported: Divorce-Regis - 

tration Area and Each Registration State, 19?0 
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Table 2-17. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of Children Reported: Divorce-Regis - 
traiion Area and Each Registration State, 1970-Con. 

489 

1:: 
82 

3z.a 235 m 
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Table 2-18. Divorces and Annulments by Month Marriage Performed: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 
Registration State, 1970 



SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 

Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970 

2-17 

Acerb----------------------------------- 
fin------------------------------------ 
Barbour---------------------------------- 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
[Data ar.? cmmts cd decrees grantedsnppaed by states except as noted] 

. 
D 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table 2-19. Divorcee and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
[Data are c‘nmt6 of decrees granted supplied by States except 2s noted] 

II 

Mi~siasi~i--cm% 

26 -oln----------------------------------... 
15 or------------------------------.------ 

5 bran-----------------------------.------ 
8 1) Marion _______________________ ---- _________._ ) 

33 ~s~~---~~------.~---~~~~~~~~~~~---.-.-~ 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 

AX+=8 

MUd--CW.. 

Line------------------------------- 
done--.----------.---------------- 
eon----------------------------- 
Heaehrr-------------..-----------------. 
Hinerm---------------.-----------.. 
~Sm------.--------------------------- 
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~~--------------------------------------- 
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-*s------.-------------------------. 
~=~------------.-------------------- 
Fmdcr R~vcr------.--------------------- 
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phiric----------------------------------- 
RBMuI--------.----..-------------------- 
Ric*ond------------.-------------------~ 
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see f@atnotE at end Of bab7.e. 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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II ,y :2.?- 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
rData are EoYnts d decrees waoted bunDlied bv states exeept aa dd] 

1 
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15 Di-B-------------------------------- 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1970-Con. 
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3-7. First marriages of both bride and groom, by age of bride, by age of groom: 
Puerto Rim ad Virgin Islands, 1970 ------------ - ----- --- ----- --------- 

3-8. Marriages by previous marital status of bride and groom: Puerto Rico and 
Virgin Islands, 1970 -------------_-_---------------------------------- 

3-9. Marriages by number of this marriage of bride and groom: Puerto Rico and 
Vlr@nIsl~ds, 1970 -----------------_-------------------------------- 

3-10. Divorces and annulments by specified characteristics: Virgin Islands, 1970 -- 

3-11. Divorces and annulments by specified characteristics of husband and wife: 
Virgin&la&s, 1970 ------___----__----------------------------------- 

3-12. Divorces and annulments by duration of marriage and number of children under 
18 years of age: Virgin Islands, 1970 ----------------------------------- 

3-3 

3-3 

3-4 

3-4 

3-4 

3-5 

3-5 

3-6 

3-6 

3-7 

3-7 

3-7 

3-l 



NOTES 

Reporting areas 

Marriage data are. shown for both Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
Divorce totals are shown for both Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands and 
detailed divorce statistics for the Virgin Islands only. 

Geographic classification 

Data are shown by place of occurrence. Totals are shown for the local 
areas St. Croix Island and St. Johns and St. Thomas Islands (the latter two 
combined) in the Viiin Islands and for the primary geographic subdivisions, 
“municipios,” in Puerto Rico. Courts empowered to grant divorces are 
located only in a few municipios in Puerto Rico; residents of other 
municipios obtain divorces in these courts. 

Race and color 

For 1970, brides and grooms are not shown by color for either Puerto 
Rico or the Virgin Islands. Husbands and wives divorced in 1970 are classi- 
fied as white or all other for the Virgin Islands. 

Section 4-the Technical Appendix-includes 
information about the sample specifications, 
sampling errors, and completeness of reporting 
for these statistics from Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. 
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SECTION 3 - PUERTO RICO AND VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Table 3-I. Marriages, Divorces and Annulments, and Rates: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1940-70 

3-3 

t l- Puerto RiCZ 

Rite kmt.x 

3.6 
3.4 
3.4 
5.0 
2.9 

lo.0 
6.B 
5.3 
4.6 
3.3 

Table 3-2. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and County. Equivalents, 1970 
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Table 3-3. Marriages by Month Marriage Performed: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1970 
Data are s.ppi?a by reporting areas] 

Table 3-4. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1970 
[Dab3 for Putyrto Rica based on a Sam& 

bea Tot* srmdsy M tisasy wedtleday -dw m.-Y se.. 

Table 3-5. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in Area Where Married: Puerto Rico and 
Virgin Islands, 1970 
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Table 3-6. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1970 

Table 3-7. First Marriages of Both Bride and Groom, by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Puerto Rico and 
Virgin Islands, 1970 

m-24 ~~------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Table 3-B. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1970 
[Data for Pverto RlC.3 based on 0. SamPlel 
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Table 3-10. Divorces and Annulments by Specified 
Characteristics: Virgin Islands, 1970 

Table 3-1LDivorces and Annulments by Specified Char- 
acteristics of Husband and Wife: Virgin Islands, 1970 

Table 3-12. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of Children Under 18 Years of Age: 
Virgin Islands, 1970 
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SECTION 4. TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Marriage and divorce statistics currentIy are based 
on information from two sources: (1) Complete 
counts of events obtained from all States and (2) sam- 
ples of marriage and divorce certificates from States 
meeting certain reporting criteria. 

State and local officials annually provide com- 
plete counts of marriages and divorces by county of 
occurrence and marriages by month of occurrence. 
From these counts, marriage and divorce totals are 
derived and rates computed for publication for each 
State, geographic division, region, and the United 
States. For marriages a total is also derived for the 
marriage-registration area (MRA). 

S ample records are selected from microfilm 
copies of the original certificates received from the 
registration offices of States and areas comprising the 
marriage-registration area and the divorce-registration 
area (DRA). In 1970 sample marriage records were 
also obtained for eight States not in the MRA. The 
statistical information on these records, including 
data on the characteristics. of marriages and divorces 
and the persons invohed in them, is edited, classified, 
transferred to tape for computer processing, and 
tabulated in the National Center for HeaIth Statistics 
(NCHS). The marriage totals for the United States, 
the MRA, and each State derived from sampIe data 
differ slightly from those obtained from the complete 
count described above. The two pubhshed divorce 
totals for each State in the DRA also vary slightly. 
Only one total for the DRA, based on sample data, is 
published. 

Marriage and divorce statistics for the United 
States and for the registration areas are limited to 
events occurring during the year and registered within 
the specified area. Tabulations for States and other 
areas are by place of occurrence and include events 
occurring to nonresidents. A tabuIation of marriages 
by place of residence of bride and groom has been 
included in this volume (table l-6) since residence 
data were obtained from all but three States for 
events occurring during 1970. Marriages or divorces of 
members of the Armed Forces or other U.S. nationals 
that occur outside the United States are excluded. 
United States refers to the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia. Alaska has been included in the U.S. 
tabulations since 1959 and Hawaii, since 1960. Data 

for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands were processed 
separately from the rest of the MRA and DRA and 
appear in Section 3 of this volume. 

Sources of marriage and divorce data since 1867 
are shown in table 4-1; a description of these sources 
can be found in Section 7, Volume III, Vital Statistics 
of the United States, 1960. 

Registration areas 

Registration areas for the collection of marriage 
and divorce statistics were established in 1957 and 
1958, respectively. Similar in concept to the registra- 
tion areas developed earlier to promote nationa 
natahty and mortality statistics, they included States 
with adequate programs for collecting marriage and 
divorce statistics. Criteria for participation in the 
registration areas are 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

A central file of marriage or divorce records. 

A statistical report form conforming closely in 
content to the Standard Certificate of Marriage 
(fig. 4-l) or Standard Certificate of Absolute 
Divorce or Annulment (fig. 4-2). 

Regular reporting to the State office by a.lI local 
areas in which marriages or divorces are recorded. 

Tests for completeness and accuracy of marriage 
or divorce registration to be carried out in coop- 
eration with NCHS. 

When established, the MRA inchtded 28 States 
and, in addition, all of New York except New York 
City, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. Although not a charter member, Nebraska 
was admitted to the MRA soon after it was estab- 
lished, raising the MRA membership in 1957 to 29 
States and New York except for New York City. The 
DRA included 14 States, Alaska, Hawaii, and the 
Virgin Islands. Table 4-2 shows when States and 
independent areas estabhshed central files and when 
they began participating in the MRA and DRA. 

In 1968 Missouri entered the MRA, raising the 
number of participants to 39 States, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin IsIands (fig. 
43); no States were added in 1969 or 1970. (Two 
independent registration areas, New Orleans and New 
York City, were part of the MRA in 1970. New 

4-3 
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FIGURE 4-1 

Orleans and the rest of the State of Louisiana have 
participated in the MRA since it was established; New 
York State was a charter member, but the city of 
New York did not participate until 1965.) 

The DRA (fig. 44) , unchanged since 1963, added 
four States in 1968 (California, Connecticut, Illinois, 
and Vermont) and two States in 1969 (Kentucky and 
New York), bringing the total to 28 States and the 
Virgin Islands. No States were added in 1970. In the 
statistical tabulations marriage-registration area refers 
only to the 39 States, the two cities with independent 
registration, and the District of Columbia; divorce- 
regktration area refers to the 28 States. 

Marriages in the MRA accounted for 78 percent 
of all marriages in the United States in 1970 and 
divorces in the DRA, for 61 percent of all divorces. 

Special marriage data for 1970 

In 1970 an effort was made to obtain national 
marriage data to use along with the detailed popula- 
tion bases available from the 1970 census. 

Marriage records were sampled for eight States 
not in the MRA: Arkansas, Colorado, Mnmesota, 
Nevada, North Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, and 
Washington. With the addition of these States, mar- 
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FIGURE 4-2 

riage data by age and State of residence for the bride 
and groom are available for the entire United States 
with the exception of three States without central 
files of marriage records-Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Ohlahoma. 

Standard certificates 

The Standard Record of Marriage (fig. 41) and 
the Standard Record of Divorce or Annulment (fig. 
43, issued by the Public Health Service, serve as the 
principal means of attaining uniformity in content of 
documents used to collect information on marriages 

and divorces in the United States. These model 
reporting forms, prepared in close collaboration with 
the Public Health Conference on Records and Statis- 
tics, were first recommended to the States in 1954 
for adoption January 1, 1955, and stood without 
revision through 196 7. 

Revised standard certificates were recommended 
to the States for use beginning Jauuary 1,1968. New 
items added to the marriage certificate were educa- 
tion of bride and groom, date last marriage ended if 
previously married, and identification of the officiant 
as religious or civil. New items added to the divorce 
certificate were approximate date couple separated, 
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FIGURE 4-3 

MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA STATUS-1970 

education of husband and wife, name of attorney for Nationwide counts 
plaintiff, number of previous marriages ended by 
death or by divorce or annulment, and total number 
of living children. 

Each State and independent registration area 
determines the form and content of its vital records. 
Consequently the records vary in certain details. 
Although modified in each State as required by 
particular needs or by special provisions of the State 
vital statistics law, the marriage and divorce certifi- 
cates of most States in the MRA and DRA conform 
closely to the standard certificates. 

Table 4-3 lists items on the Standard Certificate 
of Marriage and shows which States had the items on 
their forms in 1970. Table 4-4 shows the same infor- 
mation for the Standard Certificate of Absolute 
Divorce or Annulment. 

In 1970 the total counts of marriages by State 
and county were furnished from central files of 
marriage records for the 47 States maintaining them 
and for the District of Columbia. Counts for the five 
boroughs of the city of New York and for New 
Orleans were supplied by the registration officials of 
Manhattan and New Orleans, respectively. In the 
areas without central files the counts were obtained 
from surveys conducted by State and local officials. 
State officials reported for Arizona and Oklahoma. 
NCHS obtained county totals directly from county 
officials in New Mexico. 

The total counts of marriages performed were 
requested from each registration official. However, all 
but two counties in Arizona and all of the counties in 
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FIGURE 4-4 

4-7 

DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA STATUS-1970 

New $lexico reported the number of marriage licenses 
issued. Each registration official reported marriages 
performed for the other 48 States and the District of 
Cohunbia The number of marriage licenses issued is 
usually 1 or 2 percent greater than the number of 
marriages performed. (See page 2-1, Section 2, 
Volume I, Vital Statistics of the United States, 1959.) 

Total counts of divorces and annuhnents by State 
and county were furnished from central files of the 
46 States maintaining them and from the District of 
Columbia. (Although Louisiana maintains central 
files, counts for some parishes of Louisiana were 
obtained by NCHS directly from local officials.) For 
three of the States without central files of divorce 
records--Arizona, New Mexico, and Oklahoma-State 
officials conducted special surveys to obtain county 
totals. NCHS obtained county totals directly from 

local officials in Indiana Divorces and annulments 
were not reported for one county or more in the 
following States: Arkansas (3), Indiana (23), 
Louisiana (26 parishes), Missouri (4), and New 
Mexico (3). 

The national total of divorces and annulments 
includes estimates for the 23 counties of Indiana and 
26 parishes of Louisiana that did not report. The 
estimates prepared by NCHS assume that the rate in 
nonreporting areas of the State was the same as that 
observed for the reporting areas. 

Characteristics of marriages and divorces 

Each year statistical information on character- 
istics of marriages and divorces is provided by the 
States participating in the registration areas. Items 
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that are adequately reported are processed from the 
sample records of each State. For 1970 additional 
data were collected on characteristics of marrisges 
from eight nonregistration States. 

The items processed for marriages in the MRA in 
1970 were place (State) of marriage, month and day 
of week of marriage, and the following items relating 
to characteristics of bride and groom: Place (State) of 
birth, date of birth or age, place (State) of residence, 
race, number of this marriage, and previous marital 
status. For the eight nonre+tration States, data on 
two characteristics of the bride and groom are shown 
in this volume-place (State) of residence and age. 

For divorces in 1970 the items processed were 
place (State) of divorce, number of children, month 
and year of marriage (from which duration of mar- 
riage is obtained), and the following items relating to 
husband and wife: Date of birth or age, race, and 
number of this.marriage. 

Items on the standard certificates of marriage and 
divorce added after the 1968 revision were processed 
for 1970 but the tabulations were not included in this 
volume. For marriages the new items were date last 
marriage ended and education of the bride and 
groom. 

For divorces the new items were total number of 
living children, approximate date couple separated, 
number of previous marriages ended by death, 
divorce, or annulment, and education of husband and 
wife. Tables will be added to the annual volume when 
a sufficient number of States in the registration areas 
have adopted an item and report it with a level of 
completeness that permits publication of the data for 
a group of States. . 

Most of the items tabulated for marriages in 1970 
were on the certificates of nearly all the States in the 
MRA. An item on age at marriage or date of birth and 
State of residence was included by every State, 
including the eight nonregistration States, and were 
well reported. 

Information about previous marriages of bride and 
groom is obtained from two items: Number of this 
marriage and previous marital status. For the areas that 
requested both items on their marriage certificates, 
first marriages and remarriages could be identified if 
either item was stated. Idaho, Maryland, and Oregon 
only requested an item on previous marital status. For 
these States the number of ‘not stated casts for the 
missing item (number of this marriage) was reduced 
by the number of cases assumed to be first marriages 
because previous marital status was stated as single. 
Michigan and Ohio requested only “number of times 
previously married.” Not stated cases for the missing 
item (previous marital status) were reduced by the 
number of persons assumed to be single because they 

had been previously married “0” times. This was also 
the case of the District of Columbia, where both items 
were requested, but only “number of times previously 
married” was tabulated for 1970. 

The race or color item was on the certificates of 
all States except California, Michigan, New York, and 
Ohio. Maryland discontinued reporting race July 1, 
1970. The item appeared on the Illinois form but was 
optional and was stated on about one--half of their 
records. Race or color was stated on about two-thirds 
of the marriage certificates from the MRA during 
1970. 

Of the items processed for divorces in 1970, date 
decree was granted, date and place (State) of marriage, 
children under 18 years of age, and date of birth or 
age of husband and wife were on the forms of all DF+ 
States. However, Michigan and Ohio excluded the 
race item and Nebraska did not have number of this 
marriage. Also, date of birth, or age at divorce, and 
number of this marriage were entered on less than 50 
percent of the records from five States. Race, too, 
was poorly reported: it was stated on less than half 
the records for three States. Tables 43,4-4,49, and 
410 show which of these and other selected items 
appear on the records of the registration States and 
how well they are reported by each State. 

Marriages and marriage rates 
with seasonal adjustments 

Beginning with this volume; the adjustments for 
Lent formerly included in the computation of season- 
ally adjusted numbers of marriages and marriage rates 
by month have been discontinued. For all years 
appearing in table l&the number of marriages and 
the marriage rates have been adjusted, as in previous 
years, for large seasonal fluctuations and for the 
effect of the number of Saturdays and Fridays in 
each month but not for the irregular movements due 
to the shifting of the Lenten period. This change was 
made because of the lessening influence of Lent on 
marriages, since most relig$ous denominations have 
relaxed or abolished their rules against marriage 
during that period. 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Obtaining the records 

Each year the States participating in the MRA 
and the DRA prepare microfilm copies of their 
records, which are purchased by NCHS. Further 
processing, including sample selection, code 
punching, verification, and tabulation, is carried out 
by NCHS. 
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For marriages the records refer to all marriages 
performed in 1970 within the 39 MRA States, the 
District of Columbia, the eight nonregistration States, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. For divorces the 
records refer to alI decrees of absolute divorce and 
annulment that were granted during 1970 within the 
28 DRA States and the Virgin Islands. Interlocutory 
divorce decrees for States that grant them are 
included among the records, usually for the year in 
which they were granted. 

Sampling marriage and divorce records for States 
in the registration areas was initiated in 1960. For 
earlier years data on characteristics had been com- 
piled from predesigned tables submitted by the 
States. 

Sampling procedures 

The marriage sample was designed to yield esti- 
mates of State totals as well as frequency distribu- 
tions. These estimates were made for the MRA, each 
State in the MRA, each of the eight nonregistration 
States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islauds. A sam- 
pling rate was designated for each MRA State so that 
the selected sample for it would consist of at least 
2,500 records. Five different sampling rates were 
used: All records, l/2, l/5, l/10, and l/20. The over- 
al1 ratio for the MRA in 1970 was l/9. 

Sampling procedures for the divorce sample 
parallel those for the marriage sample. A sampling 
rate was selected so that the sample for each DRA 
State would contain at least 1,000 records. Four 
different sampling rates were used: AU records, l/2, 
l/5, and l/10. Overall about l/5 of the records were 
selected for the DRA sample in 1970. 

Although each State’s records were sampled 
independently, each group of States with the same 
sampling rate was treated as a stratum for the com- 
puting of sampling errors for the MRA and DRA. 
This same method was used for computing the sam- 
pling errors for the United States excluding Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Oklahoma. Estimated sampling 
errors are likely to be somewhat huger than those 
that might have been computed using each State as a 
stratum. 

The sampIing rates, number of events, and sample 
cases by State for 1970 are shown in tables 4-5 (mar- 
riages) and 47 (divorces). 

ESTIMATING PROCEDURES 

Area totals 

The figures obtained from complete counts of 
events furnished by the State and local offices differ 

shghtly from the estimated totals based on sample 
data. When possible, major differences between the 
sample totals and the independent counts for each ’ 
reporting State are reconciled before the sample data 
are weighted and tabulated. 

For marriages the 1970 complete count and the 
sample estimate differed by less than 2 percent in the 
MRA and in all but three States; in no State did this 
difference reach 5.0 percent. 

For divorces tbis difference was less than 1 per- 
cent in the DRA, and in all States except two it was 
below 2 percent. For Utah the difference was about 7 
percent and for Wisconsin, it was about 6 percent. 

The discrepancy for Utah resulted from records 
missing from the microfilm from which the sample 
was drawn. For Wisconsin the total count provided 
by the State was based on records received during the 
year, including some records from 1969 and exclud- 
ing some from 1970. The total base,d on sample 
records excludes 336 annulments and 236 delayed 
records that are included in the State count. 

Frequencies 

Procedures for estimating frequency distributions 
for various characteristics were similar for the 
marriage and divorce samples. Frequencies were 
estimated in two steps. 

1. 

2. 

Each sample case was assigned a weight which was 
the reciprocal of the sampling ratio used to seIect 
the case. If a marriage record was selected from a 
State with a sampling ratio of l/10, that record 
was assigned a weight of 10; if 100 percent of the 
records were processed from a State, each such 
record was assigned a weight of 1. 
Tabulated counts consisted of summing the 
weights of the records. Thus each frequency 
distribution such as age at marriage of first- 
married brides is a sum of the weighted sample 
cases included. 

The weights for alI sample records are identical 
within each State. However, as shown in tables 4-5 
and 47, the weights for marriage records vary from 1 
to 20 and those for divorce records, from 1 to 10 
among the registration States. Therefore, for the 
RIRA and DRA, any two approximately equal fre- 
quencies may have different sampling errors, varying 
with the proportion of cases from each stratum 
included in the estimate. 

Percents and rates 

Percents shown in the tables appearing in Sections 
1 and 2 were computed from data excluding numbers 
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of not stated cases. Rates appearing in Sections 1, 2, 
and 3 were based on population statistics published 
or made available by the U.S. Bureau of the Census 
(tables 4-11 through 4-14.) The 1970 population was 
enumerated as of Anril 1 and includes Armed Forces 
stationed in the United States but excludes the 
Armed Forces abroad. 

Allocation 

Because States in the DRA vary radically in the 
extent to which items are reported on the divorce 
records, no allocations were made prior to tabulation 
of the divorce data. On the marriage records, values 
were allocated for ages of bride and groom and date 
of marriage. These items have been reported with 99 
percent or more completeness since 1960. 

Children involved in divorces 

In order to obtain national estimate: for 1970, 
the average number of children per decree for the 
DRA was multiplied by the national divorce total. 
This procedure differed from 1969, when the average 
number of children per decree was computed for the 
16 States that had reported children with a satis- 
factory degree of completeness (Alaska, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming) and the national 
divorce total was multiplied by this average.. This 
method was also used for 1965-68 and to revise 
figures for the years 1961-64 originally estimated by 
using a different method. Consequently data for these 
years shown in table 2-9 differ from figures appearing 
in Volume III Vital Statistics of the United States 
prior to the 1965 issue. 

In 1960 the estimate was baaed on sample data 
for the United States. For earlier years total counts 
from States reporting the number of children 
involved were used to estimate the children involved 
in divorce for the United States. 

SAMPLING ERRORS 

Each estimate based on sample data of the num- 
ber of marriages or divorces with a given character- 
istic in a particular area has a sampling error [e(x)]. 
These sampling errors, shown in tables’46 and 4-8, are 
the amounts which, when added to and subtracted 
from an estimated frequency, give the interval within 
which the actual quantity being estimated would lie 
in approximately 68 out of 100 samples of equal 

size. For exampie, the sample estimate of the number 
of wives under 20 years of age at the time of divorce 
in 1970 is 14,012 (table 2-ll), and the sampling error 
for this estimate is 294 (table 48), thus the probabil- 
ity is about 68 out of 100 that this sample estimate is 
plus or minus 294 of the true total and about 95 out 
,lOO!that this estimate is plus or minus two sampling 
errors (588) of the true totaL 

Since all sample cases were selected with known 
probabilities a sampling error can be computed for 
each marriage and divorce estimate based on sample 
data. Data from States where all records were coded 
have no sampling error. The standard errors shown in 
table 4-6 for marriages in the United States (exclud- 
ing three States), the MRA, and each State are cal- 
culated from data in tables 4-5-and 1-5; ,those for the 
DRA and each State, shown in table 4:8, are calcu- 
lated from data in tables 4-7 and 2-2. To calculate the 
standard error of a given frequency of marriages or 
divorces in a particular State: 

Let xii = Nipi be the frequency of the characteristic 
under study, where Ni is the number of marriages or 
divorces in State i (table .l-5 or 2-2), pj is the percent 
of cases with a given characteristic (spread margin of 
table 4-6 or 48), and j is a subclass, like a particular 
age group of bride. 

Then, @(xii)= Ni (4 - ni) Pjqj 

ni - 1 

Where ni is the number of sample records in State i 
(table 4-5 or,4-7) and qj = l-p,. 

For example, in Alabama 

Ni = 46,959 and ni = 4,696 
when j = 1, p, = .Ol and xi, = 470 

and @ (470) = 
46,959 (42,263) (.Ol) (.99) 

4,695 

=65 

The sampling errors for marriages in the United 
States and in the MRA and for divorces in the DRA, 
shown in tables 4-6 and 4-8, were computed using 
stratums composed of States with the same sampling 
ratio, rather than using each individual State as a 
stratum. Thus, the standard error for the United 
States and MRA can be computed from the formula 

+txj) =. gNi tNi - ?) pjqi 
J +I ni - 1 
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where Ni is the number of marriages in stratum Z, ni is 
the number of sample records in the stratum,pj is the 
percent of cases with a given characteristic, and 5 
refers to the number of strata in the MRA. Then, 

@(lJS.) = 5,246fi , and 

6yMRA) = 4,590* 

For example whenp, = .Ol 

x., = (1,698,937) (-01) 

= 16,989 

6 (16,989) = 4,590 4-j 
= 457 

Using the same formula, standard errors for the DRA 
can be computed by summing over four stratums 
instead of five. 

@(DRQ) = 1,723& 

The sampling error for an estimated percent based 
on the total number of events in an area can be com- 
puted by dividing the sampling error for the fre- 
quency by the total number of events for the area. 
For example, the sampling error for 21,870 brides 
under 20 years of age in Alabama (tabIe l-35) is 325 
(table 4-6). Dividing this number by the total number 
of marriages in Alabama (table l-35), the sampling 
error for the proportion, .466, is found to be 0.7 
percent. Thus, the chances are about 68 out of 
100 that the actual percent falls between 45.9 and 
47.3. 

The standard error of a proportion which is based 
on a subgroup in an area can be computed using the 
followinp: formula: 

where p = x/y is the proportion of interest, y is the 
total number of events in the subgroup, x is a portion 
of the subgroup t?(x) is the standard error ofX, and 
a(y) is the standard error of y. Use of this equation can 
best be described by an example. Suppose that we 
want the standard error of the proportion of remar- 
riages of brides under 20 years of age in Alabama, then 
if out of 21,870 marriages of brides under 20 years of 
age 770 were remarriages (table l-35), the standard 
error of the proportion gives us 

f? (.035) 1 ll/y,S7O&127)2 - (770/21,870)* (325)2 

To determine if two proportions are significantly 
different statistically, we divide the difference by the 
square root of the sum of the squares of their stand- 
ard errors. lf the quotient of this division is greater 
than 2 (rounded value of “Student’s” t at the .05 
level of significance), the probability that the differ- 
ence between the two figures is due to chance is less 
than 1 in 20. To illustrate, suppose we wish to com- 
pare the proportion of previously married brides 
under 20 years of age for Alabama and Georgia. The 
proportions were .035 with standard error -006 for 
Alabama and -044 with standard error -010 for 
Georgia. Division of the differences by the square 
root of the sum of the squares of the standard errors 
gives us 

(.044) - (-035) 

&Tg-&$ = -75 

The value is less than 2, and so the difference 
between the two proportions cannot be assumed to 
be significant. 

NONSAMPLING ERRORS 

In addition to the sampling errors described 
above, there are several other sources of variation that 
are little affected by the size or design of the sample. 
For example, items may be missing from reporting 
forms and therefore not reportable; items that do 
appear on a form may be vague and ambiguous; 
responses may be incorrect, unreadable, or missing; 
data may be submitted on outdated record forms; 
records may be erroneously included or escluded in 
the microfilm files sent to NGHS; or the editing or 
coding instructions may be inadequate to cover all 
cases. 

However, for most of the data available from 
1960 onward, the completeness and year-to-year con- 
sistency are evidence of the basic reliability and 
coverage of the marriage- and divorce-registration 
systems. 

Incomplete reporting 

Nonresponse errors in marriage and divorce data 
arise from two sources: (1) An item may not be 
included on the reporting form (not reportable); or 
(2) although the item may be on the form, there may 
be no response or the response may be illegible (not 
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completed). Regarding the second source of non- 
response, some reporting forms include items that are 
badly worded and do not elicit responses sufficiently 
precise to be classified. Sometimes when a State 
revises its form to inclu.de additional items, copies of 
the old form are still extensively used by registration 
offices until a supply of the new version is received. 
The items not included on the old forms are tabu- 
lated as “not stated.” 

Data presented in tables 49 and 4-10 show the 
proportions of not stated cases for specified charac- 
teristics of marriages and divorces for 1970. Foot- 
notes to entries under the characteristics identify the 
specific reporting areas for which an item was not 
reportable. Not completed cases were estimated by 
subtracting the not reportable responses from all non- 
responses. Not completed cases were typicalIy blank, 
but illegible responses and cases of records not 
received were also included in this category as well as 
some responses that were inappropriate. A major 
proportion of the not stated cases for marriages were 
due to the absence of items on some of the reporting 
forms. In contrast, the majority of not stated items 
on records of divorce or annulment arose from lack 
of response to some of the items requested on the 
reporting forms. 

For divorces, items of personal information 
typically have been less complete than legal items and 
information about the marriage. One possible 
explanation of the incompleteness of personal items 
is that in several States the local court officials 
responsible for filing the form are not empowered to 
require completion of the reporting form but can 
only secure information from transcripts of court 
proceedings on the case. 

Other sources of error 

Inconsistent responses.-Inconsistency between 
enties for related items on the certificates occurs 
occasionally for both marriages and divorces. When 
age and date of birth are both reported, they do not 
always agree. Previous marital status is sometimes not 
consistent with number of times married or number 
of this marriage. These differences are arbitrarily 
reconciled before tabulation. 

Ambiguous wording of items.-Some of the items 
are worded so that they do not yield information 
easily classified in standardized categories. Some 
briefly worded items actually require additional 
questions on the part of the local recorder in order to 
obtain the detailed information sought Items where 
this type of error occurs most frequently were those 
requesting geographic place names (residence, place 
of marriage, and place of birth) and those requesting 
data about previous marriages. 

Me’cro@n errors.-Errors in the arrangement of 
the records received on microfilm in NCHS some- 
times occur when numbers on the records are out of 
sequence, missing, or duplicated or when records that 
are not part of the universe being sampled are 
erroneously included in the file. 

A standardized order of records such as the one 
used for birth and death records has not yet been 
developed for microfilming the marriage and divorce 
records. In one area, permanent State files of mar- 
riage records were arranged by date licenses were 
issued rather than by a number assigned to licenses 
actually used in each county. Thus marriages 
occurring in any year may have been included in files 
for earlier years. Special arrangements to locate and 
microfilm these records are made each year by NCHS. 

Processing errors.-Al coding was verified 100 
percent; taped data were edited for impossible codes 
and for inconsistencies where possible. Instances of 
impossibIe codes and inconsistencies in information 
about previous marriages were rechecked to the 
records. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

&ta not av&& -__- __I-___--_---__----_--------------- - _ _ 

Category not applicable -----------------I------- . . . 

Quantity ze.0 -________-I-__-______I__ - ____ - _____I - ____I__ - 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05 ---------- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability or 
pr&sion _-____ -__- -___ -___-___- ____ -___-_-__--__- * 
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Table 4-1. Sources of Marriage and Divorce Data: United States, 1867-1970 
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Table 4-2. Years Central Files of Marriage and Divorce Records Were Established and Years Areas W&re 

Admitted to the Marriage- and Divorce-Registration Areas: 1970 

II 
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* 

Table 4-3. Selected Items of Statistical Information on Marriage Records of Marriage-Registration States: 1970 

WkCmxin I x I x I x a I x I x I x I x I I x I x 
I I x x x x E x 
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Table 4-4. Selected Items of Statistical Information on Divorce or Annulment Records of Divorce-Registration States: 

1970 
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Table 4-5. Marriage Sample-Sampling Rates and Sample Size: Marriage-Registration Area, Each Registrafion 

State, Each Nonregistration State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, 1970 

stratm I------------.---------------- 
C-EC~iNt-------------..--------. 
Idsho------------------------------ 

597,080 
45,950 Fuertc Rick----.-.-....--------------- 
,o,lm “h.@ TslandE----------......--------- 
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‘. Table 4.6. Marriage Sample-Sampling Error of Estimated Frequency Expressed as Percentage of Area Total: United 
States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Registration State, Each Nonregistration State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
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Table 4-7. Divorce Sample-Sampling Rates and Sample Size: Divorce-Registration Area, Each Registration 
State, and Virgin Islands, 1970 

Table 48. Divorce Sample-Sampling Error of Estimated Frequency Expressed as Percentage of Area Total: Divorce- 

Registration Area, Each Registration State, and Virgin Islands, 1970 

mmrce-re&tr2.tion ame?------------- 
--------------------------------- 

241 294 339 
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199 
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. 
92 
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Table 4.9. Percent of Marriage Records on Which Specified Characteristics Were Not Stated: Marriage-Registration 
Area, Each Registration State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, 1970 

l-r 
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Table 4-10. Percent of Divorce and Annulment Records on Which Specified Characteristics Were Not Stated: 

Divorce-Reuistration Area, Each Registration State, and Virgin Islands, 1970 

taco------------------------------------ 
L.~Chiean--------------------------------------- 
MIs5-I--------------------------------------- 
l~~sns------------------------------------------- 
ilcbrss*~-------------------------------------------- 
Dew Y~=~------------------------------------- 
Ohio------------------------------------------ 

Table 4-12. Total Resident Population: United States, 
1920- 70 
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Table 4-13. EnumeratedTotal Resident Population: United 
States, Each Region, Division, State, Puerto Rico, and 
Virgin Islands, April 1, 1970 

lpigures include Armed Forces Stn.tiom?d in each area and exclude awse stanme* c,u* 
side the United statesl 

Table 4-14. Enumerated Unmarried Resident Population 

14 Years of Age and Over, by Age, Marital Status, 
and Sex: Marriage-Registration Area, April 1, 1970 

I the “lx 

e ““ited 
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Men 

XEUr!q, District 
Of Coumbia, 

digan, axI& cm01 

Nell wanen 

... ... 
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... ... 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 

T 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 
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... .... 

,om,,9ss 9,532,147 
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