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PREFACE

This is one of two volumes presenting final vital statistics for the
United States, its Territories, and certain possessions for the year 1952.
Their subject matter consists of vital events that occurred in these areas
during the year—marriages, divorces, births, fetal deaths, infant deaths,
and deaths among the general population.

This annual report is organized as follows:

Volume I. Introduction and Summary Tables
" Tables for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin
Islands, and Marriage, Divorce, Natality, Fetal
Mortality, and Infant Mortality Data

Volume . Mortality Data
In using statistics from either volume, it is recommended that ref-

erence be made to the explanatory text in Volume I, which describes the
sources and limitations of the data.



FIGURE 1

FLOW OF VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS IN

THE UNITED STATES
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petition for decree to
make entries on such
form.

. Verifies entries on

returned form.

. Enters final decree

facts.

. Sends completed re-
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City or County
Health
Department

1. Uses certificates in allocating medical and nursing services, follow up of infectious diseases,
planning programs, and measurmg effectiveness of activities.
2. Forwards certificates and case reports to State registrar.

Attorney for
Petitioner

Enters personal facts
relative to spouses.

Returns form to clerk
of court,

State Health
Department
Bureau of
Vital Statistics

-

. Queries incomplete or inconsistent information.
2. Maintains files for permanent reference and source of certified copies.

[

3. Compiles statistics for State and civil divisions of State for use of the health department and other interested
agencies or groups.

4. Prepares transcripts or microfilm copies of birth, death, and fetal death certificates, and summary reports
of marriage, divorce, and notifiable disease records for transmission to National Office of Vital Statistics.

Public Health
Service
National Office
of
Vital Statistics

o

1. Prepares and publishes national statistics of births, deaths, fetal deaths, marriages, divorces, and notifiable

diseases for official and voluntary consumers.
. Publishes analyses of data as they relate to public health and social problems.
. Provides services needed to foster more complete and uniform registration.

(2]

NOTE.~In some States certificates of birth, death and fetal death and reports of notifiable diseases are not routed through local health departments; in others, there is no central file for marriage and divorce records

at the State level.

2
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Vital Statistics of

the United States

INTRODUCTION

Vital statistics available for 1951 and 1952 have been
curtailed from those compiled for 1950, and the intercensal
years of the 1940-50 decade. Major cutbacks have -been made
in live birth data and in the detail used in geographic classi-
fication. Data on live births for 1951 and 1952 have been
obtained from 50-percent samples of all certificates filed.
The place of occurrence of each vital event in 1951 and 1952
has been classified in the customary units, i, e., the individual
place having in 1950 a population of 10,000 or more, county,
.and State; while for the place of residence, only the county and
State have been coded.

This section of the 1952 report has been designed to be
used in conjunction with Volume I of the ‘“Vital Statistics of the
United States, 1950.”’ Rates in this volume are shown primari-
ly for 1852. For a complete time series, and for explanatory
notes applying to the years prior to 1951 and 1952, reference
should be made to Volume I of the annual report for 1950.

SOURCES OF DATA

Birth, death, and fetal death statistics

All live birth, death, and fetal death tabulations for 1952,
with one exception, are based on information from tran-
seripts or microfilm copies of the original certificates. These
copies were received from the registration offices of all States,
certain cities, the District of Columbia, and most of the out-
lying Territories and possessions of the United States. The
statistical information on these records was edited, classified,
placed on punch cards, and tabulated in the National Office of
Vital Statistics.

The 1952 live birth statistics for Ilinois were produced by
a somewhat different procedure, The State vital statistics
office coded the information on its certificates acecording to
the rules followed in the National Office of Vital Statistics.
From the punch cards prepared for its own use, the State
office reproduced the information required for national tabu~
lations on punch card forms supplied by the National Office.
The reproduced punch cards were verified in the National
Office by reference to microfilm copies of the original cer-
tificates and were then tabulated with the cards prepared for
all of the other States.

The statistics in this report cover only events occurring
within the reporting areas. Deaths of, and births to, American
nationals that occurred in other parts of the world are ex-
cluded. Events occurring to foreign nationals within the
United States are included,

Marriage and divorce statistics

Marriage statistics for the United States are based on
reports from State registration offices, local officials, the
District of Columbia, and most of the outlying Territories
and possessions, For States or areas for which numbers of
marriages are not available, numbers of marriage licenses
are used as the nearest approximations to marriages. Mar-
riage statistics on personal characteristics are based on
tabulations received from the registration offices of those
States which maintain centiral registers of marriages.

Divorce statistics for the United States are based on

reports from those State registration offices which main-
tain central registers of divorces, from other sources in a
few additional States, from the District of Columbia, and from
most of the outlying Territories and possessions. The number
of reports received in the National Office of Vital Statistics
varies from year to year. National totals are estimated.!
‘Whenever reported, amulments are included in State figures.2

Notifiable disease statistics

Tabulations of notifiable diseases are limited to the
number of cases of certain infectious diseases which are
reported to the Public Health Service by the State departments
of health.

Standard certificates

Standard Certificates of Live Birth, Death, and Fetal
Death (Stillbirth), issued by the National Office of Vital Sta-
tistics, serve as the principal means for gaining uniformity
in the minimum content of the documents used to collect
information on these events., They are modified in each State
to the extent made necessary by the particular needs of the
State or by special provisions of the State vital statistics law.
However, the certificates of most States conform closely, in
content and arrangeiment, to the standard certificates.

The first issues of the Standard Certificates of Birth and
Death appeared shortly before the formation of the registration

areas. Since then, they have been revised periodically by the
national vital statistics agency, in consultation with State health
officers and registrars; Federal agencies concerned with vital
statistics; national, State, and county medical societies; and
others working in the fields of public health, social welfare,
demography, and insurance. This revision procedure has
assured careful evaluation of each item in terms of its cur-
rent and future usefulness for registration, identification,
legal, medical, and research purposes. New items have been
added when necessary, and old items have been modified to
ensure better reporting or in some cases dropped when there
appeared little or no possibility of their being used.

The most recent revision of the standard certificates
was completed in June 1948 after extensive surveys of opinion
among interested groups, concerning suggested changes.
Standard certificates recommended to the States for adoption
starting with 1949 are shown below. The format of all three
certificates was changed to a block-type design to provide
more space for making entries on the certificates than did
the previous design and to make the certificates readily adapt-
able to typewriter usage—a factor of increased importance
in view of the marked rise in the proportions of births and
deaths occurring in hospitals and iastitutions, The standard
certificates are shown in figures 2, 3, and 4.

lfor an explanation of the methods used in estimating na-
tional and State figures, see °‘Summary of Marriage and
Divorce Statistics: United States, 1952,’’ National 0ffice
of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics-—Special Reports, vol.
40, No. 3, pp. 48, 49. 1954,

2Ibid., pp. 48, 49.

IX



INTRODUCTION

FIGURE 2

(1949 Revision of Standard Certificate)

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH
Public Health Service
STATE OF BIRTH NO.
1. PLACE OF BIRTH 2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF MOTHER (Where does mother live?)
a. COUNTY a. STATE b. COUNTY
b. CITY (If outside corporate limita, write RURAL and give township) ¢. CITY (f outside corporate limita, write RURAL and give township)
TOWN TOWN
¢. FULL NAME OF «f NOT in hospital or give street addresa or location) d. STREET Qf rural, give location)
HOSPITAL OR ADDRESS
INSTITUTION
3. CHILD'S NAME a. (First) b. (Middle) ¢. (Last)
(Type or print)
4, SEX 5a. THIS BIRTH 5b, [F TWIN OR TRIPLET (This chitd born) | 6. DS'EE (Month) (Day) (Year)
SINGLE || T ] tripLer [ || st [] an [ mo{ || BIRTH
FATHER OF CHILD
7. FULL. NAME 8. (First) b. (Middle) o. (Last) 8. COLOR OR RACE

9. AGE (At time of this birth)
YEARS

10. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country)

11a. USUAL OCCUPATION

11b. KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

MOTHER OF CHILD

12. FULL MAIDEN NAME a. (First)

b. (Middle) c. (Last)

13. COLOR OR RACE

14. AGE (At time of this birth)

15. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country)

16. CHILDREN PREVIOUSLY BORN TO THIS MOTHER (Do N OT include this child)

a. Howmany OTHER | b. How many OTHER chil- | ¢. How manychildren were
YEARS children are now liv- | dren were born alive but are | stillborn (born dead after
17 INFORMANT ing? now dead? 20 weeks pregnancy)?
18a. SIGNATURE 18b, ATTENDANT AT BIRTH
I hereby certify that OTHER
this child was born alive mo. (] wowre (] perin

on the date stated above.

18¢. ADDRESS

18d. DATE SIGNED

19. DATE REC'D BY LOCAL
REG.

20. REGISTRAR'S SIGNATURE

BY

21. DATE ON WHICH GIVEN NAME ADDED

(Registrar)

FOR MEDICAL. AND HEALTH USE

ONLY

(This sectzon MUST be filled out)

22a, LENGTH OF PREG- | 22b.
NANCY
WEEKS

23. LEGITIMATE

YES I:l

. WEIGHT AT BIRTH
0Z5.

NOD

LBS.

(SPACE FOR ADDITION OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH ITEMS BY INDIVIDUAL STATES)
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FIGURE 3

XI

U. s.
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

(1949 Revision of Standard Certificate)
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

BIRTH NO. STATE OF STATE FILE NO.

i. PLACE OF DEATH 2. USUAL. RESIDENCE (Where doceased lived. If institution: residence before
a. COUNTY a. STATE b. COUNTY admission).
b. CITY (If outside corporate limits, write RURAL and give ¢. LENGTH OF ¢. CITY (If outaide corporate limits, write RURAL and give township)

R township)| STAY (in this place)
TOWN TOWN
d. FULL NAME OF f not in hospital or i give street addross or location) d. STREET {f rural, give location)
HOSPITAL OR ADDRESS
INSTITUTION
3. NAME OF 8. (First) b. (Middle) c. (Last)
DECEASED 4. DS;E (Month) (Day) (Year)
( Type or Print) DEATH
5. SEX 6. COLOR OR RACE | 7. MARRIED, NEVER MARRIED, 8. DATE OF BIRTH 9. AGE (In years| IF UNDER 1 YEAR | IF UNDER 2 mHRs.
WIDOWED, DIVORCED (Specify) last birthday) Hours | Min.

Montha } Days

10a. USUAL, OCCUPATION (Givekind of work
done during most of working life, even if retired)

10b. KIND OF BUSINESS OR IN- | 11. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign conntry)
DUSTRY

12, CITIZEN OF WHAT
COUNTRY?

13. FATHER'S NAME

4. MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME

I5. WAS DECEASED EVER IN U.S.ARMED

{Xee, no, or unknown)

(If yea, give war or dates of serviced

FORCES? | 16. SOCIAL SECURK‘FS’ 17. INFORMANT

18. CAUSE'OF DEATH
Enter only onecauseper
lino for (s}, (b), and (¢)

MEDICAL CERTIFICATION

1. DISEASE OR CONDITION
DIRECTLY LEADING TO DEATH* (5)

INTERVAL BETWEEN
ONSET AND DEATH

*This does not mean
the mode of dying, such
as heart failure, asthenia,
ete. It means the dis-
ease, injury, or complica-

ANTECEDENT CAUSES

Morbid conditions, if any, giving DUE TO (b)
rise to the above cause (a) stating
the underlying cause last.

DUE TO (c)

tion which caused death.

II. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS

Conditions contributing to the death but not
related to the di or condition ing death.

19a, DATE OF OPERA- | 19b. MAJOR FINDINGS OF OPERATION 20. AUTOPSY?
TION .
ves [ wo [
21a. ACCIDENT (Specify) 21b. PLACEOF INJURY (e.g..inorabout | 21c. (CITY, TOWN, OR TOWNSHIP) (COUNTY) (STATE)
SUICIDE home, farm, factory, strest, office bldg.,ee.}
HOMICIDE
21d. TIME (Month) (Day) (Year) (Hour) 21e. INJURY OCCURRED | 21f. HOW DID INJURY OCCUR?
WHILEAT[ ] NOTWHILE
INJURY m | “Work | 'ATWORK
22, I hereby certify that I attended the deceased from , 19 , to 19 that I last saw the deceased
alive on 19 and that death occurred at m., from the causes and on the date stated above.
23a. SIGNATURE {Degree or title) 23b. ADDRESS 23c, DATE SIGNED
24a, BURIAL, CREMA- | 24b. DATE 24c. NAME OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY 24d. LOCATION (City, town, or county) (State)

TION, REMOVAL (8pocify)

DATE REC'D BY LOCAL
REG.

REGISTRAR'’S SIGNATURE

25. FUNERAL DIRECTOR ADDRESS
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FIGURE 4
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, (1949 Revision Of Standard C’ertiﬁcate) 1
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE CERTIFICATE OF STILLBIRTH
Public Health Service
STATE OF STATE FILE NO.
1. PLLACE OF STILLBIRTH 2 USUAL RESIDENCE OF MOTHER (Where doss mother live?)
a. COUNTY a. STATE b. COUNTY
b. CITY (If outside corporate limits, write RURAL and give township) ¢. CITY (If outside corporate limita, write RURAL and give townahip)
TOWN TOWN
¢. FULL NAME OF (If not in hospital oy institution, give street address or location) d. STREET (If raral, give location)
HOSPITAL OR ADDRESS
INSTITUTION
3. CHILD'S NAME
\( Type or Print)
4, SEX 5a. THIS BIRTH 5b. IF TWIN OR TRIPLET (This child born) | 6. g'll'\l.ﬁ:.é}ETH {(Month) (Day) (Year)
SINGLE D TWIN [:l TRIPLET D 18T D 2ND D 3RD D
7. FATHER'S a. (First) b. (Middle) ¢. (Last) 8. COLOR OR RACE
NAME
9. AGE (At time of this birth) 10. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 11a. USUAL OCCUPATION 1ib. KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY
YEARS
12. MOTHER'S a. (First) b. (Middle) c. (Last) 13. COLOR OR RACE
MAIDEN
NAME
14. AGE (At vime of this birth) 15. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign sountry) 16. CHILDREN PREYIOUSLY BORN TO THIS MOTHER (Do NO'T include this child)
YEARS a. How many chil- | b. How many children were | ¢. How many OTHER
dren are now living? | born alive but are now dead? children were stillborn
17. INFORMANT (born dead after 20 weeks
pregnancy)?
18a. LENGTH OF PREG- | 18b. WEIGHT AT BIRTH 19. LEGITIMATE
NANCY
WEEKS LBS. 0ZS. YES D NO D
CAUSE OF STILLBIRTH | 202 FETAL CAUSES
State only morbid conditiens
causing fetal death (do NOT
use such terms as Stillbirth, | 20b. MATERNAL CAUSES
Prematurity, Asphyxis, etc.)
21. STATE ANY COMPLICATIONS OF PREGNANCY AND LABOR 22, STATE ALL OPERATIONS FOR DELIVERY
I hereby certify that I | 2. ATTENDANT'S SIGNATURE (Specify i M. D., midwife, or ather) 23b. DATE SIGNED
attended the birth of this
child who was born dead
on the date stated above | 23c. ATTENDANT'S ADDRESS tItlEI\é%’Il‘) 24, SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL TITLE
attended by
[+ 2, m. physician
25a. BURIAL, CREMA- | 25b. DATE 25¢c. NAME OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY 25d. LOCATION (City, town, or county) (State)
TION, REMOVAL (Spesify)
DATE REC'D BY LOR%AGL REGISTRAR'S SIGNATURE 26. FUNERAL DIRECTOR ADDRESS

ifhe title of this certificate is being shown as it appeared on the 1949 revision of the standard certificate. More
recently, however, there has been a change in terminology from "stillbirth" to "fetal death" in conformity with the recom-
mendations of the Third World Health Assembly (Mey 1950). Future changes in the standard certificate will reflect the new
terminology.



INTRODUCTION

CLASSIFICATION OF DATA

The principal value of vifal statistics data depends upon
the computation of rates in which the vital events of a class
are related to the population of a similarly defined class.
Vital statistics and population statistics must, therefore, be
classified according to similarly defined systems and tabulated
in comparable groups. Even when the variables common to
both, such as geographic area, age, race, and sex, have been
similarly classified and tabulated, differences between the
enumeration method of obtaining population data and the regis-
tration method of obtaining vital statistics data may result in
significant discrepancies.

The classification of certain important items is discussed
in this section.?

Geographic classification

The geographic code* used in the tabulation of live birth,
death, and fetal death data by place of occurrence in thlS
report gives a separate identifying number to each city having,
in 1950, a population of 10,000 or more, and to certain towns,
townships, and districts which under special rules are classi-
fied as urban, The places classified as urban under special
rules are of two types. One type is limited to the States of New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, It is made up of
towns (townships) in which there is a village or thickly settle
area having 2,500 inhabitants or more and comprising, either
by itself or when combined with other villages within the
same town, more than 50 percent of the total population of
the town. In this report, only those towns of this type having
10,000 inhabitants or more are shown. A second type is
made up of townships and other political subdivisions (not
incorporated as municipalities, nor containing areas so in-
corporated) with a total population of 10,000 or more and a
population density of 1,000 or more per square mile, The
geographic code also gives a separate number to each county.
Although villages and cities having populations of less than
10,000 are not individually identified, urban places of 2,500
to 10,000 as a group and the remainder of the county (places
under 2,500 and rural area) are tabulated separately, The
classification of urban places used in tabulations for 1952
was based on their populations enumerated in the 1950 census,
as of April 1.

Data published by place of residence for 1952 have been
classified only by county and State, Rules for determining
place of residence are discussed later in this section.

The growth of the urban fringe during the last decade
has increased the need for an area classification that can
diseriminate adequately between the population living in,

and served by the facilities of, large urban centers, and the .

population of more isolated areas, The States have been
divided into metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties, the
division being based on the ‘‘standard metropolitan area”
definition established by the Federal Committee on Standard
Metropolitan Areas.

31he complete rules followed in the classification of
geographic and personal items for births and deaths are set
forth in a printed manual, ‘“Vital Statistics Instruction
Manual, Part 1, Coding and Punching Geographic and Personal
Particulars of Births, Deaths, and Fetal Deaths (Stillbirths)
Occurring in 1952,°’ Washington, D. C., 1953,

4National Office of Vital Statisties, ‘‘Vital Statistics
Instruction Manual, Part IV, Geographic Code,’’ geographic
classification used in coding and tabulating vital statis-
tics data, April 1952.

5For a more complete discussion of these areas, sece
‘‘United States Census of Population: 1950, Volume II
Characteristics of the Population,’’ Part 1, United States
Summary, pp. 27-31, U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 1953.
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A county is classified as ‘‘metropolitan’’ or ‘‘nonmetro-
politan’’ depending on whether it is included or excluded
from the standard metropolitan area developed by the Bureau
of the Census in cooperation with other Federal agencies,
Except in New England, a county is included in a standard
metropolitan area, if it contains at least one city of 50,000
population or more in the 1950 census, or if it is contiguous
to a metropolitan county, is essentially metropolitan in char-
acter, and its population is socially and economjcally inte-
grated with the central city or cities of the area, according to
specified criteria.

In New England, the towns and cities, rather than the
counties, are the units used to define the standard metropolitan
area. However, since vital statistics are not tabulated by town
in this Office, all counties with more than half their po