
       here is an old       
     Spanish saying or 
dicho :  “ Una mano 
lava la otra mano.” 
Translat ion : “One 
hand washes the 
other.”  This dicho 
apt ly i l lustrates 
how the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory 
and the Española Val ley entwine. The 
Laboratory contributes signi f icant ly to 
the economy of the Española Val ley.  
The Española Val ley, in turn, provides 
a labor force, housing, and other 
faci l i t ies to the Laboratory and its 
subcontractors.  I t would be di f f icult 
for the Laboratory and the Española 
Val ley to survive without each other.

The Cerro Grande f ire brought the 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
residents of Los Alamos / White 
Rock , our area Indian Pueblos , Val ley 
residents , and businesses so much 
closer.  This near catastrophe made 
many real ize how important we are 
to each other.  Stat ist ics show that 
the Española Val ley has experienced 
an approximate 19 percent growth 
over the past three years , and one 
only has to sample the City ’s main 
thoroughfare to experience the ever-
increasing bust l ing act iv ity.  Such 
growth represents an enormous 
change in an area that in pre-Los 
Alamos days consisted mainly of 
farms, small ranches, and businesses.

The presence of LANL has helped 
contribute to the survival of the 
area’s three cultures , Hispanic , Anglo, 
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T  
With the miss ion to promote the interests of regional smal l  
businesses to Laboratory personnel and internal operat ives 
by encouraging the use of smal l  business products and 
serv ices ,  LANL has establ ished a Laboratory Smal l  Business 
Advocacy ( LSBA) group.

Five object ives have been developed as a result of an 
assessment of the regional smal l  business environment , 
the outcome of the Smal l  Business Task force Repor t ,  
the Manzul lo House Commit tee repor t  Smal l  Business 
Pract ices ,  the 2002–2003 Community Leader Survey, and 
input from Laboratory Management . 

The object ives are : Communicat ions ,  Smal l  Business 
Advocacy, Suppl ier Development , Outreach, and Regional 
Procurement . Each object ive is suppor ted by a ser ies of 
projects that have been se lected and pr ior i t ized to address 
the issues ident i f ied in the assessment .  A team member and 
team backup person have been ass igned to administer each 
project and assist in the development of metr ics that wi l l  
be used to rate progress in accordance with the Group’s 
Strategic P lan .  

The group wi l l  be s i tuated under the Lab’s Communicat ions 
and External Relat ions (CER) Div is ion and within the 
div is ion’s Community Relat ions Of f ice (CRO) , which is 

New Team Will  Be Lab Liaison to Small  Business

con tin ued on page 2

The LSBA Team : L to R :  Car los Chacon ,  Vang ie Tru j i l lo ,  
J ane l le  V ig i l -Maest as ,  and T im Mar t inez .

Connie Thompson
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and Indian.  Many of our residents 
that lef t the Valley ’s farms and 
Pueblos to seek employment out 
of the area are now returning to 
f ind employment opportunit ies in 
Los Alamos.  The Valley ’s Northern 
New Mexico Community College 
has been a big asset in preparing 
students for sk i l led, higher paying 

located in downtown Los 
Alamos and has a sate l l i te 
of f ice in Española .  The 
locat ions af ford the LSBA 
Group the oppor tunit y to 
operate “where the act ion 
is” whi le a l lowing smal l  
businesses greater and more 
immediate access to those 
who wi l l  promote their 
interests .

Because this program wi l l  
re ly pr imar i ly on a people -
to -people e f for t ,  we are 
using this issue to introduce 

•

Connie Thompson
cont inued from page 1 

New Team Wil l  Be L ia ison to Smal l  Bus iness
cont inued from page 1 
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Vangie Trujillo
Taos, Mora, Northern Pueblos, 

Jemez and Cochiti Pueblos
(505) 665-296

vangie@lanl.gov

Janelle Vigil-Maestas
Rio Arriba

(505) 667-2390
vigil-m@lanl.govCarlos Chacon

Los Alamos, Sandoval
(505) 665-4284

cchacon@lanl .gov

Laboratory Small 
Business Advocacy Locations

Communit y Relat ions Of f ice
1619 Centra l  Avenue

P.O. Box 1663, MS A117
Los Alamos , NM 87545
Phone : ( 505) 665 - 4400

Fax : ( 505) 665 - 4411

Española Outreach Center
Nor thern New Mexico 

Communit y Col lege
921 Paseo de Onate
Espanola ,  NM 87532

Phone : ( 505) 753 -3682
Fax : ( 505) 7534679

(Thursdays and By Appointment 
with Tim Mar t inez 

( 505) 667-2390 )
Santa Fe County Chamber of Com-

merce
Santa Fe Premium Out let Mal l
8380 Cerr i l los Road, Sui te 302

Santa Fe , NM 87507

jobs in Los Alamos and other area 
businesses. The area’s standard 
of l iv ing has r isen, due in par t to 
jobs generated by LANL and its 
subcontractors.

Traf f ic to and from Los Alamos is a 
never-ending phenomenon.  Much 
of this increased traf f ic has been 

at tributed to the Valley ’s growth, 
workers commuting to and from Los 
Alamos, and Los Alamos /White Rock 
residents increasingly shopping in 
the Valley. The Los Alamos National 
Laboratory and the Española Valley 
have truly formed a community 
par tnership.

the people who wi l l  be your 
advocates to ensure that the 
goods and serv ices produced 
by your regional smal l  
businesses wi l l  get a f a ir and 
equit able promot ion within 
LANL .

These are the indiv idual team 
members ,  the ir ass ignments ,  and 
contact informat ion. Don’t be 
shy ~ i t ’s a two-way street .  They 
wi l l  welcome your inquir ies ,  
comments ,  and suggest ions .  

•

Tim Martinez
Santa Fe, San Miguel

(505) 665-4239
timothy@lanl.gov
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When the Rio Arriba County Fair 
and Rodeo rolls around in July, 
participants and spectators will 
flock to a brand new Rural Events 
Center on the road to El Rito.  
The center, consisting of an office 
building, a multipurpose exhibit 
hall and arena, was planned, de-
signed and built with grant writ-
ing and other assistance from Los 
Alamos National Laboratory.

More than 150 people, including 
past and present county officials, 
attended the opening of the center 
on January 30. Rio Arriba County 
Manager Lorenzo Valdez said the 
project will enhance activities that 
are critical to sustaining rural com-
munities

“The Rural Events Center will be 
focused primarily on the needs of 
traditional agriculture and the ru-
ral economic activities of Rio Ar-
riba County,” Valdez said.  “These 
will include water rights, water 
economics, irrigated land protec-
tion, environmental matters, crop 
and livestock enhancements, new 
science and technology, marketing, 
business training, and youth activi-
ties. “

The concept of a centrally-located 
facility dates back more than a de-
cade and the more than $1 million 
project has been in development 
since 1999. Since the project’s 
earliest stages, the Lab and Lab 
employees have played key roles.  
Laboratory grant writing assis-
tance helped procure $100,000 
for the original feasibility study, 
and a subsequent $525,000 USDA/
CDBG Grant for construction. In 
addition,  the Lab’s Community 
Relations Office Outreach Team 
Leader, Mick Trujillo, took a per-

sonal interest in the project.  Tru-
jillo is an Abiquiu rancher whose 
family has participated in 4-H and 
FFA activities for generations.
“Mick Trujillo became very inter-
ested in the mission the county 
undertook with this project,” 
Valdez said.  “As a local resident, 
he has had a keen interest in the 
development of the arena and con-

sulted with us in designing it and 
acquiring the equipment.”
 
A member of the Rio Arriba 
County Fair Board of Direc-
tors, Trujillo said he was an early 
advocate of a new location for 
the Fairgrounds, pointing out that 
the old location in Arroyo Seco 
is actually in Santa Fe County. He 
is particularly enthusiastic about 

the activities center, which boasts 
facilities including showers, lockers 
and changing room and a commer-
cial-type kitchen.  Future plans for 
the center include a stadium for 
rodeos and horse shows.

County extension service head 
Roberta Rios and her staff have 
moved into the new office build-

ing, and she is optimistic about the 
possibilities the center offers.

“It has given us more room to 
conduct the educational programs 
we’re chartered to do,” she said. 
“As part of the New Mexico State 
University’s College of Agricultural 
Economics, Cooperative Exten-
sion Services has an office in every 
county to bring research-based 

3

cont inued on page 5

A ss i s t ing  w i th  t he  r ibbon cu t t ing  a t  t he  new R io Arr iba  
Count y  Rur a l  Event s  Center  are ,  le f t  to  r i gh t ,  Count y  
Commiss ioner s  Moi ses  Mora le s ,  Andrew Chavez ,  and E l i a s  
Cor iz ;  former Count y  Commiss ioner,  A l f redo Montoya ;  
Count y  E x tens ion Ser v ice s  head ,  Rober t a  R ios ;  Nat iona l   
4 - H Treasurer  A l f redo Montoya ;  and 4 - H s t a f fe r  Mar i a  
E lena  J ar ami l lo ;  and Count y  Manager,  Lorenzo Va ldez .

Lab Technical Assistance Program Supports Regional Needs
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Education Programs Serve Valley Students And Teachers

Española Midd le School  
teacher Dolores Sa l a zar had 
only been teaching in a  genera l  
educat ion c l assroom for one 
year when she was asked to 
jo in the Math and Sc ience 
Academy.   Now in her four th 
year in the program, she 
count s herse l f  lucky that  she 
d iscovered i t  so ear ly  in  her 
teach ing career.

“ I  was ver y na ïve about 
educat ion and how complex 
i t  rea l l y  i s ,”  she sa id recent ly.  
“ I  thought content and 
knowledge were enough but 
boy,  was I  wrong.”

The Math and Sc ience Academy 
( MSA) ,  s t ar ted in 2000 by the 
Nor thern New Mexico Counc i l  
on Exce l lence in Educat ion ,  
focuses on s t andards-based 
educat ion us ing the most 
recent research -based 
concept s and ins truc t iona l  
s t r ateg ies .   Heav y emphas i s  

i s  p l aced on assessment and 
dat a ana lys i s .  Eva luators 
for the program have found 
that  s tudent achievement 
has increased s tead i l y  for 
s tudent s of  the teachers in 
the program.

“MSA has t aught me how 
to honest ly  assess s tudent 
learn ing on paper,  which 
rea l l y  va l idates you as a  
teacher,”  Sa l a zar sa id .   “ I t  
has  a l so t aught me how to 
t ake the benchmarks and 
s t andards ,  a long wi th the 
curr icu lum, and put the 
p ieces together.   Ever y MSA 
teacher has p l anned out 
the ir  ent ire school  year,  
incorporat ing the concept s 
s tudent s wi l l  need to know to 
do we l l  on the s t andard ized 
tes t s .”

Sa l a zar teaches soc ia l  s tud ies 
and g ives as  an example the 
concept of  cu l ture .   “Our 

benchmarks and s t andards 
require us to teach s tudent s 
to ana ly ze cu l ture ,”  she 
expla ined .   “ So what  i s  
impor t ant to cu l ture ?  I t ’s  a  
be l ie f  sys tem, re l ig ion ,  food ,  
l i v ing pat terns ,  and so on .  We 
use New Mexico h is tor y to 
underst and cu l ture .”

 Cassandra Ol ivas i s  in  
her f i r s t  year in the Math 
and Sc ience Academy.   The 
seventh -grader,  whose mother 
teaches k indergar ten in the 
d is t r ic t ,  en joys math and 
soc ia l  s tud ies and asp ires to 
be a r ad io log is t .   Cassandra 
sa id she par t icu l ar ly  
apprec iates get t ing more 
ind iv idua l  at tent ion from her 
teachers ,  who communicate 
wi th one another about her 
progress .  She added that  her 
fr iends who are in the MSA 
program a l so l ike how i t  
works .

“They jus t  want us to focus on 
learn ing and we respec t  that ,  
“  she sa id .  “They seem to 
en joy teaching us .”

“The teachers are cheer fu l  
because they ’re less  s t ressed 
out ,”  Sa l a zar sa id .   “The ir  
ent ire school  year i s  a l l  
mapped out .”

Sa l a zar sa id co l l aborat ions 
are a b ig  par t  of  MSA .  The 
Española Midd le School  team 
meets once a week a f ter 
school ,  and three t imes a 
year they meet wi th the ir  
co l leagues in the program 
from Chama ,  Mora ,  and 
Pojoaque .

continued on page 5

E s p año l a  M idd l e  S c hoo l  so c i a l  s t ud i e s  t e ac he r  Do lo re s  S a l a z a r  he l p s  
7t h  g r ade r  C a s s and r a  O l i v a s  l o c a t e  S ou t h  A me r i c a n  coun t r i e s  on  
t he  c l a s s roo m m ap .   B o t h  a re  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t he  M a t h  a nd  S c i e n ce  
Ac ade my,  now i n  i t s  f ou r t h  ye a r  a t  E s p año l a  M idd l e  S c hoo l .
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programs to the public.  These 
include agriculture, home eco-
nomics, and youth and community 
development programs. We can 
now conduct all of our teaching 
opportunities and workshops in a 
central location in the county.”

Rio Arriba County has also    
developed a distance learning 
service capabil ity to deliver 
educational , web-based semi-
nars and programs to area fami-
lies.  The county has acquired 
computers that are currently in 
storage while technical advisors 
explore connectivity options.
 
“We have great visions for the use 
of this center,” Rios said.

The Lab’s involvement with the 
Rural Events Center project is 
just one example of contribu-
tions made through the Commu-
nity Technical Assistance (CTA) 
program initiated in 2000 as a 
pilot grant-writing project with 
the approval of the Department 
of Energy.  Since that time, more 
than $2 million in grants have been 
obtained for a variety of programs, 
including the Math and Science 
Academy, the Northern New Mex-
ico Supplier Alliance, and the City 
of Española’s Youth Center Project 
(see related story on page 6). 

The Lab recently subcontracted 
the program to the Regional De-
velopment Corporation (RDC), 
which will provide the regional 
service with an emphasis on busi-
ness infrastructure development 
support.  The RDC plans to match 
identif ied needs for economic 
development with requests for 
grant writing assistance within the 
regional community.

5
Lab Technical  Assistance Program 
cont inued from page 3 

•

“You’ l l  see a lot  of  cons is tency 
from one c l assroom to 
another,”  Sa l a zar sa id .   
“ Student s  l ike Cassandra can 
rea l l y  exce l  in  an atmosphere 
l ike th i s ,  and the more 
average s tudent s a l so bene f i t  
enormous ly.”  

Sa l a zar sa id that  even the 
school ’s  nonpar t ic ipat ing  
teachers apprec iate the pos i t i ve 
env ironment for learn ing that  
the program has created .

“ Some teachers can’t  
par t ic ipate because they hold 
jobs a f ter school ,  or they 
coach or re feree spor t s ,”  she 
sa id .   “But ever yone f i t s  in  
somewhere .”  

This  year there are more than 
50 MSA teachers ,  inc lud ing 
e lementar y teachers ,  at  n ine 
schools  in  four d is t r ic t s .   The 
program cons is t s  of  intens ive 
t r a in ing dur ing a  three -week 
summer ins t i tute ,  week ly s i te -
based meet ings a f ter school ,  
cogni t ive coaching s ix t imes a 
year,  deve lopment of  ind iv idua l  
re f lec t ive por t fo l ios ,  and 
week ly on l ine d iscuss ions with 
the whole MSA communi t y.   
The teachers commit to 200 
hours over the ir  contrac t  ever y 
year for a  min imum of  three 
years .  

The Laborator y ’s  pr ime 
contrac tors are a l so commit ted 
to promot ing economic 
deve lopment ,  work force 
deve lopment ,  and educat ion 
in the reg ion .   In  J anuar y,  KSL 
Ser v ices ,  the Lab’s  f ac i l i t ies  
and s i te - suppor t - ser v ices 
contrac t  company,  presented 
a check for $ 200 ,000 to the 
Math and Sc ience Academy.   Ed 

Burck le ,  d irec tor of  Economic 
Deve lopment and Program 
Integrat ion for KSL ,  made the 
present at ion at  a  ceremony 
at  Española Midd le School  
at tended by Española school  
board members and Lab 
of f ic i a l s ,  inc lud ing Direc tor G .  
Peter Nanos .  

At the ceremony,  Nanos to ld 
s tudent s ,  teachers ,  and school  
adminis t r ators that  he cred i t s  
h i s  s ix th -gr ade sc ience teacher 
for insp ir ing h im to exce l  in  
school .   

“ I ’ve never lost  my dr ive for 
sc ience s ince ,”  he sa id .

Another L ab subcontrac tor,  
Technolog y Integrat ion Group 
(TIG ) ,  recent ly  donated 20 
workst at ions to the Española 
schools  through the ir  TIG 
Computers for K ids program.  
Af ter be ing “bui l t ”  by a  team 
of  A lbuquerque h igh school  
s tudent s ,  the computers were 
ins t a l led in the l ibr ar ies  of  
the h igh school ,  both midd le 
schools ,  and a number of  
e lementar y schools  in  the 
d is t r ic t  by the schools ’  
technolog y d irec tor,  Ernest  
Garc i a .   

“We d is t r ibuted them 
accord ing to the number of  
s tudent s in the schools ,”  
Garc i a  sa id .   “And we put 
them in l ibr ar ies  ins tead of  
c l a ssrooms so they can be 
used by more s tudent s .”

Over the past  four years ,  
TIG’s  Computers for K ids 
program has donated near ly  
400 PCs and co lor moni tors to 
schools  and s tudent s .  

Lab Education Programs Serve Valley
cont inued from page 4

•
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Tru j i l lo a l so sa id that a Youth 
Center program is be ing deve loped 
with the school system to provide 
the curr iculum necessar y to he lp 
k ids who are suspended cont inue 
to learn at the Youth Center so 
they don’t  f a l l  too f ar behind .

“ I f  a  s tudent i s  suspended for 
a week ,  they can cont inue to 
learn at the center,” Tru j i l lo sa id .  
“We’re work ing with a l l  of  the 
area schools and the communit y 
col lege to deve lop these programs 
to catch the students and he lp 
them st ay current .”

Truj i l lo a l so sa id that the center 
wi l l  a l so be used as an adul t  learn-
ing f ac i l i t y 
from 8 a .m. 
to 3 p.m. 
Technology 
Integrat ion 
Group (TIG ) 
coordina-
tors have 
been asked 
to ident i f y 
computers 
that could 
be pur-
chased at a 
reduced cost 
or acquired 
at no cost 
for th is  pro -
gram.

“ I  touched base with the ‘ Let ’s  
Read’  program fo lk s and hopefu l ly,  
they ’ l l  prov ide reading tutors for 
both adul t s and k ids who don’t  
know how to read ,” Tru j i l lo sa id .  
“Then from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. we’l l  
have tutors ,  mentors and teach-
ers ava i l ab le for ever yone on a 
volunteer bas is .  We already have 
volunteers .”

The Laboratory a l so commit ted 
to have a s t a f f  member ser ve on 
the Youth Center Commit tee and 
provide project  deve lopment .

Ol iv i a Mar t inez ,  from the Lab’s 
Communit y Re lat ions Of f ice ,  
ser ves on the Youth Center Com-
mit tee .

“This i s  a long overdue f ac i l i t y 
in Española .  The Laboratory wi l l  
prov ide technica l  ass is t ance and 
volunteers ,  once the programs 
are in p lace ,” Mar t inez sa id .  “The 
area schools who are par t ic ipat-
ing inc lude McCurdy,  Vic tory 
Fa i th ,  and the Nor thern New 
Mexico Communit y Col lege .” 

The Youth Center Commit tee is  
researching a number of  poss i -
b i l i t ies to he lp the Youth Center 
secure sust a inab le funding.  The 
Commit tee is  a l so searching for a 
Youth Center d irector.

“Local  c i t izens have sa id that they 
would l ike the center to of fer 
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Regional Partners Collaborate on Youth Center Project

Los Alamos Nat ional  Labora-
tory,  the Cit y of  Española ,  the 
Española Val ley Schools and KSL 
Serv ices are join ing together to 
provide more oppor tuni t ies and 
fun for youth in our reg ion .   The 
Youth Center,  which suppor ters 
hope wi l l  open i t s  doors soon, i s  
a broad col l aborat ion between a 
number of  agencies dat ing back 
severa l  years .

Española Cit y Counci lor J .  Patr ick 
Truj i l lo p layed a pivota l  ro le in 
the designat ion of  the transpor t-
ab le bui ld ings ,  which the Lab sa l -
vaged and donated ,  for the youth 
center.  

Tru j i l lo sa id that communit y 
involvement in th is  project i s  
s trong ,  and i t s  advocates inc lude 
the Cit y of  Española ,  the County,  
the business communit y,  the 
schools ,  Juveni le Probat ion ,  and 
communit y ac t iv is t s .

“The Cit y Counci lors met and 
told everyone involved that they 
needed to deve lop the programs 
to use th is  new fac i l i t y,” he sa id .  
“We’re work ing with the Juveni le 
Just ice Board and everyone to de -
ve lop posi t ive resources for youth 
to avoid drugs .”

The Juveni le Just ice Board got in -
volved because many groups were 
doing good th ings but they were 
over lapping ,  Tru j i l lo sa id .  

“The Juveni le Just ice Board wi l l  
focus and ampl i f y  the capabi l i t y of  
doing great work ,” Tru j i l lo sa id .  
“ So now there’s less over lap and 
everyone can st i l l  he lp.”

Regiona l Par t ners Col laborate 
cont inued on page 7

The Española Youth Center will provide tutors, teachers, and 
mentors to area youth .  KSL Ser v ices ’  p l anned comple t ion 
date for the Center i s  l a te summer o f  20 04 .



a los alamos national lab o ra to ry pub li ca tionvolume 5, number 2             March 2004the laboratory connection 7
Regional  Par tners  Col laborate
cont inued from page 6

programs that ser ve not only s tu -
dents on probat ion ,  but a l so have 
programs that encourage students 
to do bet ter in math and sc ience 
and to pursue a col lege educat ion ,” 
Mar t inez sa id .

When KSL became the Lab’s f a -
c i l i t ies and s i te -suppor t-ser v ices 
contractor,  i t s  management team 
of fered to renovate the donated 
bui ld ings as par t of  i t s  communit y 
deve lopment commitment .

“We wanted to st ar t in ear ly 2003 
but we could not secure a con-
struct ion permit from the St ate un-
t i l  l ate l ast  year,” sa id Ed Dalene ,  
Director of  Project Management 
for KSL .  “We wi l l  f in ish the e lec-
tr ica l  work in another month and 
once that happens ,  we’l l  be ab le 
to do the structural  work on the 
ins ide .  We’re hoping to have every-
th ing completed by th is  summer.  ”

The Youth Center i s  just one of  
the outreach in i t i at ives to which 
KSL has commit ted ,  Dalene sa id .  
The company a l so focuses on 
work ing with smal l  bus inesses and 
a work sk i l l s  retra in ing program 
ca l led “Otra Vez .”

“The job sk i l l s  retra in ing i s  about 
an $ 800 ,000 project ,” Dalene sa id .  
“  I t  he lps re leased pr isoners learn 
new sk i l l s  to get them to contr ib -
ute posi t ive ly in the ir communit ies 
and in the work force .”

Dalene sa id that KSL would beg in 
work ing on the “Otra Vez” pro -
gram as soon as they f in ish the 
Youth Center.  Many KSL manag-
ers are ac t ive members of  var ious 
Española communit y boards and 
other non-prof i t  organizat ions .

“We want to concentrate our out-
reach commitment to the Española 

.

The recent drought condit ions across the Southwest have 
focused at tent ion on the need to develop and communicate 
a sc ient i f ic understanding of water resources .    There are 
s igni f icant gaps in our basic scient i f ic understanding of how 
much groundwater is avai l ab le ,  the chemical  qual i t y of the 
water,  and i f  i t  can be economical ly developed for use .

Many federal  and state agencies ,  local  governments ,  and Pueblos 
have under taken work in the areas of drought ,  hydrology 
and geology studies ,  water supply,  wastewater col lect ion and 
treatment ,  water qual i t y,  and water a l locat ion in the Española 
Basin in Nor thern New Mexico. The Lab’s Groundwater 
Protect ion Program funded development of a model of the 
Española Basin Aqui fer,  which provides groundwater for the Los 
Alamos / Española / Santa Fe region.  The Lab’s high-per formance 
comput ing f ac i l i t ies and advanced computer codes can create 
sophist icated 3 -D models that s imulate f low paths and the 
e f fects of pumping on the aqui fer.

E l izabeth Keat ing ,  a Lab hydrologist work ing on the project ,  
recent ly gave a presentat ion on the program to the City of 
Española’s Mayor and Publ ic Works Commit tee , comprised of 
c i t y counci l  members .

The Laboratory be l ieves that what is needed now is a 
comprehensive research and technica l  ass ist ance of f ice that 
draws together the informat ion from al l  reg ional e f for ts ,  and 
promotes the shar ing of in format ion and col laborat ion on 
research e f for ts and technica l  ass ist ance .

The Los Alamos Nat ional Laboratory ’s Water Research 
Technica l  Assist ance Of f ice wi l l  be establ ished “of f  the Hi l l” 
in a Nor thern New Mexico community to promote sc ient i f ic 
col laborat ions on water research and the shar ing of water 
resources data and informat ion.  The of f ice wi l l  a lso assist local  
communit ies and the publ ic with water resources quest ions and 
problems, provide educat ional mater ia ls and guest speakers 
re lated to water research , and assist local communit ies with 
water-re lated economic development .  The program wi l l  ass ist 
smal l  business in technology development , evaluat ion , and 
commercia l izat ion.

The new of f ice wi l l  coordinate Laboratory water-re lated 
research and technica l  ass ist ance with local  governments in 
the region and provide technica l  suppor t to the Nor thern New 
Mexico Water Qual i t y Project .  

Char l ie Nylander of the Lab’s Groundwater Protect ion Program 
wi l l  be the director of the new of f ice .   

“We hope that our e f for ts wi l l  f i l l  the sc ient i f ic in format ion 
gaps to enable bet ter water resource decis ions ,” Nylander 
said .   “We also hope to streng then the par tnerships and 
col laborat ions in the Española Basin .”

Water Research Of f ice Will 
Promote Scientif ic Collaborations

•
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New Team Wi l l  Be  Lab  L i a i son  
to  Sma l l  Bus i ne s s

Lab  Techn i c a l  As s i s t ance  Program
Suppor t s  Reg iona l  Needs

Educa t ion  Programs  Ser ve  
Va l l ey  S tuden t s  and  Teacher s

Reg iona l  Pa r tner s  Co l l abora te  
on  Youth  Center  P ro j ec t

Water  Research  Of f i ce  Wi l l  
P romote  Sc i en t i f i c  Co l l abora t ions

Vo lun teer  Judges  Encourage  
Fu ture  Sc i en t i s t s

Lab technic ian Len Valer io quest ions 11th 
grader Migue l Gal legos about his project 
at the recent McCurdy School sc ience f a ir.   
Gal legos’ project was on g lossaphobia ,  
the fear of publ ic speak ing.   He measured 
the b lood pressure of subjects in d i f ferent 
age groups before and af ter g iv ing publ ic 
presentat ions .   Valer io has been a volunteer 
for more than 23 years .   He puts in more 
than 1,000 hours of volunteer t ime annual ly 
and specia l izes in sc ience f a irs .

Volunteer Judges Encourage 
Future Scientists
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