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ROLES OF THE RWMC AND THE RWMC BUREAU

The Radioactive Waste Management Committee (RWMC) is one of the standing technical
committees of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development’s Nuclear Energy
Agency (NEA).  The goal of the RWMC, as reflected in the NEA Strategic Plan, is as follows:

“To assist member countries in the area of management of radioactive waste
and materials, focusing on the development of strategies for the safe,
sustainable and broadly acceptable management of all types of radioactive
waste, in particular long-lived waste, and spent fuel.”

The means used to achieve the RWMC goal, as described in the NEA Strategic Plan, are
identified below.

Bring about a shared and broad-based understanding on the management of radioactive waste
and materials, particularly in the long-lived waste area by: 

• Providing multi-disciplinary fora for exchanging information and experience and for
promoting an open dialogue amongst waste management implementers, regulators,
policy specialists at government level, research and development specialists, and
stakeholders; 

• Issuing collective opinions on topical issues; and

• Preparing documents and databases on national waste management frameworks and
approaches for technical specialists, as well as decision makers, opinion formers, and
stakeholders.

 
Facilitate the elaboration of waste management strategies at national and international level by: 

• Reviewing strategies adopted by Member Countries, with a view to identifying and
analyzing emerging technical and policy issues, and improving understanding and
consensus; 

• Organizing peer reviews of national programs for such activities as research and
development, and performance assessment, as requested; 

• Examining and improving approaches for performing long-term safety analyses and for
documenting safety cases; 

• Examining criteria for stepwise decision-making; 

• Preparing good-practice documents; and

• Liaisoning with other relevant, international institutions. 
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Help elaborate common regulatory approaches in the management of radioactive waste by: 

• Identifying and analyzing emerging regulatory issues associated with the waste
management strategies of Member Countries; 

• Promoting the dialogue between waste management implementers and regulators, to
identify and address future regulatory challenges and integrate technical and non-
technical approaches; and

• Reviewing regulatory bases, requirements and criteria, and licensing processes with a
view to supporting regulatory approaches. 

Enable the management of radioactive waste and materials to benefit from progress of
scientific and technical knowledge by: 

• Reviewing the state of the art of scientific and technical bases of geological disposal
concepts and decommissioning technology for nuclear facilities, with a view to
identifying areas where additional efforts are required; 

• Promoting co-operative efforts to compile internationally applicable data and
information, and benchmarking exercises; 

• Promoting joint technical initiatives in support of repository development and
decommissioning technologies; 

• Promoting initiatives to maintain relevant competencies, as well as the accumulated
knowledge, within organizations, during the execution of long-term waste management
and decommissioning projects; and

• Promoting initiatives to transfer current waste management and decommissioning
knowledge to future nuclear systems, including new fuel cycles. 

The role of the RWMC Bureau is: 

• To provide guidance to the Secretariat and the RWMC working parties on issues that
may arise between regular RWMC meetings; 

• To recommend, to the RWMC, solutions to issues raised by the RWMC working parties;
and 

• To facilitate the exchange of information between the RWMC and the RWMC working
parties.

The RWMC Bureau consists of five members representing the balance of the RWMC
membership.  Thus, over time, the average composition of the Bureau is of two representatives
from waste management agencies, two representatives from regulatory authorities, and one
representative from a government policy body. 
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The RWMC Bureau helps prepare the agenda of the RWMC plenary meetings and the decision
basis regarding the initiatives of the committee.  The Bureau members are in frequent contact
with the Secretariat and, in their meetings, involve, as appropriate, the Chairmen of the working
parties and task groups under RWMC.  Furthermore, nominated members of the RWMC
Bureau may follow specific initiatives, working groups, etc., in detail, to ensure that findings are
properly communicated within the Bureau, and to the RWMC. 

The Bureau members are elected from the members of the RWMC.  To preserve continuity of
the RWMC program and, at the same time contribute new expertise in the leadership of the
RWMC, the Bureau members generally serve one or two terms of three to four years. 




