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Factors for Locating Hazards

Not observable
Unknown to those exposed
Effect delayed
New risk
Risks unknown to science

Observable
Known to those exposed
Effect immediate
Old risk
Risks known to science

Controllable
Not dreaded
Not catastrophic
Equitable
Individual
Easily reduced
Voluntary

Uncontrollable
Dreaded
Catastrophic
Not equitable
Affects many
Risk is increasing
Involuntary

Sources:  “Facts and Fears: Understanding Perceived Risk” By Paul Slovic. Baruch Fischoff, and
Sarah Lichtenstein in Societal Risk Assessment:  How Safe is Safe Enough?  Plenum Publishing
Corp., New York, 1980.


