Unit 3 Lesson 2
Societal Concerns and National Policy Transparency
Ordering of Perceived Risk
ACTIVITY OR TECHNOLOGY WOMEN VOTERS ~ STUDENTS MEMBERS  EXPERTS
Muclear power 1 1 8 20
Motor wehiclas 2 5 3 1
Handguns 3 2 1 4
Smoking 4 3 4 2
Motorcyclas 5 & 2 E
Alcoholic beverages £ 7 5 3
General {private} aviation 7 15 11 12
Palica work 8 & 7 17
Pasticides 5 15 ]
Surgery 10 11 9 3
Fire fighting 1 10 & 18
Large construction 12 14 12 13
Hurting 13 18 10 23
Spray cans 14 1z 23 28
Mountain climbing 15 2z 12 25
Bicycles 1€ 24 14 13
Commercial aviation 17 16 18 16
Elactric Powar (non-nuclear) 18 19 19 -]
Swimming 15 20 17 o
Contraceptives 20 e 22 11
Skiing 21 23 16 30
¥-rays 22 17 24 7
High-scheol and college football 23 26 21 27
Failroads 24 23 20 i%
Food preservatives 23 1z 28 14
Food coloring 26 20 30 21
Power mowears 27 28 23 28
Prascription antibiotics 28 21 26 24
Home appliances 29 27 27 22
Vaccinations 30 29 29 25
Source: “Facts and Fears: Understanding Perceived Risk” by Paul Slovic, Baruch Fischoff, and Sarah Lichtenstein in
Societal Risk Assessment: How Safe is Safe Enough? Plenum Publishing Corp., New York, 1980.
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