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Robert A. Cashell, Sr. 
Mwor 
(775) 334-2001 
(775) 334-2097 Fax 
cashellr@ci.reno.nv.us 
Web site: cityofieno.com 

December 12,2006 

M. Lee Bishop 
EIS Document Manager 
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management 
155 1 Hillshi  Drive, MIS 01 1 
Las Vegas, NV 89134 

"The most livable of Nevada cities; 
the ficus ofcu1ture, commerce and 
tourism in Northern Nevaa'a." 

VIA FAX 1-800-967-0739 

zpa~-u 

Dear Mr. Bishop: 

I am writing to you today, to request that the City of Reno's comments in oppositian to the possible 
alignment of the Mina route to Yucca Mountain be included in your report. The City of Reno is greatly 
concerned with the sudden change in plans to now study the Mina route. We feel this unduly impacts the 
quality of Life of Northern Nevadans, as it would move large amounts. of high level waste and spent fuei 
directly through Nevada's second largest metropolitan area. 

The City of Reno has a long history of vigorously opposing any nuclear waste shipments to Nevada. 
Over the past 20 plus years, the Reno City Council has adopted no less than four Resolutio'ns, publicly 
stating its opposition to the location of a high-level nuclear waste deposit.facilit-y in Southern Nevada and 
furthez opposing any transportation of waste through Reno and Washoe Comty. Attached for your 
review are the following Resolutions: 

Resolution No. 4056 (January 14, 1985) - Opposing the tentative site selection of Yucca Mountain. 
Resolution No. 5265 (August 13,1996) - Declaring Reno a 'Wuclear Free Zone" 
Resolution No. 5430 (November 18, 1997) - Opposing the transportation of waste on the Donner 

Rail Pass and through the City of Reno 
Resolution No. 5950 (March 12, 2002) - Reaffhing its strung opposition to the transportation of 

high level radioactive waste anywhere in Nevada, and objecting to attempts by the Congress of the United 
States to preempt Nevada's legitimate permitting authority for Yucca Mountain. 

I would ask that you please make each Resolution a part of your formal record, along with the 
comments contained in this letter. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and please feel h e  to 
contact me should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor ./ 

cc: Renocity Council 
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R680LUTION NO. - G 5 6  

INTRODUCED BY COIlXJCILMEMBER Howard 

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING OPPOSITION TO LOCATION OF 
A NUCLEAR WASTE DEPOSIT FACILITY IN SOUTBERN NEVADA 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Energy has 

tentatively identified Yucca Mountain, located i n  Southhem Nevada, 

as one of three possible sites for t h e  establiehmont of a National 

Nuclear Waate Deposit ~acility; and 

WHEREAS, the development of Yucca Mountain as a radio- 

active waste dump would require the transportation of such waste 

through Reno and Washoe County; and 

WHEREBS, a tourist-recreation based economy could be 

seriously harmed by an accident involving high~levol radioactive 

material and the resulting media coverage; and 

WHEREAS, Nevada has contributed substantially to the 

United States  nualear program by providing the nation's s i t e  f o r  

nuclear weapons t e s t ing .  

NOW, THEREFOE€E, BE IT RESOLVED by t h e  Reno City Council 

that we axe opposed to the location of a hiqh-level  nuclear wasto 

deposit f a c i l i t y  in Southern Nevada. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we are opposed to the trans- 

portation through Reno and Washoe County of high level radioactive 

wasee generated in other areas on route to a waste disposal s i t e .  

On mation o f  Councilmember -- Howard , s~conded by 

Counc ilmember Scott , the foregoing RssoLution w a s  passed 

and adopted this 14th day of January, 1985, by t h e  fo l l ow ing  vote of 

the Council: 
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AYES: Howard, Scot t ,  Lehners,_Pine, Nunez, Sfefrazza 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None ABSENT ; Thornton 

APPROVED this 14th day of 3 

- 
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A  SOLW WON REAFF~RMNG owosrnoN m LocAnoN OF 
A NUCLEAR WASTE DEPOSIT FACILITY 1N SOUTHERN NEVADA AND 

DECLARING WE C17Y OF RENO TO BE A NUCLEAR F F E  mNE 

WHEREAS, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, is the only site being studied 
for a permanent geological repository, which brings the possibility of 
continuous hazardous radioactive shipments through Reno; and 

WHEREAS, pending legislation in Congress directs the Department 
of Energy to site an interim storage facility for all of the nuclear 
industry's spent fuel to be stored above ground; and 

WHEREAS, shipment of foreign reactor spent fuel through 
downtown Reno is one of two alternatives for transporting the high level 
nudear waste from Concord Naval Weapons Station to the Idaho. National 
Engineering Laboratory; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed rail route is adjacent to approximately 
forty miles of the Truckee River, which is our region's main source of 
water and an accident invoking a serious spill would be a hazard to all 
life in our region; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed route runs through the heart of Reno's 
tourist district and could have a negative impact economically on the 
region's tourist economy; and 

WHEREAS, the possibility exists for increased transportation and 
therefore accidents due to the merger between the Union Pacific and the 
Southern Pacific Railroads; and 

WHEREAS, the emergency response services of the City may be 
unable to fully contain the effects of an accldent involving the 
transportation of hazardous radioactive materials, and 

WHEREAS, the Reno City CouncH adapted Resolution No. 4056 on 
January 14, 1985; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Nevada passed A.B. 222 which prohibits the 
storage of high level nuclear wmte within it borders. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Reno City Council that we 
are opposed to the location of a high level nudear waste deposit facility 
in Southern Nevada. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we are opposed to the 
transportation through Reno and Washoe County of high level radioactive 
waste generated in other areas en route to a waste disposal site. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Reno is hereby declared 
a Nuclear Free Zone. 

On motlon of Councilmember Pilzner , seconded by 
Councilmember Pearce , the foregoing Resolotfan was passed and 
adopted the 13th day of August, 1996, by the following vote of the 
Council: 

AYES: Pilzner, Pearce, Bascheff, Herndon, Camp and Pruett 

NAYES: None 

A M A I N :  ~ n m  ABSENT:  xif fa 

APPROVED thjs 13th day of August 996. 

J L M W  
JEFF GRIFFIN, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
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~ L U T Z O N  NO. 5430 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER Berndba 

A RESOLWITON OF THE COUNCE OF THE CTI'Y OF RENO, 
NEVADA, O ~ G T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  OF SPENT MJCUAR 
FUEt rR0MFOREIC;N RESEARCEI REACTORS IN INDONESU 
AND SOUTH KOREA, VIA THE CONCORD NAVAL WEAPONS 
STATION IN CALIPORNL4, TO THE IDAHO NATIONAL 
E N G ~ G A M ) E N V I R O ~ A L ~ R A T O h t Y  ALONG 
THE UNION P A C I F I C / S O ~  PAQFIC DONNER PASS 
ROUTE T3BRouGE THE CITY OFRENO 

\NHEREAS, tht City of Reno, Nevada, a municipal carporation, ("City" or "bmcil") is concerned 

that the United States Dqmtment of Energy (DOE) is considering abmt ive  routes fbr the -on 

by rail ofsgcnt nuclear fUel firan fdign d reactom in Indonair and South Kowa, via the Concard 

Naval Weapons Station in California, to the Idaho National Engineering and EhvbnmMltal Laboratory 

(-1; and 
WHEREAS, on July IS, 1997, the Council diractcd the City Atbonay 'to pqme a lef&r to DOE 

Seore~ary Fsdetico P&t qmahg the Council's s t c q  desire to be fully infirmed of the planned spent 

nuclearhlshiplnentq~~mutesbellfyconsidered,andtotequastthat adequatetraining and 

planning be prwided to City officials; stid let& was dub forwarded on hly  17,1 W and 

WHEREAS, on September 16,1997, ~ ~ Y C I )  fiwn the DOE Idaho Operations OfEce 

apptarcd befon Council advising that it had been assipped the responsibility of transparting spent nuclear 

fucl fiom foreign rcsaarch reacton in Indonesia and South Koraa to INEEL in early 1998; and 

WHEREAS, tbc DOE Idaho explained ao Camcil that oat of tbe two most probable rail 

tmqxbth routes is the Dcnmer Pass r o e  via the Union P ~ S o L l t h e a n P ~ i f i c  rail line which traverses 

thKnlgh Reno, Nevada; and 

WHEREAS,at the Octobar 14,1997 City Council maetin$ the DOE'S so6ednling of 

of speat nuclwv fud shipnw via the Unim  outh he on Pecitic's Ihmer Pms rail rwte h a g h  the 

City uf Reno, was dimmed via input frwn hmsted parties including C i ' s  A w  and 

WHEREAS, Council has been infbrmad that at the Western Gowmor's Association matthy~ held 

m Salt Lake City, Utah an October 22 end 23,1997, DOE mpmsnt&ves stated tbat the routs selection 

decision amnot be formally made until a contract has been exacutad with Union Pacific Railroad, &e 

dc&mbd cerrier. DOE indicated that Union Pacific's F d c b  Rivar route north of Ram, Nevada will be 
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selected as the primary rwte and that the Union PacificlSouthern M c  Dormer Pass rail line tbrorrgh Reno, 

Nevada would be desigaated as an alternative mute in be used only in thc mnt of mfbrseen problems on 

the primary mube; and 

WHEREAS, local oScials and other lcnowledgcable partits believe that the Feather River Route, 

or same &er canbination of alt4tllathe port of entry and rail transportation corridor, should be thmughly 

explored by DOE in lieu of the Oonnnr Pass rail line which passes b u &  deasely popdated residentid and 

tourist areas of domtown Reno, Nevada, downtown Spetlcs, Nevada, and rnetmpditan Washoe County, 

Nevada. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rcno City Council does hereby oppose the 

prorrcwed selection of the Dormer Petss raiI route, fortfie trampomtion of spent nac!ear fid fiom Concord, 

California to INEEL, becansa of the inbercnt risks to the heavily popubd residential meas and tourist 

districts in the Truckce Meadows, and suppis the delay of any shipenis until ressonable ahnative  route^^ 

are desiignated- 

BE IT FUaTaER RESOLVED that the Rmo City Council requests assurances DOE that, 

nuclear fuel, the DOE will provide suflicient financial rcsomces, and specific mining and emergency 

planning coutsts for appmprhte local and state offictebls, to be able to mpond afktively to emergency 

events iavolving spentnuclwu h l  shipmenis to INEEL. 

On mation of Cotmil member Eerndon , seconded by Council munber 
w c e  , the foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted this 18th day 

of ~~ ,1997, by the fol(owing vote: 

Eerndon, Peatce, Hascheff, Revberg, 
AYES: Bsrman, Bianei, Griffin NAYS: None 

ABSENT. Hone ABSTm Hone 

3 DONALD J. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 5950 

RESOLUTION TO REAFFIRM OUR STRONG OPPOSITION TO TBE 
TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE OF sIGH LEVEL NUCLEAR 
WASTE IN NEVADA, AND OPPOSITION TO THE TRANSPOIYTATION 
OF HIGH LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE ANYWHERE LN NEVADA, 
OR ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND A'ITEMPTS BY TEE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PRE-EMPT NEVADA'S 
LEGITIMATE PERMflTING AUTHORITY FOR YUCCA MOUNTAIN. 

WHEREAS, the State of Nevada and the nation must confend with what has bemne a smgle- 
~ninded, coercive fedaal effort to turn Y m  Mombin rnto a m d i d v c  waste dhpcd site at any cost 
and by any means, h i e  the mwtain's flaws and the program's mcedadjea continue to mount; and, 

WHEREAS* theunited StaQs Congress decided first w k m  the storage sise would be located and 
have BtteTapted since thcn to meate science fhetjustifics this decision without success; and, 

\ICrHEREAS. on Friday, February 15, 2002, President Gecqe W. Bush emdomed S#xet;ary of 
Ewgy Spa~;cr Abnhu's -on to s b m  77,000 metric tens ofhigh-Ievel nuclear weste in a 
nuclear waste repository in Yucca mmtaiT.& anb 

WHEREAS, science has given way to nrw politics as the U.S. Department of Energy @OE) and 
mppmkm of DOE'S rtpositwy project in Congress have sought to obikcate asd compcnsatt for an eyer- 
multiplying set of flaws and pblems with the site d with the d o n  of transparting lmprecedented 
amounts of duuily sped nuclear fire1 and high-level nucleat wasb m s s  the c o w ,  and, 

WHEREAS, in August of 1999, DOE released fix public camment a draft EIS fa the Yucca 
Mountain repository project. A f k  ccmdud&g m &wive review, the Staa of Nevada cancluded that 
the &aft EX3 was s c r i d y  deficient, both l d y  and sukstmtbety; and, 

WHEREAS, the most potentially explosive aspect of the federal p r o m  is the reality timt bens of 
thousands of of deadly spent nucIeat futI and bigh-Imei radioactive waste will trawl the 
nation's highways and railroads - through 43 states and t h d  of wrmnunitiea, day a h  day ~ Q T  

upwards of40 v; and, 

WHEREAS, studies mdwalm by Srabe of Nevada remuchas found thM the value of property, 
especially along pobential nuclear waste shipping roufcs in CZark CaMty stand to be &matically affected 
should the Yuaca Mountain project go farward. Even under the most benign conditimts (i.e., what there 
are no projected radioactive waste acuidcnts), prom value losses are liHy along sbippmg uuridars, as 
wellasat distancesofuptothretltrilosframthcactunlhi~way ormi mule; and, 

WHEREAS, rescadem have buud that, in the cvent of an accident inmIving a mdioactive 
waste shipment destined for Yucca Moontain, property value declines could reach 30 percent or more fbr 
residential properties within the ~ ~ n t  corridors with ddnes of between 20 and 30 percent also 
anticipated fw commercial-office and idmtrbd buildings; and, 
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WHEREAS, studies by the State of Nevada and DOE ideate  that 43 states would be directly 
impacted by shipments to the proposed Yucca Mountain repository with Similar research by DOE 
idratifyhg 109 cities with populations over 100,000 that would be affected by such shipments; and, 

WHEREAS, the transportation of nucIear waste is highly susceptible to terrorist attack because 
the shipments of the spent nuclear waste involve long duration, highly visible, nation&& shipping 
campaim that those sbipmmts will be regular and predictable to a single destination; that the increase in 
tk amount of spent fie1 shipped and the increased numbers of trucks and ml shipments annually wuld 
average several cask shipments per day, every day, for 30 years; and that the implications for shipments 
thmugh heavily populated areas and through locations that place shipmepk in significantly 
disadvmtagmus tactical positions; and, 

WHEREAS, the impacts of a  success^ terrorist attack on a truck cask would mean a dose of at 
least 310.000 pcrson-rcm, resulting in at least 150 Otal cancers, with a d v n ~ e  economic impacts, 
inciuding business losses and cleanup costs to be as high as $20 billion; and, 

WHEREAS, on January 14, 1985. the Reno City C m i l  adopted Resolution No. 4056, opposing 
the location of a hi&lwel nuclear waste deposit facllity in Southern Nevada and opposing the 
mmpxhtibn of high-level nuclear waste through Rew and Washoe C o w ,  and. 

WEEREAS, on August 13, 1996, fhe Reno Ci!y Council adopted Resolution No. 5265 
reafbning its opposition to the location of a high-level nuclear waste deposit facility in Southern Nevada 
and continuing to oppose the tragmbtion of high-level radioactim waste though Reno; 

NOW, l'HEFS?OR.E, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Rem that we 
reaftkm our stmng opposition to the t r a n w o n  and storage of high level nuclear waste in Nevada and 
we support the Govanor in any action that he deems necessary to protect the citizens of tbe State. of 
Nevada; wd, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that wc remain strongly oppmed to the transpatdion of high 
level radioactive waste -here in Nevada, a across the United States and attempts by Congress of  the 
United States to preempt Nevada's legitimate permitting authority for Yucca Mountain 

Upon motion by Council member 9 , secmdtd by Council member the foregoing 
Resolution was passed and aduptcd tius a day of March -2002 by the following vote: 

AYES: Gnffm, Aiazzi, Hascheff, Harsh, Rigdoa, Sfimarza-Hogan 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Doyle ABSTA.IN: None 

Appmved this 12* day of 

ATTEST: 


