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: EmRo County, Nev& Ctnnments on the Supplement to the Fireal Environmental 
I m p f  Statement$w o Geologic &positmy fm the Disposal of S- Nwlecu 
Farel and High-Level Maactive W m  at Ywcu Mount- Np Colu~y, NV 

Dear Dr. S\rmm-: 

l 3 m h  Chunky, Nev* is an &&xi unit of lacd govemmmt & S& 1 I6 of the 
Nudear Waste Policy Act as mended Under that secticm, we umduct md&t of fbe 
Yucca Momkin pjecf including full partkipntiioll irn the Natbd JhvhmaW 
Policy Act p m e s s  related to the proposed Yucca Mountain repository. 

The erbove ~ f m n a d  Notice of Intent .is of direct intarest to us. We are @ding the 
following coIIlmem to M !  the Ikpmnmt of- in the prepar;rtian of its 
S \ r p p l e m e a f t o t h e F ~ ~ n m d l m p s t c t ~ ~ f a r a G e o l ~ ~ f o ~  
the J X s p d  of Spent Ndear Fuel aad High-kd Itdim&e Waste at Ymwa 
A4imi&&NyeCamty,Nevada, W e a s k t h a t m ~ t s b e d d m d i n ~  
Slrpp1ment ta the .EE. 

The d m m w  scoping ofthis Supplement and the bba mute bas been cmdbing and 
incomplete. DOE shouldhave c o m m ~ i n a d h r m ~ ~ d e r s  indudingthe 
Affbwi Units ofW Go-ent  re^^^, I&  of^^, and the 



0rigina.U~ ROE dowed only 45 days fix tbe s t i d s e w  ad public to comment M w  
quests h m  the State of Nevada and other stakehlders, DOE pmvided aa additional 15 
daygf5raekrrCa~~~~fortheYucca~mtainpject,W~hisboth 
~ a m l c o ~ ,  a 9 0 d a y w ~ p e r i u d i s  t h e ~ t b a t ; o h o u l d b e  
~ s e d ~ m E , ~ a l l y w h e n ~ m d d r e ~ 1 l c ~ ~ ~ b s c o p e  
two major repository-related Envkmmtd Impact S- (EISs) at the sanae time. 

Zn addition, irre quest  that all referaxe docmmb for the Yucca Mountah 
Suppf- EB be available on Jim at the time of pubhbhg the draft Snpplementd 
EIS. 

TADS - 
Ont rcwm why the Supplement is neceseary is bmwe of tbe DepartarslS ofEmq&s 
recent deGisicrn to adopt the T m d n  Aging and I3isposal System (TADS), It is isour 
d e r d d h g  that DOE W v e s  $be TADS will simplifytbe challenge of a c a p h g  
kampdng and disgoaing of spent nuclear fwd to Yucca Mounsain from the c o m i a l  
p o w a ~ a a d ~ k B v i l l ~ f e s s h f f s e l ~ g g p d l a ~ o p e r a t Z o a s  
thanthepreriousdesiga 

The TAD system B simikto the Md-Purpose Canher @PC) sygtem proposed by 
WIEinthemid-1990's. I t w a s d ~ t o b e ~ d a t t h e t i t n e , t n r t w a s n e v a W l y  
s t a d i e d ~ r & I X 3 E , s w i k W p r i o ~ a w e r y h m ~ t ~ ] ~ b a ~ ~  
site 

. . AMedhistMpofDOE'scons~of"mut.tiplnp9se" 
~ ~ d i s p o S a ~ ~ ~ a n d y s i s o f t h e ~ . c p h p ~ w ~  
r j e c a d a t t h t t h e , m u s t b e ~ d t h e ~ E I § .  

Thc purpose of the EIS prooesli is tD Mom decision making. Whes DOE makes tk 
~ a n , a n d t h e n ~ ~ ~ S ~ j j U Q t i f y t h e d e ; c i s j l o n , ~ i t ~ p p e e r s t o ~ ~ w i t h .  
TADS, he gurpose ofNEPA is penme& d Mzmed d e t z b b n - e  is 

We mgg& tbat the W S  com- s w d  ~ ~ o m t d i s p o s l r l  dkmatiyes bcl* 
T~aadMPCaltrngwSthtfiem~m~e.~Thisshro~ui&deGision 
m b a  with idbmatia that b y  4 WOW meving forward with TADS. 

Tbe TAD system will likely teduce the wpaciv of mil csshP 0.e. - &wet h l  assemblies 
~ ~ ~ 0 I U m ~ p e r d ) .  II)liSWresultinm~inthenumberdcasks 
x e q u i r e d t o ~ h e 1 , w i t b a ~ ~ ~ i n ~ r n a f f b e r o f m i ~  The 
~ o f t h e T A D s y s t e m o n ~ ~ ~ o f ~ e n $ s b o u l d b e i d e n ~ e b  Theimpact 
U f a n y i n c r # r s e i n W & d a b i ~ a h a d d b e d  
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DOE should provide diagrams a d  detailed descripti0~19 of the TADS in the 
Supphmntal EIS. What i s  the sbtw of the TAD Wgn? Is the TAD li& by the 
NRC? What maderials will be used in fabrication, and how will the TAD i#hsibit 
cmsion? The Departmenctts recat reguest fbr proposal h m  vendors re* TADS 
is pmmhm. The EiS prscess should be completed befoxe DOE solicits paposals for a 
oonceptUmthasnotbeenvettedthn,ughtheNEPAprocess. 

Regarding public health and saf%ty, DOE must analyze the impact on worker M t h  anaE 
safety, public Wth and safety, and e p v i m h  cm-m of packaging irdated 
he1 in TADS at reactor sites, md of waste I x d h g  at the proposed repository. 

DOE mud d y z e  whether th% TADS is compatible with &vbg waste h m  h 
rqdttq.  W e  the quimnat is for H) years after the limt waste is emplaced, DOE 
analyze TAD$ retrimabiity in relation to t b ~  maximum amount of time it intends to be 
& l ~  to &eve waste. 

h e  of th major drawbacks of the Yucca Mountain site that was identified in the t 980's 
w a s p t e n t i a l ~ ~ & ~ g o v ~ p r o j e c $ d ~ p s e s i n ~ v i c i t r i t y ~ h  
Nevada Test Site. The SEIS &uld discXose the cumat d projected d c &  d 
d-k haw those conflicts will be resoIvd For example, the pmposed wmpms 
proauction ofplutmim triggers at the Nevada Test Site could pwmt r e s o w  
t r a n q m e  and Worger health and saf* hues for the Yucca M o m  project. 

The SEJS should update, disclose aad a n a l p  the m u i ~ v e  impacts of . .. mthe 
N d  Test Site and in ttbe vicinity of Yucca MoPrtaia. These include but are not 
l i m i t e d b ~ d p r o j M ~ l a h d a n d ~ e u s e s W c o u l d c 0 ~  
the rcjmhq pject, Othec DOE rebd  pmpdaals should be d y z e d  f ~ l u d @  the 
jmpac?~ of the Global Naclerar Energy Program (CtUEP.) 

The SEB sbonld pesmt the public with mmmt inkmation about the of the 
qmitory d its systems, including 'FADS. It should slsa relate directly to the 
i n f d m  being prepared fat the License Applioatim 5kmethm tk NEPA proass is 
&ed out a p t  from fhe actuerl phmbg d decision d g .  Wead it &odd be 
i . p t e g r a t e d ~ t b e p I ~ ~ m d t h e ~ a h o u l d k a b o l t p ~ ~ ~  
mllldnrr_ 
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It appears that DOE is writing tbis Supplement to d e W  its decision to w TADS, d m  
tbaa to determine tbs feasz'bility of TADS. 

Thank you for considerring our comments. 

R a n a l d m I e  
Public W& Dhstor  

w: Abby Ibhuson 
DiaaeCUKan~,  
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