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ENERGY RESEARCH

Biological and environmental research
The conferees support the important work conducted at the In-

halation Toxicology Research Institute. The conferees further un-
derstand that the Institute is reviewing ways to reduce its operat-
ing costs to the Department of Energy and to increase access to its
facilities by other Federal and non-Federal entities having research
needs. The conferees support these efforts to reduce costs and to
meet both Federal and non-Federal needs and requirements.

Any general reductions to this account should be allocated eq-
uitably across all program elements without terminating any pro-
grams unilaterally.

Fusion
The conferees have provided $244,144,000, an increase of

$15,000,000 over the House recommendation, for the fusion energy
program. This funding is to support a program in plasma science
and fusion technology, and continue United States participation in
the engineering design activities phase of the International Ther-
monuclear Experimental Reactor project to which the United
States is committed through fiscal year 1998. The conferees do not
agree with the Senate language which recommended transferring
computer work, termination, severance and separation costs to
other activities within the Department, and transferring the heavy
ion fusion program to defense activities.

With little prospect for increased funding for the fusion base
program over the next several years, it will be necessary for the
program to restructure its strategy, content and near-to-medium-
term objectives. The restructured program should emphasize con-
tinued development of fusion science, increased attention to concept
improvement and alternative approaches to fusion, and develop-
ment and testing of the low-activation structural materials so im-
portant for fusion’s attractiveness as an energy source.

The Department of Energy, with participation of the fusion
community and the Fusion Energy Advisory Committee, is in-
structed to prepare a strategic plan to implement such a restruc-
tured program, to be completed by December 31, 1995. This plan
should assume a constant level of effort in the base program for the
next several years; as appropriate, it should be integrated with
plans of the international fusion program; and it should address
the institutional makeup of a domestic program consistent with the
funding assumptions.

The conferees believe that, because of the stringent budget re-
alities facing this Nation, the promise of fusion energy can only be
realized through international collaboration. The high cost of fusion
development points to the increasing importance of international
cooperation as a means of designing, building, and financing major
magnetic fusion facilities in the future. Because the United States
has committed to such an approach, it is crucial that a restructur-
ing of the fusion program maintain a strong domestic base and not
undermine our credibility as a reliable international partner.
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Basic energy sciences
The conferees make no recommendation with regard to the

siting of the new spallation source project. The Department of En-
ergy shall make that determination in a fair and unbiased manner.
The conferees direct the Department of Energy to evaluate opportu-
nities to upgrade existing reactors and spallation sources as cost-
effective means of providing neutrons in the near term for the sci-
entific community while the next generation source is developed.
This evaluation shall be available prior to the Appropriations Com-
mittee’s hearings on the Department’s fiscal year 1997 budget sub-
mission.

For purposes of reprogrammings during fiscal year 1996, fund-
ing may be reallocated by the Department among all operating ac-
counts in basic energy sciences other than program direction.

Other energy research activities
The conferees agree that to the extent nonprogram specific

general plant projects and general plant equipment are required for
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Oak Ridge Institute for
Science and Education, they are to be funded within the Basic En-
ergy Science and Biological and Environmental Research programs,
respectively.

The conference agreement provides $18,000,000 for the labora-
tory technology transfer program. Within this funding, up to
$1,500,000 is available for severance costs for 17 current employ-
ees. The conferees recommend that the Department identify and
complete the most promising cooperative research and development
agreements during fiscal year 1996.

ENERGY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES

University science and education programs
The conferees have provided $20,000,000 for this portion of the

Department’s science and education activities. None of the funds in
this account may be used for salaries and expenses other than up
to $1,100,000 which is available for severance costs for the 27 em-
ployees currently managing this program.

In addition to this individual program, the Department of En-
ergy spends well over $100,000,000 throughout all programs to
support science and education activities. The conferees continue to
support science and education activities funded directly by pro-
grams and which have a direct correlation to programmatic needs.
The conferees do not agree to fund a separate bureaucracy set up
to manage only a small portion of the science and education activi-
ties of the Department. In fiscal year 1996, these activities are to
be managed by the Office of Energy Research as they were from
1977 to 1993. In that way, this science and education program will
be closely coupled with the Department’s research programs, and
the number of employees needed to support the program will be
significantly reduced.

The conference agreement does not contain specific funding di-
rections for science and education activities, but urges the Depart-
ment to consider the views expressed in the Senate report. The
conferees also encourage the Secretary of Energy to enter into an
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agreement with a qualified minority women’s model institution of
excellence to support curriculum development, research, training
and other activities related to energy research and environmental
restoration and waste management.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

(NON-DEFENSE)

The conferees agree with the House report language on the
Wayne, New Jersey project.

INDIAN ENERGY RESOURCES

From within available funds for the Energy Supply, Research
and Development appropriation account, $8,600,000 is provided for
Indian energy resources. The funding should be allocated to provide
$6,100,000 for continued preconstruction activities for the Navajo
transmission project, and $2,000,000 for the Haida Alaska Native
Village Corporation’s Reynolds Creek hydroelectric project. The
conference agreement includes $500,000 for the Crow Energy
Project, instead of $2,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The De-
partment is encouraged to work through the Western Area Tech-
nology Center in Butte, Montana, to provide any and all assistance
in making the Crow energy project a success.

Amendment No. 23: Deletes language proposed by the Senate
providing that within available funds $56,000,000 may be available
to continue operation of the Tokamak Fusion Test Reactor.

Amendment No. 24: Deletes language proposed by the Senate
providing that within the amount for Indian Energy Resource
projects, $2,000,000 may be made available to fund the Crow en-
ergy resources programs.

Amendment No. 25: Deletes language proposed by the House
providing $44,772,000 to implement provisions of section 1211 of
the Energy Policy Act of 1992.

Amendment No. 26: Deletes language proposed by the Senate
allocating additional funds for renewable energy resources and re-
ducing departmental administration funding.

URANIUM SUPPLY AND ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

The conference agreement adjusts the allocation of funding for
implementation of the depleted uranium hexafluoride cylinders and
maintenance program. These adjustments will accelerate cleaning
and painting of corroded cylinders at the three gaseous diffusion
plant sites and construction of a new cylinder storage yard. These
activities have been accommodated by reallocating funding pro-
vided in the House and Senate recommendations.

GENERAL SCIENCE AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Amendment No. 27: Appropriates $981,000,000 for General
Science and Research Activities instead of $991,000,000 as pro-
posed by the House and $971,000,000 as proposed by the Senate.
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