














Tribal Liaisons are calling all Pueblos and Tribes identified by Environmental for contact.  They 
are being asked if they have an area of concern regarding the proposed sites to place mobile 
homes for displaced individuals and families in Dona Ana County that were affected by the 
disaster. Also they are all told that a certified letter will follow our phone conversation regarding 
detailed information on the proposed sites. The most important thing we let them know that time 
is of the essence and to please contact FEMA immediately if there are any concerns. The 
following Tribes/Pueblos have been contacted: 
 
 
10-03-06 
Tribal Liaison contacted Mark Altaha, THPO for the White Mountain Apache regarding the 
proposed sites for placement of temporary mobile homes in Dona Ana County.  He asked that the 
maps of the areas be faxed to him.  The documents were faxed and he was told that a letter will 
be mailed regarding this soon.  
 
Tribal Liaison contacted Alan Downer, THPO for the Navajo Nation regarding the proposed sites 
for placement of temporary mobile homes in Dona Ana County.  He asked that the maps of the 
sites be faxed to him.  The documents were faxed and he was informed that a letter regarding 
this situation will be mailed soon.  
 
Tribal contacted Leland Michael Darrow from the Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma. 
Michael stated that off hand he had no specific area of concern but would follow up and let us 
know if there were any issues. 
 
Tribal contacted Ruth Toahty from the Comanche Nation in Oklahoma. 
Ruth stated that she did not know of any concerns and issues. 
 
10-04-06 
Tribal attempted to contact Rick Quezada from the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo of Texas. 
Three messages have been left, 2 on his voice mail and 1 with a tribal member stating the 
purpose for the call. 
 
Tribal attempted to contact Robert Benavides from the Pueblo of Isleta. 
Two messages have been left stating the purpose for the call. Tribal will attempt to contact again 
today. 
 
Tribal contacted Cody Browning from the Mescalero Apache Tribe. 
Holly Houghten the THPO is out of the office until Monday. Cody Browning, works in the same 
office as Holly, requested to have the letter faxed. Tribal contacted Environmental to have this 
information faxed to their office. 
 
10-06-06 
TL attempted to contact Rick Quezada from the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo of Texas today. I left a 
message informing him about the letter he will be receiving regarding areas of concern for the 
proposed sited for the mobile homes. 
To date he has not returned any of my phone calls, 4 attempts have been made to contact him 
via phone. 
Please let us know if we can assist you in any way regarding tribal matters. 
 
10-09-06 
Tribal Liaison spoke with Lt. Gov. Max Zuni, Pueblo of Isleta, today and during the conversation 
asked him if he had received the information sent regarding the proposed sites for placement of 
temporary housing in Dona Ana County.  He stated that he had not received the information. I 
told him that it was sent by certified mail and I explained the purpose of the information being sent 
out and offered to fax him the maps of the locations.  He accepted the offer to have the maps 
faxed.  He stated that he will be back in touch after he looks at the maps.   
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MEMORANDUM TO FILE 

 

DATE:  October 11, 2006 

FROM:    Joe Robel 

                        FEMA Environmental Specialist 

                        FEMA-1659-DR-NM 

RE:   Rincon, New Mexico temporary mobile home park (Site # 2), 
Determination of Effect, Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act,  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), in response to the Presidentially 
declared Major Disaster Declaration, FEMA-1659-DR-NM, dated August 30, 2006,  will 
be providing federal assistance authorized under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended.  The State of New Mexico has 
requested FEMA assistance to provide emergency temporary housing for those 
individuals and families in Dona Ana County that experienced substantial damage to their 
personal residences.  

FEMA through its Individual Assistance Program is proposing to furnish temporary 
housing assistance to the disaster impacted individuals and families by furnishing, 
placing and installing manufactured (mobile) homes within the community of Rincon, 
NM (see attached maps).  The proposed site is located northerly of town near the old 
school, at latitude 32.6758,  longitude  -107.0659.  It is anticipated that 50 to 75 mobile 
homes will be placed at this location.   

The manufactured homes will be transported, placed and connected to public utilities (i.e. 
electricity, water and sewer) to provide the needed housing. The proposed site work 
includes creation of gravel roads within the park, gravelling roads to the temporary 
mobile home park, creating driveways to each unit, digging utilities to and from the 
manufactured home pads as well as installing stairs from the ground to each unit.  The 
mobile homes will be anchored to the ground as protection against strong winds and 
weatherproofing (trailer skirts) will also be installed. 

The proposed project is located northerly of town near the old school.  This tract has been 
utilized by humans as an industrial park for years (see pictures).  The areas adjacent to 
this site are open lands and a freeway to the north and the community of Rincon to south. 

In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and based on review of the 
Federally listed threatened and endangered species, the designated and/or proposed 
critical habitat for Dona Ana County and the meeting of September 19, 2006, between 
David Wittum FEMA Environmental Laison Officer, and Adam Zerrenner (Acting Field 
Supervisor), Joel Lusk (Biologist) and Marilyn Myers (Biologist), of the U. S. Fish and 
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Wildlife Service, NM Ecological Services Field Office, 2105 Osuna Road NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87102, as well as the project being located on a previously disturbed 
parcel that does not contain suitable habitat, FEMA determines that the temporary, 
emergency mobile home project will have “no effect” on listed/proposed species and/or 
designated/proposed critical habitat.  For the same reason, FEMA determines that the 
project will not have negative impacts related to the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act.  





















LEGAL NOTICE 
TEMPORARY EMERGENCY HOUSING 

FOR DISASTER VICTIMS DISPLACED BY JULY FLOODING 
FEMA-1659-DR-NM 

 
At the request of the State of New Mexico, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
has been requested to develop temporary emergency housing in Doña Ana County, New Mexico. 
FEMA has tasked PBS&J to identify and develop temporary emergency housing sites in and 
around Hatch, New Mexico area for 50-100 modular homes to house victims of the flood. 
 
The sites being considered in Rincon, NM are: 

• The end of Baker and Harlan Streets Extensions (14 Acres) 
• Rincon Resource Center (3 Acres) 
 

The sites being considered in Hatch NM are: 
• Placitas Property on Jefferson Street (8 acres) 
• Hatch Industrial Park (47 acres) 

 
Based upon the temporary emergency housing needs all or some or none of these identified sites 
may be developed. 
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and implementing 
regulations of FEMA, a draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared assessing the 
potential impacts of the proposed emergency action on humans and the natural environment. A 
draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been prepared for the proposed emergency 
action. 
 
Copies of the draft EA and FONSI for this possible development are available for public review 
at the following locations from 10:00AM October 13th, 2006 to 5:00PM October 16th, 2006 
 
Hatch Public Library  
Hatch Municipal Building 
FEMA DRC in Hatch 
Post Offices in Las Cruces, Hatch, Rincon, Rodey and Salem 
Doña Ana Court House 
FEMA web site: http://www.fema.gov/ehp/docs.shtm. 
 
If you have any questions or comments on the draft EA please contact Jane Gaitan at  
Phone: (505) 523-2288, Fax: (505) 523-2114 E-mail: nmea@fema.gov. Public comments will be 
received through 5:00 PM, October 16th, 2006. 
 
All other questions regarding disaster assistance or availability of temporary emergency housing 
should be directed to the FEMA Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) located at 133 Franklin Street, 
Hatch, NM 87937 or by calling the FEMA Helpline at 1-800-621-3362 (TTY 1-800-462-7585 for 
hearing or speech impaired persons). 
 
 

 
 



Noticia Legal 
Viviendas temporarias de emergencia 

para victimas deplazadas por las inundaciones desastrosas de el mes de Julio 
FEMA-1659-DR-NM 

 
En el pedido de Nuevo Mexico, la Administracion Federal de la Emergencia (FEMA) se ha solicitado 
para desarollar viviendas temporarias de emergencia en el Condado de Dona Ana, Nuevo Mexico. FEMA 
ha contratado con PBS&J para identificar y desarollar sitios para localizar viviendas temporarias de 
emergencia en la area de Hatch, Nuevo Mexico para sostener de 50 a 100 hogares modulares como 
viviendas para los victimas de las inundaciones. 
 
Los sitios bajo consideracion en Rincon, NM son: 
 
 Los terminos de las calles Baker y Harlan (14 acres) 
 Rincon Resource Center (3 acres) 
 
Los sitios bajo consideracion en Hatch, NM son: 
 
 La Propiedad Placitas en la calle Jefferson (8 acres) 
 El Parque Industrial de Hatch (47 acres) 
 
Basado sobre la necessidad de las viviendas temporarias de emergencia todos, algunos, o ningunos de los 
sitios identificados seran desarollados. 
 
De acuerdo con el Acto Ambiental Nacional de Politica de (National Environmental Policy Act [NEPA]) 
1969 y las reglas que le ponen en practica, un documento borrador (Environmental Assessment [EA]) ha 
sido preparado para evaluar los impactos potenciales de el propuesto de emergencia para el ambiente 
humano y natural. Un borrado de El Hallazgo de Ningún Impacto Significativo (Finding of No 
Significant Impact [FONSI]) ha sido preparado para el propuesto de emergencia. 
 
Copias de los documentos borrados (EA y FONSI) para esta posible desarollamento estaran disponibles 
para revisar por el publico en las locales sigientes desde las 10:00 am del dia  13 de Octubre, 2006 hasta 
las 5:00 pm del 16 de Octobre, 2006. 
 
Hatch Public Library 
Hatch Municipal Building 
FEMA DRC in Hatch 
Post Offices in Las Cruces, Hatch, Rincon, Rodey and Salem 
Dona Ana Court House 
FEMA web site: http://www.fema.gov/ehp/docs.shtm. 
 
Si hay algunas preguntas o comentario sobre los documentos borrados favor de ponerse en contacto con: 
 
Jane Gaitan – telefono: (505) 523-2288; fax: (505) 523-2114; e-mail: nmea@fema.gov. 
Los comentarios del público se aceptarán hasta las 5:00 pm, 16 Octobre 2006. 
 
Otras preguntas con respecto a asistencia de desastre o de viviendas temporarias de emergencia 
disponibles deben ser derigidas a FEMA Disaster Recovery Center (DRC), 133 Franklin Street, Hatch, 
NM 87937 o llamando a FEMA Helpline al numero 1-800-621-3362 (TTY 1-800-462-7585 para personas 
con dificultades de oido o habla).  
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