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An extremely well done interpretive guide for the Little Drummer Historical Pathway, located on the Allegheny National Forest.  Very informative and complete.  22 pages.



A h w o M E  to the 
Little DNmmer Historical 
Pathway, a journey 
through managed wildlife 
habitats consisting of two 
loops. The short loop is 1.0 
miles, and the longer loop 
_I is 2.1 miles. This 

LITTLE DRUMMER 
HISTORICAL 

pathway is located 
within +e Owl's Nest 
Ecosystem Manage- 
ment Demonstration 

PATHWAY I Area of the'meghenv 
INTERpRETwE National ForesCYoi 

will hike through one 
of the areas on the TRAIL - Forest managed for a 

roadless environment, but 
at the same time you will 
learn of the importance of 
the historical means of 
transportation in the 
development of this area 
around the turn of the 
century. This area is also a 
Watchable Wildlife Area. 

%is pathway 
was named for the 
breeding grouse 
(called "drummers") 
living in this area 
and for the extensive 
number of historic 
railroads, pipelines, 
and camps located 
here. - 
b e  interior portion 

(away from the road) of 
this area is managed to 
provide habitat for wildlife 
species associated with 
early successional stages 
of forest habitat, such as 
ruffed grouse, woodcock, 
common yellowthroats, 
chestnut-sided warblers, 
and young turkey. Through 
this management we also 
expect to produce high 
quality wood fiber. 



e longer loop goes 
the way around Cole 

Run Pond, and you can 
return on one of the legs 
of the smaller loop. Plan 
an hour‘s walk if you do 
the short loop. Plan 3-4 
hours if you do the long 
loop. Wear rubber- 
bottomed boot. if you 
hike the long loop. 

Opportunities to 
view upland wildlife- 
deer, squirrel, grouse, 
songbirds, and turkey 
are plentiful on the 
pathway Wildlife associ- 
ated with wetlands and 
riparian areas-such as 
turtles, frogs, snakes, 
waterfowl, and beaver 
can be seen near Cole 
Run Pond. ”. 

adja- 
kbt is 

Wties. 
The D& dtkd=est 
you are i 
Semi-prs 
class&$ 
offers a 

’ The trailisclearly 
marked with off-white 
diamond-shaped markers 
on trees or with decals 
on brown plastic posts. 
Walk-in camping is 
permitted along the 
trail. Campfires are 
permitted as long as they 
me maintained in a fire 
ring and are fully ’ 
extinguished Urn&..: 
departing. Retm 
site to its 
BPPearao 

pack, or draft 1 
n hiking or 
ntry ski trails.’ 

r-- * I 

The skill level of this 
hiking area is moderate. 
Areas of this pathway 
are often wet; waterproof 
footgear is recommended. 
We encourage you to 
hike with at least one 
other person and to 
leave your itinerary with 
friends so they’ll know 
where to look if you 
don’t return on time or 
need assistance. This 
pathway is open for 
winter hiking. Remember 
to dress in layers appro- 
priate for the weather 
conditions. Be aware 
that this area is used 
heavily in the late fall 
and spring by hunters. 
It is a good idea to wear 
bright fluorescent colored 
clothing if hiking during 
these time periods. 
Practice LEAVE NO 
TRACE ETHICS-PACK 
IT IN, PACK IT OUT... 
and for sanitary disposal 
of wastes, dig a pit on 
flat ground at least 6 
inches deep and at least 
ZOO feet from water. 

%e nearest 
hospitz and telephone 
are located in Ridgway, 
8.0 miles east of the 
trailhead. Water should 
be boiled before 
consumption. Please 
report any unsafe trail 
conditions such as 
downed trees and 
missing signs or trail 
markers directly to the 
Ranger District. 

a L m -  
These trails are 

maintained by the Boot 
Jack Snow Gliders and 
the U.S. Forest Service. 
The Elk County Visitors 

Bureau supported 
production of this 
brochure. Ifyou, a friend, 
or your club .we inter- 
ested in volunteering to 
help maintain this trail 
D r  any other in the 
Forest, please contact 
the Ranger District. 

G~MER SERVICE 
The Ridgway area 

3ffers food, lodging, gas- 
dine, and medical 
Facilities. We would like 
to hear about your trail 
xperience, your likes and 
%slikes, and any unsafe 
W a i l  conditions. We 
appreciate all information. 

- 
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Spruce are conifers, or 
needle-bearing trees. 

Conifers provide 
habitat for some migratory 
songbirds and small 
mammals such as red 
squirrels. Songbirds that 
spend their summers in 
North America and migrate 
to South America in winter 
are called naotropical 
mlgmt.. 

%e Bluebird box 
was built by volunteers to 
provide a nesting box next 
to an open area. Bluebird 
boxes have a small size 
hole to prevent predators 
from entering the nest box. 

PROVIDING SUNUGH” 
S T O P 5  

were blocking out the 
sun to the shrubs in 
the understory. This 
release allows more 
sunlight so the shrubs 
can produce a greater 

amount of seeds and fruit 
for wildlife to eat in the fall 
and winter. 

grassy pathway 
you also see here goes to 
an opening created in the 
woods for wildlife. This 
opening provides a change 
in habitats, for more 
biodiversity. 

PROVIDING WIKTER 
STOP 6 

Off the pathway 
approximately 20 
feet to the west (left) 
you can see how the 
larger trees were 
removed to “release” 
the conifers. They 



will grow better now that 
they have more sunlight. 
Conifers are good for winter 
thermal cover because they 
provide a place for wildlife 
to get away from the wind 
and cold. 

STOP 7 
GAS FOR YOUR HOME 

The pathway has 
now intersected with 
the National Fuel 
Gas (NFG) transmis- 
sion line. This is a 
primary artery to 
transport gas to a 
pump station so it 
can be distributed to 
your home for heat 

and cooking. This grassy 
area also increases edge 
habitat for wildlife. 

CLEARCUTTING 
ENCOURAGES ASPEN 

This young aspen 
was regenerated by 
cutting all the old 
aspen; the new aspen 

41 j roots of the old 
deieloped from the 

aspen. This is called 
"suckerine" and is 

L 
t 

- .  
growing. Aspen-will not 
regenerate unless the 
young aspen is exposed to 
full sunlight. 

called 'quaking aspen" 
because the leaves quake 
in the slightest breeze. 

& of the wildlife 
habitat rnprovements that 
you have seen so far on 

%is type of aspen is 

would like to support the 
RUFFED GROUSE 
SOCIETTS conservation 
efforts you can join with 
the membership applica- 
tion on the back of this 
brochure. Junior member- 
ships are also available. 
Your membership supports 
these type of projects! 

SOILS NEED 
PROTECTION 

soil and water, we have 
moved the pathway up 
here away from the pond. 
The railroad grade by the 
pond is wet and would 
erode easily from foot 
traffic. It is important that 
we conserve our soil and 
water resources. 

STOP 9 

To better protect the 

-DlRECTIONS - 
You can take this 

pathway here at Stop 9, 
and go around the pond in 
about 2.1 miles. This is the 
long loop. Go to Stop 18 
(page 32) in this brochure 
if you take the long loop. 
Or, you can go down to the 
pond, and enjoy the 
water's edge, and then 
come back up to Stop 10 
which will take you back to 
the Little Drummer 
Trailhead Parking Lot. I t  is 
about another 1 /2 mile 
back to the parking lot. 

STOP $0 
ASPEN PROVIDES WILD- 
LIFE HABITAT 

This aspen 
clearcut provides 
excellent food and 
cover for grouse, 
woodcock, deer, and 
rabbits, and will be 
used by the beaver in 
maintenance of their 
dam, and for food, in 
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ASE HELPS 
ms 
of the pathway, a 
release has been 
performed. Larger, 
older trees that had 
overtopped blue 
beech, Junebeny, 
nannybeny, and 
ironwood have been 
removed to increase 

On the east side 

lhis opening is 
important for small 
mammals'and birds 
that r e q u b  sunlight 
and low dens nge- 

and grouse broods. 
birds that nest 

the production of food 
crops for wildlife. On the 
west side of the pathway, 
no work has been done. 
(Can you see the difference?) 

OPENINGS PROVIDE 
MOTHERWILDLIFE 
HABITAT 

aapn 

here are vesper sparrows 
and bluebirds. 

STOP 13 
CONIFERS PROVIDE 
ANOTHER WILDLIFE 
HABITAT 

These trees 47 provide winter ther- 
mal cover. Younger 
evergreens provide ' I  habitat for songbirds, 
such as magn&a 
warbler, and snow- 
shoe ham, a larger 

T ' E O V I D E 9  HABITAT, TOO 

- could provide winter 
cover for cottontails, 

This brush pile 

mice, and voles, and 
might even provide a 
home for a weasel. 

%is National Fuel 
Gas transmission line that 
you are crossing is the 
same transmission line 
that you crossed earlier on 
the pathway. 

REGENERATION OF 
THE FOREST 

STOP '5 

Deciduous trees 
typically lose their 
leaves every year, 
and are sometimes 
called hardwoods. 
These hardwood 
trees were regener- 
ated by cutting the 
old trees to allow the 

seeds in the soil the 
sunlight they need to 
germinate, or sprout up 
through the soil. 

DEAD TREES PROVIDE 
STOP '6 

I FOOD 
L 

I" 

This snag was 
man-made. Notice 
the girdling, or cut 
line, all the way 
around the tree. This 
cut line interrupted 
the flow of sugars and 
sap. This tree has 
been used by downy 
woodpeckers and 
hairy woodpeckers 
(round holes) to feed 

isects. Pileated wood- 
:ers make square holes. 



We hope you 
have enjoyed the 
Little Drummer 

We also hope you- 
have a better appre- 
ciation of the parts of 
our ecosystem, and 
how we, as humans, 
can affect our ecosys- 
Ecosystem manage- 

ment for the Forest Service 
means Caring for the Land 

*w Do m ACHIEVE 
ADWERSEFORSST? 

The Allegheny National 
Forest is steeped in histov, 
and rich in wildlife habitats. 
Habitats are anad with 
distinct combinations of 

water, and areas to 

habitats and manage 
them for their unique 
capabilities. Through many 
forest management 
practices we can improve 
the habitat for wildlife. The 
Forest plan for the Allegheny 
National Forest has guide- 
lines to help us manage 
these habitats. 

S o m e  habitats have 
animals that need areas of 
young trees and shrubs. A 
good example is ruffed 
grouse in aspen forests. 

O t h e r  habitats have 
animals and plants which 
dislike being disturbed. An 
example of this is goshawks 
in mature, unbroken 
forests. 

A t ’ s  discuss these 
basic habitats within the 
ecosystem of the Allegheny 
National Forest Region, 
and their importance in 
our Forest Plan. 



I / h o s t  of the ecosys- 
tems around the Forest 

contain hardwood trees- 

cherry, ash, maple, beech, 

and birch trees. This 

7 hardwood forest 

provides habitat for 

common mammals 

and birds, and 

1 supports a thriving 

wood industry recognized 

worldwide. Veneer, a 

special type of wood from 

black cherry trees, is in 

lemand in Europe and 

Japan. 

I 



Openings (sometimes 

called meadows) and 

savannas (gassy openings 

with a small amount of 

trees) are left over from 

previous man-made 1 disturbances to the 

natural disturbances 

such as fire, wind, or 

beaver activity. 

%e Forest Service also 

constructs and maintains 

openings. We do this by 

bulldozing stumps and 

rocks from an area and 

planting grasses, legumes, 

and shrubs. These meadows 

support a rich abundance 

of low-growing plants. 

Turkeys bring their young 

to these openings to feed 

on insects. Many openings 

have old trees in them. 

These large, old trees are 

favorite places for cavity- 

nesting birds and insects. 

More than 53 different 

kinds of animals use 

openings on the forest. 



rifers provide a 

unique habitat in the Me- 

gheny ecosystem. Before 

this forest, large white pine 

and hemlock covered the 

hillsides. Now, only 

scattered pockets of 

%e Forest 

CONIFERS these trees remain. 

li, 

_I actively protects 

these conifers and also 

plants conifers. This 

habitat provides protection 

from harsh winter weather 

for turkey and deer, and 

other wildlife. They provide 

important nesting habitat 

for some songbirds, such 

as Magnolia Warbler. 

Snowshoe hares like the 

ground-touching branches 

of young trees. 



i 

buds during the winter 

ASPEN months. Rabbits, 

spen are critical to 

wildlife species, such as 

ruffed grouse and wood- 

cock, that require thick, 

brushy cover. Aspen also 

provides nutritious 

CI- 

deer, small mammals, 

and birds also find 

this tree to their liking. 

%aver depend largely 

upon aspen for winter 

food. Aspen can often be 

encouraged in this Allegheny 

ecosystem by a natural 

process called root 

suckering. The Forest 

Service sometimes promotes 

mot suckering by cutting 

large, old aspen trees. This 

disturbance causes the 

roots of these old trees to 

send up thousands of new 

aspen trees. These young 

trees continue to grow and 

produce a new aspen forest. 

Aspen originally became 

part of the Allegheny 

ecosystem after the large 

fms of the 1920s and 1930s. 



v- 

contam large old trees, 

large logs and snags, and 

openings in the forest 

where trees have fallen 

over. These old trees 

provlde homes for 

W O D M l R  

holes in the trees, 

woodpeckers that I 

lead wood, salamanders I 

eed on insects living in the 

iving in the deep layers of 

gllen leaves and needles, 

md owls nesting in the 

arge trees. , 
l 



e oak forest grows 

on well-drained hillsides 

along the Clarion and 

Allegheny Rivers. The oak 

forest developed after the 

extensive clearcutting 

at the turn of the 

century, and is now L 

L‘* I 

ready for harvest. 

But, too many deer 

:at the young oak seed- 

ings as they sprout. We do 

lot harvest much oak 

2ecause young oak trees 

uen’t available to grow 

nto the next forest. 

CL forests are 

xitical to provide food for 

ieer, squirrels, turkey, and 

youse during our harsh 

winters. 



owing water, 

dense vegetation, cooler 

air, shade, and stair-step 

rocks create a habitat with 

a great amount of wildlife. 

These small streams 1 travel down the 

STR.EMs I hillsides and create a 

change in habitat in 

the forest. These 

small streams support 

insects, plants, and birds 

not found elsewhere. Thick 

undergrowth also creates 

another habitat for birds. 

Shade is important for 

aquatic insects, trout, and 

other fish. Streams are 

protected when tree 

harvesting occurs nearby. 



f -- z s e r v o i r s ,  ponds, 

marshes, and the edges of 

wetlands are important 

areas for animals and 

plants that need water as a 

part of their habitat. 1 Low-lying swampy 

:as grow brushy 

woodlands with 

frequent dead trees, 

D r  snags. This waterside 

zone often includes aspen, 

river birch, willow, and 

fern. The edges of wetlands 

also serve as travelways for 

animals to move between 

different habitats because 

these brush-filled wetlands 

provide hiding places for 

animals. 

CQWI'INUE ON IF 
YOU €I= TRE LONG 
LOOP. 





STOP 18 
SKIDDING LOGS WITI i  
HORSES ~~ 

You are at th is  
stop if you decided to 

. walk around the 

old skid trail from the 
pond. You are on an 

ric logging operations. 
trails got their names 
because logs were 
“skidded” with horses. 
Once skidded to a 
central point, the 
logs were either 
shipped on narrow 
railroads or dumped 

e use of railroads 

from 1920 to about 
s area was in its 

the largest, hottest 
forest fwe in this 
area. Blackened 
stumps can still be 
found. The nutrients 
in the soils were 
consumed by fire, 
and 70 years later, 
the soils still lack 

STOP 19 
TI0-A VALLEY 
RAILROAD GRADE 

You are now on the 
historic, narrow gauge, 
Tionesta Valley RR grade 
that traveled north and 
south through this area. 
The boardwalk was built to 
protect the fragile soils and 
vegetation from being 
trampled. 

feathery, low growing plant 
tha rou see. Sphagnum 

- 
Dev 

holds large amounts 
of water, even when 
the weather gets hot 
and dry. Sphagnum 
can do this because 
its cells are hollow 
and suck up water 
much like a sponge. 

Cen you see 
these other plants? 
my? Hayscented f m ?  

STOP 20 
MAN-MADE DUCK NESTS 

Note the wood-duck 
nest box on the post in the 
pond. The Pennsylvania 
Game Commission and 

1 of Ridgway. 

RlPARrAN-LAImAIvD 
WATER MEET 

Notice how wet the 
soils are right down to the 
water‘s edge. This area of 
land in between high, dry 
land and the water’s edge 
has a name-it is called 
riparian lands. Common 
vegetation here is dewberry, 
sphagnum, Juneberry, and 
bracken fern. 

Forest Service have 
erected many wood- 
duck boxes across 
Pennsylvania to 
encourage nesting. 
These boxes are 
maintained by the 
PennTylvania Game 
Commission and the 
Island F?un Sportsmen 

STOP 29 

a d  timber is buried 
underneath the pathway 
as the Tionesta Valley RR 
used timber to support 
their railroad tracks in 
areas where the soils were 
wet, such as this area. 



=ED SHALLOW 

r areas tend to 

fishers and great blue 
herons), otters, and man 
feed on the larger fish. This 
chain of events where one 
animal eats another is 
called the food chain. 

%e old railroad 
grade that you have been 
traveling on will become 
wet for several hundred 
yards. We will be moving 
onto an old skid trail. The 
grass here is called poverty 
grass. The seeds that cling 
to your socks are from this 
grass. 

CCCs PLANTED THE8E 
LARCH 

STOP 23 

Larch is one of 
only a few conifers 
(needle-bearing trees) 
that actually loses its 
needles every year. 
These larch were 
planted by the 
Civilian Consemation 
Corp. The young men 
of the 1930s that ~~ ~~ 

were enrolled in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps did 
many consemation projects 
such as building dams, 
roads, campgrounds, and 
planting trees. 

erowth on the - 
are left. Thlnnyalbkn 
the sunlight to be shard 
by the trees so that over- 
crowding doesn't stress the 
trees. 

S T O P 2 4  
BLUEBE- AND 

Note the low bush 
blueberry plants. The 

fires of yesteryear 

blueberries to grow 
in open sunlight. 
Shortly, you will turn 
to go back onto the 
historic RR grade. 

S T O P 2 5  
HILBlTAT FOR 

installed by members of 
the Island Run Sportsmen. 
The abundant insects, 
open water, and field-type 
habitat make this a good 
spot for nesting bluebirds. 

railroad grade 
now runs directly north 
and 8011th. Note as you 
walk that you are on an 
u n m  surface. The 
wooden railroad ties have 
decomposed and the dirt 
deposits that accumulated 
between the ties remain, 
creating anuneven walk- 
ing surface. The decom- 
posing railroad ties are 
feeding nutrients (nitrogen 
and carbon) into the soil. 

HISTORIC LOClGING SITE 
This open field is what 

remains of a temporary 
logging camp on this site. 

This bluebird box was 

STOP 26 

Y 



north, and the path- 
way turns east. This 
gas line supplied the 
Borough of Ridgway 
from area wells. The 
line is now 'dead' 
meaning that gas is 

longer transported 

ountain ash are 

because over time deer 
have eaten most of 
the original shrubs. 
Mountain ash provides 
both fall and winter 
foods for wildlife 
because the bemes 
hang on the stems 
throughout the fall 

ok out through the 
forest. There is a lack of 

r- 

trees and understory 
1s that produce fruit. 
Mas t  is nuts, seeds, 
and fruit. For many 
years, native shrubs 
such as Juneberry, 
hobblebush, and 
viburnums have 
been eaten by deer. 
The Forest Service is 
trying to reestablish 
these native species. 

h i 1  Gas pipeline F" 
and travels to the 
east side of the pond. 
The trees felled here 
are to regenerate the 
hardwood trees, 
creating young trees 
adjacent to an 

opening and older trees- 
more biodiversity for 
wildlife. 

A o k  for more of this 
activity as you travel this 
pathway. 

HISTORIC LOO LANDING 
SITE 

STOP 30 
- This open field 

produces an excel- 
lent spot for young 
turkeys, called 
poults, to look for 
insects. An old 
logging road came 
through the field 
ahead of you, and 
trees were stacked 

' 



STOP 3$ 
HISTORICAL PLANTINGS 

You are walking 
through a larch stand 
planted by the Work 
Rojects Administra- 
tion crews prior to 
World War 11. These 
were planted before 
the Forest Service 
knew the value of 
working with native 
species. Today, if we 
were going to replant, 
we would use native 
conifers such as 
white pine and 
hemlock. 

STOP 32 
SMALL ANIMFLS DO BIG 
WORK 

Notice the many 
"Animal Inns" (ant hills). 
Observe, but please pre- 
serve this animal habitat. 
Ants help break up logs 
into smaller pieces that 
eventually decay back to 
the soil. 

%is site has 
benches for a rest stop, 
and a f r e  ring. If you build 
a fue here, make certain 
your fire is out! Smokey 
Bear says "Only you can 
prevent forest fresl". This 
rest area provides a good 
view of the pond during the 
fall and spring seasons. 

HISTORIC BOUNDARY 
This linear opening 

used to be the boundary for 
the waterfowl propagation 
area around the pond once 
protected by the Pennsyl- 
vania Game Commission. 
Evidence of the old fence 
still remains in certain 
areas. 

STOP 33 

/fountain ash an 
viburnums planted in the 
tubes were planted on this 
higher, drier site because 
they provide winter f d  
for wildlife. This plantation 
of winter foods OCCUI'(J 

between the larch which 
provide thick cover and the 
pond, which provides 
water. 

STOP 34 
LISTEN TO THE POND 

In summer, you 
may hear the buzz of 
a large black and 
white insect that is a 
dragonfly. Also, you 
may see a brilliant 
blue insect called a 
damselfly. Listen for 
the honks of geese 
and the whistling 

wings of wood ducks. 
Young Canada geese are 
called goslings. 

MlmAm- 
The soils have 1 '  remamed saturated 

8ToP 35 

with water long enough 
toeseablishtruewet- 
landvegetationinthis 
area. The vegetation 
that looks like grass 
with spikes on the end 
isdedrushes. 

Cmu Federation. 

STOP s 
WINTER COVER FOR 
WILDLIFE 

Below the dam are 
cedar shrubs planted to 
provide winter thermal 
cover. Trees planted in 
these lower, wet areas are 
less prone to wind drafts 
and drifting snow. This 
plantation was particularly 
intended to benefit turkey, 
and the work was funded by 
the National Wild Turkey 



11 of the wildlife 
improvements that 

you have seen so far on 
this side of the pond were 

by the NATIONAL 
WILD TURKEY 
FEDERATION. Their 
mission is to "support 
the restoration and 
conservation of the 
American wild turkey? 
If you would l i e  to 
support the NATIONAL 
WILD TURKEY 1 FEDERATION'S 

conservation efforts you 
can join with the member- 
ship application in the 
back of this brochure. 
Junior memberships are 
also available. Your mem- 
bership supports these 
type of projects1 

FLOWERS FOR WILDLIFE 
STOP 37 

The bright yellow 
flowers, apparent in 
summer, on the bank 
of the dam are birds- 
foot trefoil. The seeds 
of these flowers 

d also grows here. 

for aquatic vegetation, 

mammals, reptiles, 
and amphibians that 
we would not see 
elsewhere. Can you 
see the beaver lodge? 

beaver blocked this 
outflow so the water 
level of the pond was 
higher than normal. 
But, in 1995, the 
Pennsylvania Game 
Commission installed 
a new "beaver-proof" 

outlet that should keep the 
pond at normal water 
level. 

STOP 40 
WETLMDS 

An extensive 
series of old beaver 
dams and wetlands 
follows the Cole Run 
drainage south of 
here. These wetlands 
arc a unique part of 
the ecosystem. Enjoy 
their unique wildlife, 
but protect their 
sensitive resources. , 
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DlRBCTlOl#S 

Q Q T O S m P s l O  
FHIKlUOH 17 lF YOU ARE 
WAI5tNG BACK TO "HE 

LITTLEDRUMblER 
HISTORICAL PATHWAY 
Dli TEE OLD RAILROAD 
Q W E .  

AT THE 



This 
brochure 
can be 
obtained in 
large print 
at the 
Allegheny 
National 
Forest, 
PO. Box 847 
Warren, PA 
16365, 
814-723-5150 

For more information about 
this and other recreation 
opportunities, contact: 

ALLEGHENY 
NATIONAL FORE5T 
PO Box 847,222 Liberty St. 
Warren, PA 16365 
8 14-723-5 150 
814-726-2710 ?m 

XARIEMLLE 
RANGER DISTRICT 
HC 2, Box 130 
Marienville, PA 16239 
814-927-6628 
814-927-8881 "R 

NORTHWEST PA'S 
GREAT OUTDOORS 
VISITOR8 BUREAU 
175 Main Street 
Brookville, PA 15825 
1-800-348-9393 
uww.pagreatoutdoom.com 
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