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Mr. David Marwell

Assassinaton Records Review Board

€00 E See: NW, 2nd Fioor .
Washingron, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Marwell:
—pFS¥=In response 10 your leqer of March 9, 1995 we wsked approoriate elements of
NSA Operadions and Archives as well as the Legisiative Affairs Cffice LAO) and Offce cf
*.General Counsel (OGC) 10 search for informadon responsive © vour CILCbU.OnS. The foilowinz
represeats the composite response of these elsnents. :
{L) “What ecinical capabilides did NSA have durigg :i".e'ci-'iy 18€0’s for collecdng,
Secighering, and analyz=ng comrcunicadcens?” ;

~amiid =

el @S =S A had an exceilear capabiiiny to mest the SICINT challenges of the 19607s. e

1 posiden 10 copy e signzis of ir.:c::s: inelS ;-2_| EXEMPT

nod fieic sites © icn : )
| EXEMPT in Cuba. and these cormmunicadons sxchangzg| EXEMPT Icenwvesn cousn-
i | d : EXEMPT ]

Ties. We accomriished this throush 3 mixmurs of Sxad site
| EXEMPT
EXEMPT [Sve exoioies| EXEMET krmmuniczcens of nerest] EXEMET |
EXEMET commmunicatons and tiose of 2 faw other councies that empioved EXEMPT
EXEMPT | Our anaiytc capatilices wers exceilent, toth in our civilian afe st
WOrcores.

(L') “What COMENT dic NSA acmuaily intersap during he eariv 1960°s Tom e Sovier

1zec crime o inernatonzi drug smuggless?”

Union, Cuba. and Mexico, from organizes
~S—eE@= NS A produced COMINT on manv facets of the Sovier targad EXEMET kor-
municadens to military] EXEMPT
EXEMET }:A.GC" vory EXEMPT
EXEMPT pn these targess. On the Cuban targer, we producsd m«r'v v nreduct

as we'l rrom miiiry conirmand and sonoc! [$s]

communicadons. We also preduced procduct on

EXEMPT
10ere were no refiecdons in any of these prec-

argess, mainly\
UCts of any acdviry that might have been related to the assassinaton, oniy pos:—"'ssas:inaticn T
flecdons of U.S. poiitical and protocol developments and Cuban releases of sigements deaving
crime or narcodces smuggling at thar dme. One organizagon cid follow] EXEMPT
acaviry and issued product reports, but there was nothing to Ge any of their reporting to the as-

sassinadon. .
(U) “Whart acdons did NSA ke in the immediate wake of President Kcnr;cdv’s assas-
sinadon? For example, did any ageacy sk NSA to perform any funcdons regarding mhe assas-
sinadon? Was any sk forcs, group direciorate, or oder endry at NSA formed or charged with
any responsibliides for collecdng informadon that in :mv wly pertained 10 the assassinadon of
Presidenr Keanedy? Was any oaific anaiysis performed? Were any produc: repors producsd?

Were there any TSRs? e '
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=SS @y=Collectors, based on their personal recoilecdons, were alerted to put greater empha-
sison SOV'lﬁ"E: “EMETand Cuban milimry targess to look for signs of increased readiness in their

forcs posmure. Analysts at NSA were also looking for signs cxXEMPT acdons to and for-
eign intelligencs regerdng on the assassinaton. Any/ wafic were tharoughly
processed from the swrrounding dmeframe. Analysss on torgess that wrcj BEPT Veeom 2
cryptanalydc standpoint reviewed um"mmto ensure that no deviadons indicating unusual
acavity had been ove’.ook

(U) “Did NSA ever collect, isolate, or segrezate any records reladng to the assassina-

gon?”

FoHFOT One flie, related o Les Harvev Oswald. was accessicned into the NSA/CSS Archives
in 1988. The LAOQ helds five files that topically reiate in some way ic the Assassinadon. In
1993 NS A searched for and coliected documents igggesponse o Pubiic Law 102-526. Cepies of
the reccrds respegsive to the law ars held in tf cs of Dohc"}_ L

() ““What acZons has NSA mkea. since 1664, with respec: 0 the assassinadon? For
exampiz, other than with respect o he Heouse Seiec: Commines on .-.ss“s..n::ons (BSCA), has

arr
iSA Rz . sivi [ A
SAhad any """‘c"'l....n to collec: ans i dain with resgect o Gie assassinacdon?”

IS

FOESY Sincs 1562 NS.—«. has answersg queries ST various ooug f
apour e informmaden provided ares eid by the LAO and OCC. NSA's only crogzm (o coilec:
5.

N

car reiared to the assassinaton was the response w 2L 102-32
(L') “W'n:r. ilcs cr r:':arcis has NSA ever Z::.f:l Terzining fo congoessicnal investgateons
or exammpie, ore there (or wers there; NSA
”
-

Zies on the Warren Corﬂ.rms&cn the .—.SC.‘., e C‘L.I'C'Z Commines, the Pike Cormmirges, 2:c.

--—a

“FoECT Tae LAO, CCC and Achives holds fies reinted 10 this quesdon covering all of the

(U) “What records rezentien (anc rzcords CesTucsen) selicies has NSA ever prepesed
cr implemented that might have afecied reoord _":*:.zm:c 10 the assassinacen? You swzted, fer
exarmpie, that records icendiying A—enicans were & o»c- in the wake of tie Church Cerm=it-
te2 investdgadon, and you suggesied that records ice ing Oswaid might l‘ ve bes2n arzeong
those deszoyed. What were the descucdon orders: who im piemenied themi; how miany recorcs

ere desgoyed; and how were records idendfied for deszucden?”
FOESy NSA has creared records disposition scheduies for some cecuments. However.
IGINT records disposidon remained predominandy unscheduled during the geriod in queszon.
and censequently their handling is uncerain. Seriaiized records (regorts) are usually rewiined
intact and are preserved to this day. The retendon or deszucden of cther types of records wer
not handled sysiemadcally. The decision to remin or desoy was made by the originadng ele-
ments.

(U) *“Whart records from intercepts involving the Soviet Un.ibn, the Soviet Blec, Cuba,
and Mexico from the early 1960°s are stll exrant? For exampie, does NSA have unganscriced
Cuban wmpes from 1963 (bur that may subsequendy have beza brokea)? What records does NSA
have from the Bay of Pigs and from the Cuban Missile Crisis?

MO.)—mc.. are ead—product reports, code books on mrge: communicadons and cipher Tai-
fic avaiiabie dadng from the eariy 1960°s on thess wmrges in the NSA archives. Our. ‘re'.'arcs
show no instancss of codes being broksn in which we did not go tack and decrypt maffic from
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the peticd that had besa unexploitable at the tdme. It is our standard practics to do so regardless
of the circumsmnces. Whea such eveats occur it is also the SIGINT modus operandi to easure
allf>1-7] material having any possible connecdvity whatsoever to the event is scanned for intelli-
geacs purposes. We found no indicadons of any SIGINT collecdon that did not get reviewed.
Such records also cover the missile crisis and Bay of Pigs imeframes as well. There has been an
hisworicai perspecdve writtea in 198485 on the SIGINT effort during the Missile Crisis thar also
_ touches-on the Bay of Pigs, and one is planned on the Assassinadon (no esdmated completion

date).

() “Does NSA have files on American defectors 10 Communist countries during the
late 1930°s and eariy 1960°s?”
T SEeRy=" e was one NSA organizadon whighls car of their mission, macked the activi-
des of such individuais in the 19607s, first Bsi locer by michine. However. almost all
records of such eadeavors and fles wers desToved in 1972, anc any such acdviry ceased in the
wake of the Church and Pike Commirtess’ recorts on suci acSvices and the subseguentr Execu-
gve Crdarissued. The two excepdons to this would te fles cn Mardn and Mitchell who were
empicyess of NSA.

() “Dic any foreign government or inteiligencs servics ever suppiy NSA with any in-
formadon perwmining to the assassinadon?”
T TT e are unaware of any informagcn of s subject sver teing passed by any forsign
government or intelligencs servics (0 NSA.

.

Sme=Se—we nave ziso collected a list of perscnnel who were woridng the wrger ar the -
time cr who have conoibuted to these answers. Afler you have reviewed these responses, piease

co not hesitate 1o conwact us W on (301) 6385798 with anv quescens which vou have.
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