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. :"ATION~L SEC~1RIT~ ';'GENCY

CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE
FO~T GEORG:: G. MEAOE, M:..;::lYLANO V7SS

-;

~EMO~~DUM FOR THE PRINCIPAL DEPU~Y ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE (INTELLIGENCE) .

SUBJECT: Senate Select COIT~ittee Queries to NSA Concerning
the Warren Co~~ission

Reference your letter dated 14 January 1976 transmitting
a request from Mr. Alton Quanbeck of the Senate Select
COITL.,,-i ttee Staff. The fo11o""li::1g Ln f c rrna tien is provided in
resoonse to Mr. Quanbeck's letter, keyed bv paraaraoh to
his-letter (inclosed - see underlined~portlons).~M;st of
the .i.nf o rrna t i.on wa s made available to the SSC Staff, Hr.
Jim Johnson, during an Lnt.e.rvi ew "'ith Dr. Louis Torde11a
on 20 January 1976.
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Para. 1. - NSA requeste~ permission to retain
photocc?ies of those reports on ~~ich we had worked merely
2S record co?ies of our efforts C~ behalf of the Ccmmissio~.

It was felt that if a question should arise at that time
concerr~ng what analytic effor~s had been involved and the .
n~~ber of manhours expenaed, a record copy would prove useful.
No operational use was made of these documents except to
hold them on file for a period of time which cannot no\v be
determined. To the best of our present knowledge, the photo­
copies have now been destroyed. Absolutely no results
relevant to the assassination were obtained through NSA's
analytic look at the exhibits. The Commission, in the person
of Mr. Allan Dulles, had as~ed Dr. Tordella, informally, to
review the exhibits fot any.sec~et writing or codes which
might have been contained in the documents. Dr. Tordella,
after causing a careful review of the documents by NSA crypt­
ariaLy s t.s , reported verbally to Hr. Dulles and other Commission
m~"bers that nothing Whatsoever had been achieved by the
analytic effort. No written reply was submitted.
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Para. 2. - NSA is uncertain as to ",hat is precisely
meant by these co~ments, but we ass~~e that the cor.~en~5 o~

names refer to our biographic' files which are maintained on
fo~eign P?rsonalities, of potential intelligence significance.
]I.s the Cornmd, ttee kriows , these biographic files are rna LrrtiaLn e d :
(now at CIA incidentally) as analytic suppo~t. It is also
Dossible that the Corr~ission was referring to the fact that- ,
names are frequently seen in traffic collected for foreign
intelligence purposes and the~efore NSA might have access
to foreign names not otherwise a~ailable to the Intelligence
Cornmun i.t.y ,

Para. 3. It may well be that 'CIA did obtain such
transmissions a~d pass them to K5A for analysis, but no one
?~esently working that analytic area recalls such a request.
Discussions with Dr. Tordella also failed to shed any light
0:1 this s ub j e c t . There are no files 0:- r eco rd s wh.i.c h t.·;e h ave
~een able to locate fro~ that tise frame which would su~­

stantiate such a cl?im. In fact, t~e only file the res?onsible
a:1alytic gro~? has been able to locate conc:rning a request
from- the \'1arren Comr..ission deals Hi th a file compiled f r om
o?en sources citing major dates in the last months of Osw~ld's

life. Pz e s urnab Ly the date file "7=.5 to be compared w i, th NSf'..
?ro~uct o~/about the key dates in the ho?e that sonething
c ou Ld ~e d e duc e d . Tne file does not cont.a i.n any "hits. II

The analysts who pe:-forrned this effort have since retired .

. Para. 4. - The Ln f o rrna L request from Hr. Dulles is
the known total extent of NSA's role i~ assistina in the
·investication. The file discussed in paragraph'} is ~ne only
file th;s far recovered. ' There is no informatio~·which can
now be identified ~hich was develo~ed from Cuban or Soviet
~rans~,'s-;ons rQla·;ng ~o ~hQ ass~:s;~a~;onL... ..... ':l.L_ ,:) ..... .L _ ,-_ ... '- l..___ ~,:) _.:.. '-- L._

Para. 5. - We have no information on this subject
at all. However, oursuant to the subject raised during the
Tordellainterview: we.have~se~rched our files manually,
a-nd C'.S l-lr. Lowman agreed' during the Tordella in tervie\y, ,·je
have z eccvexed three product ·repor'ts (Inclosures 2' through :;
4) which show 'that Cuban military forces did go on alert
ifr~ediateiy after the assassination. There is ~ SIGI~T.
evidence, however, that the Cuban forces were alerted pr~o~

to the assassination, thereby suggesting that they had prior
knowlecge of the event.
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Para. 6. - No hard copy material of any kind was
pr,ovided to the COillffiissi9n (~ee Para. 1).

QhL70~1~t...
DAVID D. LO\-n1.z;.~

Special Assistant
to the Director .

for COnBressional Reviews
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II

'Lowman
jEXEMPT

DIR
D/DIR
ESS
ESS/R
ESS, Mr.G,L
NCRD;:;';::":E;:::P:::-----J

A, Miss Caracristi (Less Incls)
L221

cc:

J" -:
:. " ./.MfR: Inclosures 2 t~~OUCj 4 ara product reoorts n~~ered

2/0J... EXEMPT !R66-63 , 2jOEXEMPT R196-63 and 2/0J~<XEMP;[R5B-63.

lEXEMPT
]

Foster/0/ESS/3161s/26 Jan 76/kjb
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Access to this d o cu rn e nt i w i]l be restricted to those persons

cleared for the specific p r oj e ct s,

This doc U':"I'I:'''' r c::.r:Jai"s inFor,"Clli~, DrrC'~t;n~ .I.C' n·;li':t~':t1 J,=~~';17 or ;hr -\J";I,,:,d S,o'c:s· _ilhin .,",CO ,"C'oni:"lS1' 0'

rh. c~P:o:"-J9~ 1I;J-' U. S.: Code: Tille' 18, SC'C:lion; 7VJ: 79': a~:i 790e ThC' 10 - prani!,;'. its tlansm;ss-iof'l O' .10..
le"ela'i o" al;t5 e e..',:,nls ill any mall"!.'1 10 all ullaulha.iled ~"·SD".D\ "'ell as ih ,,~e;" Dnl' ",,,,,net pleiu~i~iDI

'-10 11." s"II:ly 0' ;nl",,,sl 01 I"~ U.,ill.'d S'ol"S' 0' 101 I!." ~:",:,r" 01 onl' lo."i;n go"~,"m,,nl loll." cI"rri,""nt 01
11'0 Uni,-:-:! S~=-~;s. II is 10 In: aaen onl, ~T ,~rJ,on",:1 e s ...~ci~J1y indoct,i"otC'cI and ovl!.o,;Z'cod 10 'e'C'C:-io..,~ i",­
IO'rl'QJ~CV\ in 1"-1: dc:""ignalr.clc.onJrol IChonnC'ls. Irs ,"C'eurit)'" "-':,IU I:u: ",oinJoineci i,. occo,dance' _i.l, rC'iv!o,ion"

pe'lo;"i"; 1,;0 ,;_:- BY EM:..,,, '11,,1 Crun'"unicatio.,s J"tC'n~j':''':C' Co""oh. No oc';Dn is to he- 'to~,=,n Dn 0"7' Co""­

I'Ivnicotionl. inlclligconclC' wl.icn ,"oy III:' cDnlain,,:d hco,e-i",_ l'er;,=,,~1C"1:' 01 IIII:' DJ.~ntog-: to l:u: goined, if such

Dctio... might ho¥C' the' C'rrC"C'. or ,e I'I:'Dling t"co c .. is'C'nc.C' G.'u: "or,,'e or the- SDu:ce,. unle:to" such oc.ion is. fi,st

OP~'O"f"J....J:a.f the app.o?,iale Gulho,ily.
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Si:I.i:CT CO .... }OIIT~~.e; TO

STU:lY COV[~SMe::NrJ\L OP'ER"TION~ ""11TH

RS::SPECT 'TO IN1'"~L~Ic:a:NCE"CTIV1TI~S

v...;.:;"INGTON. o.c. 20510

January 13. 1976

E::-. Thoi7ias K. Lati!iier
Special Assistant to the Se cre t ary"
U. S. D~P2rt~~nt of Defe~se

Washington, D. C. 2030~

Dea:::- TO:"7l:

I '-.. . th S' C ' I' • •n connec~~o~ w~cn e e_ect c~..~ttee s ~nvest~gat~on

t~e assassination of President Ken~edy, we earlier received
a~5~ers to certain cuestions put to KSA. Since then we hav~., -- .. . 1 - . .",.- .. ., -...
exarn~nec otner mater~a perta~n~ng to ~~~ s cont~1Dut1on to
_._~ i.':'-"":""'--~ Co-iSC::';O..,I S in-·~s-i""""''''io''' an d .-.:> de s i.r r,,..._.;o_~ •. - .. :::,_,:,:::c. .'_C'- _~" _L v_ ~-5doL..- •• do •• L '"0_ ,_.:> __ e .:..u._~n_.:..

of

oy ~ay of backgrbund for this request, we note the Warren
Cornmi.s 5 :'0::' provide d ~iSA varLous do cur.en t s and a ske cl NSA to r=­
v:=~ ~~~~ ror any c~y?tolo8ical si3~ificance. NSA fou~d no
c r vo t o l.o s i c a l S1·C"7"':';:1.·C-""C.:> an d Lt s r e o o r t 0= th i.s =-ro'- wa s '""' •... ~1:-'L... ..-.-o":"-..=-- ~~.~..:.. .:::'.lr.. - c::..I. .. ;..:..I... "::,.:..L.. .L .......... .1.c..,-~ ..',G. !""t:.u-
~~shea ~y t~e Co~~ss~on.

1. By letter of July 10. 1964, (a copy of which is attached)
1·::-. R=~1:_i.::- ':J!"o""ided Gene.ral Bl2.ke 2. CODV of certain docu~er;.ts

requested by Dr'. Torcella for ~;SA's files. Since -NSA's analYsis
-. . ,. d . . s: R I' I

o~ tne ~oc~::ents ~as appa~ent_y co~~ete at tne t~~~ o~ 2n~~n 5
letter . \"-e wi sh to k:.lOH \vhy NSA wan:ed to keeo these doc~en::5

for i ts f~ Ie. Further, "'~·e "'-lish to know l-ihat us e! if anv! >-;25
made of these. documents and what results relevant to the ass~ssina­

cion were obtained from such use.

2. .. In a Co~ssion staff in~~~~t memorandum, d'i scus s Lng the
do cumen t s p r ovi.de d NSA, it is reported that NSA is "primarily
interested ir:. names." and NSA claims it has "information on n eraes
"'·ihicn the. CI..i_ does not have." Ass urninz these statements are ?_<:.=.
curate, we wish to know what si2nificance. such names would have
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l·~r. Thomas K. a t~m..:··

January 13. 1976
I'.J.ge. T'...;o

..":,
p.j; t r~ ".[,. \i! ;'.

.6 el'! " ; r: -... '~J; J ;. -- I J" )
dE "

( .

-.
~'.-A ~ •. '60- • s: t' "'·SA. h d th -- CIA ~'dt:_o ,·...· ..\·?no ~·iQ?l. ~nJ...orrn2 100 on n?r::~s 11. a 2L. h C~ not.

I f nCl.~-;-;~s ht:!.d s·ir;;n.ificarlce. 't-7hat na:r:es did HSA use in i ts 2nal~'sis?

3. He are Ln f orme d that CIA obtained t.ransmi.s s i.on s from the.
Soviet Embassy in }~xico City for November or December '1963 ~,d

that it may have pas~~d these to NSA for analysis. Did NSA re­
ce i, ve t"'r.ese transm i s sio!J:.~__q~_.~ny_.. ~~a!":.~.~J._s s i.on s -Te le~_~~~ to the
~~~in_atiq!J._~n51uiD"? Di_d_it 21Jji.1vZ~ them? 1·rnJ:~t.-J·7er~t...h; r"'-

~u_l.t_~Qf-2-_ts 2.nalysiS!? . . ;.

4 T.~", 2Y"Q ;n-"'e-Y"este~ Ln Lea'rnfnz --'ne ext.en t 0,::"':;5"'-'s rolo_ .• \1 _ _ __ L _ .......... _ _J. _L 0 L..... "' .. _:. .. L- .L 1, ..""\ ~n

assisting in the investigation of the assassination. In that
·con~ection. please infoTW ti~_CQ~itt~~_~r.e__~xtent of NSA £; 10 s '
relati~g to the. ~~~~S~~Q~tio~. ~2~ese provi~e the st2~f o~ the
Ca~-;Tttee-2ccess to those files. Please nrovide the staff with
a su~~...::..i.·-"o-.E-aI1 i-~form.~tio;- NSA d~velop-ed--f'rom C\~b2.n or SOv-iet
--~~s~'-s:o~- rel-~;-~ ~o t"n= --s-ss;~a~~o~l. ...c.o.., ,'"-~ .l.. •• ::> _c:..'-_LL~ 1.- • _ c:..::> c:.. _~_ \.. .... ~ ••

5. \·ie. "='.=.ve b e en i.~fcIUi~d that af t e r the as sas s i.na t i.cn 'C~;

Cuban g~~=~~ent i~5tructed'its embassies and cc~sulates to re-­
t urri a Ll, files on OS-";2ld to Cuba .. ~·::'1.2t inforii12ti_on does NSA
h2.v.e 0"'" ".-::.etner such instructions ~::re issued?

...

We ~o~ld.appr~ciate receiving i response to
as soo~ as possible a~d to eApedite this inquiry
a copy of this 'letter to Hr. Foster of NSA.

!:hese que.stio~s

s e n dfzrz•• ·0

Sincerely,

cc: Erank Foster

.-.
I~ a _.

,- Altbn H. Quanbeck

___-L_
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In :'~2:;:!rd to Dr. T;J:-dclllJ ':1 :-eQ~e::;tl t}10 I;Lltl:;n:.l
S cu,'1t:t !\;;e.:;.cy l!l [l'Jt!l;j~'lzccJ t-:> ~:e~~") [,Jr ..it:; fUe the f .Jllvuin3
P~~:0~,~;~lc C~~lC~ 0r 1tC~3 ~hlch h~~Q b~c~ ~~ej oJ tt~

C:';~;':;~i:':1. l:l .!.t:.A 1.:~'::::\t·l~ntion:

(1 ) CU'-!:li~:Jlon Exh.!.bH 31

(2) Cu::...=I.=:~iCtn ~~hib:!'; 15

(3 ) C·,) =_-:.1::; ::.1(,:1, E..~...~1.b!. t. ln~-.
(l.;.) C·.)!:.~lss1o~ EAhi~H 13

. (5} r:"'-j')e"rlt t en "ver':'· en of CC~15~lun.~hlblt24.... "'J.L" ...-. .,)J. __

. ".

(6) ..... B'. X. It{:;:n3 1.-2, J..-6.l'. .

. {7J' P. B. I. it~~~ 137. 152

. Th;?~k you fa"!:' the cccpera t10n and as!.la ton:::c J'ClU
.l:nve re:nccrcd ~1.~ C:)l;:t;1:3.:l1or~•

..............~

J. Lee Rankin
Gc~~r:ll CCJ>ln:lel •• 01
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