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L ATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY °
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE

FORT GEQORGEZ G. MEADE, MARYLAND 223755

Serial: NOO078 i
26 January 1976
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MEMORANDUM FOR TEE PRINCIPAL D“ﬁ&TY ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF DZFENSE (INTELLIGENCE)

SUBJZCT: Senate Select Committes Quariss to NSA Concerning

the Warren Commission

Referance your letter dated 14 January 1976 transmitting

& regusst from Mr. Alton Quanbeck of the Sanate Sslect
Committee Staff. The following informaticn is p*ov1c°d in
resoonse to Mr. Quanbeck's letter, kayed by paragraph to
his letiter (inclos=23d8 - s=22 undesrlined portions). Most of
the information was made available to the SSC Stafif, Mr.
Jim Johnson, during an intsrvisw with Dr. Louis Tordella
on 20 January 1975. '

Para. 1. - NSA requesté‘ permission to retzin
thotocopias of thosz2 reports on wiich w2 had worked merely
as racord copies of our eififorts ca beshalf cof the Ccmmission.
It was felt that if a guestion should arise at thzat time :
concerning what analytic efforts had been involved and the
numbar of manhours expended, a r=cord copy would prove useiul.
o operational use was made of these documents except toO
hold them on file for a period of time which canniot now be

determined. To the best of our present knowladge, the photo-
copies have now been destroyed. Absolutely no results
relevant to the assassination were obtained through NSA's
analyulc look at the exhibits. The Commission, in the parson
of Mr. Allan Dulles, had asked Dr. Tordella, informally, to
review the exhibits for any .secret writing or codes which
might haves b=zen contained in the documents. Dr. Tordella,
after causing a carsful review of the documents by NSA crypt-
analysts, rszported verbally to Mr. Dulles and other Commission
members that nothing whatsoever had besen achieved by the
analytic eifort. No written reply was supmﬁtted
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Para. 2. — NSA is uncertain as to what is precisely
by these commants, but wes assumz that the cormments on
refer to our b*ograonﬁc files which are maintained on
ign personalities of potential intelligence significance.
the Committse knows, these biographic files are maintained-
w at CIA lﬂcidentany) as analytic support. It is also

i that the Commission was, referrlng to the fact that
freguently ssen in traific collectad for foreign
ce purposas and therefore N35A mlgH“ have accsass
mes not otherwise adailable to the
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Para. 4. - The _

in assisting i

n Paragraph 3 i

no information”whi

ped from Cuban or S
ssination.

ation. Tne I*le dlscu 2

s far recovesred. There i
ident'fied which was devel
ssions relaelng to thea ass

wownoH

Para. 5. - We have no n_ormatlon on thlS subject
at all. However, pursuant to the subject raised during the
Tordella interview, we. have*: searchad our files manLally,
znd as Mr. Lowman acreed dL;lng the Tordella intervisw, ve
have reccversd thres product reporis (Inclosures 2- thro ch
4) which show that Cuban mlllua*y forces did go on alert
1mmed1a;_;3 after the assassination. There is no SIGIWT

evidence, however, that the Cuban forces were alerted D*i
to the assassination, thereby sugcesting that they had pri
knowledge of the event.
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Para. 6. - No hard copy material of any kind wzs
provided to the Commission (see Para. 1).

N D i

DAVID D. LOWw:Ma

Specizl Assistant

to the Director )
for Congressional Reviews

4 Incls: . T
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CC:

M/R:
2/0

DIR. toess .LHC.LST
D/ DIR - o Siriy
ESS o N et
ESS/R

ESS, Mr. Lowman

G, EXEMPT

NCRDEF

A, Miss Caracristi (Less Incls)

1221 TR
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Seriai: 'N007g

s

inclosures 2 throuch 4 arz product reports numbered
'R66-63, 2/05rPR196-63 and 2/O!E'><EMPT{R58-—63.
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- STUDY COVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS V/ITH
RISPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
.~ (ru=siemT To 3. mEs. 21, 3aTH COmSAlsY)
V/ASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
Jznuary 13, 1976
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of these.documents a2nd what results relevant to the
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2. .In a Commission staff internal memorandum, discussing the
documents provided NSA, it is reportzd that NSA is "primarily
interestad in names,' and NSA claims it has "information on nam=es
wnlch the CIi does not have.” Assuming these statements zsre zac-

curate, we wish to know what siegnificance such names would have

Clas=y

. et e —— e, & = = ——

2o -: ODC SnTelf .

i '-hfﬂ\l --I':l.\.l\:rlc»\lll

O A I oo A STHIBMEE 032 7 1) |juas - baieiors, =
At \l.!‘_:.|\'.'-. = b Sarie oo 1 s ,‘N e

T L PXUMIT :

et (Ve e oplis sy wr ozete

- Ab Bl ALY LY L.\\h \\-u;

we

A
I\ ;_‘-J_J,,.LL—LC_ C(. j.\.__u l,".'f-.f

*. 3yl Zate or evial;




to NSA-and i formation on names NSA had that CIA did noc:.
If nawes had sigaificance, what names did HSA use in its znalysis?
3. We are informed thazt CIA obtaina2d transmissions from the

Soviet Enbassy in Mexico City for Novamber or Dzcember 1963 =znd
that it may have passed these to NS4 for analysis. Did NS4 re-
ceive these transmissions or any_trznsmissions-relevant to the
assassination inquiry? Did it anc.lvza them? Whet were Chs ra-

2r to Mr. Foster of NSA. --

Sincerely, -

e ! o Alton H. Quanbeck
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sults of its z2na2lysis? ° .
O Ve are interested in learning the extent of HSA's role in
assisting in the invastigation of thas assassination. In that
conneaction, plezse inform the Committee the extent of NSA files:
relating to the zssessipation. Plezse provide the staff of the
Committes access to those files. Pleass provide the staff with
a2 summary of all information NSA devesloped from Cuban or Soviat
transmissions relating to thes asszassination.
5. We hzwvz been informad thet aftcer LF= assassinzticn tha
Cuban govarnzent instructad its embassies and censulatss to ra--
turn 2li files on Cswzld to Cuba.. LnaL information dozs NSA
have on whather such instructions wers issuad?
tions & and 5, plezs=
the Warren Commiissicn
ing that fact.
Ve wolld appraciate rzceiving 2 response to these guestions
2s soon 235 possiblz znd to expedite this inquiry w2 ars sending
z is lett
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Dear Generel Blake
In rezord to Dr. TJ—d llat3 rzquest, the Hatlonal
S curity Azency is puthorized to kezp for Ats flle the fslloving
pbc-;:r“;ﬁlc ccples of itenma which havo bocn used by the
- ... Cums=izsion in Lt invest

. B, I ltems A-2, A- 6

(7)* F. B. I. items s 157, 152
‘Thank you far the cooperation
rave renfered tho Conmission,

cc: Mr. Rediin
Fr. Willens -
Mr, “Hosk
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and essliatance you
Sincerely,
SICKED

J. Lee Rankin
General) Counsel .
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X The:alert-in’Oclente Prorince (see 2/(EXEMPTR196-63) 13 bew" .
o . - . - . — M et
Jieved to bLa termtpated. The alert), apparently prompted by -
ilretldant KEIMZ=DY'S .deach.on’ 22. Noveaber,  vas possibly pre-: . .
wizhadaled to terainate on 23 Movexzbor. - “Thera'have:been two oxdars
~hich sugzgest chat the:alert was Béatinad to be-coneluded on’ & .
25 Hovember; ‘They, pra: 1. e s e

.
. . o .
L I .

22w’ v 34.1)  Aecess:ro thea Coastal Observatfon Poat a@ExEMpT| .
| EXEMPT Jv23, vestrlcred uncil 25 Novembe 1
= STV ES

~f the alert (see Z/QEXEMPTR667~63); and, . . 77 0 LR

5 o - V. . e e

’ - -7, s

. . 2) Subordinstes of Bines, Headquarters Bistemn Naval y -
Mstrler, ware to 'recalve further oxrdeys on the 25ch, presmabdly,

‘foncernlng tleir alers szacus (2/(EXEMPTRIZ6-63); no ‘Buch grdera. j

“1avz been moted fn cocmunleatians. -, i, L . yooed
: . T T R S et :.;'_

' " There harz be2n no fu-ther references In i.n:erceiu;ﬂl. ;
‘tatioms.co the alerk slnca EXEMPTI on 23 Movember (2/QEXEMPTR667-63). ~ .
. . - . P . - SO . . . . r— . . ,

A . g - "w o

"Xt _is posafble tha: the restricted access co the Observation

lost a:‘ EXEMPT extends to othec Observation Posts In‘Oriente:
*roslric@ such as_reportcd on 2] Novecher when Plrst Army Coastal °

dbservatlgn Pbstz vere placed In an alerc status . AN
(27 RIEXEMPTRL.88-A1) ,-2ud that the rdatriccion was to he lifted on” - .°
23 lirvemBEr by all those poath. - .o ) .o L.

.ol * .

P Further Indfcariom that.the alere has temminated 1a tho fact
(Lhat rthe Cuban Favy -was engajed In an i{sland-vlde communicatiods:
excrclise on 25 Mosenhier. . It 1s conaidered unlikely that such an .
‘exerclse wonld be cunducted umdier. elere condlilona. » o

‘. There havn he y furcrer rzeferencon to the alaxt status
wil the (P pcreen
aervad an 23 Movenbex
‘Focess Cuka communicnt lons
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