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Detg- :\II;\:t, Martin %

.i 1;hi~ is in re~~en~~ ~o ygU~ ~~~~e~t ~~~ the vi~w~ o~
th~ .C~ntr~l Xnt~lli~ence Agency O~ th~ ~ubBtitut~ ~~sol~tie~
P&~po~ed by th~ ~ep~~t~e~t of Ju~tiG~ {DoS) concerning the
Az~a~~in~tion M~t~ii&l~ Di~closu&e Act Qr 19920 PIQ&se £ind
en9JO~ed our P:topo~~d chang~~ ~o PO~"~ d&~ft re~Q]utiQ~, As
&e~l~dEed in th~B8 ch~nge3, OUb 9bin~~ conce~n i~ that
origiri&ting agencies/ r~ther then tn@ Review Boa~d's
Executive Di~eetor, ~hould make the initial geterrnination
about :whether assas5in~tion maLerials may be iele&sed to the
pU~H~o

co: Creg Jones, DoJ
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Ad~~~ the end of ~ection 50
: I l
,i ~i(m} SECURI~Y ?ROCEDURESQ~~ Th~ R~vi~w ~o~rd ~hal1 ~k€

~pprop'riate p~ov:J,~io:n~ :>;0;: Bcc:eBJl'lJ tOt h8!liJdHn9' o ~nd £iteJbl>\g~

of1el~ssi~ie~ or oth~r ~efi~itiv@ in~Orm~biOliJ by tft@ ~~Q~d

an~·ib$ ~taffo ~uch proeedure~ ~h~ll n® d@v~lop~d with due
~~~ar~ for the protection of intelligence sourcss and
m~rhod~ g60~ ~nBu~h~~~~~d di~cl~~~~@oo

:i I
Rapl~qe ~ection 7 with th~ fol1owin~g
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"S&C' 0 ~1 XNITXMJ MV;lJl~W Of ASSASSI'bNATION ~~RXA&'S
; i
, j

~ D;(a) TRANSFER ~ AND REVIEW ~y ORIGbNhTIWG A~~CYo~~

Ea~h ~ecQtive &gencyo including th~ N~bibn&l Archiv8b«
shall itran3f~& to th~ origin~tiTI~ body, within ( ) daY6
aHer lenactment ogl:his Join\: R~5011J:cionl ~ny i].;j;l;>g13~inatio:fl

mat:e:rial in .it.2l posB~~~ion 0;;: cDntrol fen:, ""hiGh it is no\;;,
th~ o~i~inaEing body 0 E~ch e~igin~ting bOdy ~hall Gonduct
an initi&l bevi~~ of the a~e&ssin~tion mat~ri&18 it
originated. Where infQrm~tion within ~ r@coro wa~ prQviC~d
by· ~n iagency oth~r th~n the g~igin&ting body of th~t ~ecord,

this initial review 3hall inclQd~ consult~tion with SYGh
, I

OtP~6 la~eneyo

. 0 {b} INITIAL DISCLOSURE DETEro1INATION!o ~= Within {
days dfter enactment of this Joint R€~olution8 ~ach
ori~iri&ting body ~h~11 complete i~~ initi~l review of
as~asSinati6n materiais (as described in paragraph (a)
©.bov~)' and £hSll1 mak~ fJ[j initial detrarminl2lti6fi for each
rn;~,te:riEJl whct.hez it may b~ :rele<'2Bedl in it~ entirety pursuant
~o the 5tandabd~ ~stablish~d by thi~ Joint Resclutiorto If
the G~igina,'cin9' body determines that an asga~:5il!a.licm
ma~~&i~l may be relea~edo ~hen ie 3hall t~~n~ffiit th~
mat0rial to ~he Archivist v ~nd the Archivist ~hal1 ~ke the
material availabl~ to the publio a~ ~rovid~d in section ~,
rg enG originating body determine§ ~h&t an ~6B&~6ination

!"a~terialv or particular :info~tion within an a~~I:'i~~ination
ffll~J:~riaL qualiHe:El for po~tponero~nt gf dii:>closu:r€ undez
sectiDn 6, then it e:Mll tZ~71~mit th(:; nmt~t:ialo together
with 8 statement of the re~so~~ fo~ po~tponemel1t, to th~
R@~ie~ Board for review under ~eGtiol1 So

~ (c) PRE.sUM~O!·lON FOR RELEASEo-~ In the absG;!'lce o~

pe:::suasive evidence t.hat ilm e s sese i nat i cn znatel'."i/;J,l 0;':

po·rt.icular i~for:matiol1 within em aS~MBin8ltio);7, ~t~dell
fal1£s;within the exemptions eBtab1i~hed ~n section 6, the
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or~gi~~ting b~gy ~h~11 ~®l~~se th~ m~G@~i~l to the ~ublie ~~
de~er~b~d in p~r~gi:eph (hp eh~v@o~

:! i
Affi~~~I~~G~ig~ ~(~) ~Q &G~d ~~ fol1ow£s

· [ I

1 ~(~) AP~~L~ ~ ~rE~~.oo Th~ R~vi®w Bo~rd ~h611
re~iew ~nd ~pply ~h~ §tB~d£~d~ fOb ~~1~~~~ ~~t ~o~th in ~hi~
Joint l~e~ol~tien to ~11 r®~g~d~ re~~~r~d to the R~vi@w ~o&rd

bY! o&igina~~g bodies und~~ ~ectign 1(b)Q~
· i [
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!
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~~f~b ~~gi~l~tive R~ference
~~~~~~~v@l at~ic~ of th~ P~®~icl~nt
Q~!i~~~~f~ M~n~9~~®~t: ~nd B~clget

WaShi~,e~~c DC 20503 "
j :"~,-,,:I,..-..~,,\\ '\:.
~.~~

De~r~; '~

i' I
~ ~ ~biting to €Xpbe~~ th~ vi§~$ ol the D~p8rtrne~t Q~

D~t®fi~~ ~n ~h~ D~pabtrn~nt of J~sticsU~ propo~®d ~ubstit~~@ fg~
$~n~t~ Jqifit ~sgluti~ft ~e2if ~ joint r~~olution to provide for
th~ e~pe~itiou~ di$c1os~b~ of record~ r~l~v~ftt ~o ~he

~ss61ssin~'\':.lofi :g~ P&:~~ident John 2' 0 Kennedy 0 S~~~t@ ,Joit!'!;,
~esolhtidft 282 ~reates a fiv~ member A~~~~~in~tign Mate~i~l
~eview Bqarcl (R~vi~~ Board)~ assisted by an E~®cutiv~ Director
and ~~aff~ th~t ~ould be rQquired within twg y~~r~ of its first
~~~tin~ ~o en~ur~ the release of ~~ ~&ny ~~~a~sina~ion materi§ls
coftc~~ning Pr~sident John F, K~n~@dy«s a~sassination m8terial~ &~

pos3d.ple t

~heIDepartm~n~ of Defense strongly Suppor~~ the cQn~ept of
~aking cl~cum~nt~ av~il&bl€ to the publie in ~ m~nneb ~h~t
pres~&ve$ co~£id~ntiality jnterests, Subj~et ~o the following
changes ~n its p~oposed substitute, W~ d@~er to ~he Department of
JusElce to stace ,the Administration" s po~i't.ion on thi~

le9'i~1",tiono ..
I ~

Fir~to Senate Joint Resolution 282 make~ no provision to
enSufe that access to classified inf9rma~ion by the Executive
Dire6tob~ the staff supporting the Executive Di~@eto~, and the
members pf the R~view Board 1~ ffiad~ contingent on their hQvi~g

cur~~nt 5ecuritv clearances at the appropri~te lev~l, ~n our
co~~ent~ on sen~t@ Joint Resolution 282 0 we becomm~fided adding a
provls1dn to th~ legisl~Lion to ensur@ th~t ffi~~ers of the ~eview

Boardv ~~e peb~cnnel $elec~ed to ~U?POft lL, ~ncl the ~xecutive

Diy~bto~ be ~e~Jir~d to obtain appropriate ~ecurity cle~rane~s

bet ore ~hey obtain access to docUITIen~~ containing classifi€d
inforro~tiono We also reco~~ended th~t ~ pbovision bs §dd~d to
J:'~q",;iJ:(;l lthat classi ned ir:::';o:rrn~t.iofi be properly handl~d sncl
~tor~cl, ! AccordinQly, ~e recommend that the Jus~ice prgpo~ed

SUbstitJte b~ amended 60 include thQs~ provi~i~ns,
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~~cdnd, the senate resolution ~t se~tlun S(&J (3) provides

~hatUpQ~ the dir~ctiQn 0& the Ex~cutive Dir~cto~r gnd without
&eimbu~s~mentf ~Kecu~ive agencies and other intormatiQ~

o&igih~t~ng bodi~s within the Executive ~r~nth 3hall d~~ail t~

the R~V!~~ BO~6d ~uch p~~sonnel as may be nse~$~~ry to ~~rry out
the P~.E;"P~I£@~ (;If thig E'c:301tl'i:ion. We ~rl;) of the view th~t such
det~ll~ ~hQuld be made oOly with th@ ~pp6Q\l'@1 of th~ diree~c~ of
th~ ~~e~qy or oth~r organization that ~mploy~ those individu&lso
Th~re~Q~'E ~~ ~lso ~ecornmencl th~t Ju~tiee include this langu~g~

in itl¥ dZ<iifto

·~hiJ~f section 8{j} of ~he sena~e resolution requi~~~ th&t
th~ R~vi~w Board pUblish a notice of e~ch of its d~cisiong to
postpbne1opening ~Ss~~~ifiation materi~ls to the public. Each
~uch: ~~tice i~ to describe the volume and fi~tur~ of rnat~bials
affe~~@ct!bY the postponement. We reeomm~nd that th~ Senate
resoluti~n bs ~mefided·to ensure th~t th~ publish~d notices do not
in~d~~bt~ntlY disc!Os~ el&ssifi~ct informationo The Justice
p:!:op~s~d. ~ubstitut~ Bhoulcl also be amended to include this
cnanljeo

. I

I
;subject to these changes the Department of Defense ha3 no

objedtio~ to Th~ D~partment of Justice proposed substitute for
S~n&t~ JOint Resol~tion 282.; .

SincerelYr

Chester Paul Be&ch p Jr.
Acting GenGr81 Co~nsel
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