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Leers STOlKES, Chairman.

U.S. H01GSE OF REl'RESENTATIV"ES j

SELECT Coxorrrrsr; OX ASSASSIX.J.TI0XS j

IVashinqton; D,C' j December eo, ]D'S.

Hon. EDJlU;XD L. HEXSlBLAW j Jr' j

Oler!.; of the House, U.S.Oapitot j

lVashington" D.C..
DE.-\.R ::\1R. HEXSH.-1W: On behalf of the Select Committee on ~-\::5a5­

sinations, and pursuant to the mandate of House Resolutions 222 and
4:13. I am filing: for presentation to the House of Representatin~"the
enclosed Summary of Findings and Hecommendations of the Select
Committee on Assassinations,

As has been agreed upon with the Speaker of the House, the Com­
mittee is filing this Summar". of Findings and Recommend1ltiQJ1s while
the preparation of the complete volumes of its Final Report continues
under YOllr auspices. The complete Final Report will include Volume
I. the Findinzs and Recommendation;: of the Select Committ('p with nil
ann lvsis of tile evidence concerniiur each finding and l'(,t'oJnl1wlIdatiol1 :
and 'Volumes II and sequential volumes, whicll will contain the Com­
mittee's hearings. scientific reports j and other materials pertinent to
the Committee's il1Yestigatioll. These volumes will be presented to the
House as soon as they can be suitably prepared for publication. includ­
ing, where nppropriate. the decla!"sific11Itioll of classified infol'll1ution.
It is 111.1ticip::ted that the entire Final Report will be published b~'
March ;30, 1919.

Sincerely,

/XU)
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I. F:c;.;DI~GS OF THE SELECT CO:ll:ID:TTEE O~ _~MS§l~)'TIO~5 IN THE
AsSASS!:\ATIO:S OF PRESmE~T JOHN F. :KE:\~EDY IN D.u.:L.&s: TE%'j

:NOVE:llBER 22: 1933
A. Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots at President John F, Ken~

nedy. The second and third shots fired stnxck the President. The third
shot he fired killed the President.

1. President Kennedy was struck by two rille shots fired 'from

behind him.2. The shots that struck President Kennedy from behind him
were fired from the sixth tloor window of the southeast corner of
the Texas School Book Depository buildin~o

3. Lee Harvey Osw8J.ld owned the rifle that was used to fire the
shots from the sixth ftOOJr window of the southeast comer the
Texas School Book DepositOll'y building.

4. Lee Harvey Oswald
j

shortly before the aiSSassim:,tioD j had
excess to and was present on the sixth JaDO!' of the Te:!:W"l School
Book Depository bu.ilding,

5, Lee Harvey Osw8J.ld's other actions tend to support the con-
elusion that he assassinated President Kennedy,

B, Scientific acoustical evidence est8.blishes lJi, high probability that
two gunmen fired at President John F. Kennedy, Other scientific evi­
dence does not preclude the possibility of two gunmen firm~ iEll[, the
President. Scientific evidence negates some speciJic conspiracy allege-
tions, .

C. The committee believes: on the basis of the evidence available to
it, that President John F. Kennedy was probably assassIDl1ted as fa,

result of a conspiracy- The committee is unable to identify the other
gunman or the extent of the conspiracy,

1. The committee believes, on the basis of the evidence available
to it, that the :soviet Government was not involved in the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy.

2. The committee believes
j
on the basis of the evidence available

to it, that the Cuban Government was not involved in the assas-
sination of President Kennedy.

3. The committee believes, on the basis of the evidence available
to it, that anti-Castro Cuban groups: as groups1 were not involved
in the l1ssassination of President Kennedy: but that the available
evidence does not preclude the possibility that individual members
may have been involved.

40 The committee believes, on the basis of the evidence available
to it, that the national syndicate of organized crime, as a group,
was not involved in the assassination of President Kennedy~ but
that the available evidence does not. preclude the possibility that
individual members may have been involvedo

5. The Secret Service: Federal Bureau of Investigll.tion~ and
Central Intelligence AgencY1 were not involved ID the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy,

I
J'
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D. _\.gencie:: and depurtments of the ros. Government performed
with varying degrees 0 f competency in the fulfillment of their duties.
President J olin F. Kennedy did not receive ndequuts pi:ote\:tioll. A
thorough and reliable investigation into the responsibility of Lee
Hurvev OS\\":! ld for the assnssinarion of President ,]olin F. Kennedv
was conducted. The Investigation into the possibility of conspiracy in
the assassination was inadequate, The conclusions of the investicn­
tions were arrived fit in good faith: but presented in 11 fashion that
was too definitive,

I. The Secret Service was deficient in the performance of its
duties. 0

(a) The Secret Service possessed information that was not
properly analyzed. .inVl:'Higated. or n-ed .by. the §eeret.SpIT­
lee III connection with the President's trrp to Dn llas : in ud­
clition, Secret Service agents in the motorcade were inude­
qnutely prepared to protect the President from a sniper,

(b) The responsibility of the Secret Service to in vestigate
the assassination was terminated when the Federal Bureau
of Jrnwstig1Jlticm assumed primary investigative responsibil­
ity,

2. The Department of Justice failed to exercise initiative in
supervising and directing the investigation by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation or the assassination.

3. The Federal Bureau of Inrestisation performed with YfI.!'.)"­
ing degrees of competency in the fulfillment of its duties.

(a) The Federal Bureau of Investigation adequately in­
vestigated Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the assassinntion and
properly evaluated the evidence it possessed to assess his po­
tential to endanger the public safety in [t national emergency,

(b) The Federal Bureau of Investigation conducted a
thorough and professional investigation into the responsi­
bilitv of Lee Harvev Oswald for the assassination,·

(c) The FederalBureau of Investirmtion failed to investi­
IZate udequntely the possibility of a (,oJlspil'nc~' to nssnssinnte
the President.

(d) The F('<1('I'a1 Bnrenn of Invostiention was deficient in
its sharing of information with other agencies and depart­
merits.

4. The Central Intcllirrence ."I.!!('ncy \'f1.S deficient in its collec­
tion and sharing of information' both prior to and subsequent to
the nssassinnt ion.

5. The 'Varren Commission performed with vnrying (kgl'ees of
competency in the fulfillment or its duties,

(17) The 'Va!'r!'l1 Commission conducted n thorouch find
profossionn l inve::ligation into the responsibility of Lre Hnr­
YrY Oswnlrl for thr nssnssinntion,

·(b) The 'V:l:rren Commission fniled to invcstiznt« nrle­
nnntr-lv the possibility of n conspirncv to nssassinnto the
President. This deficioncv was attributnble in part to the
fn ilnro of the Commission to receive all the relevant informn­
t ion thnt was in thp possession of other agencies nnrl depart­
ments of the Government.
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(c) The lVunm.t Commission arrived at its conclusions:
based on the evidence avuilable ItO it, in good bilth,

(d) The W1!rJ:en Commission presented the conclusions in
irs report in a fashion that wus too detinitive,

II. FL."'>;DL",>;GS OF ']flU; ::.)ELEL"l' CO::JJ;)KlTTEE 0;:'; A£:i..l:i:;;l::\,.'flU;:';::; 1;:'; 'Ili):;

A:;;::,,a:i:il::\,ano;:.; OF VUo l1L-\XlTI;:'; Ll:T1il:R IUKG j JR' j IX lI1EliPIDS j

1'rs::-:' j APRIL ~j Hlij&

A. James Earl R:l,Y tired one shot at DR" :Munin Luther King, J 1'.

The shot killed Vi'. .hJ.ug. c

1. Dr. King 'V1lS Killed by one rifle shot tired from in front of
him.

:2. The shot that killed Dr, lung W1!S tired from the bathroom,
window at tile 1'e;],1" of lJ, rooming house at 42~1/2 t.:iouth ~bin
Street, lIlellllJhi:i j Tenn.

~. James Ll1\l'lRay purchased the rifle that was used to shoot
King and transported it from Birmingham, b'1JU, to lHemphis j

Tenn., where he rented a! room ~H {~;l,1/2 South Main ~tl'eet and
moments after the assassination, he dropped it Dear 424 South
Main Street,

4. It is highly probable that James Earl Ray stalked Dr. King
for OJ. period immediately preceding the assassination.

5. James Earl Ray tied tile scene of the crime immediately after
the nssussinution,

6. James Earl Ray's alibi for the time of the assassination, his
story of "If.aoul"j and other allegedly exculpatory evidence are
not worthy of belief.

7. James Earl Ray knowingly, intalligerrtly, and voluntarily
pleaded guilty to the Iirst degree murder of Dr. King.

Eo The committee believes, on the basis of the circumstantial evi­
dence available to it: that there is !II. likelihood that James Earl Ray
assassinated Dr, ::Hul'tin Luther King as 11 result of !i conspiracy,

C, The committee believes, on the basis of the evidence available to
it, that no private organizations or individuals, other than those dis­
cussed under section B, were involved in the assassination of Dr. King.

D." Xo Federal. State or local govt-rumcnt agency was involved in
the assassination of Dr, King.

Eo The Department of Justice und the Federal Bureau of Investisru­
tion performed with nll'ying degrees of competency and legality in Fhe
fulfillment of their duties.

1. The Department of .Instice failed to supervise adequately the
Domestic 11ltelJi,fr"ence Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation. In addition, the Federal Bureau of Investigation: in the
Domestic Intelligence Division's COI:t\TELPRO campaign
against Dr. King, grossly abused and exceeded its legal authority
and failed to consider the possibility that nctions threatening
bodily harm to Dr. King might be encouraged by the program.

2, The Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion performed a thorough investigation into the responsibility of
James End R:JlY for the nssnssinntion of Dr. King, and conducted.
a thorough fugitive investigation. but railed to investigate ade-

R.R. 1828



quately the possibility of conspiracy in the assassination, The Fed­
eral Bureau of Invescization manifested a, lack of concern for
constitutional rights in themanner in which it conducted parts or
the investigation.

III. RE.CO:U::lIE:s-o.\no:s-s OF THE SEI.J::CT CU::liMITTEI: ox AsSo!.§§I::S-.HIO:S-S

I. Ltgis!ath'e Recommendations on 1881/138 bwolL'ing the Psohlbition,
Precention und Pro.1ecutio'n oj A15iSI18SinatioJl8 and Federalb) Cog~
nizabte 11.onucides ~

A. Prohibition and prevention-s-
1. The J udiciary Committee should process for early considera­

dun by the House icgisianon that would make the ussassmutron
of a Chief of Stare OK uny country, ox' his political equivalent, a
F ederal vJien::\!o i1 d!e onender is all American citizen or acts on
behalf of an Anrericun citizen, or ii the ottenuer can be located
in the "Cnited etutes,

:20 The Judiciary Committee should process for early consider­
anon by the House comprehensive legislation that would. codify,
revise and reform the Jr: ederul law or homicide, paying special
attention to assassinations. 'The Judiciary Committee should give
appropriate attention to the related onenses of conspiracy, at­
tempt, assault aud kidnapping in the context of ussassinations.
Suc.i legiSlation snouid be processed independently of the general
proposals for the codificauon, revision 01' retorni or the .It'edel'nl
criminal Inw, 'file committee should address the following issues
in considering the legislation: .

(a) Distinguishing between those persons who should re­
ceive the protection of Federal law because of the official posi­
tions they occupy and. those persons who should receive
protection or Federal law only in the performance 01 their
official duties,

I.iJ) Extending the protection of Federal law to persons
who occupy high judicial and executive positions, including
Justices or the :::Jupreme Court and Cabinet officers,

(C) Tlie upplicabiuty of t lieso laws to private individuals
ill t lie exercise or constirutionul rights,

(d) The penalty to be provided for homicide and tile l'e~

l.u ed otil:!l"e,;, im:llllllllg- tile applicability and the consi ..itu-
tionality of the death penalty, •

(e) The basis for the exercise of Federal jurisdiction, in­
eluding domestic and extraterritorial reach,

(f) The preemption of State jurisdiction without the neces­
sity of any action on the part of the Attorney General where
the President is assassinated,

(g) The circumstances under which federal jurisdiction
should preempt State jurisdiction in other cases,

(h) }L'he powe!' of Federal invest igative agencies to require
uutopsies to be performed,

(i) The ability of Federal investigative agencies to secure
the assistance of other Federal or State agencies, including
the military: other laws notwithstanding,

H.R,1525
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(j) The authority to offer rewards to apprehend the per­
petrators of the crime,

(k) A requirement of forfeiture of the instrumentalities
of the crirue,

(l) The condemnation of personal or other etiects of his­
torical in terest,

(111,) The advisability of providing, consistent with the
first amendment, legal trust devices to hold for the benefit of
victims, their families: or the General Treasury, the profits
realized from books, movie rights, 01' public uppearances by
the perpetrator of the crime; and

(II) The applicability of rhrent and physical zone of pro­
tection legislation to persons under the physical protection of
Federal investigative or law enforcement agencies.

3. The appropriate committees of the House should process for
early consideration bv the House charter legislation for the Cen­
tral" Intelligence Agency and Federal B meau of Investiza tion.
The committees should address the following issues in considerinz
the charter legislation: - ~

(a) The proper foreign and domestic in telligence functions
of the intelligence and investigative agencies of the United
States,

(0) The relationship between the domestic intelligence
functions and the interference with the exercise of individual
constitutional ri!!hts.

(c) The delineation of proper la w enforcement functions
and techniques including: (i) the use of informants and elec­
tronic surveillance, (ii ) guidelines to circumscribe the use of
informants or electronic surveillance to zather inte llizencs on.
or investigate, groups that may be exercising first amendment
freedoms, and (iii) the proper response of intelligence or in­
vestigative agencies where information is developed that an
in formant has committed a crime.

(d) Guidelines to consider the' circumstances. if any, when
an in vestizative agency or a component of that agency should
be disqnalified from taking an actin role in an investigntion
because of an appearance of impropriety growing ant of a
pnrt iculnr int eIlizcnco or investijmr i ve action.

(e) Definitions of the legislative scope and extent of
"sources and methods" and the "inlol':nant privilege" as a
rationn ls for the executive brnncl, withholdinz information
in response to conzressionnl or .i udicin 1 process or other
demand for information.

(f) Institutionnlizino efforts to coordinnte the !!:1therin.'!.
shnrinz. and unalvsis of intellizcnce information. ~ '.

(,(1) Insiu-inz those agencies tha t primarily .<::ather intel­
ligrnce perform their function so as to serve the nrl.'ds of other
ngencie." that primnrily engnge in physical protection. and

(1/) Implementing mechanisms that would permit inter­
n~('ncy rnskinz of particular functions.

n. Pro-ccut ion-i-
1. Tho .Tl1di,.:inrv Committee :::11on1l1 ['01FidL'1' the impact of the

Jll'n':i:,iol1~of liw dr:l1il1~with t hird-p.utv rocot-ds. bail and specdv
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trial as it applies to both the investigntion and prosecution of
federally coznizablc homicides,

~. Tlie .Iudiciurv Committee should examine recently passed
spcoiul prosecutor h:.i.-latiol1 to determine if irs provisions should
!)(' modified to extend rhem to pro-identinl a":",l:"sillntiom: fIlJ(1 the
circumstances, if anv. under which rhov should 111' applicable to
other f~de!';lll~' t"oglli7.ahll' homicirle-,

! I. Administrative r.('("olllm('1j{lrttirnl"~to the Ej',;{-utII'P

The Department of .Iustice should reexamine its contingency plans
for the handlinrr of nssassinarions nnd federallv cszniznble homicides
in lirrh] of the l'~C'ord and findings of the committee. Such all exnminn­
tion ~hOlllt1 consider the following issues :

A, 111~1lI'ing that its ro-ponso tnkp:" full :ulnmtnl!e of inter- find
intrnajrencv task forces unr] th» strike force approach to investijrn­
t ions and prosecutions,

B. Insurina that its l'l'spon!"r takes full advantage or the advances
of science and technolozv, and determining whr-n it shoulrl secure in­
dvpendent panels of scientists to review or perform necessary scion­
tific tasks, or secure qualified independent forensic pathologists to per­
form l'i. forensic autopsy.

C. Insnrinsr that its fail' trin l/fre« press guidelines. consistent with
an alleged offender's right to ft fnir trial. allow information about the
fncts find circnmstnncos surroumlinsr an nssnssintion promptly he made
public. and promptly be corrected when erroneous information is 111i5­

tukenlv released, and
D. 1::ntHinl! at the current time into negotintions with representn­

fives of the media to secure voluntary :lp:reements providing that pho­
togrnplui. audio tapes. television tapes and related matters. made in
nnd around the site of nssassinations. be made available to the Govern­
mont by consent immediately following an assassination.

I!!. General Recommendations for Conqressional Lnoestiqations
A. The appropriate committee of the House should consirlr-r anH'11(1­

ing the RulE'S of the House to provide for a right to appointive counsel
in investigative hearings where a witness is unable to provide counsel
hom private funds,

B. The appropriate committees of the House :::h0111<1 examine the
Rules of the Honse governing the conduct of counsel in leg-i!'il:aive
and investigative hearings and consider delinentinzr 711ide]11I:'s for pro­
fessional conduct and ethic!', includinz gnic1pJinr:: to den! wit l, conflicts
of interest in the representation of multiple wJtl1E':"'s(,~ before n com­
mittel',

C. The Judiciary Committee should examine the ~H1rfJ1l11CY of FN1­
eral Iaw ns it provides for the production Federal ::11(1 State'prisonrrs
before le;.rislatin or investigntive committees under a wr-it of lmhr-as
corpus atl testificandum.

D. The appropriate committees of the HOI1!"f' shoulr] examine and
clarifv the applicability to conzressionnl subpcnn- of J'f'l'Plltly enacted
]r!!islnti,"p restrictions on access to records and other (1oC'1l111Pnts,

'E. ThE' npproprinte cnmmittees of the H OllSI' should consider leglsla­
t ion that would. nnthorize thr estnblisluneut of n legislati,op ('01111;::('1 to
conduct lit iznt ion on behalf of committees of the House incident to

H.E,l828



the investigative or legislative activities and confer jurisdiction on the
r.s. District Court for the District of Columbia to hour -uch luw-uirs.

F. appropriate committees of the House should con-icler if rule n
of rlu- HOl:5(' should be amended. so us to re-t ricr till' vnrrt-nr ac('('~:" 1)\'
all :\1l'mhel' of the HOU"'l~ to tIl!' cln-sified informution ill d[(· PO"'~l'~;..inil
of any ':fil1lmirtee.
Fi", !.'N-rI,'i/l/lr'lIdrltiOlI8 [o» Further In cestiaation

A, The Department of Justice should contract for the examination
of it film taken by Charles L Bronson to determine its sizificnnco, if
any. to the ussassinntion of President Kenneilv. ' .

i{ The National Institute of Law Enforeement and Criminal ,Justice
of the Department of .Iusrics and the Xar ionnl ~l'i('nl'e Foundution
should make n study of the theory and application of II1\' principle:" of
acoustics to forensic questions, using the materials available in the as­
sassination of President John F. Kennedy as n ease studv.

C. The Department of Justice should review the committee's finding's
and report in the assassinations of President .Iohn F. Kennedv and Dr.
)[artin Luther King, Jr.. and after completion of the recoinmended
investigntion enumerated in sections A and B, analyze whether further
offici,al investigation i~ warranted in either ~a.§e. The Department of
Justice should report Its analysis to the Judiciary Committee.

o
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