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1. C - ENTIRE TEXT.
2. BEGIN SUMMARY~ IN A NINETY-MINUTE
MEETING NOVEMBER 4 AT THE KGB HEADQUARTERS IN
MINSK (OTHER ISSUES REPORTED SEPTEL) p

AMBASSADOR MADE REF A DEMARCHE, REQUESTING
ACCESS TO THE KGE'S FILES ON LEE HARVEY
OSWALDo EELARUSIAN KGE CHIEF EDUbRD
SHIRKOVSKIY, WHILE EXPRESSING A WILLINGNESS
"TO ~AKE THINGS ~ORE TRbNSPARENT" TO THE

U.S., SAID HE COULD NOT SIMPLY HAND OVER TEE
DOCUMENTS INASMUCH AS KGB METHODS OF
OPERATION WOULD ALSO EE REVEALEDo HE ADDED
THAT HE WOULD OPEN HIMSELF UP TO ALL SORTS OF
ACCUSATIONS IF HE- ACTED WITHOUT THE APPROVAL
OF ?ARLIAl1ENT.
3. SHIRKOVSKIY SUGGESTED AN EXCHANGE OF
INFORMATION MIGHT BE POSSIBLE, ADDING THAT
EELARUS HAD MANY LINGERING QUESTIONS ABOUT
WHO SENT OSWALD TO THE FORMER USSR AND FOR
WHAT PURPOSE. HE EXPRESSED THE PERSO~AL VIEW
THAT OSWALD HAD NOT ACTED ALONE; OSWALD, HE
SAID, WAS INCAPABLE OF SHOOTING PRESIDENT
KENNEDY WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS FROM SOMEBODY.
SHIRKOVSKIY PROPOSED THAT THE FBI SUBMIT A
LIST OF POINTED QUESTIONS WHICH THE KGB
WOULD SEEK TO ANSWER. UPON RECEIPT AND
INITIAL RESEARCH OF THE QUESTIONS,
SHIRKOVSKIY SUGGESTED UoSo EXPERTS MIGHT
VISIT MINSK TO PARTICIPATE IN A WORKING
GROUP. SHIRKOVSKIY UNDERSCORED THAT SUCH A



~~

VISIT SHOULD BE HANDLED QU!ETLY. END

4. A~EASSADCR SWARTZ ANt ?OL/ECOK CEIEF MET
NOVE~EE~ , FeR KINETY l:NUTES ~!:E EGE CEIEF
EDUArtD SHIRKOVSKIY AT THE KGB EE~DQuARTE~S IN
¥IIWSIC (OTHEi'{ TOPICS REPORTED SEPTEL.)
SHIRKOVSKIY wAS ACCOM?AN!ED BY A NOTETAKER
AND "OSWALD EXPERT" GENNADI! SEMYONOVICB

K~RKEV!CH. ~EFERF.ING TC SHIRKOVSKIY'S AUGUST
4 PRESS CON~ERENCE (REF 3), IN WHICE
SE!RKOVSK!! EhD MENTIONED THE EXISTENCE OF
SIX VCLUMES OF DOCU~ENTS RELATING TO LEE
F.ARVE~ OSWALD, AMBASSADCR WENT OVER THE
POINTS IN REF A, REQUESTING FBI ACCESS ~o

THOSE DOCUMENTS.
ACCESS IS NOT SO SIMPLE

5. SEIRKOVSKIY REPLIED THAT THE DOCUMENTS
HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN IN THE ARCHIVES IN MOSCOW
AND THAT RUSSIAN KGB CHIEFoBAGATIN HA~

OFFERED TO GIVE u.s. OFFICIALS ACCESS TO
THEM. SINCE MANY OF THE EVENTS HAD TAKEN
PLACE IN MINSK, HOWEVER, IT WAS DETERMINED
THAT THE 3ELhRUSIAN KGB SP.OULD REVIEW THE
DOCUKENTSo
50 SEIRKOVSKIY SAID HE HAD RECEIVED MANY
REQUESTS FOR ACCESS TO TEE FILES -~ FROM THE
LIKES OF MOVIE PRODUCERS AND THE WRITER
NORMAN MAILER. ON A PREVIOUS VISIT TO MINSK,
MAILER HAD BEEN INTRODUCED TO CERTAIN PEOPLE,
NOW RETIRED. WHO KNEW OSWALD. MOREOVER,
~AILER HAD EEEN GIVEN ACCESS TO A NUMBER OF
"EASIC DOCU~ENTS." THE AUTHENTICITY OF WHICH
~HE KG3 WAS WILLING TO ?ER~IT TO EAVE
VERIFIED BY WESTERN EXPERTS.

7. TP.E PR03LEM, SAID SHIRKOVSKIY, WAS THAT
THE DOCUMENTS AS A WHOLE--WHICH SHIRKOVSKIY
CLAIMED WERE KEPT IN A SPECIAL SAFE, TO WHICH
NO ONE HAD ACCESS--REVEALED KGB !ETHODOLOGIES
AND REFERRED TO PEOPLE, MANY OF WHOM WERE
STILL ALIVE. SHIRKOVSKIY COULD NOT SIMPLY
HAND OVER THE FILES TO THE FBI OR CIA (HE
ADDED THE LATTER ACRONY~) 0 IF HE DID SOo HE
WOULD &E SKEWERED BY PARLIAMENT AND ACCUSED
OF BEING A TRAITOR AND WORSEo HE NOTED THAT
THE U.s. ITSELF HAD STILL NOT DECLASSIFIED
PORTIONS OF THE WARREN COMMISSION'S REPORT
AND DOCUMENTATION.
BUT WE WANT TO COOPERATE

o
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8. SH!RKOVSKIY NEVERT~ELESS SAID !HE KG5
wau:: EE WILLING "TO MAKE THINGS MORE
E'I
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TRANS?ARENT" TO THE U.S. HE SUGGESTED THAT
PE~HAPS AN EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION WAS
POSSIBLE, WITE THE KG5 AND CIA HANDING OVER
ITS INFORMATION AND THE KGB GIVING THEM
INFOR~ATION FROM ITS FILES. SHIRKOVSKIY SAID
THE KGB HAD MANY LINGERING QUESTIONS ABOUT
OSWALD, WHO SENT HIM AND WHY -- THE CIA, TEE
HAF!}l., WHO?
9. THE AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT THE U.S.
WSULD FIKD IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND IF THE
KGB HELD US AT ARMS LENGTH WHILE PERMITTING

NORMAN MAILER ACCESS Te TEE FILES.
SHERKOVSKIY REITERATED THAT MAILER HAD BEEN
GIVEN ACCESS TO nBASIC DOCUMENTsn ONLY AND
SAID THEY HAD EEEN PROVIDED IN THE HOPE THAT
AN OBJECTIVE OBSERVER AND WRITER COULD MAKE
TEE U.Se PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT UNDERSTAND
THAT THE ENIGMA OF OSWALD AND THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY LAY IN THE
U . S .
OSW]'\.LD

10. SHIRKOVSKIY SAID THE KGB HAD ORIGINALLY
. THOUGHT OSWALD WAS A CIA PLANT, BUT HAD

~TTll:~



~~~~i:.~d-==

~EACEED THE CONCLUSION THAT THIS wbS NOT
POSSIELE" AT TRE SA~E TIME, THE KGB REALIZED
OSWhLD wAS OF NO USE TO IT A~D T~~KKE~ ITS
LUCKY STARS WHEN HE FINALLY LEFT THE USSRo
SHIRKOVSKIY EXPRESSED THE PERSONAL VIEw TnAT
OSWALD COULD NOT HAVE ACTED ALONE wEEN HE
SHOT PRESIDENT KENNEDY, HE WAS SIMPL~

INCAPABLE OF THIS, BEING UNSTABLE IN THE
EXTREMEo HE REFERRED TO OSWALD'S ATTEMPT TO
SLASH HIS WRISTS AS EVIDENCE OF THIS
INSTABILITY"
NEX':':' STEPS

11" IK RESPONSE TO THE AMBASSADOR'S PRODDING

ON HOw NEXT TO PROCEED, SHIRKOVSKIY SUGGESTED
THAT THE FBI PUT TOGETHER A LIST OF DETAILED,
FOCUSSED QUESTIONS, WHICH KGB EXPERTS ON
OSWALD wOULD SEEK TO RESEARCH AND AKSWER"
THEN PERHAPS, U.So EXPERTS COULD QUIETLY
COME TO MINSK TO MEET WITH KGB EXPERTSo
SHIRKOVSKIY UNDERSCORED THAT HE DID NOT WANT
TO GET IN THE MIDDLE OF POLITICS OR
POSTURING" T~E IMPORTANT THING WAS TO GET AT
TE~ TRUTH" HE STRESSED THAT THE EELARUSIANS
WOULD HAVE A NUMEER OF QUESTIONS FOR DoS.
EXPERTS AS WELL.
12" SHIRKOVSKIY SAID THAT WHEN AND IF THE
~r.E~SSY RECEIVED A LIST OF FOCUSSED QUESTIONS
THEY SHOULD BE PASSED TO HIM OR TO GENNADIY
NARK~VICH, WHOM HE INTRODUCED AS THE
PREEMINENT EXPERT ON OSWALD IN BELARUS.
NARKEVICH PROMISED TO BE IN TOUCH WITH THE
EMBASS! TO PROVIDE A NUMBER AT WHICH HE COULD
BE REACHED.
SwARTZ
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