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Pendi~~ Congressional Requests

~ffiMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE DEANNE SIEMER f GENER~L COUNSEL,
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

I
SUBJECT:

..
... 6:

REFERENCES: (a) 15 December 1977 letter from Senator George
McGovern to Secretary of Defense

Cb) Undated letter received on 20 December 1977
from Congressman Louis Stokes to Director

f
NSA

(c) 16 December 1977 letter from Mro Ira Nordlicht
to the Honorable Deanne Siemer

:. ~ --:.

. "

1. Referenced letters iterating requests for information
from the National Security Agency present b·JO COl7L?on .i s s ue s . .
~2mely, whether signals intelligence information is to be pro­
vided to Congressional Committees which exercise no traditional
oversight over intelligence matters; and, if it is to be provided,
how it is.to be done. NSA Charter legislation, now in draft form;
,~ould obligate the Director to keep the Co~~ittees of the Co~gressr

having jurisdiction over the Agency, fully and currently informed
of the Agency's activities. Provision of information to other
corn..m.i, t tees wouLd be responsive to policy developed w i. thin the
cornmun i, ty Q

2.· We anticipate that requests for information, as illus­
trated by the three referenced letters, will continue to increase
and can present difficulties in maintaining good relations ,~ith

the Congress. While this Agency has been fully responsive to
the needs of the Intelligence r ~~ed Services, and Appropriations
Cornrmt t ee s , - "tie have tre,;ited request.sfor :.information by other

.committees on a purely'case-by~case basis. Several times during
the past two years; Cornmi t.t.ee s -o f the' Congress whi ch do not have
jurisdiction for intelligence" oversight have approached NSA
directly for foreign ~ignals intelligence information. In each
case it has been our understanding that the SIGINT information
NSA has provided to the requesting committee is being used as
background information in assisting that committee in formulating
U.S. policy matters. On these infrequent occasions; NSA has
responded directly' to the requesting committee providing either
access to SIGINT product or briefings, as required.
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3 0 Regarding these three speclIlC requests, inclosed for
your information is a sUITLma::y of ~SA I S contacts \vi th Senator
McGovern's Subco~~ittee on International Operations. As indi-
ca ted in the summary and as discus sed previously ',.;i t h 1'.lr. i'.ndre'.vs
of vour staff, we have not shown nor discussed any material with
Sen~tor ~cGove=nrs staff representaiive pending t;e drafting of
an approved memorandu~ of understanding by your office and the
execution of such an MOU between the Executive Branch and the
Senator.

4. In his letter received bv NSA on 20 December; Representa­
tive Louis Stokes, Chair2an of the House Select Co~~ittee en
Assassinations, requested certain'information from NSA relatina
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Chairman Stokes also certified that access to any NSA material
would be restricted to those staff members with a TOP SECRET
security clearance; access to NSA material, of course, requires
indoctrinaciOTI for SI as Hell. N-o response has been made to
Chair~an Stokes' correspondence pending resolution of hOiv NSA
should deal ,vith nen-oversight co~uittees. Once that decision
is made, He .r e cornrnand t:;.a.t any SIGINT informatio;) selected for
the Select Cornrn i. ttee on. .::.ss2.ssination.s be provided only by the
SoD or DCI as part OI c 1arser sUD3ission of data and that the

".' ... /fSIGIN~ be properly sanl~lzec. ;

~ Mr. Ira Nordlicht's 16 December letter to you.regUeS~ed~
infor~ation from NSA on the flow of cil to South Africa and
Rhodesia. At the ti2e of his initial telephcnecall,' Mr. Nordlicht
had a TO? SECRET clearance. It is our understandina that h~~~~~
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Copy Furnished:
Col. Stephen Barrick
O.r",SD (LA)
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stated n.l.S
inquiry.

Incl:
a/s

6. The lack of an MO~.or oth:= agreed procedure far ce=li~g

,·:ith requests for.. SIGINT trom o t.he r than the three traditio:!.al
o vs r s i qht; comrn i ttees mentioned above has severely h2.i7I?e:-ec ~·;S.:;" 5

ability to be responsive to the Congress. We urgently reco~~e~d

that an agreed procedure be developed between the Executive a~d

Legislative Branches which would se~ forth the terms and cO~Gi~

tions on which sensitive cryptologic or other intelligence
information wou Ld be provided to' the no::.-oversight cO:::.:"'71i t tees.
In the abs ezace of such an agreeme:~t \·;ith both. the Senate ::o::-e.ig~

Re La tio;ls Cornmi, ttee and the House Select COITLlili ttee 0;:1 As sass i!12.­

tions I we cannot respond to th'ese queries. ~'Je also reco~-:o.=::.c.

that your office so advise Congre5s~an Stokes and Nr. Nordlicht
and also determine a proper respc~s2 to Senator McGo~ern

consistent with the President's i~structicins.
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SUt-1RZl.RY OF SUBCO~·l}IITTEE O~T HJ7ERN.;)"TIO::-IAL O?:2~\TIO:\'S

OF SENATE FOREIGN R2LATIONS CO~'L'HTTEE

DISCUSSIO~S WITH NSA
HAY - KO\! 1977

~A'//- .

1

Mr. G{ennon req~ested by secure tele-
.. - I -,- .. 'an rorma zi cn

. ~~ 6' Hay 1977, ~~n2.tor Geor~~ ?·:cGovern, Chair~2.~·:;: th~ sc:s­
c omm i. \- t.e e on Lnte r n a t i oria L Op e r a ..aons , Senate Forelr Re La tlOr:S
Co~~~t~ee~ sent~~ le~ter ~? NS~ in~o~ming the Age~y.of t22 Su~~
COmffiltL:ee s penolng lnves~~gatl.on lnto matters re~atlng to (1)
the activi ties o{-'intelligence agencies or. forei~n n a t.Lon s in
the U.S. and foreign~s.?onsored surveillance, h~ass~ent or i~ti2i­
dation of private perso~s, and (2) efforts by/foreig~ interests to
influence official U. S. Government POliCYiO/e understand tl:.=.t a
similar letter was sent to the Secretary on 15 June.

. .

Since that time, Mr. Michael Glennon, Legal Counsel fo= the
Senate Foreign Relations Co~~ittee, visi~ed NSA on 15 June to
explain in more detail the seop= of the ~o~mittee's investis~~io~

of item (1) above: (a) whscher intelliifence agencies of f o z e i c n
nations are engaging in harassment, intimidation and surveill~~c2

of ~o~~~gn natio~als h~re in the ~.S.;/!b) ~gai?st whom ~h~~~
actlV1L:leS are dlrectea; (c) who 1.S nerIormlng ~hese actlvl~l.eS

,..., ..... ~h-l.:: s: ....ho; t eLl i.q enc e "·~:-l~i;"L. (d ) how io f t,e i':"o~~"~o~. V"" .. '::'_.J.. oJ.. '-.. ~ _n,-~_..:.._ "_ '- a';)'="''--~i:::-f 0. 0." .J.. \-.:..n _l. ,-~ ........ s
and ~hat form it takes; (e) where these activities are.cond~cted;

ana (~) to \"h~t ex t en t '': ~. int~1~ig!~nc2 an~ l~\v en~orc~~ent 0 •

ager:.cles may ne"coope:::-aL:lng" '\-11 tn 0:- "acqu.i e s i.nq " a n t h i s a c t i v i.ty .
r;""C")~s Ln fo rma t Lon wi Ll, accord i.nq ..... oj"r GleJ'no"" help ..... no Co-, .. iJ..J..~;:'.J.. .. _-=- ... J...!.. ~~l L. J..!. tV _ I _ L. ;..~_ Q - 1,1.';'1. f ... '" __ l.-_~_ .~..:.~..~ '- \- __

evaluate the extent to which intelligenc2 agencies of for2is~

nations can conclude that their activities are condoned. ~e
stated that it. was his intention tE talk also v i.th the ::.BI, DIA,
and CIA, and we understand he has/done so ..
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Although the Senate Select Co~~ittee on Intelligence has been
conducting a similar investigation since January 1977 p they have
focused primarily on C..
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c. Deadline on R/S 5507 res?onse to lois. SieMer exte:lc1ea
to 4 January per Col. Steve BarriCK, ATSD(LA) rand Hro BOD
Andrews,OSD(GC).

b. Instant meso reco~~ends that an agreed p~ocedure be
developed between the Executive and Legislative Branches which
would set forth the terms and conditions on wh i.c h sens i tiv e
cryptologic or other intelligence information wou l.d be pzov i dad
to the non-oversi~ht co~itteeso It also recoD~ends OSD GC
~3S~8e ac~ion O~ R/S 5507 and provides background information
on two Congressional requests (references a arid c) for SIGINT
information now pencing in 0500

d.Mr. Yeates, Exec 000, and Mro Brady;' GC, concur.
Classification reviewed by Mr~ Michael Levin; D4.

a"L:!f;A»i~Li/.
JUL}A):~\1ET~EL; U2, 3).'615" 4 Jan ·78 e bj
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l'!/R: a , On 17 Nay 1977! the Di!:"2ctor proposed in a merno r andum
to the DCI that the DCI assume responsibility for acting as the
foca.l point for requests for intelligence information f r orn a..'1V
Co~mittee of the Congress which does not have direct oversignt
responsibilitieso This proposal included the reco~~enda.tion
that thechannel of commun i.c atiLon s for such requests should
be through a designated individual on the IC Staff and that
responses to the Congress should flow back through the Sa..,1l2

person; providing the DCl i on be~~lf of the President, the o??or~

tunity to r ev i ew wh a t intelligence information is made a va i La b Le
to the Congress 0 The DCI has rieve r responded to thi S merno r-andurn 0
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