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CASTRO INTERVIEW ON RELATIONS WITH U, 8,
T 3 Jan 64

On 1 Janwery Mz, FIDEL CASTRO granted an intesview by
telephone to a newswan from the ABC zadio and television
network., The Cuben leader wrepeated thet he hopad te
nozmalize velations between his couwstsry and the United States,
and he added: "Henceforth it is uwp to the Usited States te
take a step im that divection.” Me, CASTRO stated that
“until the tragic death of President KENNEDY, " bhe thought
that "the normalizatien of Cubam relations with the Amerscan
edministration was possible.” While acknowledging that
public opiniem inm the United States is still bostile o
Cubzs and wants the mavel bleeade of the island strengthensad ,
be eppeered "full of hope” as to the future of his relsations
with President JORNSON,

The Cubsn Chief of Coveroment even geve coperete preok
of his good will by brimging uwp the problem of ths
indemification - of Awewrican citizens who were vietims of
netionelization in the following tewms: "Fe aze ceady €o
speak of the indemmities due wader the beading of the :
nationslizetion of American propesty by the zevelutienasy((A)).
Thus, you cam see that we ase simcere when Wwe say Chat we
are resdy to talk, but that does not depend cnly om ws.w

However, Mz, CASTRO did vefuse to pay ths price of
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renunciation of Marxism for the “emelioration of his wrelstions
with the United States.” The administration has not, up &6
now, commented on this interview, whiech i¢ receiving little
puslieity in the Americen press.

{((4)) Obvious omissiocn.
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