. — e v e ——— —— _———

Change 1@
A

WS 31CWY 32563 3/@/{;;71218@63

e ' IS 137 Dee 1731Z 7
Dist: FECF
ST 300
& COUNTER  PROTEST OVER REFERENCE TO KENNEDY DEATH

12 Dec 63 1825
Priority

Fellowing is the text of a Royal G@V@fﬂﬁent @@m@mnlqu@ pube
lished today:

"Om 11 Decembexr 1963, the United States Government, through
its Ambassador in Phmom Penh, protested te the Royal Government
vegarding the Information Department communique which is reported
to bhave expressed Cambodis's pleasure at the deaths of NGO DINH
DIEM, NGO DINH NHU, SARIT TRAMARAT, and President KENNEDY., The
Royal GOvernment, after having consulted the Cambodian and French
texts broadecast by RADIODIFFUSION NATIOWALE or published by the
Information Ministey, clarifies for international copiniomn that
no allusion was wmade to the tragic death of President KENNEDY on
the occasion of the comments on the death of SARIT TPANARAT, Oun
the contrary, it must be remembered that Cawbodia observed three
days of mationzl wourning ocut of respect for the deceased President
and that His Highness the Prewmier represented the Chief of State
at the fumeral in Weshington., It is, thevefore, absurd to claim
that Cambodia has not paid due homege to the memory of the noble
President of the United States,

It must be admitted that the feelings experienced by the
Cembodian peocple upon hearing of the deaths of NGO DIVE DIEM and
SARIT TEHANARAT may be different. In fact, although President.
RENITEDY was unsnimously wespected by all Cembedidns in spite ef the
injustice of American policy toward Cembedia, the South Vietmamese
and Thai dictators, who were the dmplscable enemies of ouxr inde-
pendence, could arouse nothing but general hostility from oux
countrymen, 7There is a nuance which Americen diplomats and observers
seem not o wmderstand in the sentiments expressed in the past few
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days by the Cambodismn people., OCur joy and pleasure are caused, not
by the deaths of NGO DINH DIBM and SARIT THANARAT, but by oux
liberation from the threats and humilistions which they symbolized
in their lifetimes [l wd @] peaceful Cambodia wes obliged

to suffer for lomg years. The hyproezisyof certain great Western
powers is totally foreign to ws, NCO DIVH DIEM and SARIT -

THANARAY mever respected the most elementary rules of internstional
life [10@]. Consequently, we are in no way ccustrained to display
an attitude which does not correspond with owr feelings., [X4/G]
the meaning of the demonstration of popular zelief which offend the
United States so greatly. This Said, Cambodia has ne lessoms in
propriety to learn f£rom countries said to be developed, whevre
racism breaks out from time to tims in dewmoustraticns of vielence
which Cambodia has never kmown end will never lkaow”.

a. Reissued, based on full tramslation.
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