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> COMMENT ON CASTRO'S RBACTION TO DEATH OF KEWNEDY
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Lage Friday afternoon end threough the night a large movement
of troops begem here, They were seat to take vp positions
and reinforce strategié positions srowmd Havens emd the northezn
coast of the island because of the assassinztion of President
KENNEDY, Saturday evening FILDEL CASTRO eppeared om televisionm
and spoke eboult the death of KENVEDY end tried to refute charges
which had elready appeared im“the United States that the asssssin
was & Marxist and & Commmist Castroite. Although it was omly
the third time that I had witnessed a speeeh by FIDEL, I got the
immediate l@@f@@@i@@ ¢thet on this occasfon he was frightened, Lif
not texrified, . T T s however, confirmed that
impression -emé i@dl@@@@d 5&@@@15@ at thils hasty jump into
the areng to dencuvce insinuvations which were merely LSrom
news and n@@g@V@ZﬂW@@tal agencies, Im fack, it is the general
opinien im <. . oedreles that CASTRO feared that the
assassination would %” the spring which would wmieash passioms
and violent end blind hysteria of the American people ageimst
Cube and Russia and provide the escuse which up to now was
lacking te justify internatiensglly an luvasion of Cuba, There
is talk agein abest the @Ol@@i@@&@@ of rvmers concerning &
crisis at the end of the year (I i T,

FIDEL, emotiomal and wmeasy, tried through the seme
t@l@gf@@g of the Ameticam news egencies to wefute the geccusa-
ciens whith were then sppesring end teo twist them so that the
assassination would eppesz as the work -of the Ultra Resctiem,

of the extreme raclsts of the Rentsmon, who are Lematicel

supporters of war agalnst Cube and the Soviet Undom,
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He (B val sketched) the life of LEE OSWALD amd showed
with these telegrems that after his trip to Russie OSHALD
seemed o be supported by forces of the Right and that even
coumtercevolutionary civeles suspected that he was an agent
of the Clécor the FBI., This caused CASTRO te wondesw wnether
the assissin was not the mere instrument of & monsEreus plot
of Americen militerists who, by elimingting KENNEDY, would
put JOHNSON in & postion from which there would be only ome - -
way out: Go drein off emnti-Cube- hysteria by en action of
deelared war,

Be thet as it may, CASIRO tried to bring forwerd any
possible formal accusatiens agsinst Cuba, clamoring thet all
people should demend that the death of KENNEDY should be
clarified and harping on the theme thaz : KENWEDY was being
ferociously attacked because of his weak poliey egeainst Cubs
end Russia end therefore, his death could met be the work
of Leftists, since 1t would only benefit the fntentions of the
Ultrs Reaction emd the Rightists.

I must inform you thet the essassination did met cause
a great deal ef consternatiom im combterrevolutionary cireles
in the interior, disillusioned as they were with the
"weakness” of KENNEDY, especiglly aftez. his speesch in Miewms,
from which they expected meassures or decisions to intervene
in Cuba which would pressge the fortheoming end of the
Communist regime of FIDEL CASTRO,
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