
8. OCT 1976.'

"

~·S?~~...:'.i~ FOR TE 1':.5S15'3:';\11"'1' SECR2~A?Y 07 Df.P.l:.~J3Z

ATI=r~ r.e , Colo Bak~

....
1~ ~hs attacb~5 letter rep=ese~ti~g a r~uegt by

~o P.o~ld Ke3~lerg ~~er Title 5 UoSoCc 552 is he~eby

~f2::c.:::ed, to yeur o£fi::-:.e wit..'1 respee-=' to t~e I;"OD criginG;';:ed
c.~n~:s.f wiU inclcS"'.::.reJE p located 1..'\'1 CUb re:-corcs in re:s-s.o;1Se" .'.
to f~~, ~e3s1er~a requesto - ,

20. Wa in~d to in:::crrm 'P..I" :Ke391~ o:!! tb:e e..'(.iste..:~cs .
of ~£.e dOC"t::ee:nts ~ y!-l2l.t We'! ha7e r:::fe=~ t:b.ese C~~bts
to~ O£i:icti>' fo~ fur,2::).er action b::r yO';;1 purauant; to t'!::e '.
F~~ of Tnf~tiO:;;:l Act .3.Zld DoD nlrecliva 540(10 7 g 5ec't..i0J1 V r

P.a....~9l:aph E= . "

s~OR:9~ BOA.Rt..,~..:;:;;'

I~o~tion Offi~~ "

Lt= frcm ka~~ler dtd 7 Sep 75
r:oD Dccume:n~

-Ccpy ~i~;;
Br 0 J?on.a.1i:. :Ke~91e.:r (L.es,::] I:ccl~)

Concur:

Inc1.s)
~"'.A.~J -·"~r.·~, "-.?", .";"..• :, ........ • -~"'f:-;::It

D6 li (.j}!1-.;,J ;SC/~______~.=-__~ _\. ...~~.-., ~ ..- ...e, ... ~ .... ",.6

ESSjR (Less Inc~s)

L221 "'"
D4 FE
D4 SF
D6 ·':':-4:e-ieBs

cc:;

Referral approved 'by Lt Col Ea~er (DoD FOIA unit) on 7 Oct 7

- ;.



Se.!:'ial~ N 9347Rl

3 OCT ~S76

.....

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Attn~ FOTA unit r Room 5278
9th & P~~nsylvania Avenue
1'r12.shi.ngtOD. p Do .c ,

. ....

.~ : : .

. ::

SiriCerelYr
. - .. :."..- .....

The a-t::t..ac1:.ed. letter rep3:'esenting a request by
"U~ n~ Id -rr 1 ~ T1 .b 1 - -~ s C - - 'J 0 h '!".u...o ~na l',ess_er p unoex _:..._6::J u , a a ::>::J~f ~S - 6reDy
referred to YOUI' Office ~liit..."1 respect to the Lnc Lo s ed records" '- .-.
which were origi:r>...ated :by you and located in ouz reco!:."ds in
respons9 to lITo Kessler~s requesto' - ."

. <'~"''''tend to infona l1r. "~~91er or -; :~:::t~~:;;~~~;?~c?W --~~2~\{
these records arid that we have refe.....--red these records to -c: ,

your Office for fur-t..:'1er action by you pnrsuant; to t...~e·: Freedo::n
of- In-Eo::::TI':.ation p_e-t: ana DoD Db::ective 540007 p Section V 1'. "'.:'.:'-:;:~-:-:-

ParagJ:"Cl?!l ~ 0 "'::~;~~;~,~~" -'-' :.:"":: •

... ...--:- ....

:.

.,.

". "..

1-10ill4.Jl..1:l BOA..1:llM..::U"1 :- r- •

Info~~tion Officer

2 Inc13:
L, . Ltr from Kessler dtd 7 Sep 76
20.. FBI DOC".L-J£mts

Copy P1:L-rnishe:d:: ' ,
~rr~ Ronald Ressler (Less I~cls)

..
. .." .~. ~..

:" ..
• eo.":" •

',"
, "

".....

. '.' .

" .
••••1 ",
o • .. _.0"_.

~

.. . .." it:
. ...: .\.

. "

.~. '.. ;\

.. "'.'.. \ \.
'. ;\

\
'" .."

"

Referral approved by Mro Shackelford (FBI FOIA Unit) 8 Oct ~..

C
~ a

..... 0

11jR~

ESSjR (~~_~ Incls)
L221~~ .
D4 RF ."
D4 SF
D6 (Less Incls) " -~ ... : .

SC/DIR has seep.

-.. -,'.

:: :;: "lisi~:=r1 ::':::C:1 ~:::7l~"!u~ of tE~
::.:: :..:;=:; ::;:~~ ~,,~:"::"~:-:::] ~~~'i:·::>v=:J



Serial~ N 9347

1 3 OCT i976

~!~o Ron~ld Kessler
c/o the ~'7a:s::hi::1gton Post
1150 15L~ Street v No Wo
~a9hi~gtonv Do c~ 20071

.. This 'replies to your let~er of 7 Sept~~e~ 1976" in which
you request co?i9$ of all ~aterial relati~g to Lee E~-vcY

Os-v-lald and the assassination of P:::-esident Jor,n ? ~ :Ken:ned~7 0 •

He ha'7e Dade a 5 eaxch which has Locatee reco:;:-d s wh.i.ch a-o;ear' ,-,
to fall within the SCO?e of your z eque.st; , In accora.a!::.ce~:Nit..h

.. the ~:::-ovisions of Title 5 UoSoCo 552 as amended bv PUblic Law
93-502 p this Agency has reviewed these records and p:::-ovides
the following response to'YOUo

. .,.'
Sene of these reco::::-c.s were originated by othe~ cc..r;;one.-"1ts

.0:= t~e U oS 0' Gove~.-:::lento These records' have been :!:"efer.:.-ed . .v.

to them pursuant to Depa~L~~~t of Defense (DoD) Directi7e
540007 u Section v? Parag~ph Eo Copies of O~ letters of
refe::::::-al are attachecL .. -

The remai~ng reco~ds were origi~ated by this Agencyo
certaL~ of t~ese records ~y be relecsed to you and a~e

attacr.ed as Inclosures l th-rough 40 However y .certa4n items
have been dele-t.ed fr:Ji::l these recarcs in conf'ozmance wi t.i:. t..~e

req'J.i.re.~ents of P'.iblic Law 85~36o Section 6. of Public L2':V'
35-36 p~oviaes that no law shall be construed to require
disclosore of· the-organization or any function of the National
Se~~ity Agency? or any info~ation wit.~ res~t to L~e
activities thereof y or the n~es, titlesy·salaries y or' numbe~'
oft.:.'e persons "emplcyed by such agenC"'.f~ Title 5 UoSoCo .
552{b) (3) p~oviaeg th?t information is exempted from public
disclosure when any statute exempts such disclosureo The
~~ve items are therefore a~~~t under Title 5 UQSoC~ 552
(b) (3) as they are e~~~?ted fr~~ public disclosu=e by Pub~ic
Lav"; 86-360

certain ocner of these ~ecoras cannot be released to
you for the following reaso~s~

• .,' s:
118 cannot prCVl~~ you ac~e5S to? or re~ease cop~es O~f

these records because ~~ey are classified and therefo~e
ex~~~t f~o~ access or release pursuant to Title 5 DoSoCo 552
(D) (l) 0 The recor:::s have been reviewed and aze judged to be
~~r=ently and p::::-operly classified in their entirety uncer
c::::-it:eria. s:=t forth in paragraph 2~303f DoD p.eg'.:tlation 52000 l.-?'P,-..--- ..-

f < .'.\:'''-- I.
.,' / "..;.c-?!

., ;~~'~C')'/i'/ ,~.r
!J J-;C 6/7""
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Serial~ N 9347

which L~?la~ents Executive Or~er 11552~ The recoY~s are
cu=rently and p=operly classified within tne categories
provided in Chapter 11 Section 5 of DoD R~21ation 520001-R
and Section 1 of Executiv~ Order 116520. F~~er they are
properly exclud~ from ~uto~atic downgrading and declassifica­
tion according to the ex~~ption categories provided in Chapter
Section 3 of DoD Regulation 520001-R and Section 5(0) of ­
Executive Order 116520

In addition p this Agency is precluded by la~ from pravidi
in£o~ation on specific results of its classified activities
~{cept to thOS8 persons aUL~orized to receive such in£o~tior.

Title 5 UoSoCo 552{b) (3) eX~~?t3 ffiatters which are s~ecificall

protected fron disclosure by statuteo The appropriate' s~atute
in this case a~e~ Title 13 DoSoCo 798; Title 50~U~S_Co 403;
and Section 6 of Public Law 86-360 DoD Directive 540007 ff

Sections III arid '\lI_Co 30 F specifically recogn.izes t...""1is· '.'
exemp-tion 0 As t..'1is way be corrsczrued as a pa.:r;tial d en.i.aL of
your re~~stF you ar~ hereby advised of this Agen~£ts appeals

··proceO.1D:'2S p as follows~

J'...ny- ne.rson denied access to reco:;::-ds may p viithin 30
G.ays afte~ notification of such cdenaa L, file an c.??eal- to"'-·
the NS~/CSS F=eedo~ of Info~ation Act.Ap?eal Au~ho=ityo . ~

S-' c h - a-.....e a.I 5 n::>11 be -l,,", ~.T-J..'''''':''''g -dd"'-""s-oQ ...... 0 ...... '02 ,,'<::lj'CSS~ lo. :::'!:;:.J- -"=> ,bi> __ -= J,J:. "..1-. \--!-l.b c.' _1",;;;':::>_ L. l-... r;_~ ...

FaL~ Appeal Au~~oritYff National Security AgencYr ?o=t George
Go Heace p ~m 207550 The appeal shall reference the initicl
denial of access issued by the Agency to ~he requester end
shall contai~ in sufficient detail and Da~ticularity, the
gro~<ds upon which the requester believ~s release o£'~~e
info~tion is requireco The NSAjCSS Appeal Authority
shall respond ·to -the appeal wiG'lin 20 .~,jorking days a fcer

o ~ -~. 1
rec~~p ... ox: bIle appea 0

Since.rely"

Original Signed ~Y

1'1OIDL~"T BOA.P..DM..~"\1

!nfo~atio~ Officer

6 I::::1cls:
10 Note atd 21 Nov 75
20 M~orandum etd 24 Nov 1975
3", Ne.soranc.u.m etd 3 Dec 1975
4 0 Herr,oranc.u:;:::l d·td. 9 Dec 197:5
50 Ltr of referral to DoD ete. 8 Oct 76
60 Ltr of referral to FBI etd 8 Oct 76
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Seriq.l~ N 9347

Concur; Special Counsel has s een v .'

q.~~~~ Incls}
~~,

(Less Incls)
. .

D6 >::(. (" /~I-'/~~'

ESSjR
L22l '.
D4 RF
D4 SF
D6

cc: .
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.... ':,. ......
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Serial; N 93~7A

7 DEC 197E;

MI o Ron~ld Kessler
c/o the Washington Post
1150 lSL~ Street p No Wo
WaBhington~ Do Co 20071

This is further to ny reply of 13 Octo~er 1976 to your
letter of 7 Se?t~~ber 1976, in which you re~~egt copies of
all mat€rial rel~ting to Lee EarJcy Osw~ld and the assa~sina­

tion of President Jo~~ Fo Y-ennedyo ~e have received the b~o

letters referred to in paragraphs bo (1) ~nd (2) of ~,~ Office
of the Assistant Secretary of Dc=e~ge letter of 16 Novenber 197~

to yowo In accordance ~ith t~e previsions of Title 5 U.S.Co
552 as a~ended by Public ~a~ 93-502 0 this Agency has reviewed
t.heao lettGTE and provides the follo'l,07ing responDe to you 0

The subject letters may be released to you and are
attached as inclosures 1 und 20 Bowever g certain it~s

have been deleted frow these letters in confo~ance with the
requir~ents of Puslic Law 86-360 Section 6 of Public La,!
a6~36 provides that no law shall be const~~ed to require
disclosure of the organi<:ation or any function of the National
Security Agencyu or any info~ation ~ith respect to th~

~ctivities ther~~u or the n~~eso titles j ~ala~i~gQ or nUDt~r

of the perso~s employud c7 such agency 0 Title 5 UoSoCo 552
(b) (3) FTOvides t~1at infor:~lli;l.'\:ion is exemptec from public
disclo8ur~ when any statute exempts such cisclo~ureo The
above item~ are th~retore ex~~pt under Title 50 UoSoCo ~S~

(b) (J) a3 they are ex~pted fro~ pu~lic disclosure by Put-lie
Law 3G-360

Cert~L~ other deletions ha~e been ~ade because ~e

iTIfo~~tion Is cl~g8ified and therefore exempt fr~ acce~5

or release pur~u~~t to Title 5 UcScCo 552 (b) ~l}D The info~a~

tion hQ~ be~b rev~ew~d and is judged to be currently and
properly classified un~er criteria set forth in par~graph

2~303u C~D Rsgulation 520001=R g which ~?lements ~:eeuti~~

Order 115520 The information 13 currently a~d prope=ly
clas3ifi~d wit~in ~~e categorie3 pro~ided in Cb~pter 19
Section 5 of Don ~caulation 52~Ool~~ and Section 1 of Execu~iv~

Or~cr 116520 Purth~ it is properly a~cluded fro~ auto~~tic
dcwngrading and dcclas~ific~tion according to ~~c exemption
cate~orie~ provided ~n Chapter 3 0 Sec~ion 3 0= Don Regulatio~

°S2G~.1-R and S~ction 5(~) of Execu~iv~ O~~cr 1155~~

(' ~ .~.,
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In addition u this Agfu'CY is precluded by law f~OB

providing information on bpecific results of its classified
activitie5 e~cept to those persons autl~rized to receive
such information 0 Title 5 .Vos~t< 5S2(b) (3) a~emptg matters
which are specifically protected from disclosure by statuteo
The appropriate statutes in this ca~~ are~ Title 12 UoSoC~ 793~

Title 50 Go5oCo 403; and Section E of P~lic Law £6~36. DoD
Directive 540007 r Sections III ~~d VIaCo3o f specifically
recognizes ~~is exemption 0 As this may be construed as·a
partial denial of your request, you are hereby advined of
this Agency~s appeals procedures? as follaws~

Any person denied access to records ~aYg within 30 cays
after notification of such denial F file an appeal to the HSA/CSS
P'reed~ of Information Act Appeal Authority 0 Such appeal shall
be in writing addressed to the llSA/CSS F'OL"!\ Appeal A-:.rt..'lority I

National Security Agencyu Fort George Go Meade; MD 20755. The
appeal shall refere~ce the initial der.ial of access iS5~cd

by the Agency to the requester and shall contuin in sufficient
detail and particularity? the grounds upon which the re~~ester

believeB rolcase of the Liformation is requiredD The ~~sA/css

Appeal Authority shall respond to the a?peal within 20 worki~g

days after receipt of the appeaL,

Sincerelyu

:2 Incls~

a/s

f :WRt,Il.J\N BOAI'.,DM.r"\iJ
Information Of~iccr

"

cc~ ESS/R (Less Inc15)
L22l w

D4 RP
D4 SF
D6
SC/DIR
C)\..1-.•~_ .. + "$:" ..

Concur~ D6
----------~--

Ko Miller, D4. 30B3, 7 Dec 76. If


