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Mr. Chairman,
I believe that it would be unconscionable to leave for the 4th of July recess without doing anything to address the distress of all of our constituents due to the skyrocketing rise in gas prices. I also believe that it is unclear whether or not this Committee will ever consider the Interior Appropriations bill. 

And, to make matters even more urgent, the Interior bill is virtually the only vehicle that Congress must consider this year that has any chance of having a practical effect on gas prices.

Therefore, I am offering an amendment today that would help bring relief at the pump to all Americans. My amendment is, in fact, the Interior bill in its entirety. 
My amendment would strike all language in the Labor HHS bill and substitute the language from the subcommittee-passed version of the Interior bill. 

Our constituents deserve to have their concerns addressed. There is overwhelming evidence that the American people support the kinds of energy reforms that should be included in this bill – including making use of our vast domestic energy reserves. It is unacceptable that this Committee and this Congress would choose to selectively ignore their pleas.
We must act. We must do it now, before the 4th of July when families across the nation are hopping in their cars to celebrate the holiday. 
I can think of no better way to prove to the American people that Congress cares about their plight at the pump, and that we are willing to move past politics and take meaningful action to address the problems Americans deal with everyday.
Let’s face it, Congress’s popularity is polling in the teens, our economy is floundering, prices for gas, medicine, and groceries are at historic highs, our nation and our people are in massive, rapidly growing debt, and we have been tested with one natural disaster after another. Let’s do this one, positive thing that will help address at least one of these problems for our constituents. 

I urge you to support my amendment and help stop the pain at the pump for our people, and give them some relief as we celebrate Independence Day. 
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