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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

I would like to begin my remarks by thanking the Chairman.  I truly appreciate the rigorous approach you have brought to carrying out our oversight responsibilities, and the fair and even-handed way you have conducted the business of the Subcommittee.  You have been open and responsive to issues and concerns raised by Members on this side of the aisle.  I thank you for your commitment to this Committee’s tradition of bipartisanship and regular order.   
The Chairman has described many of the details.  This bill includes important increases to priority programs that all Members can support.  Throughout our extensive hearing schedule we heard about urgent funding requirements.  However, I believe we could have met the most urgent needs by prioritizing within a lower allocation.  
The allocation given to this Subcommittee is $56.9 billion, which is $5 billion or 9.8% above 2008, and $3.2 billion or 5.9% above the President’s request.  This very generous allocation allows virtually every agency and account in the bill to be funded at, or above, the President’s request, and is, I believe, more than sufficient to address the highest priority needs in a satisfactory way.  The size of the allocation has meant that we are able to avoid making tough but necessary decisions to maintain fiscal discipline.
I would like to briefly highlight some of the most important contents of the bill.  In the Commerce Department, the bill fully supports the original request for the 2010 Decennial Census.  We have just received an amended request for an additional $540 million that is not addressed in this bill.  I look forward to working with the Chairman to mitigate the management problems and ultimately provide the necessary funds to ensure an accurate and timely census.

Also under Commerce, the bill funds the Manufacturing Extension Partnership program at the current year level; increases trade promotion and enforcement; fully funds the National Weather Service; and increases innovation research at NIST.  I appreciate the Chairman providing the necessary funding for the US Trade Representative.  This funding is critical to support the growth of free and fair trade, a key to our future economic well-being and security.

In the Justice Department, the bill includes increases of over $400 million for the FBI, most notably in critical counterterrorism programs.  The bill also restores $2.1 billion above the request to State and Local Law Enforcement accounts, including programs addressing violence against women, gangs, methamphetamine, and child exploitation.  The President requested a $100 million law enforcement initiative for the Southwest Border, and this bill funds $87 million of that request including funds for detention, judicial security, as well as fighting drug and gun trafficking.  Funding is also increased for the DEA’s Mobile Enforcement Teams to help local law enforcement deal with the most acute cases of drug-related crime and violence.    

The bill funds NASA at $17.8 billion, which is $155 million above the request.  This level will fully fund the request for Space Exploration while also providing increases for Space Science and Aeronautics Research.  The bill also funds the requested amount for the National Science Foundation, an increase of 13%.  However, funds are shifted away from research and toward education programs.  As a result, despite the very healthy overall funding for Science accounts generally, the NSF and NIST research accounts that form the core of the American Competitiveness Initiative are $80 million below the request.
In conclusion, I would like to again express my appreciation to Chairman Mollohan.  The regular order process that we are beginning today is in stark contrast with the Supplemental.  Had we followed a similar process with that bill, I think most would agree that we would already have an enacted bill that supports our brave men and women in harm’s way in Iraq and Afghanistan.   It is now urgent, and essential, that the House pass the Supplemental in a signable form, before this CJS bill comes before our full committee next week. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I am grateful for the cooperative approach, and I look forward to working together as the process unfolds to produce a responsible and balanced bill that is worthy of broad, bipartisan support.
