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SUBJECT: Executive Order (EO) 13392 on the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

On December 14, 2005, the President signed the attached EO, “Improving Agency
Disclosure of Information,” that emphasizes a new citizen centered and results oriented focus
on agency Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) programs. The EO directs that the head of
each agency shall designate a senior official at the Assistant Secretary or equivalent level to
serve as the Chief FOIA Officer. Accordingly, the Director, Administration and
Management (DA&M) is designated as the Chief FOIA Officer for the Department.

In his capacity as the DoD Chief FOIA Officer, the DA&M will issue guidance to
ensure that the Department complies with the spirit and intent of the EO. The DA&M will
oversee the efforts of the DoD Components to establish FOIA Requester Service Centers and
FOIA Public Liaisons, both described in the attached EO. He will also lead the development
of a DoD plan establishing goals to improve FOIA processing and to reduce or eliminate
FOIA case backlogs.

In accordance with the provisions of the EO, DoD Components shall commit
adequate resources to FOIA Requester Service Centers and FOIA Public Liaisons.
Forthcoming guidance from the DA&M will provide the DoD Components a concept plan
for implementing the EO and the opportunity to indicate requirements for additional
necessary resources. ’
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