
Focus on Basics – Back Issues Available 

Volume 1, Issue D 

Content-Based Instruction  
• Poe, Alcoholism, and ESOL  

by Lynne McCarthy and 
Bernadette Comeau  

• The Theory Behind Content-
Based Instruction 
by Tom Sticht  

• Too Little Time and Too 
Many Goals  
by Larry Mikulecky  

• Hooked on Learning: The 
Internet Project 
by Linda Parrish 

• Developing Materials and 
Curriculum  
by Char Ullman and Aliza 
Becker  

• The Impact of Content-
Based Instruction 
by Barbara McDonald  

• Focus on Research: Health 
and Literacy 
by Barbara Garner   

 
 
 

Volume 2, Issue A   
Learner Motivation 

• Power, Literacy, and 
Motivation 
by Greg Hart  

• The First Three Weeks: A 
Critical Time for Motivation 
by B. Allan Quigley  

• Build Motivation by 
Building Learner 
Participation    
by Barbara Garner 

• Staying in a Literacy 
Program  
by Archie Willard 

• Stopping Out, Not Dropping 
Out  
by Alisa Belzer  

• Where Attendance is Not a 
Problem  
by Moira Lucey  

• Getting Into Groups  
by Michael Pritza  

• Focus on Research:  
NCSALL's Learner 
Motivation Study  
by Barbara Garner 
  

 

Volume 2, Issue C 

Change 

• Why is Change So Hard? 
by Marcia Drew Hohn 

• How Teachers Change 
by Virginia Richardson 

• Dinosaurs and Upstarts: 
Organizational Change at 
CASA Latina   
by Hilary Stern 

• A Story of Improvement 
Jane Cody, James Ford, & 
Kathleen Hayward  

• Facilitating Inquiry Based 
Staff Development   
by Jereann King 

• An Unexpected Outcome  
by Edith Cowper 

• NCSALL's Research 
Findings: 
Health a Relatively High 
Priority 
by Barbara Garner 

• Focus on Research: Staff 
Development 

Volume 2, Issue D 

Project-Based Learning 

• Lessons from NCSALL's 
Outcomes and Impacts 
Study   
by Hal Beder 

• Less Teaching and More 
Learning  
by Susan Gaer  

• Knowledge in Action: 
The Promise of Project-
Based Learning    
by Heide Spruck Wrigley   
Turning Obstacles into 
Opportunities   
by Deborah L. Johnson 

• Voter Education, 
Registration, and Action 
(VERA)    
by Andrea Nash  

• Focus on Basics ListServ 

• NCSALL's Research 
Findings: 
Transformational Learning 
in Adulthood   

 
 

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=1112
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=1112
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=434
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=434
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=434
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=433
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=433
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=432
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=432
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=431
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=431
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=430
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=430
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=430
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=429
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=429
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=434
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=434
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=386
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=386
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=386
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=385
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=385
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=384
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=384
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=384
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=383
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=383
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=383
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=382
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=382
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=382
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=481
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=381
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=381
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=381
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=381
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=396
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=395
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=394
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=394
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=394
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=393
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=392
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=392
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=391
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=390
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=390
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=390
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=390
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=402
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=402
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=419
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=419
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=419
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=418
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=418
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=417
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=417
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=416
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=416
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=415
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=426
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=426
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=426


Focus on Basics – Back Issues Available 

Volume 3, Issue A  

Adult Multiple 
Intelligences 

• MI, the GED, and Me  
by Martha Jean  

• Understanding Multiple 
Intelligences:  
The Theory Behind the 
Practice  
by Julie Viens 

• "I Can't Learn This!" 
An MI Route Around 
Resistance   
by Wendy Quiñones & 
Betsy Cornwell  

• Adding a Dimension to 
Career Counseling  
by Jean Mantzaris 

• Emerging Themes in Adult 
Multiple Intelligences   
by Silja Kallenbach 

• Putting Theory into Practice 
  
by Terri Coustan & Lezlie 
Rocka 

• Multiple Assignments for 
Multiple Intelligences 
 

 

Volume 3, Issue C 

Standards-Based 
Education 

• A User's Guide to 
Standards-Based 
Educational Reform: 
From Theory to Practice 
by Regie Stites 
 

• Articulating Learning with 
EFF Standards 
by Jane J. Meyer 

• Equipped for the Future: 
The Evolution of a 
Standards-Based 
Approach to System 
Reform 
by Sondra Stein  

• Confessions of a Reluctant 
Standard-Bearer 
by Jim Carabell 

• Teaching to the Math 
Standards  
with Adult Learners 
by Esther D. Leonelli 

• Standards at the State 
Level 
by Barbara Garner 

• Focus on Research: 
Documenting Outcomes 

Volume 3, Issue D 

Writing Instruction 

• The Power of Writing, the 
Writing of Power 
by Elsa Auerbach 

• How I Wish I Was Taught 
to Write 
by Thanh Bui 

• Using Research on 
Writing 
by Marilyn K. Gillespie  

• What's Right Rather Than 
Wrong 
by Rebecca Garland 

• Why I Like Writing in My 
Journal 
by Chhoeup Chhoeun 

• The Assumptions We 
Make: How Learners and 
Teachers Understand 
Writing  
by Mary Russell 

• Focus on Teaching - Seven 
Easy Pieces 
by Shirley Brod  

• Focus on Research  
Home Literacy Practices 

 

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=341
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=341
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=340
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=340
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=339
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=339
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=338
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=338
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=336
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=336
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=336
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=336
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=335
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=335
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=345
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=345
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=352
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=352
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=352
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=352
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=351
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=351
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=350
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=350
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=350
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=350
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=350
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=349
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=349
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=348
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=348
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=348
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=347
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=347
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=346
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=346
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=374
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=373
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=373
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=373
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=373
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=372
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=372
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=372
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=371
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=371
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=370
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=370
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=369
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=368
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=368


Focus on Basics – Back Issues Available 

Volume 4, Issue A  

Learning from Research 

• Helping Adults Persist: 
Four Supports  
by John Comings, Andrea 
Parrella & Lisa Soricone 

• The Effects of Continuing 
Goal-Setting   
on Persistence in a Math 
Classroom 
by Pam Meader 

• Look Before You Leap:  

 
Helping Prospective 
Learners Make 
Informed Educational 
Choices  
by Marti Giese  

• Do the Cognitive Skills of 
Dropouts 
Matter in the Labor Market? 
by John Tyler 

• The Relationship Between 
Reading   
and Speaking Skills  
by Barbara Garner 

• Focus on Teaching:  

 
Supports & Hindrances: A 
Force-Field Analysis 
by Andrea Parrella 

  

 
 

Volume 4, Issue B 

Mathematics Instruction 

• Developing Adults’ 
Numerate Thinking: 

      by Mary Jane Schmitt 

• Making Peace in the Math 
Wars 

      by Kathy Safford 

• The New York City Math 
Exchange Group  
by Charles Brover, Denise 
Deagan, and Solange Farina  

• Seeing is Believing 
by Charles Brover, Denise 
Deagan, and Solange Farina 

• Numeracy Needs of Adult 
Literacy Participant 
by Aydin Yucesan 
Durgunoglu & Banu Oney 

• NCSALL Grant Extended  
• Using Software Applications 

to Teach Math  
by Catherine Cantrell 

• Accommodating Math 
Students with Learning 
Disabilities  
by Rochelle Kenyon 

• Focus on Teaching:  

 
Beginning Math for 
Beginning Readers 
by Linda Huntington  

Volume 4, Issue C 

Technology 
• Across the Great Divide  

by Jeri Levesque 
• Learning with Computers: 

The Theory Behind the 
Practice 
by Jennifer G. Cromley 

• Technological Attraction  
by Robert Silva and Walter 
Wallace  

• Teaching ESOL Using Word 
Processing: A 
Communicative Approach 
by Steve Quann and Diana 
Satin 

• Why Integrate ESOL and 
Computers? 

• Low Tech: Calculators, 
Videos, and the Abacus 

• Building a Web Site in an 
ABE Class 
by Maura Donnelly 

• Choosing and Using Web 
Sites for Literacy Instruction: 
Evaluation Resources and 
Strategies  
by Emily Hacker  

• Professional Development 
and Technology  

• Solving Problems with 
Computer-Assisted 
Instruction at the East Texas 
Literacy Council  
by Kelley Snowden 

• Technology-Based Projects 
and Resources for Adult 
Basic Education  
by Janet C. Smith 

Volume 4, Issue D 

Research to Practice 
• The Working Conditions of 

Adult Literacy Teachers  
by C.Smith, J.Hofer, & 
M.Gillespie 

• Connecting Research and 
Practice 
by B.Garner, B.Bingman, 
J.Comings, K.Rowe, & 
C.Smith  

• Describing the Longitudinal 
Study of Adult Learning 

• The K-12 School 
Experiences of High School 
Dropouts 

       by S.Reder & C.Strawn 
• Program Participation and 

Self-Directed Learning to 
Improve Basic Skills 
by S.Reder & C.Strawn 

• Taking Literacy Skills Home 
by V.Purcell-Gates, 
S.Degener, E.Jacobson, & 
M.Soler 

• Sharing What NCSALL is 
Learning 
by J.Comings 

• Adult Basic Education & 
Professional Development: 
Strangers for Too Long 
by B.Wilson & D.Corbett 

• Current Research in Adult 
Learning and Literacy  
by J.Mortensen 

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=291
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=291
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=290
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=290
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=287
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=287
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=287
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=286
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=285
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=285
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=297
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=297
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=297
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=296
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=296
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=304
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=303
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=303
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=303
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=302
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=301
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=301
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=301
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=300
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=300
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=298
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=298
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=312
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=312
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=312
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=312
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=311
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=311
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=310
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=310
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=310
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=310
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=309
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=309
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=309
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=317
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=317
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=316
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=315
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=315
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=314
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=313
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=313
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=325
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=325
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=325
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=324
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=324
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=324
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=1112
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=332
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=332
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=331
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=331
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=331
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=331
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=%20330
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=%20330
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=%20330
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=%20330
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=%20330
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=329
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=329
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=329
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=328
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=328
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=328
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=327
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=327
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=327


Focus on Basics – Back Issues Available 

Volume 5, Issue A  

First-Level Learners 

• Techniques for Teaching 
Beginning-Level Reading to 
Adults  
by Ashley Hager 

• Beginning ESOL Learners' 
Advice to Their Teachers 
by MaryAnn Cunningham 
Florez  

• The Neurobiology of 
Reading and Dyslexia 
by Sally E Shaywitz, M.D. 
and Bennett A. Shaywitz, 
M.D. 

• Using a Multisensory 
Approach to Help Struggling 
Adult Learners 
b

• R
b

• T
t
b

• T
L
b

  

 
 
 

Volume 5, Issue B 

Adult Development 
• Describing the NCSALL Adult 

Development Research  
The Adult Development 
Research Group 

• Our Developmental Perspective 
• Three Developmentally Different 

Types of Learners  
The Adult Development 
Research Group 

• Three Different Types of Change 
The Adult Development 
Research Group 

• The Power of a Cohort and of 
Collaborative Groups 
The Adult Development 
Research Group  

• A Conversation with FOB 

 
Reacting to Research; Supporting 
Learners
by Sylvia Greene and Matthew 
Puma 

Volume 6, Issue A  
 Counseling 

• Sponsors and Sponsorship 
by John Comings and 
Sondra Cuban 

• Learner Persistence Study 

• Beyond the Scope of the 
Teachers: Deciding to 
Employ a Social Worker 
by Nikki Merritt, Miriam 
Spencer, and Lori Withers 

• Who Helps the Helpers? 
Supporting Counselors in 
Adult Basic Education 
by Cathy Coleman  

• A Mind/Body/Learning 
Approach to Counseling  
by Marjorie Jacobs  

Volume 6, Issue B 

"-isms" 
• YES! A Literacy Program's 
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• Reading Work 
Tracy Defoe & Sue Folinsbee  

• Much More than ABE  
Don Block & Lori Keefer  

• Balancing the Agendas of 
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• Workplace Literacy 
Education 
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Curriculum Development 
• Collaborating with Students to 

Build Curriculum that 
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• The Impact of Use of Authentic 

Materials and Activities 
• Values and Beliefs: The World 

View Behind Curriculum 
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• A Conversation with FOB 
What Works for Adult ESL 
Students 
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Youth 
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• Youth Cultural Competence: A 
Pathway for Achieving 
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