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" RE: © Comments an Séctipn 180(c¢) Policy and Procedures
; ' !
The ‘Prairie Island Iridian Community appreciates the oppo:rtunvity to provide
colmments on the Department of Energy’s Proposed Policy and Precedures to
implement Section 180 (c} of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 as amended.

I : [ ‘

The Prairie Island Indian Community is a federally recognized Indian tribe
organized under 25 US.C. § 476 and is governed under!the terms of the
Cqnstitution and By-Laws adopted by ‘ribal members on May 23, 1936 and
approved by the Sectetaty of the Interior on June 20, 1936. lts members are
Mjiewaka'ntml and Walipekute descenit of the Dakota Sioux. There are
approximately 500 enfolled members; one hundred and sixty (160) members live
on the reservation. TheiPrairie Island Indian Community is|located on Prairic
tstand, which is formed 4t the confluence of Vermillion and Mississippi rivers in
southeastern Minresota, a"pproximately 40 miles southeast of Minneapolis.

The Praine Island Ind'ian:Communiry’s interest in nuclear wasle issues, including
' . ansportation and storage, arises fr establishment of | a nuclear power
| generating plant adjadentito the Prairie Island [ndian Commun:ity since 1973 (see

atached map). To date. we do not know of anyone in the United States who lives

: 2 .4 . | .
sq close to 2 nuclear facihity. Currently, our neighbor, Northern States Power, has
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bcﬁun to store spent nyclear fuel in above ground casks only three blocks from the
homes, school and bhsigess of our community. Our tribal council has been
monitering the Departmem of Energy’s efforts to develop a national solution for
nuclear waste storage' and the Corngress’s recent efforts to identify an interim
wa%t‘e storage facility. -

Thé United States has a trust relationship with the Prairie Island Indian
Cotn.mumty The Un;ted States’ trust respounsibilities include protecting tribal
mterest and vindicating tribal rights. The United S:ates has a responsibility to
proiect the environmert, human health, cultural resources, and property interests
in Indian Country. - Prdtccung our people from harmful impacts demands that the

' fedéral government safely remove nuclear waste from Praine Jsland. As nuclear

wagte from Northern States Power will eventually be transported through and

~ adjacent to our reservation'to a federal storage facility, the Depdrtment of Energy,

in implementing Sectioh 180(c), has an obligation to ensure that we are adequately
prepared for any type Oif radiological emergency related to such shipments.

We iask this 2s a mattet of the United States Government's “trust responsibility”
toward American Indlaﬁs which is the unique legal and moral duty of the United
Statts to assist Indians {in the protections of their property and rights. This trust

‘respbns1b1hw arises out of treaties, statutes, executive orders, legal precedence,

the ?Umted States Congtitution and the cpurse of dealings between the United
Statfs Government and! Indian tribes. The full inclusion of Indian tribes in the
implementation of the!Section 180(c) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act is a
fulfillment of this respohsibfi]ity. ‘

iAddmonall), several Untted States Presidents have acknowledged the United

Statés” trust responsxblhty, by supporting the policy of government-to- government

relationships with Indian tribes. Nuclear waste policy is no exception. It is

absolutelw necessary that mbes are consulted on nuclear waste pohcy Not only

are Statc and Iocal governments affected by nuclear waste! shipments and

ynsible for emergen¢y preparedness but tribal governments are as well.
i
.\on ern States Power, llike many nuclear utilities, has run out of pool storage
spacé and is using dry cask storage technology to keep the plant operational. The
Prairie Island Indian Cotnmunity is very concerned about health and safety risks
associated with dry cask storage. We expect a safe and expeditious removal of the
wasté by the Depan!mem of Energyv by January 31, 1998, as mandated’ by the
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Nu?clear Waste Policy Act and affirmed by the U.S. Court of Appeals on July 23,
1996. i

Section 180 (c) of the!Nu:clear Waste Policy Act states that “the Secretary shall
provide technical assistance and funds to States for training ' for public safety
officials of appropriate|units of local government and Indian tribes through whose
jurisdiction the Secretfary plans to wansport spent nuclear fuel or high-level
radioactive waste undet subtitle A or under subtitle C.” Waste from our neighbor,
Northern States Power, will be travelling an the raiiroad line that runs through and
immediately adjacent to our reservation (se¢ Figure 1.). Our hontes and school are
located within 100 feet of the rail line and our business, Treasure Island Casino
and {Bingo, is located within 1600 feet of the rail line.
i : ]

As \i‘vc will be immediately. impacted bv rayl shipments of nuclear waste and have
the fmost at stake should an accident occur, we must be fully involved with and
prepared for all shipments of nuclear ‘waste through and ‘adjacent to our
cominunity. Fuil involvement includes: advance notice of shipments, technical

‘and financial assistmce‘:forlemergency preparedness activities on the reservation,

and &n opportunity to provide technical input on shipping campaigns.

The proposed imple}nerﬁati:()n plan for Section 180 (c) states that the application

process for grants and itechnical assistance will begin four years prior to any
wansport. As the Department must begin accepting waste by January 31. 1998,
there is little snore than $ixteen months left, (not four years) to begin this process.
Tke Departnent of Energy must begin this process now.

For the United States to fulﬁ'll its trust respansibility, it must work with tribes on a
govetriment-to-government basis to enstre full tribal participation. The

_ Depattment of Energy miust provide us with technical and financial assistance so

that we are adequately prepared for all shipments of spent nuclear fuel traveling
adjacent to and through the Prairie Island Indian Community.

" The lack of full tribal participation in emergency evacuation planning and

' preparedness has augmented fears about living next to a nuclear power plant. We
. would like to be fully prepared for all nuclear waste shipments through and

adjacent to our reservaticdn. We expect the Department of Energy to provide our
community with any technical assistance and funding that will ‘be provided to

- other units of government to prepare for waste shipments.
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Thank you again for this opportunity to provide comments on ;the Department of
Energy’s plan to imaplement Section 180(c) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.

Sincerely,

. \ |
| Q@JAAL ? MM
Curtis C. Campbell Sr, Fresident

Darelyrﬁ Lehto. Vice President
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