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March 21,2008

The Honorable Condoleezza Rjce
Secretary
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:

Yesterday, Ambassador Patrick Kennedy, the Under Secretary of State for Management,
confirmed that three contract employees working for two State Department contractors gained
unauthorized access to the passport records of Senator Barack Obama.l When Ambassador
Kennedy was asked for the identities of the contract employees and the companies, however, he

declined to provide them:

Question: Are you releasing the names of any of these three contractors or the companies
for which they were contracting on behalf of the State Department? . . .

Ambassador Kennedy: In a word, no.2

I am writing to request that you provide the Oversight Committee by Monday with the
identities of the companies involved in these breaches. I also believe this information should be
made publicly available.

t U.S. Department of State, Press Release; On-the-Record Briefing on (lnøuthorized
Accessed Passport Records (Mar. 20,2008) (online at www.state.gov/m/rlsl102460.htm).
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The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set forth in
House Rule X. If you have any questions, please contact David Rapallo of the Committee staff
af (202) 225-5420.

Sincerely,

ünùQ.tA(*
Henry A.'Waxman
Chairman

cc: Tom Davis
Ranking Minority Member


