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National Environmental Policy Act;
Revised Implementing Procedures
AGENCY: Farest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice: continuance of interim
policy.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service is
teissuing an interim directive that
clarifies its National Environmental
Policy Act implementation policy on
categorical exclusions from
documentation, The directive

emphasizes the importance of
recordkeeping in conjunction with
categurical exclusion determinations.
and {1 limits the types of low-impact
silvicultural activities that normally
qualify for categorical exclusion. Lt is
necessaty to reissue the interim
direction to provide continuing direction
white the agency prepares a more
comprehensive revision of its
environmental analysis and
documentation policy and procedures.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The new interim
directive will become effective August
10, 1988,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION GONTACT:
Questions and comments about this
policy should be addressed to David E,
Ketcham, Director of Environmental
Coordination, Forest Service, USDA,
P.0. Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090~
6000, (202) 447-4708.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION; Forest
Service directive system policy limits
the duration of an interim directive (ID}
to one year. If, upon expiration of an ID,
the Agency ie not yet prepared to
incorporate the interim direction into the
parent directive texr, Agency policy
allows reissuing the interim directive.
On August 10, 1087, the Forest Service
issued Interim Directive No. 14 to Forest
Service Manual Chapter 1950.{52 FR
30935). That interim directive
superseded the Agency's then existing
policy on determining when the anslysis
of a proposed action could be
categarically excluded from
documentation in an environmental
assessment or environmental impact
statement (June 24, 1985; 50 FR 26081).
Interim Diractive No. 14 expires
August 10, 1988, Becausa the Agency is
in the process of making comprehensive
revisions to all of Chapter 1850 and the
accompanying environmental analysis
handbook, FSH 1909.15, the direction in
ID No. 14 cannot be {ncorporated at this
time into the parent text of the Manual,
In order to prevent a gap in this needed
direction, the agency is relssuing the
interim directive. ~
The Agency plans to publish the mare
comprehensive changes in its National
Environmental Policy Act implementing
palicy and procedures in the next few
months for public comment. Direction on
categorical exclusions will be in
incorporated in that proposed revision.
The interim directive is being reissued
without change, For ease of reference,
the full text of the directive as it will be
distributed to Forest Service personnel
is set out at the end of this natice.

Date: July 28. 1988.
George M. Leonard,
Associate Chief.

Forest Service Manual

Interim Directive No. 16.

Duration: One year.

Chapter: 1950—Environmental Policy
and Procedures,

Posting Notice: Las 1D was No. 15 to
FSM 1820, issued 2/8/88.

This interim directive s a relssuance
of ID No. 14, issued August 10, 1887. It
clarifies FGM section 1952.2—
Categorical Exclusion From
Documentation. It deletes a paraphrase
of the Council on Environmental
Quality's definition of categorical
exclusion. It emphasizes that a project
file should be maintained for any
vecards created during analyses of
actions that are categorically excluded
from documentation in an
environmental agsessment gr an
enviranmental impact statement. It
pravides examples of the types of
vecords that might be included in the
project file. It also limits the use of
categorical exclusions for low-impact
gilvienltural activities to "“salvage,
thinning, and small harvest cuts of less
than 100 thousand board feet or less
then 10 acres” and adds "miscellaneous

forest product sales.”

This policy applies only to the
salvage, thinning, and smal] harvest cuts
that are proposed. dnalyzed. and
decided after the effective date of this
interim directive. Proposed actions
which have been analyzed and
categorically excluded under previous
policy do not have to be re-analyzed
and documented in an environmental
agsessment or an environmenta) impact
slatement as a result of this interim
directive.

1952,2—Categorical Exclusion From
Documentation In An Environmental

Assessment Or An Environmental
Impact Statement, (40 CFR 1508.4). In
addition to the seven categories of
actions excluded from documentation in
7 CFR 1(b)(3), certain other actions may
be categorically excluded from
documentation in an environmental
assessment or environmental impact
statement. To determine if an action
may be categorically excluded, an
environmental analysis. including
scoping, must be conducted. (FSII

1909.15, ch. 10 and 20),

The guide for determining whether an
action may be excluded is the
significance of the effects (40 CFR
1508.27). In unusua) circumstances an
action that normally might be
categorically excluded may have a
significant environmental effect on the
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quality of the human environment? and
require ait environmental impact
statement. Unusual circumstances might
include areas involving threatened and
endangered species: critical habitat;
flood plains: wetlands; and specially
designated areas, such as wilderpess.
wilderness study areas. or roadless
araas degignated for further planning.

Interested and affected persons must
be informed tn an appropriate mamar
(40 CFR 1508.6 and FSM 19503) of a
decision to proceed with an action that
has been categorically excluded from
documentation in an envirommental
assessment or environmenta] impact
statement.

During tha analysis, maintain a
project file for any records prepared.
such as (1} a list of interested and
affected people contacted during
scoping, (2) the results of the analysis,
(3) documentation of the determination
of consistency with the Forest Plan
(FSM 1920, ID No. 13. 1/20/87), (4)
documentation of the notification given

- of the decision to proceed with an action:
that has been categorically excluded
from decumentation in an
environmental assessment or
environmental impact statament {for
example, telephone message, news
release, and so forth}, and (5) a list of
the people notified of the decision to
proceed,

Typicul classes and representative
examples of actions that might be
categorically excluded are listed below,
Experience and environmenltal analysis
indicate that these sctions and classes
ususily do not significantly affect the
quality of the byman environment,
individually or cumutatively. These
typical clasges include most forest
management activities that normally
could be categotically excluded,
Proposged actions considered far
categorical exclusion which are not
clearly within a typical class must have
no more environmental impact than
those which are.

1. Administrative actions, such ag
road and area closures; restrictions on
trave] or use, suchess camping, boating,
or hunting: and posting signs and
markers, ‘

2, Construction of low-impact
factlities or improvements, such as
auxiliary support buildings or other
structures; picnic areas and
cumpgrounds; temporary and other low-
standard roads, such a5 traffic service
level "D" roads (FSH 7709.56); and trails.

3. Repair and maintenance activilies,
such ag on buildings. grounds, trails,
rights-of-way, and range improvements.

4. Low-impact silvicultural activities
that are limited in size and duration and
that primarily use existing roads and

facilities, such as firewood and
miscellanenus forest product sales:
salvage, thinning, and small harvest cuts
of less than 100 thousand board feet or
less than 10 acros; site preparation; and
planting and seeding.

5. Low-impact range management
activities, such as fencing, seeding, and
installing water facilities.

6. Issuance ar modification of
authorizations or agreements for such
uses of landg or facilities as road

- maintenance and additional use of

existing roads, rights-of-way, and
easements.

7. Low-impyct pest management
activities. such as suppressing nuisance
insects and poisonous plants in
campgrounds and picnic areas;
controlling.cone and seed ingects in
seed orchards; and fumigating to controt
weeds in nurseries.

8. Mineral and cnergy activities of
limited size, duration, and degree of
disturhance, auch as preliminary
exploration and remaval of small
mineral samples.

9. Fish and wildlife management
activities, such as improving habitat,
insfalling fisk ladders, and stocking
naiive or established spocies.

10. Transfer of interests in land, such
as sales, exchangas, or interchanges
pursuant to the Small Tracts Act;
purchases and gifts; and small transfars
and trades with other Federal agencies.
{FR Doc. 8817659 Filed 8-4-88: 845 am]
BILLING CODE 3410~11-M
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. AcTioN: Notice i boundary extension,
Susmany: The fecretary of Agricaltura
has approved efiablishment of &

the extension of the
Umpqua National

the Tiller

ite. A copy of the order
Secretary ig set out a
tice. )

By order of the
culture, the boundary
clive June 21, 1988,
RMATION CONTACT:
on, Lunds Specialist,
ice, P.O. Box 960390,
020-6090, (703) 235-

purchase unit

the end of this

EFFECTIVE DA
Becretary of A,
revigion wae e

FOR FURTHER
Kenneth R Joh
USDA, Forest
Washington, D
2408.

hority vested in the
ulture by section 11 of |
. 1011, (36 Stal. 961} -
ag amended, notifk is hereby given of
the establishmenfif a purchase unit and
the extension of t{@l boundaries of tha -°
Umpqua National Bbrest as described -
same and all kandz

below ta include

within the Umpqualiational Ferest ag |
adjusted that hava fen acquired by the |
United States underflhe Act of March 3,

1925, the Act of Api
of August 3, 1956, an
(Act of September
now attain gtatus as'
land subject to the £

B, 1935 and the Act
which, by statute
P58, 72 Stat. 1577), -
ational Forest
of Merch 1, 1811, ¢

Umpqua National ForesliC Willametie
Meridan
Douglas County .

The lellowing propest@is located in W%
NE%, NEY« NWY Sec. I T.30 S, R2 W,
W.M.:

Beginning at a paint, Willich is the EYie
corner of section 33, thefile N88*42'W 516,34
feet, thence B44"52'W 1 6 feat, thence
§23°46'W 196.87 feet to Mloint opposite
Enginaer's station 1220-+J88.05 on the North
Right-of-Way line of Doillas County Rd: #1,
thgnce S04'13'E along sqill Righi-of-way
395.18 fent, thance S61° 18 84.48 {vet along
said Right-of-way, thenliS55"0L'E 100.66 feet
to South line ol NWVsNIla of Seelion 33,
thence S0e°37°E 531.08- i@t along sald Sonth
line, thonce 548°34'W 00 feat, thence
558°33'W 4671 feet (o a Jbint on the
Nourthern Right-of-wayliéne of Denglas
County Road #1, thenciiS42"25'F 121.12 faat
along soid Right-of-wajlline, thence 544°45'E

292, 60 feet along suid
S61°57'E 378.24 feet al
line, thence S78°04°E 4
Right-of-way line. thefifa S78°04'E 74.21 feet
along said Right-of-wilk liné; thence NO*02'W
783.40 frot, thonce NQNO2'W 884.15 feet.
thence 839°18'W d5z i fuet, thence S40*50'W
230.55 feet. thence NJl*10'W 192.9¢ feet,
thence N40'50E’ feet, thenee N41°32
609.23 feet. thence N 41’ 243.40 feet, thence
NO'02'W 176,57 fecflilo point of baginning
containing 51.40 acril more or less.

Effective Date;
the 21th of june, 198
Richard E. Ling,
Secretary. Depuort
[FR Doc. §8~17860 §
BILLING CODE 3410-11
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