
. 3 .  The u s e  o f  t h e  a e r o n a u t i c a l  emergency and s u r v i v a l - c r a f t  f r equen-  
ties of  121.5 a n d  243 Mllz will p r o v i d e  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  cove r  
f o r  t r a n s a t 1 a n t i c  and t r a n s p a c i f i c  voyages.  

The GRAN system, when f u l l y  developed and o p e r a t i o n a l ,  w i l l  p ro -  
v ide  a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  worldwide a l e r t i n g  and l o c a t i n g  system. 

5. T h e r e  i s  no need f o r  t h e  m a r i n e r  t o  wait several y e a r s  f o r  t h e  

4. 

development of the GRAN system. An e f f e c t i v e ,  l ow-cos t  a l e r t i n g  - 
and l o c a t i n g  system u t i l i z i n g  EPIRB's can  be  implemented today. 

6. The  DAL system will be e f f e c t i v e  f o r  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  
20 nules of  tile c o a s t l i n e .  

7 .  T h e  DAL system i s  s t i l l  a rcsearcii-and-development p r o j e c t  and 
w i l l  n o t  be o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  

- 8. The c u r r e n t  m a r i t i m e  d i s t r e s s  system requires m o d i f i c a t i o n s  and 
changes i n  o r d e r  t o  be  more e f f e c t i v e .  

9. T h e  improvements recommended i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a 
f u t u r e  maritime d is t ress  system which the Sub-committee on 
Radiocomnunicat ions presentct l  t o  t h e  Mari t ime S a f e t y  Committee 
of II4CO a re  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  worthwhile .  

10.  A time s c h e d u l e  o r  1 0  t o  20 years  f o r  implementing t h e  proposed 
improvements t o  the e x i s t i i i r  maritime d is t ress  systeni i s  I 

e x c e s s i v e .  The  need f o r  t h e s e  improvements i s  too g r e a t  t o  wait 
1 0  o r  20 y e a r s  t o  a c h i e v e  t l icin. 

I X  KECOE1E.IENUATIONS 

The S a f e t y  Board recomiiends t h a t :  

1. The Coast  G~ia i -d ,  i n  c o n j u n r r i o n  i.iith the F e d e r a l  Conmiunications - 
Commission, r e q u i r e  a l l  U.S. v e s s e l s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  

r a d i o  beacons which will tr;iiismit a u t o m a t i c a l l y  on 1 2 1 . 5  PMz, 243 
PMz, and 218Eii.l~lz. T h i s  rerjriireinent should bcconie e f f e c t i v e  1.7ithin 
1 yea r .  

. - t h e  1960 SOLAS Convention t o  c a r r y  emergency p o s i t i o n - i n d i c a t i n g  

2 .  The Coast Guard, i i r  consu1t:atioii w i t h  t he  S t a t e  Department,  t a k e  
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  through t h c  Intergovcriuncntal  Naritinie Consiilta- 
t i v e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  co obtaiii pas sage  of an amendment t o  the SOLAS 
Conventi.on o r  191iO which i ~ o i i I . d  r e q u i r e  a l l  member-nations'  vessels 
which a r c  s u b j e c t  t o  tlic pro-%risions of  thc Convention t o  c a i - r y  
emergency p o s i t i o n -  i i i d i c a t ; ~ ~ ; :  r a d i o  beacons i!lrich \,?ill t r a n s m i t  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  oil 1 2 1 . 5  Nliz: '$3 Pll iz, and 2 l W  !,:I / ,  

, 
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3.  T h e  CoasL Guard a n a l y z e  t h c  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  on t h e  loss  of  t h e  
U.S. v e s s e l s  which were o p e r a t i n g  more than  20 miles o f f  s h o r e  
and lucre not s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  1560 SOLAS Conven- 
t i o n  to de te rmine  t o  ruhat d e g r e e  t h e  c a r r i a g e  o f  emergency 
p o s i t i o n - i n d i c a t i n g  r a d i o  beacons might  have reduced t h e  l o s s  of  
l i f e .  
whether t h e  c a r r i a g e  of: t h e s e  beacons s h o u l d  be  made mandatory 
f o r  t h e s e  t y p e s  of  v e s s e l s .  

*qg%TL, , fi Based upon t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  Coas t  Guard should de t e rmine  

4. Pending t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  a n a l . y s i s ,  t h e  Coast  Guard encourage 
t h e  owners of U.S. v e s s e l s  which a r e  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i -  
s i o n s  of t h e  1560 SOUS Convent ion,  when o p e r a t i n g  more than 20 
miles o f f  s h o r e ,  t o  p r o v i d e  emergency p o s i t i o n - i n d i c a t i n g  r a d i o  
beacons which will t r a n s m i t  a c t o m a t i c a l l y  on e i ther  2182 itHz or 
121.5 Eltlz and 243 NHz. 

,?$/&, 
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,, 5. T h e  F e d e r a l  Communications Commission, i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the ~, Coast  Guard, e v a l u a t e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  

e x i s t i n g  r a d i o t e l e g r a p h  a u t o  a l a r m  and p o r t a b l e  emergency r a d i o  
a. a p p a r a t u s  t o  de te rmine  what changes o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a re  neces- 

s a r y  t o  improve the performance o f  t h e s e  d e v i c e s .  

The United S t a t e s  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  IMCO s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  and a c t i v e l y  

.a 

, .  

h. 6.   work f o r  r a p i d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  revise  and improve t h e  
72K.3 c u r r e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s t r e s s  system. 
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