
V I ,  REC.OkEjE-W-AX.IONS 

The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t :  

1. A l l  States enac t  requirements f o r  school  d i s t r i c t s  o r  adminis t ra -  
t i o n s  wi th in  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  through S t a t e  funding a s s i s t a n c e  o r  any 
o t h e r  appropr i a t e  a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of s u i t a b l e  r e s t r a i n t  
systems ( s e a t b e l t s  o r  o t h e r  approved devices)  a t  the d r i v e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  
a l l  schoolbuses,  and f o r  the  wearing of such r e s t r a i n t s  (or the  use of  
such devices)  a t  a l l  times when persons a r e  being t ranspor ted  i n  such 
schoolbuses.  

2. The National Highway T r a f f i c  Safe ty  Adminis t ra t ion and t h e  Vehicle 
Equipment Safety Commission, i n  cons ide ra t ion  of the  unnecessary hazards 
posed by loca t ing  schoolbus f u e l  tanks ad jacen t  to s e r v i c e  doors ,  a c t  
promptly to  determine the  "best" and " sa fe s t "  l oca t ion  f o r  schoolbus f u e l  
tanks and to  spec i fy  such l o c a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  as any p r o t e c t i v e  s h i e l d  o r  
s t r u c t u r a l  changes, t o  minimize the l i ke l ihood  t h a t  a c o l l i s i o n  which 
might d i s a b l e  the s e r v i c e  door o r  the  emergency e x i t  w i l l  a l s o  i n i t i a t e  
a schoolbus f u e l  tank f i r e ,  and v i c e  versa .  

3 .  The National  Highway T r a f f i c  Safe ty  Adminis t ra t ion and the  Vehicle 
Equipment Safety Commission, in  cons ide ra t ion  of hazards posed by schoolbus 
s e r v i c e  doors which open in  such fash ion  t h a t  the pressure  of persons from 
w i t h i n  the bus might hamper O K  prevent  the  expedi t ious opening of such 
doors in  an emergency, ac t  promptly to  determine the s a f e s t  mode of s e rv i ce -  
door opening and to  spec i fy  such mode of opening in appropr i a t e  s tandards .  
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