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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION A-72-85 

The National Transportat ion Safety Board's inves. t igat ion of an 
inc ident  involving a Beech Volpar conversion a i r c r a f t ,  N343V, at  
Phi ladelphia ,  Pennsylvania, on March 16, 1971,, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  co r rec t lve  
ac t ion  i s  necessary t o  reduce t h e  recurrence of similar inc iden t s .  

The a i r c r a f t  was being operated by Ransome Ai r l ines  i n  t h e  landing 
phase when t h e  crew found they were unable t o  lower the landing gear .  
Subsequent i nves t iga t ion  revealed t h a t  t h e  nose gear  f o r k  assembly had 
jammed on a protruding b o l t  of t h e  nose walking beam, Pa r t  No. 261. 
This prevented t h e  extension of t h e  landing gear ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  normal 
e l e c t r i c a l  system o r  by t h e  emergency handcrank system. 
landed with t h e  landing gear  i n  t h e  r e t r ac t ed  pos i t i on .  
and t h e r e  were no i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  passengers.  

The a i r c r a f t  
There was no f i r e  

Volpar, Inc . ,  has issued Service B u l l e t i n  No. 21,, dated Apr i l  5, 1971, 
t o  modify t h i s  b o l t  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  
Beech Volpar a i r c r a f t  now i n  se rv ice .  

This b u l l e t i n  a f f e c t s  approximately 500 

Since t h i s  type malfunction c o n s t i t u t e s  an unsafe condi t ion,  and s ince  
t h i s  condi t ion i s  l i k e l y  t o  exist i n  o ther  Beech Volpar a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  
Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  t h e  Federa l  Aviation Administration: 

I ssue  an Airworthiness Direc t ive  t o  requi re  t h a t  Beech Volpar 
a i rp l anes  be  modified i n  accordance with Vo.lpar Serv ice  B u l l e t i n  
No. 21. 



The Board s t a f f  is available f o r  any fur ther  asslstaiicc they  may 
be able t o  provide. 

This recommendation w i l l  be released t o  the public on the lssu 
date shown above. 
document should be made pr ior  t o  thar; date.  

No public dissemination of t he  contents of t h i  

Reed, Chairmen; L a c e l ,  McAdams, Thayer, and Burge 
concurred i n  the above recommendation. 

V” - 
By: Isabel  A. Burgess 

Acting Chairman 


