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Federal  Avia t ion  Adminis t ra t ion 

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION A-72-84 

In response t o  Notice of  Proposed Rule Making 69-33, t h e  
Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board supported t h e  proposal  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  amendment of  Paragraph 25.811 (e)( l )  of t h e  Federal  
Aviat ion Regulations (FAR) t o  r e q u i r e  s e l f - i l l u m i n a t i n g  handles f o r  
Type 111 exi ts .  In add i t ion ,  t h e  Safety Board recommended t h a t  t h e  
above s e c t i o n  be amended t o  r e q u i r e  s e l f - i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  a l l  e x i t  
handles .  This recommendation was accepted i n  p a r t  i n  t h e  r ecen t ly  
publ ished amendments t o  the FAR i n  t h a t  you ind ica t ed  you would 
consider  f u t u r e  NPRM a c t i o n  t o  apply such a requirement t o  Type I1 
and Type I V  e x i t s .  
t o  f loo r - l eve l  exits (Types A and I) was re , jected because you con- 
s ide red  t h a t  the p r e s e n t  requirements f o r  genera l  emergency i l lumi-  
n a t i o n  provided adequate l i g h t i n g  of t h e  f loo r - l eve l  e x i t  handles.  

The Board's recommendation a s  it would apply 

The p resen t  r e g u l a t i o n  covering general  emergency i l l umina t ion  
s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  emergency l i g h t  system must produce c e r t a i n  l i g h t  
levels a t  arm rest l e v e l  on t h e  a i s l e  c e n t e r l i n e  and a t  a 6-inch 
level  above t h e  f l o o r  f o r  e x i t  passageways. 
ments does not  necessa r i ly  ensure t h a t  adequate l i g h t i n g  is  provided 
f o r  door e x i t  handles a t  f l oo r - l eve l  exits. The a b i l i t y  of t h i s  
l i g h t i n g  t o  provide adequate e x i t  handle i l l umina t ion  would depend 
on t h e  des ign  and p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  genera l  emergency l i g h t s  and on 
the l o c a t i o n  of t h e  e x i t  handles.  

Meeting these require-  
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Passengers have had t o  open e x i t s ,  under emergency condi t ions  

A passenger may become confused even i n  a wel l - l igh ted  
i n  t h e  p a s t  and they undoubtedly w i l l  be requi red  t o  do so i n  the 
f u t u r e .  
exit  a r e a  under emergency condi t ions .  For example, i n  t h e  DC-10 
conf igura t ion  t h e  e x i t  handle  i s  loca ted  not  on t h e  door i t s e l f ,  
bu t  t o  one s i d e .  Moreover, the handle  i s  loca ted  on t h e  oppos i t e  
s i d e  of t h e  door from the exit s ign .  
i s  a handgrip which could e a s i l y  be mistaken f o r  the door handle. 
A s e l f - i l l umina ted  door handle would s tand  o u t  as t h e  appropr i a t  
device  t o  open t h e  door. 

Adjacent t o  t h e  e x i t  s i g n  

We a l s o  be l i eve  t h a t  exit crowding could block adequate  l i g h t i n g  
of the e x i t  handle f o r  Type I and Type A exits--a problem solved by 
s e l f - l i g h t e d  handles.  Smoke could compromise t h e  i l l umina t ion  of t 
handle by the overhead l i g h t s ,  o r  the f a i l u r e  of the genera l  emergency 
l i g h t s  could render  an  e x i t  handle i n v i s i b l e ,  un less  it were self- 
i l lumina ted .  

Accordingly, t h e  Safe ty  Board endorses e a r l y  rulemalting regard- 
i ng  s e l f - i l l u m i n a t i o n  handles f o r  Type I1 and I V  exits,  and recommends 
f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  Federal  Avia t ion  Adminis t ra t ion:  

Require se l f - i l l umina t ing  handles f o r  a l l  
Type I and Type A ex i t s .  

This recommendation w i l l  be re leased  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on the i s s u e  
d a t e  shown above. 
document should be made p r i o r  t o  t h a t  da t e .  

No p u b l i c  disseminat ion of t h e  conten ts  of  t h i s  

Reed, Chairman; Laurel,  Thayer, and Burgess, Members of  t h e  
Board. concurred i n  t h e  above recommendations. McAdams, Member, d i d  
no t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
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