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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-72-56 & 57 

The National Transportation Safety Board's l e t t e r s  t o  you, dated 
June 1, 1970, and July 30, 1970,, made several  recommendations regarding 
cockpit voice recorder ( CVR) ins ta l la t ions .  

One of these recommendatioiis concerned underwater recovery of coclcpit 
voice recorders. Pollo.ruiiig our i n i t i a l  recommendations, eiigiiieers from 
the Safety Board aiid the Federal Aviation Administration met with the 
o f f i c i a l s  of the Navy diving school t o  det.ennine the best  method of locat-  
ing CVR and the f l i g h t  da-ta recorders (FDR). They suggested t h a t  the 
in s t a l l a t ion  of an acoustic beacon (pinger) on the  un i t s  would great ly  
f a c i l i t a t e  uiiderwater recovery. 
beacons could not be instal led, ,  conspicuity markings should be put on the 
case even Irhougli it haa been t h e i r  experieiice t h a t  conspicuity markings 
r.iould not appreciably improve -the chalices of underwater recovery unless 
v i s i b i l i t y  was good. 

They fur ther  suggested tha t  i f  acoustic 

A s  the  r e su l t  of our 'conversations with Navy diving school and Naval 
Research Laboratory personnel, and our experience i n  attempting t o  recover 
recorders from underwater and mud, the Safety Board recommends tha t :  

1. The Federal Aviation Administration i n i t i a t e  rulemaking 
action t ,o require instal la t . ion of underrrater loca-ting 
devices on new CVR's similar t o  those now required on 
FDR's by section 121.343 of the Federal Aviation Regulations. 

2. The Federal Aviation Administration encourage operators 
of large a i r c r a f t  t o  a f f i x  reflect.ive tape t o  the cases of 
FDR's and CVR's u n t i l  they can be equipped with underwa-ter 
1ocat.iiig devices. 



If we may be of further assistance, please let us know. 

These recommendations will be released to the public on the issue 
date shown above. 
document should be made prior to that date. 

No public dissemination of the contents of this 

Reed, Chairman; Laurel, McAdms, Th 
concurred in the above recommendations. 
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