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c o n t r o l l e r  i n s o f a r  as t h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  opera t ion  was concerned. 
under d i r e c t  superv is ion  of a q u a l i f i e d  c o n t r o l l e r  a t  the  time of t h e  
c o l l i s i o n .  

He was 

PROBABLE CAUSE 

The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board determines t h a t  t he  probable 
cause of t h i s  acc ident  w a s  t h e  minimum oppor tuni ty  f o r  t he  f l igh tcrews  
t o  see and avoid the  o the r  a i r c r a f t  due t o  the  background l i g h t s  behind 
the  Cessna and t h e  decrease  i n  t h e  Cessna p i l o t s '  v i s u a l  f i e l d  r e s u l t i n g  
from the  a i r c r a f t ' s  wing while  turning.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

The National  Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board be l i eves  t h a t  i t  i s  an unsafe  
p r a c t i c e  t o  engage i n  s tudent  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f l i g h t s  i n  high-densi ty  
t r a f f i c  a r e a s  a t  n igh t .  Pr ior  t o  any such f l i g h t ,  t he  s tudent  and t h e  
i n s t r u c t o r  should f a m i l i a r i z e  themselves wi th  t r a f f i c  flow p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  i n  which they in tend  t o  f l y .  Midair c o l l i s i o n  acc idents  can be 
avoided only by t h e  exercise of extreme v i g i l a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of f l i g h t -  
crews, 
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The Board recommends tha t :  

The Federa l  Aviat ion Adminis t ra t ion disseminate  t h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  a l l  p i l o t  schools and b r ing  t h i s  message t o  
the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t o r s .  
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