
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NATIONAL T ANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I S S U E D :  October 18, 1972 

Adopted by the N A T I O N A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  S A F E T Y  BOARD 
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Washington, D .  C .  
on the 27th day of September 1972. 

FORWARDED T O :  
lionorabie John H .  Shaffer 
Administrator 
Fede r ai. Avi a,t i on Aclmini s .t r at. i on 
Wa.s!iington, D. C .  20591 

S A F E T Y  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  A-72-199 

The National Transportat ion Safety Board conducted an inves t iga t ion  
*.,f an approach accident  involving an a i rp lane  which was inbound t o  the 
S p i r i t  of St. Louis Aj-rport ,  Ches te r f ie ld ,  Missouri, on December 2G, 1971. 
There was no record of the  air/ground communications exchange which 
preceded the accident  s ince  the re  i s  no requirement for such recordings 
at pr iva te ly  owned and operated a i r p o r t s .  

\.le are aware tliat the  Federal  Aviation Administration does not regula te  
01 2e.t forth po l i c i e s  for t h e  operations of non-Federal air t r a f f i c  cont.rol 
i.owers. Hoviever, the  grea t  value of recorded communications at. Federal 
f a c i l i . t i e s  a,: an instrument of  opera t iona l  qua l i t y  con t ro l  as well as a 
pt2staccident. inves.tigati.ve tool i s  widely recognized. 

Therefore, to enhance the safety of operat ions a t  non-Federal air  
t r a f f i c  cont ro l  towers, t.he Board recommends that: 

The Federal  Aviation Administ.ral;ion encourage operators of 
p r iva t e  towers t o  record all tower /a i rc raf t  r ad io  transmissions.  

This recommendation w i l l  be re leased t.0 the publ ic  on .the i ssue  da t e  
~ hmm above, No publ ic  dissemination of the cont.ents of t h i s  document 
should be made p r io r  t o  that .  date .  

Reed, Cl?airman; McAdans, Bwgess , and iialey, Members, concurred i n  
the above recommendat.i.on, Thayer, &!ember, vas absent ,  not  voting. 

BY: 
Chairman 


