UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

{SSUED: october 6, 1972

Adopted by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
at its offlice in Washington, D. C.
on the 2ist day of September 1972
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FORWARDED TO:

Honorawle John H. Shaffer
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
Weshington, D. C. 20591
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION A-72-170

The National Transportation Safety Board recently investigated an
Fastern Air Lines, Inc., McDonnell Douglas DC-9 cabin fire. The fire
occurred while the aircraft was parked at a gate at Atlanta Internaticnal

Alrport, Atlants, Georgla, on May 10, 1972. Passengers had not yet boarded.

The origin of the fire was determined to be a short circult between
pins of an unused passenger service unit electrical receptacle. A metal
fragment from a failed retaining spring clip was found shorted across pins
supplying 28 VDC and 110 VAC and ground. The unused passenger service unit
originally served a third seat vhich was removed when Eastern Air Lines
retrofitted the tourist cabin to a three-two abreast seat configuration.

The heat generated by the shoried wires eventually ignited adjacent
honeycomb material and propagated into a major fire which gutted the
entire cabin. The fire was of such intensity as to burn through the cabin
skin in several places.

The Safety Board is concerned that other unused electrical receptacle
plugs may become shorted and that similar fires may occur. We believe
that all unused receptacles should be sultably capped or otherwise electri-
cally deactivated to preclude inadvertent shorts of the type that occurred
in this case,.
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In view of the possibility that other alrcrafl may be illtﬁd With
similar unused receptacles, the Safety Board recommends 1hat the Federal
Aviation Administration: Soenilnin

Issue a Maintenance Bulleitin directing 1n5pccbmrs ﬁd'inform'
operators of the Tacts and c¢ircumstances involved in this: i
accident so that operators can take appropriate correctlve g
action. '

This recommendation will be released to the public on the issue :dé.tt:af o
shown above. No public dissemination of the contents should te made prior
tc that date. : N

Reed, Chairman; McAdams, Thayer, Burgess, and Haley, Mbmbers, concurredf
in the &bove recomnendation, . : . :




