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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-72-125 & 126 

Over the past  several  years, there  have been a signiflcail-t number of 
instances i n  which, subsequent t o  a landing a f t e r  a reportable occurrence 
or  an incident, the flightcrew has f a i l ed  t o  h a l t  the operation of the 
cockpit voice recorder (CVR) ,  thus causing the erasure of all recording 
pertinent t o  the occurrence. A s  a r e su l t ,  much s ignif icant  information 
with valuable accident-prevention potentj.al has been l o s t .  

It should be noted t h a t  many of the instances where t h i s  l o s s  of 
data occurred were due t o  the restorat ion of e l e c t r i c a l  power a f t e r  the 
flightcrew had l e f t  the a i r c r a f t  without first having deactivated the 
e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t  powering t h e  CVR. 

The Nati-onal Transportation Safety Board recognizes that there a r e  
occasions wherein the crew may not be able t o  make a prompt assessment. 
concerning the necessity f o r  immediate not i f icat ion of the Safety Board 
under Par t  430 if i t s  regrlations and the concomitant requirement for the 
preservation of recorded information as prescribed by Part  121 (section 
121.359(e)) of the Fgderal Aviation Regulations (FAR). I n  such cases 
it would appear that the crew should stop the CVR, thereby preserving the 
record against  erasure, u n t i l  a more accurate determination can be made 
regarding the scope and extent of the  occurrence. 

We are sure that you and your members are as interested as we a re  i n  
determining a l l  of the  f ac t s ,  conditions, and circumstances surrounding 
accidents and incidents of a less-than-catastrophic nature as well as 
.those unfortunate occurrences with more d i re  resul ts .  It i s  with the 
knowledge gained from the r e l a t ive ly  l e s s  serious occirrences that we 
may learn how t o  prevent tragedies from taking place. Usually, more 0-f 
t h i s  type of ins ight  can be gained when the information from the CVR i s  
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preserved. Accordingly, cruicurrent wi  t h  I,his l e t t e r ,  w c  are trcmsmittiw 
t o  the Administrator of the Federal A v i n t i o n  Adn1nistr:il;i oil a recommenrb 
tioii that  the language of FAR lPl.359(e) bc amended Lo rl.!linente the 
responsibi l i ty  of t h r  p i lo t -  tit-common6 for ensuring I;fm i~1”cccrv:~Lion 
CVX recordings following ni l  occurrence llitelv t o  reaui re inmedinLe noti 
cation of the SaEety Board. 

I n  consonance wlth Lhc foregoing, the National Transportation SafeI. 
Board recommends t h a t  the All ied P i lo ts  Association: 

1. Remind i t s  members of tlie provisions of FAR 121.35S)(e) 
pertaining t o  the preservation oP recorded information. 

Urge i t s  members t o  ensure that a f t e r  a landinp. or a 
ground occurrence where lnunediate not i f icat ion o r  the 
Safety Board may be required, the cockpit voice recorder 
be stopped by c i r c u i t  breaker activation, u n t i l  an accnrate 
determination can be made re la t ive  t o  the aforementioned 
not i f icat ion.  

2. 

These recoimendations w i l l  be released t o  the public on the i s su  
&I,e shown above. 
document should be made pr ior  t o  that date. 

No public dissemination of the contents of  this 

Reed, Chairman, McAdms, Thayer, Burgess, and Haley, Members, 
coilcurred i n  the above recommendations. 


