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ISSUED: August 24, 1972 

Adopted by t h e  NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
a t  i t s  of f i ce  i n  Washington, D. C. 
on the 26wl. day of July 1972 

SAFETY RECOMHENDATIONS A-72-119 thru - 122 

Over the past  several  years, there  have been a s igni f icant  number of 
instarces  ir. vbich, subsequent t o  a landing after a reportable  occurrence 
o r  a2 icciSe.ellt, Cke fl.ightcrew has f a i l e d  t o  h a l t  t h e  operation of  the 
cockpit ~ o i c e  recorder (CVR), thus callsing the erasure of a l l  recording 
per t inent  t o  the occurrence. 
accident-prevention poten t ia l  has been l o s t .  

I4xh s igni f icant  information with valuable 

You and yo12 skf? '  are aware of the provisions of Par t  121. (sect ion 
lu.359(e)) of the Federal Avfatioa Regulations relaticg t o  the re ten t ion  
of the  CVR record ? ~ ~ m i ~ g  EX occurrencs which requires inmediate n o t i f i -  
cation of the Xat ixal  Transportation Safety 3oard under Pa r t  430 of the  
Board's regulations. Fai lure  ky the fiightcrew t o  prevent erasure of tke  
tape appears t o  cor.travene the in t en t  of the  provisions of FA3 121.359(c), 
and, i n  soxe cases, There 'have Seen inaicat ions that this lailirre w2s  r o t  
unavoidaSle. 
not be able t o  make a prcFpt sssessxe?.t concernicg t h e  necessity t o  n o t i f y  
the Board immedieteiy. IC such cases it would appear thet the crew should 
stop the CVR, thereby preserving the record against  erasure: unti l  a more 
accurate determination c m  be rcade regarding the scope 2nd extent of  t h e  
occwrence. Ir. airy evezt,, flightcrews s h m l d  deactivate the  (23 upon 
securing the cockpi t  afser  zr.y ? m ~ . s u z l  ccc!lz.rence. 

',<e reeogiiize t h a t  tinere a re  sccasions wherein the crew may 

Nothip4 i n  the fnregcdng sk-culd be ccnstrued as  s:xgesti!g that, 
p r i o r  t o  the n e x t  i=::&ir.p of t k . ~  a i r c r a f t ,  a cre-~,x-mbei* snniL3. shut off 
the cockpit m i c e  r$carder subsetl_.ler,t t o  ar, in - fEgLt  incidezt.  
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(Addressees shown on attached list.) 

lu.359(e), since no requirement i s  placed on the pilot-i.n-cmmand t o  
ensure the preservation of recorded information. Accordingly, concurrent 
with this l e t t e r ,  w e  a r e  transmittir! t o  the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration a recommendation that the regulat ion be amended 
t o  include such a provision. 

(2) 

We a re  aware that the re  may be a deficiency i n  the language of FAR 

I n  v i e w  of t he  foregoir!, and i n  l i g h t  of our mutual concern with 
the  prevention of a i r c r a f t  accidents, the National Transportation Safety 
Board recommends t h a t  your company: - 

1. Reemph:size t o  a l l  f l i g h t  crewmen??ers the provisions of FAR 
121.359(e) and sect ion 430.5 of t l w  Bolrd's regulations.  

Modify the curriculum f o r  each period of recurrent  t r s in ing/  
proficiency check t o  include a discussion or  reminder concerning 
the subject  of t E s  l e t t e r .  

Add t o  a l l  emergency "Secure Cockpit" checkl is ts  a note t o  
"deactivate CVR". 

Ins t ruc t  maintenance crews t o  check f o r  deactivation of the 
CVFi before res tor ing  e l e c t r i c a l  power t o  an a i r c r a f t  a f t e r  
any umsua l  occurrence. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

These recommendzticns Fill be r e l e i sed  t o  the public on the  i ssue  
datt sho;m above. :Io Fublic dissemination cf t he  czntents of t h i s  
docunent should be nede p r i o r  t o  tht date. 

Re&, Chsiman, I.:cA&ms: Ti-ilyar, Emgess, and Haley, Kenbers, 
concurred i n  the  aksve reccmendations . 

I n , 

By: L. 14. Thaynr 
Act i??  Cbwirmzn 
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James B. Franklin 
Chairman of the  Board & Chief Executive Officer 
A i r l i f t  Internat ional ,  Inc.  
P. 0. Box 535 
Miami, Florida 33148 

Ronald Cosgrave 
Chairman of the  Board & C h i e f  Executive Officer 
Alaska Air l ines ,  Inc. 
Seattle-Tacoma In te rna t iona l  Airport  
Sea t t le ,  IJc5hington 98158 -- 

Leslie 0. e r n e &  
President 
Allegheny Air l ines ,  Inc. 
\lashington National Airport 
IJashington, D. C. 20001 

Kenneth F.C. Char 
President 
Aloha Air l ines ,  Inc. 
P. 0. Box 9038 
Honolulu, Iiawaii 968m 

George A. Spater 
Chairman and President 
American Air l ines ,  Inc.  
633 Third Avenue 
Nen York, New York 10017 

€Jarding L. k m e n c e  
Chairman of t h e  Board & Chief Executive Officer 
Braniff In te rna t iona l  
Braniff T9wer 
P. 0. Box 3 5 C O l  
Exchange Park 
&Has, Texas 75235 

George A. Lyall  
Vice President and. General Manager 
Caribbear-Atlantic Airl ines,  Inc. 
P. 0. Box 6035 

Santurce, Fuerto Rico 00914 

Robert F. s4x 
€Yesiclent 
Continental A i r  Lines. Inc. 

* b i z a  St.  Station 
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W. T. Beebe 
Chairman of the  Board & Chief Ekecutive Officer 

AWanta Airport 
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1: i 
1.; D e l t a  A i r  Lines, Inc. !; 

1- Atlanta  , Georgia 30320 
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Samuel L. Higginbottom 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Eastern Air Lines, Inc. 
Miami In tc rna t iona l  Airport-- 
Miami, FI\.rida 33148 

A. L. Fel- 
President 
m o n t i e r  Ai r l i res ,  Inc. 
8250 Smith Road 
Bnver ,  Colorado 80207 

.John H. m o o n ,  Jr. 
Chairman of t&%o&lLX, "Presiaent & 

Hawaiian Air l ines ,  Inc. 
Honolulu Internat ional  Airport 
P. 0. Box 9008 
Honoluli:, Hawai i  96820 

Irving T. Tague 
Vice President and General Manager 
Hughes A i r  West 
a n  mancisco Internat ional  Airport 
%n panc i sco ,  California 94128 

b. B. May-tag 
President 
National AirlSnes, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 2055 
Airport  Mail Fac i l i t y  
Miami,, Florida 33159 

Hal  N. Carr 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
North Central Airl ines,  Inc. 
7500 Northliner Drive 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55450 

B i l l  Itichaels 
Presisent  
"'--.-';'.as* ....... - ;,i+-; ;.:s. I n c .  
i .i_ A>. ... _.-a ... .i.__ ...,A Y 

Boston, 1hssac'kus&ts 02j128 

C h i e f  Executive Officer 
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Dcnald W. Nyrop 
President 
NorthWest Air l ines ,  Inc. 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Tnternational Airport 
bfinneapolis, Minnesota 551U 

Edward 3. Crane 
President and Chief Executive M f i c e r  
Ozark A i r  Lines, Inc. 
Box 10907 
Iambert F i e ld  
st. Iauis, bfissouri 63145 

lJilliam T. Seawell 
President 
Fan American Vorld Airways, Inc. 
Pan Am Builfing 
New York, Nevr York 10017 

T. E. D2vi6 
President and Treasurer 
Pie&ont Air l ines  
Snit5 Reynolds Airport  
Winston-&&ern, North Carolina. 27102 

Robert C. Reeve 
President and S~~erintendent-Operations 
Reeve Aleutian Airways, Inc. 
Box 559 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

Ricliird M. JacXsm 
Fresident and C b a i m n  of the  Board 
Seaboard \!orld a i r l i n e s ,  Inc. 
&aboard World Euilding 
3 .  F. Kennedy Internat ional  Airport 
Jamaica, Ne\? Ycrk 11430 

Frank W. Hulse 
President 
Southern Airvays, Inc.  - Atlanta A i r w r t  
Atlanta, Geor6-a 39329 

W. Lloyd Lane 
President 
~ m s  Tnternational Airl ines,  Inc. 
Box 12788 - .  . . .. . . .. ::- ...A_. a'.-. :.i 
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J. M. Goldman 
vice President-9perations and miritenance 
Purdue Air l ines ,  Inc. 
pUrdue University Airport 
‘des.t Ia faye t te ,  Indiana 47906 

Paul C. Velte,, Jr. 
Wnaging Director and Chief Executive Officer 
A i r  America, Inc. ’ ’ 

Washington, D. C. 20006 - 

W. W. Edmondson 
President 
Fairways Corporati on 
General Aviation Terminal Building 
Waskington National Airport  
Washington, D. C. 20001 

G. W. Sni les  
President 
Holiday Airlines,  Inc. 
9841 Airport  Blvd. 
Sui te  1430 
LQS Angeles, California  900kcg 

James S. Nagoffin 
Chairman 
I n t e r i o r  Aimrays, Inc.  
Box 3029, Airport  knnex 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

Andrew Ortner 
President 
Ortner A i r  Service, Inc. 
R. D. 1 
Wakeman, Ohio 64889 

Irving L. Jones, Jr. 
President 
Southeast Airl iEes,  Inc. 

Miami,  Flor ida 33159 

W. C. Lawrence 
President 
Aero-Spacelines, Inc. 
Irc;.c-1- 3 
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1725 K Stree t ,  N. ?r. - 

+ BOX 2497, AMF 
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F. C. Moor 
ChainWiIl  
Southern A i r  Transport, Inc. 
BOX 48-266 
Miami, Flor ida  331413 

Glenn A. Cramer 
Chainnan of the  Board 
B a n s  InLrmat iona l  Air l ines  Corp. 
Box 2504 
Airport 3ati ?n 
Oakland h . , t en ia t iona l  Airport 

., oskland, California 94614 

Donald J. mtthews 
Chairman of t h e  Board 
Universal Airl ines,  Inc. 
Oakland Internat ional  Airport 
Oakland, Cal i fornia  94614 

Edward J. l s l y  
Chairman 
World Airways, Inc. 
O a k h d  Internat ional  Airport 
Oakland, Cal i fornia  94611: 

Robert W. Clifford 
President 
Air California 
4400  ampu us Drive 
Newport Beach, California 926% 

J. Floyd Andrews 
Fresi dsn t 
P%-Pacific Southirest Airl ines 
3225 N. Harbor 
Lindbergh Field 
San Diego, Ca1iforni.a 92101 

.) M. zul?ar Muse 
President and Treasurer 
Southwest Air l ines  Compny 
3300 Love F i e l d  Drive 
hl les ,  Texas 75235 

Robert R. Johnson 
Pres! rlerit 
$:krLs~:- ?:.?:is Service, IC,.:. 
Box i356 
~ s s o i i l a ,  $bntana 598.21 
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F. C. Wiser, Jr. 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Trans World Airlines,  Inc. 
605  Third Avenue 
New York, New York loa16 

Edward E. Carlson 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
United A i r  Lines, Inc. 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60666 

J. Judson Taylor 
President 
Western A i r  Lines, Inc. 

World Way Postal  Center 
Los Angeles, California 90009 

Raymond I. Petersen 
President 
Wien Consolidated Airlines,  Inc. 
4100 Internat ional  Airprt Flow3 
Anchorage, Alaska 555C2 

P. 0. BOX 661oa 

P. a. BOX 92005 

Jesse F. S ta l l ings  
Chairroan of the Eoara & Chief Executive Officer 
Capitol  Internat iocal  Airways, Inc. 
Box 325 
mna, Tennessee 37167 

Robert P. McCulloci, Sr. 
Chairman 
f i c N l o c h  Internat ional  Air l ines  
Long Beach Mnic ipa l  Airport 
2735 East Spring St. 
Lor4 Beach, C a l i f x n i a  90806 

W i l l i a m  A. Clarke 
Vice President -Operati 011s 

'Modern A i r  Transport: Inc. 
Miami Internat ionzl  Airport 
Box 627 
Miami, Florida 33143 
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G. I?. Steedman Hinckley 
Chairman of the  Board & Chief Ex-tive Officer 
Overseas National Airways, Inc. 
147-27 175th S t ree t  
Jamaica, New York 11430 

Captain G. D. Jk1b.k 
Executive Vice President - _  and Managing Director 
Air Mid East, Inc. 
503 E. W?.shington S t r e e t  -- 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

J. J. Selby 
President 
Flying W Airways, Inc. 
600 E. Basin Roaa 
New Castle, D e l a w a r e  3-9720 

G. M. Thorsrad 
President 
Intermountain Aviation, Inc. 
Mar- Air Park 
~larana, Arizona 85238 

D. W. Mercer 
President 
Mercer Enterprises 
Hollywooa-Burbank Airport 
Burbank, California 91505 

G. L. KiLtle 
President 
Midwestern Air l ines ,  Inc.  
LL201 Coixer 
Detroit ,  ttichigan 482.l.3 
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