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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA |
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

T oy
ISSUED: August 24, 1972
Adopted by the NATiONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

at Its office in Washington, D, C.
on the 26th . day of July 1972

e ey o ——— - A e A T o o i i

FORWARDED TO:

{Addressees shown in attached list.)

B e g o T e WA S T A M A T W O 01 S

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-72-119 thru 122

Over the past several years, there have been a significant number of
instances in which, subsequeat to a landing after a reportable occurrence
or en incident, the flighterew has failed to halt the overation of the
cockpit volce recorder {(CVR), thus causing the erasure of all recording
pertinent to the occurrence. Much significant information With valuable
accldent-prevention potential has been lost.

You and your staff are aware of the provisions of Part 121 (section
121.359(e)) of the Federal Aviation Regulations relating to the retention
of the CVR record following en occourrence wWhich requires immedigte notifi-
cation of the Natiornal Pransportation Safety Board under Part 430 of the
Board's regulations. Failure by the flighterew to prevent erasure of the
tape appears to contravene the intent of the provisions of FAR 121.359(e),
and, in some cases, theére have been indications that this failure was not
unavoidable. We recoguize that there are cceasions wherein the crew may
not be able to make a rrompt assessment conecerning the necessity to notify
the Board immedistely. In such cases it would appear that the erew should
stopr the CVR, thereby preserving the record against erasure, until a more
accurate determination can be made regarding the scope end extent of the
ocewrrence, Ir any event, flighterews should deactivate the CVR upon
securing the cockpii after any unusual cecurrence.

Nothinz in the foregoing should be construed as suggesting that,
prior 3o the next ianding of the airceraflt, a crevwnember snouwld shut off
the cockpit vcice rscorder subseguent to an in-flight incident.
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(Addressees shown on attached list.) (2)

We are awere that there may be a deficiency in the language of FAR
121.359(e), since no reguirement is placed on the pilot~in-command to
ensure the preservation of recorded information. Accordingly, concurrent
with this letter, we are transmitting to the Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration & recommendation that the regulatlon be amended
1o inelude such a provision.

in view of the foregoing, and in light of ocur mubual concern with
the prevention of aircraft accidents, the National Transportation Safetby
Board recommends that your companys:-

1. Reemphrzize to all flighlt crewmembhers the provisions of FAR
121.359{e) and section 430.5 of the Boird's regulations.

2. Modify the curriculum for each period of recurrent treining/
proficiency check to include a discussion or reminder concerning
the subject of this letter.

3. Add to all emergency "Secure Pockp¢t" checklists a note bo
"deactivate CVR".

k., Instruct maintenance crews to check for deactivation of the
CVR before restoring electrical power to an aircraft after
any unusual ogeourrence.

These recommendaticns will be released to the public on the issue
date shown sbove. o public dissemination of the contents of this
document should be mede prior {o that date.

Reed, Chairman, HchAdems, Thayer, Bargess, and Haley, Members,
concurred in the atove recommendations.
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By: L. M. ”h“ynr
Acting Chairmza
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James B. Franklin

Chairman of the Board & Chief Exeecubive Officer
Airlift International, Inc.

P. 0. Box 535

Miami, Florida 33148

Ronald Cosgrave

Chairman of the Board & Chief Executive Officer
Alaska Airlines, Inc.

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport

Seattle, Woshington 98158 —
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President

Allegheny Airlines, Inc.
Vashington Wational Airport
Waghington, D. C. 20001

Kenneth ¥.C. Char
Pregident

Aloha Alrlines, Ine.

P. 0. Box 9038
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820

George A, Spater

(hairman and President
American Airliines, Inc.
633 Third Avenue

New York, New York IOOLT

Harding 1., Lawrence

Chairman of the Board & Chief Executive Officer
Braniff International

Braniff Tower

P. 0. Box 35C01

Exchange Park

Dallas, Texas 75235

George A, Lyall

Vice President and General Manager
Caribbear-Atlantic Airlines, Inc.
P. 0. Box 6035

Toize 3t. Station

Santurce, Puerto Rico 0091k

Robert F. Six
Prezgident
Continentel Air Lines, Ine.
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W. T. Beebe

Chairman of the Board & Chief Executlve Officer

Delita Air Lines, Inc.
Atlanta Airport
Atlanta, Georgia 30320

Samuel I.. Higginbotitom
President and Chief Operating Officer
Bastern Air lines, Inc.

Miami Intcraational Airport ™
Miami, Florida 33148

A, L. Feldman
President

Frontier Airlines, Inc.
8250 Smith Road

Denver, Colorado 80207

" John H. Magoon, Jr.

Chairman of the Board, President &
(hief BExecubtive Officer

Hawaiian Airlines, Inc.

Honolulu International Airport

P. 0. Box 9008

Honolulu, Hawaii 96820

Irving T. Tague

Vice President and General Manager
Hughes Air West

San Prancisco International Airport
San Francisco, California 94128

L. B. Maytag

President

National Airlines, TInec.
P. 0. Box 2055

Airport Mail Facility
Miami, Florida 33159

Hal W. Qarr

Chzirman and Chief Executive (Officer
North Central Airlines, Inc.

TH00 Northliner Drive

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55450

Bill Michaels
Presi”ent

Boston, Massacfus=tts 02128
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Donald W. Nyrop

President

Northwest Airilines, Inc.

Minneapolis~St. Peul International Airport
Minneapolis, Mimnesota 55111

Bdward J. Crane

President and Chief Executive (Officer
Qzark Air Lines, Ine.

Box 10007

Tanbert Field

St. Touis, Missouri 63145

Williem T. Seawell

President

Pan American World Airways, Inc.
Pan Am Building

New York, New York JOOLY

T. H. Davis

President and Treasurer

Piedmont Airlines

Smith Reynolds Airport
Winston~Salem, North Carolina 27102

Robert C. Reeve
President and Superintendent-Operations
Reeve Aleutian Airways, Inc.

Box 559
Anchorages, Alaska 99510

Richard M. Jackson

President and Cheirman of the Board
Seaboard World Airlines, Inc,
Seaboard World Building

J. F. Kennedy International Alrport
Jamaica, Wew York 11430

Frank W. Hulse
President

Southern Airvays, Inc.
Atlanta Airport
Atlsnta, Georgla 30320

W. ILloyd ILans

President

Texas International Airlines, Inc.
Box 12788
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J: M. Goldman _

Vice President-Operations and Maintenance
Purdue Airlines, Inc.

Purdue University Airport

West Lafayette, Indiana L7906

Paul C. Velte, Jr.

Managing Director and Chief Execubtive Officer
Air Amerieca, Inc. =~ ——

1725 K Strest, N. W. -

Washington, D. C. 20006 -

W. W. Edmondson

President

Fairways Corporation

General Aviation Terminal Building
Washington National Airport
Washington, D. C. 20001

G. W. SBhiles

President

Holiday Airlines, Ine.

98L1 Airport Blvd.

Suite 1430

Los Angeles, California 90045

James S. Magoffin
Chairman

Interior Airways, Inc.
Box 3029, Airport Annex
Fairbanks, Alaskz 99701

Andrew Ortner

President

Ortner Air Service, Inc.
R. D. 1

Wakeman, Ohio L4889

Irving L. Jones, Jr.
President

Southeast Airlires, Inc.
Box 2497, AMF

Miami, Florida 33159

W. C. Lawrence
President
Aero-~Spacelines, Inec.
Trover B
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F. C. Moor

Chairman

Southern Air Transport; Inec.
Box 4B-1266

Miami, Florida 33148

Glenn A. Cramer

Chairman of the Board

Trang Inlernational Airlines Corp.
Box 2504

Airport S*abim

Oakland %1 teraational Airport
Oskland, California 9L61h

Donald J. Matthews

Chairman of the Board

Universal Airlines, Inc. .
Ogkland International Airport

Qakland, California Oh6lk

BEdward J. Imly

Chairman

World Airways, Inc.

Oakland International Airport
Oakland, California 9h6lk

Robert W. Clifford

President

Air California

4400 Cempus Drive

Newport Beach, California 92660

J. Floyd Andrews

President

PEA~Paeific Southwest Airlines
3225 N. Harbor

Lindbergh Field

San Diego, Czliforpia 92101

M. lemar Muse

President and Treasurer
Southwest Airlines Company
3300 Love Field Drive
Dallas, Texas T5235

Robert R. Johnson

Pregident

Jovreorn Flring Service, Inn.,
Box 1356

Migssoula, Montana 59801
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F. C. Wiser, Jr.

President and Chief Operating Officer
Trans World Airlines, Inc.

605 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Edward E. Carlson

President and Chief Executive Officer
United Air Lines, Ine.

P. 0. Box 66100

Chicago, Illinois 60666

J. Judson Taylor

President

Western Air Lines, Inc.

P. 0. Box 92005

World Way Postal Center

Tos Angeles, California 90009

Raymond I. Petersen

President

Wien Consolidated Airlines, Inec.
k100 Internationzl Airport Road
Anchorage, Alaska G9502

Jesge F. Stallings

Chairman of the Board & Chief Execubive Offlcer
Capitol Internatiornal Airways, Inc.

Box 325

Smyrna, Tennesses 37167

Rohert P. McCulloch, Jr.
Chairman

MeCulloch International Alrlines
Iong Beach Muniecipal Airport
2735 East Spring St.

Long Beach, California 90806

William A. (larke

Vice Pregident-Operations

* Modern Air Transport, Inc.
Miami International Airport
Box &27

Miami, Florida 33143

Howard J. Korth
Chairman and President

Satury Alriraes, oo
Qakiand INTEITLT ..o ra WIXD -
Box 2426

Oakland, California ghdll
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G. F, Steedman Hinckley
Chairman of the Board & Chief. Examtlve Officer
Qverseas National Airways, Inec.

- 1WT-27 175th Street

Jamaica, New York 11430

Captain G. D. Hallek

Executive Vice President and Menaging Director
Air Mid East, Inc.

503 E. Washington Street —

Syracuse, New York 13202

Jc J. SElby

President

Flying W Airways, Inc.
600 E. Basin Road

New Castle, Delaware 19720

G. M. Thorsrud

Pregident

Intermountain Aviation, Ine.
Marana Ajr Park

Morana, Arizona 85238

D, ¥W. Mercer

President

Mercer Enbterprises
Hollywood~Burbank Airport
Burbank, California 91505

G. L. Kittle

President

Midwestern Airlines, Inc.
11201 Conner

Detroit, Michigan 48213



