
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED:  February 4 ,  1972 

A d o p t e d  by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  0. C .  
on the l5t.h d a y  of December 1971 

_ _ , _ _ I  I-------------_ 

FORWAROED TO: 1 
A i r  ILne P i l o t s  Association 1 

Allied Pil.ots Associat ion 1 

1 

A i r  Transport  Associat ion of America) 

National A i r  Carrier Associat ion 

_________^____________________c_____  

SAFETY RECOhMENOATION A - 7 2 - 1 1  

The Nat ional  Transportat ion Safe ty  Board conducted a s p e c i a l  s tudy i n  
t h e  P a c i i i c  a r e a  t o  review meteorological ,  communications, and air  t r a f f i . c  
con t ro l  f a c i l i t i e s  and se rv ices  of i.he United S t a t e s ,  as w e l l  as those of 
o ther  coun t r i e s .  A s  a p a r t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  study, t h e  staff members involved 
rode i n  t h e  cockpi t s  of var ious  U.S. a i r  c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t  on r egu la r ly  
scheduled f l i g h t s  and discussed w i t h  f l i gh tc rews  t h e i r  views on t h e  my-rl.ad 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  and procedures i n  the P a c i f i c  area. I n  order  t o  
improve operat ing condi t ions  over t h e  P a c i f i c  f o r  a l l  f l i g h t s ,  we would l i k e  
you t o  know t h a t  we are t r ansmi t t i ng ,  t o  var ious  agencies ,  a number of s a fe ty  
recommendations. 

Discussions with personnel  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Forecas t  Off ice  a t  
Honolulu brought t o  l i g h t  a problem they  are having which concerns meteoro- 
l o g i c a l  information der ived from i n - f l i g h t  p i l o t  r e p o r t s .  It appears t h a t  
l i t t l e  i f  any weather information, except wind and temperature da ta ,  i s  
being received from c iv i l j . an  a i r c ra f t .  a s  compared with t h a t  from m i l i t a r y  
f l i g h t s .  
himself i n  order  b e t t e r  t o  serve t h e  man i n  f l i g h t ,  it. would c e r t a i n l y  
benefit. 8.11 concernt?d i f  addi . t ional  informa1,ion could be made ava i l ab le .  

Accordingly, t.he Safe ty  Bonrd i s  so1ici.Ling your aso i s t ance  by 

Since such information i s  h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  meteorologis t  i n  updat ing 

recommendl ng: 

Bringing t o  -ifhe a t t e n t i o n  of your members operat ing i n  the 
P a c i f i c ,  the des . i r ah i l i t y  and importance of h c l u d i n g  i n  
Sec t ion  3 of t h c j r  a i r  r e p o r t s ,  supplementary information 
which i s  authorized under Item 12 of t h e  recording and 
r e p o d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  ABEP form, a copy of which 
i s  enclosed for your convenience. 



-2 - 
This recommendation will be released to the public on thc i s s u c  

date sham above. 
document should be made prior t o  that date. 

Reed, Chairman; Laurcl, Mcli.dams, Thayer and Burgess, Mcmbcr., , 

No public djsscmination of the contents of this 

concurred in the above recommendation. 

Enclosure 
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