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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  ( S )  

R-80-21 
- 

/ 

M e n  t h e  Safety Board reviewed t h e  WRM of January 5 ,  1979, RSFC-6, 
Notice No. 1, revised  Rai l road Fre ight  Car Safe ty  Standards,  t h e  proposal 
c a l l e d  f o r  maintenance-of-way c a r s  (except those  used exc lus ive ly  i n  
work t r a i n  se rv i ce )  t o  be brought under t h e  s tandards .  A t  t h a t  time 
t h e  Sa fe ty  Board d id  not  comment because it concurred i n  t h e  proposal .  
However, t h e  f i n a l  r u l e ,  49 CFR P a r t  2 1 5 . 3 ( ~ ) ( 3 ) ,  exempted maintenance- 
of-way c a r s  from compliance wi th  the s tandards  even when placed i n  a 
revenue t r a i n .  

The s tandards  set f o r t h  t h e  minimum Federa l  s a f e t y  requirements f o r  
t h e  opera t ion  of r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t  ca r s .  They p r o h i b i t  a r a i l r o a d  from 
p lac ing  i n  s e r v i c e  o r  cont inuing i n  s e r v i c e  a f r e i g h t  ca r  t h a t  has  
d e f e c t i v e  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  components or  components t h a t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  
as having iinusually high f a i l u r e  rates. Also,  c e r t a i n  r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t  
c a r s  are r e s t r i c t e d  from s e r v i c e  by the s tandards.  

However, t h e  revised s tandards ,  e f f e c t i v e  on >larch 1, 1980, exempt 
maintenance-of-way c a r s  from compliance with t h e  s tandards  provided t h e  
c a r s  a r e  not  u s e d  i n  revenue se rv ice .  L/ 
opera t ion  of maintenance-of-way cars with r e s t r i c t e d  or  d e f e c t i v e  components 
i n  any t r a i n  at  any speed, inc luding  t r a i n s  car ry ing  hazardous ma te r i a l s .  

The exemption permi ts  the  

- I/ Revenue se rv ice  i s  def ined by t h e  Supplemental Information Sec t ion  
a s  a ca r  used t o  perform for -h i re  t r anspor t a t ion  s e r v i c e s .  
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An  example of t h e  hazards posed by such an exemption occurred on 
June 6 ,  1976 ,  a t  >laud, Ohio, when a Conra i l  engineer  was k i l l e d .  
t r a c k  panel  s e c t i o n  s h i f t e d  over the  s i d e  of a nonregulated maintenance- 
of-way ca r  i n  a t r a i n  passing on t h e  ad jacent  t r a c k  and s t r u c k  h i s  
locomotive. I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  ca r  was being moved t o  a r e p a i r  t r a c k  a f t e r  
i t  had caused an acc ident .  A Farlow d r a f t  attachment,  a r e s t r i c t e d  
component, had f a i l e d  while  the  ca r  was t r a v e l i n g  i n  a revenue t r a i n .  

A 

The Safe ty  Board cons iders  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of allowing t h e  use of any 
c a r s  which do not  meet t h e  minimum Federa l  s a f e t y  s t anda rds  t o  be in- 
heren t ly  unsafe.  Permi t t ing  the  u s e  of these  c a r s  without  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
exposes Che publ ic  as w e l l  a s  r a i l r o a d  employees t o  r i s k  r ega rd le s s  of 
type of s e rv i ce .  The Safety Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  no t r a i n  should be  
a l loved  t o  opera te  without  r e s t r i c t i o n  unless a l l  c a r s  comply wi th  
minimum s a f e t y  requirements.  

Therefore ,  the iqational Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Eoard recommends t h a t  
the  Federa l  Rai l road Adminis t ra t ion:  

Amend t h e  49 CFR Part  215 t o  p r o h i b i t  any c a r  which does not 
comply wi th  t h e  Rai l road Fre ight  Car Safe ty  Standards from 
being operated i n  a revenue t r a i n  unless  adequate r e s t r i c t i o n s  
are provided f o r  its s a f e  opera t ion .  (Class I ,  Urgent Action) 
(R-80-21) 

K I N G ,  Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, Xc!.DAi:S, GOLDMAN, and BUXSLEY, 
ilembers, concurred i n  t h i s  recommendation. 
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