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About 9:15 p.m. on A p r i l  23, 1979, a compact Ford C o u r i e r  pickup 
t r u c k  w i t h  12  teenaged occupan t s  was t r a v e l i n g  between 6 4  and 78 mph 
a l o n g  a winding c o u n t r y  road n e a r  C r o f t o n ,  Maryland, when t h e  d r i v e r  
f a i l e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a c u r v e  t o  t h e  l e f t .  The t r u c k  r a n  o f f  t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e  of t h e  r o a d ,  s t r u c k  t h r e e  trees l o c a t e d  abou t  7 fee t  from t h e  
edge of t h e  pavement, and d e f l e c t e d  o n t o  t h e  pavement i n  an o v e r t u r n e d  
p o s i t i o n .  Ten p a s s e n g e r s  were k i l l e d ,  and one passenge r  was s e r i o u s l y  
i n j u r e d ;  t h e  d r i v e r  was i n j u r e d  s l i g h t l y .  - I./ 

The pickup t r u c k  was equipped w i t h  an o p t i o n a l  "GT bar" 
a cosme t i c  m e t a l l i c  b a r  s i m i l a r  i n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  t o  a " r o l l  bar ."  
S a f e t y  Board i s  n o t  aware o f  any crash performance o r  a c c i d e n t  d a t a  
which s u p p o r t s  o r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  "GT b a r "  i n  a 
r o l l o v e r  s i t u a t i o n  and t h i s  a c c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  any a d d i t i o n a l  
ev idence  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  "GT b a r ' s "  performance. 

which i s  
The 

The "GT bar"  was l o c a t e d  behind t h e  pas senge r  compartment and 
anchored t o  t h e  s h e e t m e t a l  f l o o r  i n  t h e  bed of t h e  pickup.  The r i g h t  
f r o n t  f e n d e r ,  eng ine ,  and p a s s e n g e r  compartments were i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  
l i n e  of impact  w i t h  t h e  trees and absorbed a major  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  impact 
energy b e f o r e  impact w i t h  the b a r .  The b a r  and i t s  anchorages  were 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  deformed r ea rward  d u r i n g  i t s  minor c o n t a c t  w i t h  the trees 
and f i n a l  impact w i t h  t h e  h a r d  road s u r f a c e  as the v e h i c l e  o v e r t u r n e d .  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h i s  a c c i d e n t ,  r e a d  "Ford 
C o u r i e r  Pick,up Truck ,  Fixed-Object C o l l i s i o n ,  P a t u x e n t  Road, Near 
C r o f t o n ,  Maryland, A p r i l  23, 1979 (NTSB-HAR-79-6)." 
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Although this particular loading situation is not typical of the loading 
normally exerted in a pure rollover accident environment, it is still 
questionable if the bar by itself could have sustained a high magnitude 
of  loading without deforming. 

According to a newspaper report, a spokesman for the Ford Motor 
Company stared that the "GT bar" is sold as a decorative appearance 
item and is a part of a youth option package. Vehicle sales literature 
confirms this report. The sales literature does not refer to the bar 
as a safety device nor does it carry any disclaimer that the bar is not 
a safety device. 

The sale of light trucks and on/off road vehicles has rapidly 
increased since 1975 despite the recent vehicle sales decline. Light 
trucks have become a significant percentage of the vehicle sales 
market and optional "GT bars" have also become a widespread sales item. 
The Safety Board is concerned that vehicle owners and passengers may be 
lulled into a false sense of security because the "GT bar" may appear 
to be a safety item although it apparently was not designed as, tested 
as, or  demonstrated to be a safety item. The situation is similar to 
that in which NHTSA issued a requirement under Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 207 that seats not designed for use while the 
vehicle is in motion be conspicuously labeled. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends 
that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: 

Require vehicle manufacturers t o  properly label "GT bars" 
and other optional decorative items that appear to be 
safety features but have not been designed as, tested as, 
or demonstrated to be safety features. (Class 11, 
Priority Action) (H-80-7). 

KING, Chairman, DRIVER, Vice Chairman, McADAMS, GOLDMAN, and 
BUFiSLEY, Members, concurred in this recommendation. 


