33

lously avoiding wrongdoing itself, to repel any wrong, and in
exceptional cases to take action which in a more advanced
stage of international relations would come under the head of the
exercise of the international police. A great free people owes it to
itself and to all mankind not to sink into helplessness before the
powers of evil.

We are in every way endeavoring to help on, with cordial good
will, every movement which will tend to bring us into more friendly
relations with the rest of mankind. In pursuance of this policy I

shall shortly lay before the Senate treaties of arbi-
Aubitration treaties.  tration with all powers which are willing to enter

into these treaties with us. It is not possible at
this period of the world’s development to agree to arbitrate all
matters, but there are many matters of possible difference between
us and other nations which can be thus arbitrated. Furthermore,
at the request of the Interparliamentary Union, an eminent body

composed of practical statesmen from all countries,
Second Hague I have asked the Powers to join with this Govern-
conference.

ment in a second Hague conference, at which it is
hoped that the work already so happily begun at The Hague may
be carried some steps further toward completion. This carries out
the desire expressed by the first Hague conference itself.

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or
entertains any projects as regards the other nations of the Western
Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this

country desires is to see the neighboring countries
Policy toward other stable, orderly, and prosperous. Any country
nations of Western
Hemisphere. whose people conduct themselves well can count

upon our hearty friendship. If a nation shows
that it knows how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in
social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its obligations,
it need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic wrong-
doing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the
ties of civilized society, may in America, as elsewhere, ultimately
require intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Western
Hemisphere the adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doc-
trine may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant
cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an inter-
national police power. If every country washed by the Caribbean
Sea would show the progress in stable and just civilization which
with the aid of the Platt amendment Cuba has shown since our
troops left the island, and which so many of the republics in both



