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T h e  National T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Safety Board concur s  in the 

Commandant ’s  act ion on the  recommenda. t ions of t h e  M a r i n e  Board  

of Invest igat ion,  except  for  h i s  d e f e r r a l  of the  M a r i n e  Board ’ s  r e c o m -  

mendat ion r equ i r ing  l ights  f o r  l i fe  p r e s e r v e r s ,  which the Safety Board  

s i ipports .  

l ights  be r equ i r ed ,  and  a t t r ibu ted  loss  of l ives  to l ack  of such  a s igna l -  

ing device.  

In this casua l ty ,  a l l  the  s u r v i v o r s  r ecommended  that  t hese  

T h e  Safety Board  r e c o m m e n d s  that: 

1. T h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  cons ider  amending the  appl icable  regu-  

la t ions  to  r e q u i r e  that e a c h  l i fe  p r e s e r v e r  b e  equipped 

with a wa te rp roof  batL.ery-powerec1 light. 

T h e  Coas t  G u a r d  cons ide r  requi r ing  sufficient inf la table  
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l i f e r a f t  capac i ty  to accommoda te  a l l  p e r s o n s  on  board  
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c a r g o  vessels .  

The  Coas t  Guard  cons ide r  proposing to t h e  In te rgovern-  

m e n t a l  M a r i t i m e  Consul ta t ive Organiza t ion ,  as a n  amend-  

m e n t  to the  Safety of Li fe  at Sea Convention of 1960, the  

p rev ious  recomnlendat ion ,  and r e q u i r e m e n t s  for sl-nall, 

e a s i l y  launched emergency  boa ts ,  one on e a c h  s ide ,  in 

l ieu of the p r e s e n t l y  reqi i i red l a r g e r  l i i eboa ts ,  [o r  fu ture  
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c a r g o  v e s s e l  des ign .  
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4. The Coas t  G u a r d  study m e a n s  of improving embarka t ion  

methods  and equipment ,  a n d  p rocedures  for  controll ing 

inf la table  l i f e r a f t s  a t  embatka t ion  s ta t ions .  

5 .  T h e  F e d e r a l  Communicat ions Commiss ion  study the 

effect iveness  of rad io  au to -a l a rm s igna ls  and actuat ion 
rlll 

of the  a u t o - a l a r m  s y s t e m s ,  and, based  on th i s  evaluation, 

p ropose  needed changes to SOLAS requ i r emen t s ,  through 

IMCO. 

T h e  Coast  Guard  s t r e s s  the need for  compliance with the  6 .  

, r equ i r emen t s  for  l i feboat ,  f i r e ,  and e m e r g e n c y  d r i l l s ,  

including ins t ruc t ion  in  the u s e  and handling of inf la table  

l i f e r a f t s .  

T h e  Coast  Guard ini t ia te  an examination p r o g r a m  of a i r -  

borne  SAR l i f e ra f t s  a t  Coast  Guard ,  Navy, and A i r  F o r c e  

uni ts  to  i n s u r e  that  they a r e  equipped with embarka t ion  

l adde r s ,  adequate  s ignal ing,  and bailing equipment;  and, 

cons ide r  the feasibil i ty of t ra i l ing devices  f r o m  l i f e r a f t s  
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dropped by SAR a i r c r a f t ,  which would fac i l i t a te  r e c o v e r y  

and u s e  of t h e s e  l i f e r a f t s  by p e r s o n s  abandoning ship.  

BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFElY BOARD: 

Adopted t h i s  ,474 day of ,;? ?, :&* , 1969: 
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Oscar N. Laurel, &ber 
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