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A un i f i ed  da t a  system, based on uniform d e f i n i t i o n s  of terms, 

u t i l i z i n g  a common repor t ing  form t o  be submitted by c a r r i e r s ,  w i th  a 

flow of r e p o r t s  and supplemental information designed t o  be channeled to 

a common d a t a  c e n t e r ,  and wi th  the  prbcessed d a t a  (and resul ts  of s p e c i a l  

s t u d i e s )  being made a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  Adminis t ra t ions ,  would be a l o g i c a l  

and necessary p r e r e q u i s i t e  toward so lv ing  many of t h e  problems now con- 

f r o n t i n g  a l l  Adminis t ra t ions i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  of  hazardous materials. 

The inc rease  i n  t r a f f i c ,  t h e  inc rease  in  demand f o r  materials c l a s s i f i e d  

as hazardous,  and t h e  increas ing  need f o r  intermodal coord ina t ion  make 

th i s  e s s e n t i a l  n o t  only as an economic n e c e s s i t y ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of 

a l l  concerned. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safety Board recommends: 

1. That the  term "hazardous m a t e r i a l s  i nc iden t "  be def ined  i n  

r egu la t ions  governing t r a n s p o r t  of such materials in  a l l  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  modes, and t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of hazardous 

m a t e r i a l s  acc iden t s ,  now es t ab l i shed  independently f o r  each 

mode, be revised f o r  g r e a t e r  s t anda rd iza t ion  aeross  a l l  

t r anspor t a t ion  modes. 

2 .  That a uniform, cross-modal r e p o r t i n g  form be developed, 

appropr i a t e  f o r  automatic da t a  processing purposes,  f o r  

hazardous m a t e r i a l s  i nc iden t s  and acc iden t s .  

3 .  That a c e n t r a l i z e d  r epor t ing  system be e s t ab l i shed  within 

the  Department of Transpor ta t ion ,  coord ina t ing  the  handl ing 

of r e p o r t s  of a l l  hazardous m a t e r i a l s  i nc iden t s  and a c c i d e n t s  
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by c a r r i e r s  t o  the  Adminis t ra t ions and t h e  Coast Guard (as  

app l i cab le )  , t o  ope ra t e  through a c e n t r a l  "clearinghouse" 

where such d a t a  would be  c o l l e c t e d  and evaluated t o  d e t e r -  

mine whether greater emphasis should be d i r e c t e d  t o  sh ipper  

and c a r r i e r  compliance wi th  e x i s t i n g  requirements,  or t o  the 

need f o r  change in con ta ine r s ,  in  hazardous c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  

o r  in handl ing requirements.  

4. That t h e  Department's Hazardous Mater ia l s  Regulations Board 

expedi te  its a c t i o n  t o  amend or t o  r e v i s e  e x i s t i n g  Federa l  

Regulat ions.  It should develop uniform regu la t ions  f o r  a l l  

modes of t r a n s p o r t  r e l a t i n g  to  the  shipment and c a r r i a g e  of 

hazardous m a t e r i a l s ,  a s  may be necessary t o  a s su re  substan-  

tial uniformity among a l l  modes as t o  r epor t ing  requirements,  

and processing of i nc iden t  and acc iden t  r e p o r t s  involving 

hazardous m a t e r i a l s ,  so t h a t  a c e n t r a l i z e d  and u n i f i e d  hazard- 

ous m a t e r i a l s  r epor t ing  system and clear inghouse might func t ion  

e f f e c t i v e l y .  Lf t h i s  cannot be done w i t h i n  the  e x i s t i n g  s ta t -  

u tory  framework, cons ide ra t ion  should then be given t o  seeking 

l e g i s l a t i o n  which would au tho r i ze  the issuance of  one r egu la t ion  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  modes by the Secre ta ry ,  fol lowing appropr i a t e  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  the Adminis t ra t ions and the  Coast Guard. 


