
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20591 

September 27, 1968 

REFER TO: NC-I./NA-~O 
IN REPLY 

Mr. David D. Thomas 
Acting Admi,nistrator 
Department of Transportat ion 
Federal, Aviation Administration 
800 Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington, D. C .  20590 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

The Safe ty  Board ha:; r ecen t ly  adopted an a i x c r a f t  accident 
repor t  (Member Francis  H. McAdams concurring and d i s s e n t h g )  
culminating our inves t iga t ion  of t h e  acci,dent involving Trans 
World A i r  Lines,  Inc . ,  B-707, N'742TW, which occurred a t  t h e  
Greater Cincinnat i  Airport , ,  Erlanger, Kentucky, on November 6, 
1967. 
1968. 

The r epor t  i s  due t o  be rei.eased t o  the  publ ic  on October 4, 

The r epor t  contains  a number of recommendations which w i l l  be 
of i n t e r e s t  t o  t'ne Federal  Aviation Administration i n  terms of 
poss ib le  co r rec t ive  ac t ion .  I n  order  t o  comply with our pol icy  of 
affording your agency advance not ice  of s a f e t y  recommendations p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  being made pub l i c ,  t h e r e  i s  t ransmit ted herewith a copy of 
t h e  a foresa id  repor t .  Your a t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r ec t ed  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  
t h e  "Recommendations" sectior'. on p. 27 of the report .  I n  addi t ion ,  
these  same recommendations a r e  discussed i n  the  "Analysis" port ion 
of the  repor t  at  pp. 16-17 and 21-23. 

Sincerely,  
;\ .: ~ :.. , .. 

. ,  > ,. 

Joseph J. O'Connell, Jr., 
Chairman 

Enclosure 
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(b) Probable Cause 

The Boa.rd determines that  t h e  probable cause of t h e  accident  

was t h e  i .nabi l i ty  of t h e  TK4 crew t o  abor t  successfully t h e i r  talceorf 

a t  t h e  speed a.ttai.ned pr i ,or  t o  t h e  attempted abort .  

understandab.ly i n i t i a t e d  because o f  the  first of f l  cer’s be l i e f  t h a ~ t  

h i s  plane ha,d co1,lided with a. Delta. aircrar% stopped just o f f  t h e  

runway. 

advisi.ng t h e  tower t h a t  tl?ePr plane vas c1ea.r of t h e  runmy without 

carefu l ly  a.sccrtaining t h e  facts, and when i n  f a c t  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  

vas  not a safe d is tance  under t h e  circumstance of another a i r c r a f t  

t ak ing  off on t h a t  runway. 

The abor t  wa.s 

A cont r ibu t ing  fa.ctor w a s  t h e  ac t ion  of t h e  Del,ta crew i.n 

- Reconmendations and Corrective Measures 

I.. The Board recommends t h a t  the FAA es t ab l i sh ,  a n d  appropriate1.y 

publi,cize t o  pi1,ots and con t ro l l e r s  al.ilce, mea.ningful standards of safe 

clearance from runmy edges f o r  a i r c r a f t  as well. as f o r  ground-based 

vehicles  which w i l l  permit reasonatile assurance t o  a l l  concerned t h a t  

no in te r fe rence  wi.th fl i ,gli t  operations on t h e  runway wi.11 be  caused by 

t h e  presence of such movabl,e obstruct ions.  

take i n t o  account the e f f e c t  of t h e  exhaust froin j e t  engi.nes. 

Such ne’c7 standards should 

2. The Board be l ieves  t h a t  t h e  circumstances o f  t h i s  accident  

dramati.ze the  need f o r  a major reappraisal, of t h e  ciu-rent t ra in i .ng  manuals 

and in s t ruc t ions  provided by a.11 a i r l i n e s  with a. vie?! toi.rard a new,, 

pos i t i ve  approach to i iasd abor t  proced.ures . Such a n  approach wo~~lc l  includc 
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an ampl i f ica t ion  i n d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of such procedwes, including sa.fety 

margins provided and the need f o r  proml~t and proper seqilencing of each 

acti ,on.  

3. The Board be l ieves  t h a t  a. reassessment of t h e  respec t ive  du t i e s  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  capta in  and first  o f f i c e r  during critica.1. 

phases of f l i .ght  i s  i n  o rder ,  

concept should be r-e-examined w i t h  respect t o  i , ts  a .ppl icabi l i ty  i n  

siLua.tions where t i m e  may not permit -the capta in  t o  COunte~i?3.nfi 

e f f e C t i . W l Y  Lhe decisi.or1 of a. fi.rst o f f i c e r  who i s  f ly i ,ng  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  

I n  so doing,, t h e  "ca..ptain i n  comnancl" 

/ s /  JOSEPH J e O'COBJI'?KLL, J R .  
Chai rman 
-- 

/ s /  OSG4R M. LAUREL - 
Meinher 

/s/ JOIIN H. REJ3D 
Member 

/s/ LOUIS M. TIIAKER 
Member 

/ s /  FRANCIS H. McADAM? CONCURRING ADID DlSSEluTI.rC: 
Member 


